
Section 2

Commas
Use a comma to separate two or more adjectives that modify the same noun unless

one of the adjectives describes color, number, or size.

ccoommmmaa::  Much of Saudi Arabia is a wind-swept,, dry,, barren desert.

nnoo  ccoommmmaa::  The black widow spider has a shiny black body with a red or yellow 
hourglass shape on its abdomen.

Use a comma in sentences to avoid misreading.

While hunting,, Steve found an injured bear cub.
Where May's purse is,, is anybody's guess.

Add commas where needed. Some sentences may not need commas.

1. Dad drove slowly and carefully down the narrow winding road.
2. Depending on whom you play with, Pictionary can be a fast-paced nerve-wracking game.
3. After eating Granddad sits in his recliner and takes a nap.
4. White billowy clouds soon dotted the clear blue sky.
5. Mom told the girls, “Be sure to wear warm comfortable clothes when you go ice skating.”
6. “If you want to talk talk quietly; I want to sleep,” Grace told her sisters late that night.

Collective Nouns
A collective noun is a noun that names a group of people, animals, or things, but is

singular in form.

ggrroouupp fflloocckk ccllaassss ccoommmmiitttteeee tteeaamm

An assortment of bottles lined the windowsill.

Pharaoh and his host were overcome in the Red Sea.

Underline the collective nouns.

7. The congregation listened intently to the minister’s message.
8. I was driving out the lane when suddenly a covey of quail crossed in front of me.
9. The cloud blocking the sunlight was a swarm of grasshoppers!

10. The mob cried, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”
11. Jesus saw the multitude, had compassion on them, and healed their sick.
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WWee  RReemmeemmbbeerr

Follow the directions.

12. Name the two ways nominative pronouns are used in sentences.
                                                                                                

13. Name the three ways objective case pronouns are used in sentences.
                                                                                                
                                                

Underline the correct pronoun and write how it is used: s, pn, do, io, or op.

14.          The members of Team A are Rachel, Lynette, and me, I.
15.          Jerry stood and said, “Mrs. Martin, we, us students thank you for being our teacher.”
16.          Grandpa put a rope swing in the big oak tree for we, us grandchildren.
17.          Him, He and Eldwin went camping in the Sierras for two weeks last summer.

Diagram the sentences.

18. Pumas, rheas, and guanacos make their home in Torres del Paine, a national park in South
America.

19. We are very thankful for the rain.

Label each underlined word as a verb (v) or participle (p).

20. One thing that really annoys me is a dripping faucet.
21. Sarah drizzled melted butter over the mashed potatoes.

Cross out the wrong word in the sentences. Write the correct word on the line.

22.                        Have you ever seen a white tiger? Theirs one at the Omaha Zoo.
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23.                        Mountain lions are hard to observe, for there very elusive.
24.                        With they’re jaws, hyenas can crush an elephant’s bones.

Underline the verbs twice and the subjects once.

25. Read this passage and rewrite it in your own words.
26. In the den huddled three little tiger cubs.

Identify the underlined verb as action or linking.

27.                        The photographer reported, “I stayed near the rocks for days before captur-
ing the picture.”

28.                        At first the cats seemed wary of me.

Circle the appositive. Underline the appositive phrase.

29. Unlike most of their relatives, jaguars, the largest of the New World cats, love water.

PPeennmmaannsshhiipp

Use your best handwriting.

30. Write each spelling word once.

Write the correct spelling word for each definition.

iinnssttiillll nnoovviiccee lleeccttuurree ttuuttoorr

31.                                      a teacher hired to teach and help students
32.                                      someone new to something; a beginner
33.                                      to put gradually into the mind or heart
34.                                      a speech or talk used for teaching about a specific subject 

ssttuuddiioouuss ffaaccuullttyy rreecciittaattiioonn ddiipplloommaa

35.                                      careful; liking to study
36.                                      certificate given by a school stating that a student has completed

a certain course of study
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37.                                      a repeating of something from memory
38.                                      the teachers of a school

llooggiicc aacchhiieevveemmeenntt ttuuiittiioonn ppaarraapphhrraassee

39.                                      to say the meaning of text or a passage in one’s own words
40.                                      something accomplished
41.                                      the money paid for instruction at a school
42.                                      reasoning; sound sense

aappttiittuuddee rreeppeettiittiioonn iilllliitteerraattee ccuurrrriiccuulluumm

43.                                      a readiness to learn or understand
44.                                      the studies offered at a school
45.                                      doing or saying something over and over
46.                                      unable to read or write; not knowing much about a certain area of

knowledge

uunniivveerrssiittyy sseemmeesstteerr sscchhoollaassttiicc ssoopphhoommoorree

47.                                      a student in the second year of high school or college
48.                                      a division of a school year; usually 18 weeks
49.                                      relating to schools, students, or education
50.                                      the school of highest level of learning

Participial Phrases
You know that a participle is a verb form used as an adjective. A participial (pär tß siå

p7 ßl) phrase is a participle with its modifiers or complements. Participial phrases func-
tion as adjectives.

The wind (bblloowwiinngg through the leaves) was a peaceful sound.

A participial phrase at the beginning of a sentence modifies the subject of the sen-
tence.

(GGrriinnnniinngg broadly), I stepped up to bat.

(RRoowwiinngg across the lake), the boys took turns at the oars.

A participial phrase not at the beginning of the sentence immediately follows the
word it modifies. 

The boys (rroowwiinngg across the lake) took turns at the oars.
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Todd lay under the trees and listened to the wind (bblloowwiinngg through the leaves.)

Label the participles (part). Underline the participial phrases. Draw an arrow from each phrase
to the word it modifies.

1. She regretted her words, spoken hastily and angrily.
2. The rope, worn through, should be replaced before it snaps.
3. Galen aimed his rifle, steadied his arm, and took a shot at the bear sniffling around the bait.
4. Caught by the wind, the man’s hat sailed away like a balloon.
5. Dad, handing Joel the car keys, cautioned him to be careful.
6. Shoving his book into the desk, Mike leaped from his chair and headed toward the door.
7. Drawing rapidly, the artist captured the scene on paper.
8. The woman standing beside my mom is my aunt.

Misplaced Participles 
Participial phrases are somtimes misplaced so that they modify the wrong word.

These misplaced phrases are often humorous, but they are confusing. Rearrange or
rewrite the sentence to make sure the participial phrase modifies the correct word.

WWrroonngg Sitting on the telephone lines, the boys aimed their slingshots at the birds.

RRiigghhtt The boys aimed their slingshots at the birds sitting on the telephone lines.
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Rewrite the sentences correctly.

9. A boy dodged customers and vehicles running across the parking lot.                                    

10. Dad tied Grandpa’s shoes kneeling in front of him.

11. Sleeping soundly, the thunder did not wake me.

12. The girls climbed onto their desks when they saw a mouse screaming with fright.

WWee  RReemmeemmbbeerr

Put parentheses around the adverb phrases. Draw an arrow from each to the word 
it modifies.

13. We were walking up the mountain to our camp when it began raining.
14. The tiger crouched in the tall grass and watched the deer graze.
15. The river is very shallow in some places.
16. The Shenandoah River runs through the valley from south to north.

Underline the collective nouns.

17. The audience applauded as the orchestra stood and the conductor bowed.
18. The explorers had no idea whether the tribe was friendly or hostile.
19. The library committee meets once a month.

Diagram the sentence.

20. This china cup is cracked along the handle.
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21. Charles Lindbergh, an early aviator, flew the first nonstop flight from New York to Paris.

                                        (                  )                                                                   

Underline the correct pronoun. Write how each is used.

22.          That plane ride gave us, we passengers quite a thrill.
23.          Dad asked Darcy and I, me to do the chores for Andy.

24.          A strong man is him, he who can control his temper.

Add commas where needed.

25. A soft warm afghan lay across the foot of the four-poster bed.
26. If you go go on a Tuesday or Thursday since there will be fewer people.

Complete the sentences.

27. Direct objects and indirect objects follow                          verbs.
28. Predicate adjectives and predicate nominatives follow                          verbs.

29. Use a comma to separate two adjectives that modify the same noun unless one of them 
describes                          ,                          , or                          .

Circle the appositive. Underline the appositive phrase.

30. Darla sent Mrs. Mendoza, her Spanish teacher, a get-well card.

PPeennmmaannsshhiipp

The Declaration of Independence can be divided into four parts. You copied the
Preamble in Lesson 4. Here is the Declaration of Rights.

Copy the paragraph in your best handwriting.

31. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.”

Declaration of Rights
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SSppeelllliinngg ..  ..  ..  tthhee  uussaaggee

Write the spelling word that completes the sentence.

iinnssttiillll sscchhoollaassttiicc aacchhiieevveemmeenntt nnoovviiccee
ssttuuddiioouuss iilllliitteerraattee ffaaccuullttyy

32. Six of Mr. Troy’s students have been recognized for their                                     in main-
taining a yearly average of 95% or higher.

33. Grandmother laughed and said, “Software, hard drives, e-mail—it doesn’t make sense to 
me; I’m computer                                     !”

34. Before admission to college, Paul was required to take a                                     aptitude
test.

35. Margaret is very                                     ; her grades reflect that too.
36. Dad explained to Mr. Jones, “We send our children to a Christian school to 

                                    godly values along with the usual subjects.”
37. “You’re doing very well on the computer for a                                     . You soon won’t

need my help at all,” Joel told his younger sister.
38. Each morning before school begins, the                                     meets to pray, to discuss

the day’s activities, and to share any concerns.

ccuurrrriiccuulluumm ddiipplloommaa ssoopphhoommoorree rreeppeettiittiioonn
lleeccttuurree sseemmeesstteerr aappttiittuuddee

39. In many colleges, students take required subjects in their freshman and 
                                    years.

40. Dawn is hoping to find a good art instructor, for she has exceptional 
                                    in drawing.

41. At our school, we use                                     from Christian Light Education.
42. Nola is taking algebra, home economics, and typing next                                     .
43. Learn to use synonyms in your writing and speaking to avoid                                     .
44. Friday evening at First Baptist Church, Ron Starr will give a                                     on

Creation versus Evolution.
45. Mr. Randall has framed and hung his college                                     on his office wall.

uunniivveerrssiittyy ttuuttoorr ppaarraapphhrraassee iilllliitteerraattee
rreecciittaattiioonn llooggiicc ttuuiittiioonn

46. In many poor countries the majority of the people are                                     .
47. Dad advised Aaron, “These math problems are not that difficult. Read through them 

carefully and use                                     to figure out the answers.”
48. While the chorus hummed softly, Robert did a                                     about a boy’s 

memories of his childhood.
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49. Founded in 1636, Harvard is the oldest                                     that is still operating in the
United States.

50.                                     for most private schools and colleges has risen dramatically in the
past five years.

51. A family or school may hire a                                     if a child needs extra help in difficult
subjects, or if he is sickly and frail.

52. “One of my assignments,” Kara wrote from Bible school to her parents, “was to 
                                    1 Corinthians 13.”

Participial Phrases With Modifiers
A participial phrase can contain adverbs or prepositional phrases. This is because a

participle is a verb form. But the whole phrase is considered an adjective.

(adv)
Uncle Robert, llaauugghhiinngg heartily, got up from the broken lawn chair.

(adv phrase)

PPeeeerriinngg (into the darkness), Jan saw a light bobbing toward the cabin.

(adv) (adv phrase)
Traffic, nearly  ssttooppppeedd (by the accident), piled up for miles down the highway.

Underline the participial phrases.

1. Singing softly, Mother rocked Amanda to sleep.
2. Matthew, thinking hard, suggested a possible solution to the problem.
3. Sitting on the porch, I watched the children’s scooter race.
4. Out of the thick smoke came the firemen, covered with soot and ashes.

Go back to Nos. 1-4. In each participial phrase, circle the adverbs and put parentheses
around the prepositional phrases.

Diagramming Participial Phrases With Modifiers
Participial phrase with adverb:

SSiinnggiinngg  jjooyyffuullllyy,,  MMootthheerr  wweenntt  aabboouutt  hheerr  wwoorrkk..

      Mother           went       
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