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Lesson 4 Deer Mice

WE REMEMBER
Answer these questions.

yyeess1. Do bats have hair?

yyeess2. Do bats feed their babies milk?

yyeess3. Are bats warm-blooded?

TThheeyy  aarree  mmaammmmaallss..4. How do you know?

There are hundreds of different kinds of mice.  The kind
of mouse that likes to live in your attic is called a house
mouse.  Harvest mice eat wheat and other grains.  Pocket
mice have pockets on their cheeks where they can carry
seeds.  Grasshopper mice eat grasshoppers and other insects.
Field mice got their name because they live in fields.

This lesson is about deer mice.  Deer mice are pretty,
with big black eyes and large ears.  They have soft brown or
gray fur on their backs and white fur on their bellies.

But baby deer mice are not pretty at all.  They are pink,
without any hair.  Their eyes and ears are shut.  After several
days, hair begins to grow.  About two weeks after they are
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born, their eyes open.  When they are only three or four
weeks old, they leave the nest to take care of themselves.

Before long, the mother will have more babies.  She
needs a nest for her babies.  Maybe she will find a bird’s
old nest in a tree and put a roof on it.  Maybe she will use
a squirrel’s old nest.  Or maybe she will build a nest in a
hollow tree.

After deer mice use a nest for a while, they have to move
out.  Can you guess why?  Because the nest is too dirty.
Deer mice keep themselves very clean.  They wash their fur
often.  But they do not keep their nests clean.  After a while,
their nest gets too dirty to live in, and they have to find
another one.

Deer mice eat berries, seeds, nuts, and insects.  They stay
in their nests during the day, and go out to look for food at
night.

When they
are out, they
must watch
for enemies.
Foxes,
bobcats, owls,
hawks,
weasels, and
other animals
like to eat
deer mice.
Most deer
mice get This deer mouse needs to use its eyes and 

ears well if it wants to stay alive.
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caught and eaten before they are even one year old.

When deer mice are excited, they thump their front feet
on the ground very fast to make a drumming sound.

Follow the directions.

5. Name four things deer mice eat.

bbeerrrriieess sseeeeddss
nnuuttss iinnsseeccttss

6. Circle the animals that are enemies of deer mice.
foxes catfish weasels owls

bobcats hawks chipmunks

Circle T for true or F for false. 

7. T F Baby deer mice are pink and hairless.

8. T F Deer mice are brown or gray with white bellies.

9. T F Deer mice keep their nests very neat and clean.

10. T F Deer mice sleep at night and look for food during
the day.

11. T F Deer mice make a drumming noise with their feet
when they are excited.



Lesson 5 Striped Skunks

WE REMEMBER

Match.

1. flying mammal

2. hangs upside-down 
in caves or trees

3. keeps a sloppy, dirty nest

4. wiggles its front teeth

5. drums its feet

6. likes to chatter and scold

Say this word to someone.
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scent glands (s2nt gl1ndz). Parts of the skunk’s body, like
little sacs, where its smelly
spray is stored.
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Stan’s dog rushed at the black and white animal,
growling.  The animal stamped its feet.  It hissed.  The dog
rushed again.  The animal raised its tail.  Suddenly the dog
was howling with pain.  He rolled on the ground, trying to
get rid of the awful smell and the burning in his eyes.

A few minutes later, Stan saw his dog running from the
woods.  He could tell what had happened before his dog
reached him.  “Oh, Rusty,” he sighed.  “Why did you mess
with a skunk?”

Back in the woods, the skunk was eating some fat juicy
beetles.  He had driven off another enemy.

aiaiaiaiaia
God gave skunks a special way to protect themselves.

Just under the beautiful black-and-white tail, He put two
little scent glands.  The scent glands store a smelly liquid
that a skunk can spray at enemies.

A skunk does not spray without giving warning.  If an
enemy bothers the skunk, it stamps its front feet on the
ground.  If the enemy does not go away, the skunk hisses
and raises its tail.  Then the enemy had better run!  But if it
doesn’t, the skunk lifts its tail straight up.  It squeezes the
scent glands.  A stream of smelly, yellowish spray shoots
into the enemy’s face and eyes.

The spray stings and burns the enemy’s eyes.  It may
even make him blind for a short time.  The awful smell will
stay on his fur for a long time.

Skunks do not spray other animals often.  They like to

17

Lesson 5



mind their own business.  They sleep during the day.  At
night, they come out to find food.  Skunks eat 
beetles, grasshoppers, mice, and fruit.  
They also eat grass.  They like to 
steal birds’ eggs and eat them too.

Skunks do not have many 
enemies.  Any animal that gets 
sprayed by a skunk usually 
leaves all skunks alone after 
that!  But great horned 
owls kill and eat skunks 
sometimes.  The smelly 
spray does not seem to 
bother them.

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

SScceenntt  ggllaannddss  7. What are scent glands?

aarree  lliittttllee  ssaaccss  wwhheerree  aa  
sskkuunnkk’’ss    sspprraayy  iiss  ssttoorreedd..

GGrreeaatt  hhoorrnneedd8. What animal eats skunks?

oowwllss  eeaatt  sskkuunnkkss..
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Lessons 5, 6

Number these things in the order they happen.

119. The skunk stamps its feet.

3310. The skunk raises its tail.

4411. The skunk sprays.

2212. The skunk hisses.

Follow the directions.

13. Name three of the things a skunk eats. AAnnyy  tthhrreeee::

bbeeeettlleess,,  ggrraasssshhooppppeerrss,,  mmiiccee,,
ffrruuiitt,,  ggrraassss,,  eeggggss

Lesson 6 Porcupines

WE REMEMBER
Write something interesting about each of these mammals.

AAnnsswweerrss1. skunk
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