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21. verse with a specific foot and meter and rhyme scheme

22. “Victory in Defeat”

Write the letters of the answers.

23. According to “Conscience and Remorse,” when a person has lived a life of sin,
a. he will never want to live right again.
b. a good conscience will come back if it’s invited.
c. he has forever lost his opportunity to live right.
d. remorse will permanently fill the place of conscience.

24. 1 John 1:9 teaches that when a person has lived a life of sin,
a. he must confess his sins.
b. those sins will forever keep him from God.
c. God will overlook his mistakes.
d. God will forgive and cleanse him.

25. “Victory in Defeat” tells us that the purpose of grief and sorrow is to
a. shake our souls into hopelessness.
b. make larger areas in our hearts for joy.
c. deplete our souls of all desire for glory.
d. increase our capacity for emotion and thought.

Read “Blind But Happy” (p. 234).

Tell about the author.

1. Write the author’s name.

2. a. Tell how old she was when she lost her sight.

b. Tell how old she was when she wrote this poem.

3. List the portions of Scripture that she memorized.
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Answer these questions.

4. What is a key to happiness and contentment? (Lines 5 and 6)

5. Crosby seems to be saying that she has blessings that people who can see may not have.
Because they cannot see, blind people often develop their other senses and faculties to a higher
degree. If we think carefully about their lives, we can think of other advantages as well.

How did Crosby have time to memorize so much Scripture and write eight or nine thousand
hymns in her lifetime? What advantage did her blindness give her that allowed her to do all of
this?

6. Many of Crosby’s songs talk of spiritual vision. “Lo! a spring of joy I see,” “Visions of rapture now
burst on my sight,” “He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, where rivers of pleasure I see.”
What is one temptation common to most people that a blind person does not have to struggle
with? (See 1 John 2:16.)

Do these exercises.

7. Happiness and contentment have a prominent place in Crosby’s hymns. Use a hymnbook with
an index of hymn authors to find hymns she wrote. From these hymns find and write at least
four expressions of happiness or contentment.

8. In conjunction with your teacher, consider having a Fanny Crosby song service some morning,
singing only songs written by her. Or sing one each day for a week or two. Most hymnals have a
songwriter index that will list the numbers of all the Crosby songs in the book. Write the titles (or
first lines) of five such hymns.

“On His Blindness”

Read “On His Blindness” (p. 236).
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Follow the directions.

9. Write the author’s name.

10. Tell what age he was when he became blind.

11. This poem was written three years after he became blind. Tell what else he accomplished after
he became blind.

12. Describe the Miltonic sonnet, which he invented. Refer to page 176 if needed.

This poem is the highest-quality poem so far in this section. The poetic form is suited to the
weighty subject. While the subject is deep and universal, the poet obviously knows what he is
talking about and is able to bring the poem to a satisfactory conclusion.

Answer these questions.

13. Scan this line. What are the meter and foot of the poem?
They also serve who only stand and wait.

14. What is the rhyme scheme?

15. How many lines does the poem have?

16. What kind of poem is this?

17. What virtue is personified in this poem?

18. The poem alludes to the parable of the talents, Matthew 25:14-30. To what part of the parable
does Milton allude when he says “that one talent which is death to hide”?

19. Milton obviously had a talent for writing poetry. What does he say he fears if he does not use it?
(Be sure you check the meaning of the word in Line 6.)

20. The word fondly in line 8 in Milton’s time meant “foolishly.” In his foolishness, what does Milton
say seems unfair for God to ask of him (line 7)?

21. Who pleases God best?

PRESENTING POETRY
At the end of this LightUnit, you will recite from memory one of the poems from pages

236-246. Your options start with “On His Blindness” and end with “Good Friday.” You will have
to choose the poem you are going to recite by Lesson 6, but for your own sake, earlier would be
better.

An interesting thing happens when you memorize. If you memorize a poem you thought you
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didn’t understand, probably by the time you have it memorized, you will have a much better
understanding of its meaning. Memorizing is another method of digging deep into the meaning of
poetry.

Write two or more titles that you think you might be interested in memorizing.

22.

LOOKING BACK . . .

Complete the sentences.

23. If a person has no enemies, it may be a sign that he is a .

24. In “Victory in Defeat” the symbolizes trials and opposition.

25. Dunbar felt that would fill the vacancy left by Conscience.

26. To know the mighty rapture, the soul must first know the mighty .

27. Something corrupted by falsehood is .

Write the name of the poem for each theme.

28. Men show what value they place on their souls by
the cheapness of the things to which they sell
themselves.

29. Sorrow and disappointment enlarge our capacity
for joy.

30. He who lives for the right cannot avoid opposition.

31. If we ignore conscience, to our sorrow it will cease
to function.

Read “Sympathy” (p. 238).


