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 February 3rd 2022 

 

Cynthia Reimer 

2396 Fairmile Road 

Ottawa, Ontario 

 

Subject:  Residential Septic System Assessment  

  2396 Fairmile Road 

      Ottawa, Ontario 

 

At your request, Ottawa Valley Home Inspections Ltd. carried out an evaluation of the 

existing septic system at 2396 Fairmile Road in Ottawa on February 3rd 2022. It is our 

understanding that this inspection  part of a pre sale review. 

 

Minimal documentation was provided regarding the septic system at the time of the 

inspection. The original installation date of the septic system was estimated to be in the 

1970's. A standard site review consists of a cursory inspection of the surrounding 

conditions, visual inspection of the inside of the septic tank and digging/drilling inspection 

test pits within the leaching bed. The house was currently occupied at the time of the 

inspection. 

 

Surrounding Area 

 

The surface contour of the leaching bed appeared to be mostly flat but difficult to 

determine due to the snow. A septic bed should be raised high enough above the 

surrounding grade and the water table to protect against high water level intrusion. A raised 

bed will also divert and limit the accumulation of surface water and prevent additional 

hydraulic loading and potential failure of the system. It will also protect the leaching bed 

from erosion without inhibiting the evaporation and transpiration of effluent from the soil 

or leaching bed fill.  

 

Septic Tank 

 

The concrete septic tank was located at the back of the house. The tank was about ten 

inches below grade. The interior of the tank showed normal age appropriate deterioration. 

The center wall was mostly intact and functional. There was no effluent filter present. The 

initial effluent level of the tank was near the bottom of the invert of the exit baffle. The 

tank level did not noticeably change during the ~40 minute flow test. The tank appeared to 

be in the 3600 L capacity range. The inlet pipe was partially submerged with sewage 

pooling in the pipe. 
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Leaching Bed: 

 

The leaching bed appeared to be a filter media type bed approximately 6 meters long with 

approximately 6 runs. Three test pits were dug/drilled in the leaching bed roughly across 

the middle. All three of the test pits showed relative clean and dry sand under the gravel 

layer with minimal visible accumulated biomat. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

All three test pits showed no pooling of effluent in the gravel layer. This is a desirable 

situation that shows that the leaching bed below is relatively dry and capable of properly 

treating the effluent that is being supplied to it. Thus the leaching bed appears to be 

functioning as intended at the time of inspection. The input pipe from the house was low 

and should be raised to prevent backing up into the pipe and possible freezing or blockage 

due to settlement. 
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Recommendations: 

 

 

 The pipe from the house should be raised or the exit pipe lowered to prevent backing 

up into the inlet pipe or the pipe will likely require regular cleaning. 

 

 The tank should be pumped every 2-4 years depending on use and occupancy. 

 

 An effluent filter is a relatively recent advancement in septic system technology. It 

reduces the passage of particles (biomat) out of the septic tank and into the leaching 

bed and can extend the life of the leaching bed. It is recommended to install an 

effluent filter in the tank on the exit baffle. The filter requires regular cleaning as 

specified by the manufacturer, usually annually.  

 

 

It should be understood that this septic inspection is not a building code or septic code 

compliance inspection. It is to determine functionality on today's date only. The average 

lifespan of a septic system is 20-30 years and is highly dependent on usage and 

construction. There are no guarantees regarding future lifespan or performance. The 

inspection consists of an internal tank inspection and test pits that are dug/drilled in the 

leaching bed of which represent a small sample only. Variation may exist within the 

leaching bed. Impact of the current system on the environment, potable water quality or 

current regulations or code are not included in the inspection. The report is based solely on 

the visually exposed areas and is subject to variation and error. (this report contains 3 

pages) 

 

If there are any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Steve Ott 

BCIN # 37336 

Ottawa Valley Homes Inspections Ltd. 

613-724-0868 

 


