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The Eli J. Goddard House 
circa 1902-1903 

345 Bellefontaine Street, Pasadena, California 91105 
 
 

The 1903 Eli J. Goddard House is one of Pasadena’s most historic continually-occupied family 
homes. It was designed and built in the Shingle Style, a Victorian vernacular, by Mr. Goddard 
himself, on a tree-lined street in what was then a brand-new neighborhood. Today that 
neighborhood  is recognized throughout Pasadena for its turn-of-the-century homes and 
gardens: the Governor Markham Historic District.  
 
The charming and characterful property at 345 Bellefontaine has been restored and 
enlarged such that today it maintains one foot firmly planted in the past, and one decidedly 
pointed toward the present and future. The current owners, using architects specializing in 
historically appropriate renovations, added custom millwork, fireplace treatments, garden 
structures, period fixtures, period-style door and cabinet hardware, and historic paint colors.  
 
At the same time, they have improved the house from top to bottom, replacing the 
“infrastructure” including HVAC, electrical lighting, plumbing, appliances, bathroom fixtures, 
surround sound system, greatly expanded storage, and modern security system. They have 
finished the main house attic bonus room and the office/recreation room over the garage 
into rooms suitable for many purposes. Working with one of Pasadena’s finest landscape 
architects, they have completely transformed the outdoor space into a seamless mini-estate 
of many “outdoor rooms,” complete with citrus orchards and cutting gardens, appropriate 
for Southern California’s indoor-outdoor family lifestyle and gracious entertaining.  
 
This home renovation has been honored by being featured on numerous home and garden 
tours. The all-organic gardens received the Golden Arrow Award from Pasadena Beautiful 
and are certified as a Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.  
 
  

 
House and Garden Features 

 
MAIN LEVEL 
 
Entry foyer with custom period millwork and vintage custom oak floors (throughout the main floor), coat 
closet, original 1903 staircase, period-style entrance hardware, “the best” Medico locks, and custom 
made-in-America alabaster light fixture in the early 20th Century style. 
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Large, elegant living room with bay windows and French doors opening onto the expansive original front 
porch, working fireplace faced in French travertine (see details below), recessed dimmable lighting, and 
custom millwork throughout. 
 
Light, bright, expansive family room with custom cabinetry including multiple storage cabinets, four 
built-in filing drawers, and a two walls of shelves to the ceiling for books and collectibles. Working 
fireplace, cabinetry, and window seats designed by noted Pasadena historic specialist architect George 
Corey, who re-envisioned what the original fireplaces and millwork would look like in the period. High 
coved ceiling with custom made-in-America alabaster light fixtures in the early 20th Century style. 
Surround-sound system for the entire home and outdoors operates via a deep cabinet in the family room, 
as does the indoor-outdoor security system, which features Medico locks and keys.  
 
Dining room with custom period millwork throughout, built-in china cabinet with marble countertop and 
roll-out drawers, and bright aspect from east and south-facing windows.  
 
Kitchen with period-style cabinets and custom millwork, newer appliances, brand-new custom marble 
backsplash and Cambria quartz countertops, and Cambria quartz double sinks. Built-in cabinetry 
provides ample storage, including appliance garages, shelving, storage drawers, an island with seating for 
two, and a deep pantry with slide-out drawers. There is special storage for pot lids and trays. During 
dinner parties, pocket doors “hide” the kitchen from the family room and the kitchen from the dining 
room. 
 
Powder room with Toto commode and pedestal sink includes storage cabinet and locking door hardware. 
 
Laundry and utility room includes custom pull-out storage drawers, a tall closet for cleaning equipment, a 
washer and dryer, and a separate access door to the outdoors. This room also features a custom-tiled 
shower, which serves both guests using the pool and the fourth bedroom.  
 
Fourth bedroom features a high gabled ceiling, a generously-sized closet, and custom millwork on 
windows that offer aspects of the garden on three sides. This room is being used by the current owners as 
a breakfast room.  
 
Recessed lighting, with Lutron fixtures and dimmers, has been added throughout the main floor of the 
home.  
 
SECOND FLOOR 
 
Second-floor hallway features a large, deep family linen closet and recessed lighting throughout.  
 
Family bathroom of Carrara marble features ample storage, large tub with shower, and west-facing 
window.  
 
Large second “double” bedroom, which was the home’s original master bedroom, features an enormous 
bay window with an expansive window seat, a west-facing window, recessed lighting and custom 
millwork, and a large custom-configured closet with ample storage.  
 
Third bedroom features two custom designed and configured closets with ample storage, an east-facing 
window, recessed and overhead lighting, and a bonus area with a south-facing window, suitable for 
additional storage or as a mini-office or student study spot. 
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Master Suite features a huge high-ceilinged romantic and elegant bedroom with recessed lighting, 
working fireplace with seating bench, French doors leading to a Juliette balcony, semi-circular reading 
nook seating area lighted by six bright windows, installed flat screen television, and sizable built-in 
clothing storage cabinet with drawers and shelves.  
 
“Her” large walk-in Master closet is finished with a custom built-in storage dresser with drawers, ample 
built-in shelving, and various hanging areas surmounted by more shelving to the ceiling. 
 
“His” walk-in cedar-lined closet features ample shelving to the ceiling, hanging areas, and custom tie 
storage.  
 
Huge, bright, and private Botticino marble Master bathroom features a unique frameless shower with a 
large window overlooking the San Gabriel mountains, two marble seats, and custom fixtures; a large 
soaking tub with east-facing windows; a built-in marble-topped dressing table with six storage drawers, 
and a huge marble-topped vanity with his-and-hers sinks and nine large storage drawers. A separate, 
private commode room features an east-facing window.  
 
Recessed lighting, with Lutron fixtures and dimmers, has been added throughout the second floor of the 
home.  
 
 
THIRD FLOOR 
 
Large “bonus” third-floor room has been finished, carpeted, and lighted and is suitable as sleeping 
quarters for extra guests, a playroom, or an extra office area. The current lady of the house uses this as a 
“secret” wrapping room for storing gifts and gift supplies, and for wrapping presents.  
 
BASEMENT 
 
The original home’s room-sized root cellar features concrete steps and floor, lighting, and access to the 
water heater and furnace.  
 
GARAGE 
 
Roomy garage features spaces for two cars and 220-volt wiring for electric vehicles. Built-ins include 
numerous hanging and wall cabinets and an ample adjacent storage area with a work surface. On the 
south side of the garage, a lighted, roofed “porch” features a respite from the sun and makes a charming 
outdoor room for entertaining.  
 
Enormous bright office/recreation room over the garage features views of the garden from windows on 
three sides. It has been finished with Amtico designer flooring, recessed lighting, paneling, and numerous 
large storage areas. The current occupants use these storage areas for holiday décor.  This room is 
suitable as a “man cave,” a wine room, a recreation room, and an office.  
 
GARDEN STRUCTURES  
 
Charming, historic garden shed, located at the rear property line and attached to the rear neighbor’s 
garage, was grandfathered in (as it predates zoning laws) and has been updated to provide ample storage 
for garden implements and equipment, organic plant food and supplements, and other supplies.  
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Custom designed and built wooden enclosure provides adequate and hidden storage for refuse bins.  
 
 
GARDENS 
 
The gardens at the Eli J. Goddard house, which received the Golden Arrow Award from Pasadena 
Beautiful and are certified as a Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation, feature California 
native, Mediterranean, and other appropriate drought-tolerant plants. The perennial, low-maintenance 
gardens contain no water-hogging “sod” turf grass, and no “annual” plantings.  
 
FRONT GARDEN 
 
In the front garden, landscape architect Sally Farnum envisioned a wall of local Arroyo stone surmounted 
with custom teak posts, leading to stone pillars and metal-lined teak pedestrian and driveway gates. Anna 
apples and roses are espaliered on cables connecting the teak posts. A custom, secure mailbox was 
designed and installed inside one of the stone pillars.  A modern element, a circular feature of 
decomposed granite, is bisected by an historic one: a curving path of historic brick sourced from Simons 
Brick Company, a Pasadena business that set up shop in 1895. A custom Campania provides soothing 
sounds to the family seated on the adjacent wraparound porch.  
 
The all-organic front garden, providing a private and restful retreat, includes delicious elements of an 
“urban farm”: Six compact orange trees, two tangerine trees, numerous kumquat trees, several Anna 
apple trees, ten blueberry bushes, an avocado, a white nectarine tree, two lemongrass shrubs, and 
various herbs.  
 
REAR GARDEN 
 
The all-organic rear garden features Ms. Farnum’s custom-designed garden beds of Arroyo stone 
surrounding a Tuscan-style Campania fountain. The left garden beds are being used to grow vegetables 
and herbs, while the right garden beds – each centered by a glorious yellow “St. Patrick”  tree-style rose, 
serves as a floral “cutting” garden for the current lady of the house.  
 
Next to the garage, the rose garden is planted exclusively in David Austin English Roses, surrounded by 
easy-care perennials. Other areas of the rear garden, including the long driveway, feature fruit-bearing 
trees including peach, nectarine, pomegranate, olives, and a wide variety of citrus. Along the east side of 
the rear fence grow numerous vines of delicious Thomson seedless grapes.  
 
Outside the French doors of the family room are two blood orange trees and a Yuzu persimmon tree. 
Adjacent to this is a custom-designed pergola with shade cover, undermounted with low-voltage LED 
lighting for family dinners cocktail parties. The pergola overlooks a large kidney-shaped custom Anthony 
pool and a brick patio.  
 
 
 
 
 


