
Read “Lyric Poetry” and “What Is So Rare as a Day in June?” (pp. 208, 209).

Answer these questions.

1. What is lyric poetry?

2. Where are two places you might see lyrics in church?

3. What three kinds of lyrics will you study?

4. Who wrote “What Is So Rare as a Day in June?”

5. Where was the author born?

6. Where did he receive his college education?

7. From what longer poem is “What Is So Rare as a Day in June?” an excerpt?

The Ode; “The Spacious Firmament on High”

Read “The Ode” and “The Spacious Firmament” (pp. 209, 210).

Do these exercises.

8. Define ode.

9. Write an original sentence telling who wrote “The Spacious Firmament,” where he was born, and
where he went to college.

“The Spacious Firmament,” set to Haydn’s music, is in a number of hymnals. Find it and sing
it if you can.

Do this exercise to notice the poet’s choice of words. He could have used the word tell in each
of these cases.

10. The heavens their great Original.

11. The sun to every land.

12. The moon the story of her birth.

13. The stars and planets the tidings and the truth.

14. They all forth a glorious voice.
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Match Addison’s word to its meaning.

15. vast a. unwearied

16. heavenly b. spacious

17. magnificent c. spangled

18. cannot be made tired d. glorious

19. decorated with small bright ornaments e. ethereal

20. having unlimited power o. wondrous

21. awe-inspiring p. terrestrial

22. of the earth q. almighty

23. serious r. solemn

24. actual s. real

Answer the questions.

25. In “reason’s ear,” what words do all of the heavenly bodies sing together?

26. Why don’t all ears hear these words?

LOOKING BACK . . .

Match the poems and themes.

27. After the lowly have risen to power, they often v. The Merchant of Venice

turn against those who helped them to rise. w. Macbeth

28. If we expect mercy, we must show mercy. x. Julius Caesar (Excerpt 1)

29. The heavens declare the glory of God. y. Julius Caesar (Excerpt 2)

30. Opportunity should be taken when it first knocks. z. “The Spacious Firmament”

31. There is no cure for guilt except confession and repentance.

Write lines 3-6 of the Merchant of Venice excerpt from memory.

32.
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Read “The Apostrophe” and “Apostrophe to the Ocean.” (pp. 211-213).

Answer these questions.

1. What is an apostrophe?

2. How is an apostrophe different from personification?

Tell about the author of “Apostrophe to the Ocean.”

3. name

4. childhood home

5. handicap

6. larger work the poem is excerpted from

Do these exercises.

7. Write the rhyme scheme of one stanza of this poem.

8. Count the iambic feet in the last line of each stanza and compare that number with all the other
lines. What is different about the last lines?

9. Underline the words in each line that create assonance.

a. Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain;

b. Of rock-built cities, bidding nations quake,

10. Underline the words in each line that create alliteration.

a. For earth’s destruction, thou dost all despise,

b. The stranger, slave, or savage; their decay

c. Time writes no wrinkle on thine azure brow;

11. Byron uses two similes in this poem.

a. In Stanza 1, man sinks like a .

b. In Stanza 3, the oak leviathans melt as the .

12. Poets are permitted a degree of poetic license—permission to ignore the rules of grammar—if it
makes the poem work better. In line 18, why did Byron use the improper form “let him lay”
instead of “let him lie”?
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13. Write the line that gives “Apostrophe to the Ocean” an exclamatory tone.

14. Write the number of the stanza that goes with each theme.

a. Despite the alternation of freedom and tyranny on the shore, the ocean is unchanged.

b. Man is powerless to wreck the ocean.

c. Man’s display of power in wars and warships is at the disposal of the ocean.

d. Man’s voyages for material gain are in the ocean’s control.

15. According to line 3, what is the result of man’s control?

16. What do lines 10 and 11 imply man would do with the ocean if he could?

17. Byron wrote this poem in the 1800s. What has man done with the ocean that Byron didn’t know
about?

18. What are the oak leviathans in line 22?

a. prehistoric dinasaurs c. sea creatures living on the ocean bottom

b. great warships d. great lighthouses built of wood

19. Who is the clay creator in line 23?

a. a king or ruler c. an architect

b. mud from the ocean floor d. a ship designer or builder

CREATIVE WRITING

On other paper, write an apostrophe.

You could write your apostrophe to one of the following objects:

• a field of corn – sustainer of life

• a winding road – something that takes people places

• a river – beauty and enjoyment, waters the crops

• mountains – majestic, makes us think of God

• a graveyard – the body’s rest stop before the resurrection

• a flowering plant – beauty

• an ant – industrious

• a calf on pasture with its mother – carefree and cute

Here is an example.

Apostrophe to the New Petunia

Eat up, petunia plant so slim,
Your leaves are spoons to taste the light.
Drink deep of rain. When day grows dim
Sleep sweet, dream deep, throughout the night.
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I dream a veil of velvet flow’rs
That falls, deep purple, from your crown
And dances in the breeze for hours
And proves that God is in this town.

–Katrina Hoover

You might find it useful to start by asking the object a question. If you have trouble rhyming,
try rewording your line. Don’t try to rhyme complicated or unusual sounds. Remember: poetic
language is the life of a poem, and rhyme and rhythm only enhance that beauty. Do not be
surprised if your paper is full of scribbles, crossed out lines, and new lines.

20. Draft, scribble, revise, rewrite, and hand in to your teacher.

LOOKING BACK . . .

From memory, write lines 3-6 of the Merchant of Venice excerpt.

21.

If the statement is true, write true. If it is false, write a word or words to replace the italicized
word(s) and make it true.

22. Odes, apostrophes, and elegies are types of dramatic poetry.

23. The Old Testament contains some lyric poetry.

24. Dramatic poetry can be valuable to act out.

25. Lyric poetry contains emotional and musical wording.

26. The plot of Julius Caesar is based on Shakespeare’s imagination.

27. James Russell Lowell wrote “What Is So Rare as a Day in June?”

28. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote “The Spacious Firmament.”

29. The ballad is lofty with a deep or philosophical theme.

30. The stars, moon, and planets sing, “The hand that made us is divine.”

Read “The Elegy” (p. 214) and “About the Author” (p. 220).

Lessons 8, 9
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