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SECTION 1

FARM COMMUNITIES

Lesson 2 About Farm Communities

Say these words to someone.

Brrrrup-brrrup-brrup-brup-brummmm! It is early in the
morning and Farmer John is starting his tractor. It is time to
go to the field.

John smiles as he drives his tractor down the lane. The
fruit trees he sees are full of tasty peaches. He knows that
God has made the trees do so well. John thanks God for
the good crop.

John has been a farmer for many years. He has raised
much food for other people. Sometimes the work is hard,
but he still likes being a farmer. He likes working with God
to bring good food to others.

crop (cräp). Food from plants.

livestock (l8v•stäk). Animals raised on a farm.

mechanic (m3•k1•n3k). A person who works on machines.

soil (s$il). The ground or dirt that plants grow in.
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Do this activity to show how a farmer has helped you today. 

1. Think of foods that you have eaten today that came from a farm.
Draw pictures in the box to show what they are.

The farmer does an important work.  But he does not do
this all by himself.  Sometimes farmers need other people to
help them.

Mark is one of John’s
neighbors.  Mark is a
mechanic. He helps
farmers by repairing their
tractors for them.  Though
Mark is not a farmer, he
still lives in a farm
community.

The community that
John and Mark live in is good for farming.  There are many
different farms.  But not all of the farmers raise peaches like
John does.
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The kind of crop that a farmer
raises depends on what kind of soil
is on his farm.  The soil on Farmer
John’s farm is a bit sandy.  This soil
is good for peach trees.  But some
plants do better in other kinds of
soil.

Not all farmers raise crops.
Some farmers raise animals instead.
Their farms are called livestock
farms.  Sometimes farmers raise
both crops and livestock.

Do these activities.

2. Write a sentence using the word crop. 

3. Write a sentence using the word mechanic.
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Lessons 2, 3

Write T for true or F for false.

4. Only farmers live in farm communities.

5. Plants grow well in any kind of soil.

6. Farmers never raise both plant crops and livestock.

7. There are many different kinds of farm communities.

Lesson 3 Grain Farms

WE REMEMBER

Fill in the blanks.

1. The people living in a certain area and the area they live in is called 

a .

2. The page in this LightUnit that shows what each lesson is about is  

the page.

3. A works on machines.

4. Some farmers raise both and

.



Say these words to someone.

Grain farms raise crops like corn, wheat, 
and rice.  The seed from 
these plants is called
grain.

Grain is an important
food.  People make
bread, pasta, syrup, 
and many other things from grain.
Grain is also used to feed livestock.

Many grain farms are in the Great
Plains.  This is a large area of flat land

in the middle part of the United States and Canada.  Some
grain farms in the Great Plains are so big that you could
walk all day and not 
get across one.

To work so 
much land, 
farmers use
machines.  They
use tractors to till

10

Lesson 3

grain (gr6n). The seed from grasses like corn and wheat.

pasta (päs•tß). Foods made from wheat and water. Macaroni 
and noodles are both pasta.
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Corn

Plowing with
a tractor

Wheat

Rice



the soil and combines to 
gather the grain. 

Years ago, 
farms were not so large.  
People did not have big
machines to help them.
They had to do everything by 
hand or with animals.

Now there
are machines
to help
farmers. But
farmers cannot
get better crops just by 
using machines.  Plants 
need God’s rain and 
sunshine to grow. 

Job 5:10 says that God “giveth rain
upon the earth, and sendeth waters 
upon the fields.”  Without God’s 
rain and sunshine, there would 
be no more grain to make good 
food.

Lesson 3

Plowing with
horses

Reaping
by
hand

Planting 
by hand

Using a
combine to
harvest wheat
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Planting with
a tractor
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Do these activities.

5. Name three kinds of grain. 

6. Name all the things in your lunch that are made from grain.

7. Are there grain farms in or near your community?

What kind of grain do they raise?

� Do this activity.

8. Look up wheat, corn, or rice in the World Book Encyclopedia.
Study the pictures and read the parts that are interesting to you.
Write two things that you learn.

Some activities in your LightUnits will have a star ��
in front of them.  The star means that you should ask your
teacher whether or not to do that activity.
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Lesson 4 Livestock Farms

WE REMEMBER

Fill in the blanks.

1. A mechanic works on .

2. A farm that raises animals is called a 
farm.

3. The kind of crop that a farmer raises depends on the weather and

the kind of that is on his farm.

4. Plants need and 
to grow well.

5. , , and
are all grains.



Say these words to someone.

Poultry Farms

Poultry farms raise birds—chickens, ducks, or turkeys.
Poultry are raised mostly for their eggs or meat.

Most poultry farms keep their birds in large barns.  These
poultry barns have heaters to warm the birds in the winter.
They also have fans to cool the birds when it is hot.

Dairy Farms

Dairy farms raise cattle for their milk.

A cow gives milk after having a calf.  Farmers can then
milk the cow twice a day for many months.

Many dairy farmers also raise corn or another crop as
feed for their cattle.  The corn plants are chopped into little
pieces and put in a tall, round building called a silo.  This
chopped-up corn is called silage.  The farmers feed some of
the silage to their cattle every day. 
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calf (k1f). A young cow or bull.

dairy (d2r•7). Having to do with milk.

graze (gr6z). To eat grass.

poultry (p9l•tr7). Birds raised for their eggs and meat.

ranch (r1nch). A large farm where livestock is raised.
silage (s8•l3j). Chopped-up corn or other plants used as feed 

for cattle.
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Good dairy farmers take care of their cows as well as
they can.  Cows give better milk that way.  Some cows can
give over 100 cups of milk in a day!

Cattle and Sheep Farms

Not all cattle are raised for their milk.  Some farmers raise
them for their meat and skin.  Their cattle are called beef
cattle.

Beef cattle and sheep are often raised on ranches.
Livestock raised on ranches are not kept in a barn.  They are
raised on large grass fields.  They spend much time grazing,
munching green grass for their food.

Ranches need more land to
raise livestock than other farms
do.  So most ranches are in
communities where there are
fewer trees and houses.

Think about your
community.  Do you think it is
a good place for ranching?

Lesson 4
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Write T for true or F for false.  If the answer is false, cross out
the underlined word and write a word on the line that will make it
true.  If the answer is true, do not write anything on the line.

6. Dairy foods are made from grain.

7. Ranches need lots of grassland.

8. A silo is used for holding milk.

9. Turkeys and chickens are beef cattle. 

10. Cows give milk after having a calf.

11. Poultry are raised for milk.

Think and answer.

12. Is the land in your community good for ranching?

Tell why or why not.


