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Both Linking andAction

A linking verb links the subject with a word in the predicate that renames or
describes the subject.

You know that the eight being verbs can be linking verbs. There are several
other verbs that can be either linking or action, depending on their use in the sen-
tence. Memorize these verbs:

ttaassttee ffeeeell ssmmeellll ssoouunndd llooookk aappppeeaarr

Underline the linking verbs. Circle the predicate adjectives.

1. The soup tasted too salty.

2. After working in the garden all afternoon, Lisa felt hot and sticky.

3. Sue looks sleepy.

4. Mmm, that casserole smells good.

5. My voice sounded funny when I had laryngitis.

6. The sky appeared dark and stormy.

If one of these verbs is a linking verb, it will be followed by a predicate adjec-
tive that describes the subject.

Hannah’s blanket feels soft.
If it is an action verb, the subject will be performing the action of the verb—

whether the action is physical (doing) or mental (thinking).

I feel the rain on my face.

Here is a quick test to help you decide whether one of these verbs is a linking
verb or action verb. Replace the verb with is or are. Then say the subject, verb,
and the word that you think is the predicate adjective together. If it makes sense,
it is a linking verb. If it does not, it is an action verb.

TThhoossee  cchhooccoollaattee  ccooookkiieess  ssmmeellll aawwffuullllyy  ggoooodd..      
cookies are good  makes sense   linking verb

WWee  ssmmeelllleedd tthhee  ssmmookkee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffoorreesstt  ffiirreess..      
we are smoke doesn’t make sense   action verb

Underline the verbs. Write linking or action.

7.                            This chocolate cake tastes delicious.

Lesson 9
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8.                            A strange dog appeared on our doorstep this afternoon.

9.                            The doctor looked at the gash on my knee.

10.                            These fresh peaches smell delicious.

11.                            Your voice sounds hoarse.

12.                            This board still feels rough.

13.                            Taste this clam chowder.

14.                            Can you smell that freshly cut alfalfa?

15.                            The line on the left appears longer than the one on the right.

Go back to Nos. 7-15. In the sentences that have linking verbs, circle the predicate 
adjectives.

Write the verbs that can be either linking or action.

16.

We Remember
Underline the correct pronoun. Circle first person, second person, or third person.

17. The family that lives in the beige house are them, they.

ffiirrsstt  ppeerrssoonn                              sseeccoonndd  ppeerrssoonn                              tthhiirrdd  ppeerrssoonn

18. José and I, me watched the crop duster spray the cotton field.

ffiirrsstt  ppeerrssoonn                              sseeccoonndd  ppeerrssoonn                              tthhiirrdd  ppeerrssoonn

Fill in the blanks.

SSiinngguullaarr SSiinngguullaarr  PPoosssseessssiivvee PPlluurraall PPlluurraall  PPoosssseessssiivvee

19. fox a.                                  foxes b.                                     

20. goose a.                                  geese b.                                     

Circle one adjective phrase. Put parentheses around two adverb phrases. 
Then diagram the sentences.

21. Jeff and Andrew climbed upon the corral fence.
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22. The man with Daddy works for us.

Underline the possessive pronoun. Write whether it is used as an adjective or pronoun. 

23.                            Dad turned the machine on its side to repair it.

24.                            Is this Tina’s coat? It looks like hers.

Circle the letters that should be capitalized. Add underlining or quotation marks where
needed. In No. 26, the is part of the title.

25. ted’s afternoon off is the fifth chapter of akin to anne.

26. pictures of the rubble were splashed across the front page of the los angeles times.

Write singular or plural.

27.                                  verbs end in s, but                                  verbs do not.

Add commas where needed in the phrases.

28. thin blue blanket 29. old cracked teapot

Write demonstrative or interrogative.

30.                                 this, that, these, those

31.                                 which, whose, what

Penmanship
Copy the quote in your best handwriting.

32. ““WWee  nneevveerr  rreeppeenntt  ooff  hhaavviinngg  eeaatteenn  ttoooo  lliittttllee..””

Spelling . . . the hodgepodge
These spelling words are missing the consonants. Write the correct spelling word for
each set of vowels.

33.                                       o 35.                                       aa

34.                                       aueau 36.                                       ie
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37.                                       oo 42.                                       au

38.                                       oea 43.                                       ee

39.                                       ei 44.                                       aeu

40.                                       aai 45.                                       eiaee

41.                                       oooo 46.                                       ieae

47.                                                                             oe

48.                                                                             iee

49.                                                                             ooe

Review and Quiz 2
UUssee  tthhiiss  cchheecckklliisstt  ttoo  rreevviieeww  ffoorr  QQuuiizz  22::

Can you tell whether or not the subject and verb of a sentence agree?
Can you correct a verb to make it agree with the subject?
Can you identify and diagram adjective and adverb phrases?
Can you write titles of books, magazines, newspapers, songs, poems, stories, and

chapters?
Do you know how to correctly write the singular, singular possessive, plural, and

plural possessive forms of nouns?
Do you know the three ways a writer can support the topic of a paragraph?
Write each Section 2 spelling word once.

When you are ready, ask your teacher for Quiz 2.

SECTION 3

Correlative Conjunctions
Although you have not learned the term before, you have already learned to

use the coordinating (k9 $rå dßn 6 ting) conjunctions and, but, or, nor, for, and yet. 

Daddy whistles or sings while he works.

Lesson 10

Lesson 11
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The tiny mouse scampered across the floor and into his hole.

Some coordinating conjunctions are used in pairs. We call them correlative (kß
relå ß tiv) conjunctions. They show the connection or relation between two or more
things.

eeiitthheerr  --  oorr nneeiitthheerr  --  nnoorr bbootthh  --  aanndd nnoott  oonnllyy  --  bbuutt  aallssoo

Both Sarah and Dorcas like to read.

Either sweep the floor or dust the furniture.

Remember to use a comma before coordinating conjunctions when they connect
two sentences.

Fill in the blanks.

1. Conjunctions                             words or groups of words.

2. And, but, or, nor, for, and yet are                                                 conjunctions.

3. Coordinating conjunctions that are used in pairs are called                                             
conjunctions.

Underline the correlative conjunctions. 

4. Jason not only left his backpack in the van but also forgot his jacket.

5. Both the cucumbers and the tomatoes need water.

6. Maple trees grow best where it is neither too warm nor too cold.

7. Either you meet us at the park, or we can pick you up at your house.

8. We know neither the day nor the hour of Jesus’ return.

The words following each part of a correlative conjunction should be the same
part of speech. 

WWrroonngg  Either lleett Nancy or AAnnnnaa help you.

(Either and or are followed by different parts of speech.)

RRiigghhtt  Let either NNaannccyy or AAnnnnaa help you.

(Either and or are both followed by nouns.)

Rewrite the sentence correctly.

9. You may read either a book or work on your project.

vveerrbb nnoouunn

nnoouunn nnoouunn
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Diagramming

Diagram conjunctions that join words on a dotted line connecting the words.

JJaammeess  aanndd  JJoohhnn  aarree  wwaallkkiinngg  ttoo  sscchhooooll..

   James     

    are walking  

  John         

Diagram conjunctions that join phrases on a dotted line connecting the phrases.

MMaarrkk  sseeaarrcchheedd  iinn  tthhee  cclloosseett  aanndd  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  bbeedd..

  Mark             searched    

Diagram a conjunction joining a compound sentence on a dotted line from verb
to verb.

KKaarrii’’ss  rroooomm  iiss  nneeaatt,,  bbuutt  TTeedd’’ss  rroooomm  iiss  mmeessssyy..

   room        is        neat   

   room        is        messy   

Diagram correlative conjunctions on a dotted line that connects the words.
Write the first conjunction, put three dots, and write the second.

BBootthh  CChhaarrlleess  aanndd  WWiilllliiaamm  sslleepptt  oonn  tthhee  wwaayy..

  Charles       

         slept       

  William      

FFaatthheerr  iiss  eeiitthheerr  iinn  tthhee  sshhoopp  oorr  iinn  tthhee  bbaarrnn..

    Father                is                   

to

school

and

the

in

closet

his

under
bed

and

Kari’s
Ted’s

but

on

the

way

Both
...and

the

in

shop

the

in

barn
either . . . or
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Diagram the sentences.

10. Neither Granddad nor Grandma went to church today.

11. You may sit either with us or beside Melody.

12. Darren is both courteous and friendly.

13. Mr. Walsh is not only a minister, but also a physician.

We Remember
Underline the linking verbs. Circle the predicate adjectives.

14. The underground cellar smells musty.

15. Mom appeared tired after her long day in the kitchen.

16. The wail of a siren sounded eerie in the calm, silent night.
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Define the terms.

17. predicate adjective                                                                                                          

18. predicate nominative                                                                                                          

Underline the verb. Write linking or action.

19.                               Beth warily tasted the fried okra.

20.                               The lemon meringue pie looked delicious.

21.                               Daddy’s face felt rough and whiskery.

22.                               I can feel a funny bulge under the mattress.

Underline the demonstrative pronouns and circle the interrogative pronouns. Write
whether each is used as a pronoun (pro) or adjective (adj).

23.           Which of your brothers works at the flour mill?

24.           Did you know those fish can leap up to three feet out of the water?

Underline the possessive case pronoun. Write pronoun or adjective to show how it is
used.

25.                          The two boys on the teeter-totter are my brothers.

26.                          Emily, Dawn, and their mother volunteer at the nursing home every
Thursday.

27.                          Since David’s coat is too small for him, he may wear one of yours.

Put parentheses around the prepositional phrases. Label each as an adjective (adj) 
or adverb (adv) phrase.

28. The wild roses are blooming along the side of the road.

29. All of our canaries were sold to a pet store.

30. Mr. Sweney sells us hay for our livestock.

Penmanship
Use your best handwriting.

31. Write each spelling word once.
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. . . the meaning

Read the sentences. Write the underlined spelling word beside the correct definition.

32. “Let’s sing the third stanza in unison,” said Brother Joe.

                                         a group of lines that make up part of a poem or song

                                         several songs sung one right after another

33. As the conductor lifted his baton, the musicians positioned their instruments.

                                         one who directs a group of singers or musicians

                                         person in charge of collecting tickets on a train

34. The rhythm of the music drifting from across the park is annoying.

                                         words that sound alike

                                         sounds in regular pattern or beat

35. A string quartet includes two violins, a viola, and a cello.

                                         instrument played by four people

                                         a group of four singers or musicians

36. “Will you hum the melody so I can learn it?” asked Marissa.

                                         the accented and unaccented syllables of a poem

                                         the main tune of a song

37. The bottom tone of a chord is called the root.

                                         three or more musical notes sounded at the same time

                                         electrical wire with a plug

Lesson 11

Music
conductor symphony melody alto

soprano anthem cello duet

violin chord chorus tenor

orchestra harmony stanza octet

solo refrain quartet rhythm
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38. The musical piece features a violin and piano duet.

                                         two instruments competing against each other

                                         music performed by or written for two voices or instruments

39. The Pilgrim Chorus will give a program at our church on Sunday evening.

                                         a group of singers

                                         a group of ministers that take turns preaching

40. I attended the concert performed by the London Philharmonic Orchestra.

                                         a large group of musicians who play together on different
instruments

                                         the people who come to listen to musicians

41. Beethoven wrote his Ninth Symphony after he had become deaf.

                                         a large piece of music written for an orchestra

                                         the building where an orchestra performs

Write the spelling word by its definition.

hhaarrmmoonnyy oocctteett ssoolloo tteennoorr rreeffrraaiinn

aallttoo vviioolliinn aanntthheemm ssoopprraannoo cceelllloo

42.                                          a part in music written for the lowest woman’s singing
voice, or an instrument with the same tone

43.                                          singing or playing an instrument alone

44.                                          a stringed instrument with four strings played with a bow; 
it has a high tone.

45.                                          a phrase or verse of a song that is repeated

46.                                          a part in music written for the highest woman’s singing
voice, or an instrument with the same tone

47.                                          music performed by or written for eight voices or instru-
ments

48.                                          a song of praise or devotion

49.                                          a stringed instrument like a violin, but larger and with
lower tone

50.                                          musical notes sounded together

51.                                          a part in music written for the highest men’s singing voice,
or an instrument with the same tone


