
Singular Indefinite Pronouns
Indefinite pronouns do not name a specific person or group of people. They can be

singular, plural, or either singular or plural. You will be reviewing the indefinite pro-
nouns that are singular.

eeaacchh eeiitthheerr eevveerryyoonnee nnoo  oonnee aannyyoonnee ssoommeeoonnee
oonnee nneeiitthheerr eevveerryybbooddyy nnoobbooddyy aannyybbooddyy ssoommeebbooddyy

Underline the indefinite pronouns in the sentences.

1. Someone in the room called out, “Here come Paul and Diane; everybody hide!”
2. One of the windows in the car was inadvertently left open, and the rain soaked the seat.
3. Sue let the phone ring a dozen times, but apparently no one was home.
4. Miss Rachel thanked each of her students for their cooperation throughout the school year.

Indefinite pronouns can be used as subjects, predicate nominatives, direct objects,
indirect objects, and objects of prepositions.

s
NNeeiitthheerr of the keys fits the lock.

pn
Yes, Daniel is oonnee of my brothers.

do
Grandma calls eeaacchh of her sisters every Sunday afternoon.

io
Brandon told eevveerryyoonnee the story of his adventurous balloon ride.

op
Brother Dean said, "I have a question for eevveerryyoonnee."

Underline the indefinite pronoun in each sentence. Write whether it is used as a subject (s),
predicate nominative (pn), direct object (do), indirect object (io), or object of the preposition
(op).

5.          David said, “We could set one of the tables against the wall.”
6.          There is still room in the car for someone to ride along.
7.          Does anyone know what time it is?
8.          “This year has been one of the hottest on record,” the weatherman remarked.
9.          The man at the yard sale said, “I’m sorry. I already sold someone the rowboat.”

Name the five ways singular indefinite pronouns can be used in sentences.

10.
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Indefinite Pronouns and Verb Agreement
Singular indefinite pronouns used as subjects need a singular verb. Sometimes the

subject of a sentence is followed by a prepositional phrase. The subject of a sentence is
never in a prepositional phrase. The verb should agree with the subject, not the object
of the preposition.

One (of the tires) needs repairs.

For interrogative sentences, it may help to change the question to a statement. Then
choose the kind of verb that is needed.

Is either of these plates yours? Either of these plates is yours.

Underline the correct verb.

11. Neither of these pens write, writes very well.
12. Things will go smoothly if each do, does his part.
13. Everyone in the stands was, were waiting for the President’s entrance.

Supplies for the Interview
Here are the things you should take with you to the interview.

� Notebook for taking notes.
� Pencils—take two in case one breaks. 
� List of questions. Have your questions written down. 

WWee  RReemmeemmbbeerr

Correct the sentences.

14. Our van is like the Mast family’s except there’s is a year newer.
15. Aren’t I going with you to the library?
16. “I better clean the windshield before we leave,” Lyle observed.

Write whether the underlined word is a verb or participle.

17.                                The Larsons are moving to Vermont this weekend.
18.                                The men worked hard loading the furniture into the moving truck.

Put parentheses around the prepositional phrases. Label the adverb phrases (adv).

19. The books on the bottom shelves were ruined in the floodwaters.
20. They will need to be replaced before the next school year.
21. Paul met Christ on the road to Damascus, and his life was changed.
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Rewrite the quotation, adding punctuation.

22. Before we leave said Dad make sure all doors and windows are locked

Underline the nominative case pronouns. Write whether it is used as a subject (s) or predi-
cate nominative (pn). Circle first person, second person, or third person.

23.         That woman in the blue dress looks like Mrs. Dorian. Yes, that is she.
ffiirrsstt  ppeerrssoonn sseeccoonndd  ppeerrssoonn tthhiirrdd  ppeerrssoonn

24.         We boys are going with Dean and Ron to get firewood.
ffiirrsstt  ppeerrssoonn sseeccoonndd  ppeerrssoonn tthhiirrdd  ppeerrssoonn

Answer the question.

25. How can you tell whether a verb is an action or linking verb?

Underline the appositive adjectives. Put commas where they are needed.

26. The stranger tense and agitated glanced at us uneasily, started to speak, then suddenly
turned and hurried away.

27. Uncle Doug impetuous as always dropped his bag and ran after the man.

Diagram the sentences.

28. The weather, hot and muggy, foretold a coming thunderstorm.

29. The expedition traveled up the Missouri River in keelboats and pirogues.
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30. Captain Lewis scouted along the way and collected data about plants and animals.

PPeennmmaannsshhiipp

Copy the quotation in your best handwriting.

31. Let the year be given to God in its every moment! The year is made up of minutes: let these
be watched as having been dedicated to God! It is in the sanctification of the small that hallowing
of the large is secure.

—G. Campbell Morgan

SSppeelllliinngg ..  ..  ..  tthhee  ppaatttteerrnn

Write the spelling word for the set of double letters. Number 50 has two answers.

32.             l l                   
33.                                           t t                   
34.                   s s
35.                         z z             
36.       l l                   
37.       p p                                           
38.                                     e e
39.       s s                                     
40.             m m                               
41.             s s                   
42.                               l l                                     
43.       c c                                     
44.             r r                   
45.       p p                   
46.       l l                                     
47.                         s s             
48.       n n                                           
49.                         s s                   
50.       p p                                                 

      p p                                                 
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Punctuating Quotations
You know that periods and commas always go inside the ending quotation mark.

Other punctuation marks—question marks and exclamation points—usually do the
same. But sometimes they go outside the closing quotation mark.
Look at the direct quotation. Say it to yourself. Is it a question? Then put the ques-

tion mark with the quote, inside the closing quotation mark. Is the direct quote an
exclamation? Put the exclamation mark with the quote, inside the quotation marks.

Jesus said unto Judas, "Friend, wherefore art thou come??""
Who said, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go??""
When Saul and Jonathan died, David cried, “How are the mighty fallen!!””

Is the direct quote merely a statement? If the direct quote is not a question, but the
rest of the sentence is, put the question mark outside of the closing quotation mark,
away from the quote. If the direct quote is not an exclamation, but the rest of the sen-
tence is, put the exclamation point outside the closing quotation mark, away from the
quote.

Who said, "Little strokes fell great oaks""??
How encouraging is the promise, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee””!!
Is there any proof that Abraham Lincoln really said “Honesty is the best policy””??

Circle the letter of the correct quotation. Remember: Look at the quote itself to help you decide.

1. a. Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire of the
Lord by him?”

b. Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire of the
Lord by him”?

2. a. Mrs. Landon exclaimed, “That’s an excellent idea!”
b. Mrs. Landon exclaimed, “That’s an excellent idea”!

3. a. Who said, “Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give I thee?”
b. Who said, “Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give I thee”?

4. a. Wasn’t it Goliath who asked David, “Am I a dog?”
b. Wasn’t it Goliath who asked David, “Am I a dog”?

5. a. Was it Churchill or Disraeli who gave this address to a school group, “Never give in,
never give in, never, never, never, never?”

b. Was it Churchill or Disraeli who gave this address to a school group, “Never give in,
never give in, never, never, never, never”?

Put quotation marks in the sentences where they belong.

6. Was it Patrick Henry who said, Give me liberty or give me death?
7. The mob cried, Crucify Him!
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8. Which Old Testament character said, Is there any taste in the white of an egg?
9. Who was it that said, We must indeed all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang sep-

arately?

Write inside or outside.

10. If the direct quote is a question or exclamation, put the question mark or exclamation point 
                           the closing quotation mark.

11. If the direct quote is not a question or exclamation, but the rest of the sentence is, put the
question mark or exclamation point                            the closing quotation mark.

Conducting the Interview
When you interview someone, remember the Golden Rule—treat others as you would

want others to treat you. Here are some pointers:

� Be polite. Don’t hurry the interviewee; give him time to think.
� Listen carefully. Show interest in what he has to say.
� Take good notes. Write direct quotes exactly as they were said. If you get

behind in your writing, ask the person to stop until you are ready to go on. If
there is something you don’t understand, ask. 

� Be sure to thank the person before you leave the interview.
� As soon as you get back home, rewrite or type the notes so you can read

them. If you interview more than one person, remember to keep each per-
son’s name with the information you received from him.

WWee  RReemmeemmbbeerr

Underline the objective case pronoun in each sentence. Write whether it is used as a direct
object (do), indirect object (io), or object of the preposition (op).

12.        Christ died for us on Calvary that we might be free from sin.
13.        We stood at the penguin display for quite a while; the workers were feeding them and

it was fascinating to watch.
14.        Lucien wanted to make friends with Danny, so he carved him a set of animals.

Write a sentence using appositive adjectives.

15.

Complete the statements.

16. Adverbs modify                                       ,                                       , and 
                                      .
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17. Prepositional phrases begin with a                                       and end with a 
                                                 .

18. Commas and periods go                                       the ending quotation mark.

Put a �� by the singular indefinite pronouns.

19.         somebody         each         nobody
        one         either         themselves
        yourself         someone         everyone
        no one         everybody         neither
        anyone         ourselves         anybody

Underline the indefinite pronoun in each sentence. Circle the correct verb.

20. On expeditions such as Lewis and Clark’s, each of the men has, have a specific job to do.
21. Everyone was, were anxious, excited, and ready to adventure into unknown lands.
22. Neither of the captains was, were sure what lay ahead for them and their crew.

Diagram the sentences.

23. The Missouri River, muddy and unpredictable, flows through seven states.

24. Both Lewis and Clark wrote about interesting animals and plants.

Answer the questions.

25. What is an adverb phrase?                                                                                                                    
26. How are appositive adjectives different from predicate adjectives?                                            

Put parentheses around the adverb phrases. Draw an arrow from each to the word it 
modifies.
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27. Clark wrote about the badger in his journal.
28. He said the badger’s shape looked like a beaver, its head looked like a dog, and its tail

looked like a groundhog.
29. Lewis was disappointed that he could not approach within gunshot of the antelope; “They

will frequently discover and flee from you at the distance of three miles.”

PPeennmmaannsshhiipp

Copy the quotation in your best handwriting.

30. Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees

And rests on that alone:

Laughs at impossibilities,

And says it shall be done.

—Charles Wesley

SSppeelllliinngg ..  ..  ..  tthhee  hhooddggeeppooddggee

Write the spelling word that comes alphabetically between the words.

31. incense                                      incidence
32. commission                                      commotion
33. apparel                                      appearance
34. esophagus                                      establish
35. abuse                                      access
36. baron                                      barter
37. intelligent                                      interpret
38. embargo                                      emblem
39. peasant                                      pedometer
40. nuisance                                      numeral
41. animation                                      anonymous
42. miscalculation                                      misconduct
43. alkaline                                      allowance
44. opossum                                      opposite
45. alloy                                      allusion
46. eaves                                      eclectic
47. apothecary                                      apparatus
48. fishnet                                      fistful
49. appropriate                                      apropos
50. colorless                                      colossus
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