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The Tower of Google
The tower on the plain of Shinar was never
finished. The builders wanted a tower higher than
anything built before, and a monument to themselves—a temple, a rallying point, and a unifier. But
God stopped the work by confusing their common
language. No longer able to communicate, the frustrated builders threw down their tools. To this day,
languages still divide the earth’s peoples.
Reading about the Tower of Babel recently, I was
surprised at one of the things God said about the men
of that day. In my own words, “Now nothing they
want to do will be impossible for them” (Genesis 11:6).
Fast-forward a few thousand years. A lot of “impossible” things have happened in the last century. Man,
using his God-given abilities, has learned to fulfill
many dreams of the ancients. We can navigate earth
and ocean, sky and space, and man is reaching for
more impossible things to accomplish.
Consider Google. Google is only a company—
people with big ideas, computers, and algorithms—but
to me Google is symbolic of the Internet and of the
masses of information and technologies that
are available today. It is symbolic of
“impossible possibilities.”
Google is big and
complex, fascinating, and
sometimes
scary.

Avoiding addiction to information technology

The company name comes from the name of the figure
that has a 1 followed by a 100 zeros: a googol. One
of its goals is to make easily available all the world’s
knowledge. Its unofficial motto: “Don’t be evil.”
A single search on Google’s Internet search engine
yields oodles of results—it would seem that Google is
well on its way to its goal of organizing all the world’s
information.
An executive of a wireless technology company
once said, “Google is like God. God is wireless, God is
everywhere, and God sees everything. Any questions
in the world, you ask Google.”
I think the man has hit upon something worth
considering—does the technology we use today make
people feel a bit more like God? Information technology has empowered us and made the globe our
community. It breaks down barriers of time, space, and
language.
Maybe it is this property of technology that makes
it so addictive. It was Adam and Eve who first wanted
to be like God, and were tricked into thinking it was
possible.
We can see from the Garden of Eden and the
Tower of Babel that this is nothing new. Man has been
worshipping the work of his hands and trying to “be
God” for a long time. Sinful human nature doesn’t
change until sinful humans put God on the throne of
their hearts.
As God-worshipping people, we need to take God’s
approach in dealing with our changing world. Those
of us in a younger generation need to walk carefully,
recognizing that it is we, not our parents, who will live
most of our lives in the digital age. Our generations
will need to make the right
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Ready for family road trips?
Get books on cassette or CD.

CD (4 CDs)
$26.00
Cassette (3 cassettes) $21.00
Book (210 pages)
$7.50
CD/Book Set
$30.00
Cassette/Book Set $25.75

#264216
#264218
#264215
#264217
#264219

CD (4 CDs)
$26.00
Cassette (3 cassettes) $21.00
Book (165 pages)
$7.50
CD/Book Set
$30.25
Cassette/Book Set $25.50

#263651
#263653
#263650
#263652
#263654

CD (2 CDs)
$15.00
Cassette (2 cassettes) $15.00
Book (124 pages)
$6.50
CD/Book Set
$19.50
Cassette/Book Set $19.50

#263376
#263378
#263375
#263377
#263379

CD (3 CDs)
$21.00
Cassette (2 cassettes) $21.00
Book (169 pages)
$6.50
CD/Book Set
$24.75
Cassette/Book Set $24.75

For more audiobooks, or for complete audiobook
descriptions, please visit www.clp.org.

NEW!

CD (4 CDs)
Book (90 pages)

$19.95 #263812
$10.00 #263810

CD (4 CDs)
Book (98 pages)

$19.95 #263813
$10.00 #263811

ADORNING THE TEMPLE
Five foundational principles
found in Scripture are given,
followed by practical guidelines
on how Christians should
and should not dress.

Price: $1.50

CLP #241495, 32 Pages

CD (3 CDs)
Book (75 pages)

$15.95 #263818
$10.00 #263815

#263411
#263413
#263410
#263412
#263414
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Tracts: Do They Work?
A TESTIMONY: It was during a Sunday afternoon fellowship meal when
I met him. He sat across the table, and over a plate of mashed potatoes he told
me how he became a Christian. It was simple. One day he read a tract, the
tract convinced him that he was lost, and he became saved. My eyes spotted a
tract peeking out of his shirt pocket. No doubt, tract evangelism was important to this man. Though he preached from coast to coast, the little tract was
not forgotten in his travels.
— A CLP employee
With words and color pictures, this
16-page tract presents Jesus as the bridge
between God and man. Excellent for
one-on-one witnessing. 210369

The effects of
guilt and the
hazards of pagan
solutions—and
God’s solution.

An Indian pearl
diver offers his
missionary friend
the pearl that cost
the life of his son.

How can one
know the right
way to Heaven, in
view of countless
religions?

Prepare now for
eternity with the
Lord. Excellent
evangelistic
tract.

210305

210440

210388

210250

Price (pack of 25): $.50  Shipping & handling n/c for tracts.

Visit www.clp.org to see a complete selection of tracts and download free samples.

COMING THIS SUMMER!
New Learning to Read and Grade 1 Language Arts
Goals for this revision of Learning to Read are to improve the harmony with other first
grade courses, improve the appearance, and make the workload more manageable.
LightUnits, Teacher Guides, Word Flash Cards, and Phrase Flash Cards are revised, and
will not work with the older course. Grade 1 Language Arts is also revised.
The materials for the first half of Learning to Read will be available July 1 with the second
half shipping in October. Grade 1 Language Arts will also be available in October.

For more information, call 1-800-776-0478, or visit our website: www.clp.org.

decisions on technology.
Our choices will determine whether or not
we will join the rest of the world in worshipping technology.
I think we all appreciate and use information technology—after all, these words
aren’t just pokeberry juice splattered on
birch bark. The question we face isn’t
whether or not to use technology, but how
much technology to use.
We also need to know that God cares
how we use information technology. From
cell phones to online banking, spiritual
wisdom and common sense will help us
make good decisions about information
technologies, devices, and services. Let’s ask
ourselves some questions about our information technology.
Motive. What is my motive?
Time. Will this save or waste my time?
Expense. Am I wasting money? Is this a
need or a want?
Temptation. What additional temptations
will this bring into my life? Will it hurt my
spiritual growth?
Kingdom growth. Will I use this information technology to spread the most important information in the world—the Gospel?
Will the way I use this glorify God, me, or
someone else?
The technologies we use will be either a
blessing or a curse to us. Remembering the
Tower of Babel, let’s make decisions we can
be confident God will bless.
 cont. from page 1

—Caleb Crider

SHIPPING RATES
USA: Up to $50.00–$4.95, $50.01-$200.00–8%, $200.01-$500.00–7%, Over $500.00–5%
Can: Up to $35.00–$4.95, $35.01-$200.00–13%, $200.01-$500.00–12%, Over $500.00–10%
Rush: S ee catalog or call.
Foreign: 20%
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New!

A story of true

&

sacrifice
servanthood

that touched a community

THEIR NEW northern Minnesota home sported a leaky roof,
broken windows, and un-insulated walls in sub-zero temperatures. They
faced lonely days in a strange community, and paying the bills was a
struggle. But George and Dorothy Zook joined the mission work in faith,
believing that if they did their part, God would do His.
Patiently they reached out to neighbors and townspeople, visiting them,
helping them, and inviting them to church. Little by little the barriers of
suspicion and awkwardness melted away. Slowly church attendance grew
and lives were influenced. And one of those influenced hearts decided to
write a book. This is that book.
Because They Cared is a tribute to George and Dorothy, two people who
trusted in God, loved a community, and pointed them to Christ the Saviour.
Price: $8.95 #264370 169 pages, Paperback, 51/4” x 81/4”, CLP

