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Section 2Section 2
The Aztecs and the Incas

Read
“The Aztecs—Early People of Mexico” and “Farming Among the Aztecs”
(pp. 88-90).

Study Exercises

Write a letter from the map for each description. One will be used twice.

1. Aztecs’ home from A.D. 1200 to 1300.

2. Location of a great Aztec civilization.

3. Aztecs’ home before A.D. 1200.

4. Large lake found here by the Aztecs.

Find a word in the text defined in each sentence. Underline the definition. Write the word.

5. The Aztec priests told a story that passed from one generation to the next.

6. Aztec farmers planted crops on floating rafts.

7. We use food names today that came from the language of the Aztecs.

Lesson 6
Aztecs and Farming
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Lesson 6

Number these events in the order they happened. The time line on page 79 may help.

8. The Aztecs lived in the central highlands of Mexico.

The Olmecs lived in Middle America.

The Aztecs lived in the Valley of Mexico.

The Aztecs lived in northwest Mexico.

The Maya lived in Middle America.

Complete the sentences.

9. When the Aztecs moved in A.D. 1200, they left a climate.

10. In A.D. 1300 the Aztecs went to a valley in the mountains.

11. The Aztecs used chinampas to reclaim soil from a .

12. Eventually grew into the lake bed and anchored the chinampas.

Write the letter of the correct answer.

13. Which part of the Aztec legend best explains how Tenochtitlán was named?

a. An eagle perched on a cactus that grew on a rocky island in a lake.

b. The eagle held a snake in its beak.

c. “Settle where you find an eagle perched on a cactus and devouring a snake.”

14. We can assume that the Aztecs moved to the fertile valley because they

a. needed a better place to grow crops.

b. preferred to live in higher elevations.

c. were chased out by other tribes.

15. The Valley of Mexico enjoys spring-like weather year round because it lies

a. so far from the equator.

b. halfway between the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean.

c. at a high altitude.
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Lesson 6

Answer these questions.

16. How did the Aztec use cacao beans other than for food?

17. Which of the Aztec foods mentioned in this lesson have you eaten?

Complete the sentences.

18. a. Mayan farming included the method of clearing land for milpas,

b. raising a single grain crop called , and

c. letting the from the burnt trees enrich the cleared soil.

d. The cleared land was several years later for new areas.

e. Besides corn, they raised , ,
, and .

19. How was the Maya religion different from Christianity?

a. The Mayan religion was full of ; Christianity is full of
.

b. The Mayan religion required human ; Christianity teaches
forgiveness through Jesus’ .

c. The Maya expected to go to the Place of Fright after ; Christians
have the promise of life in heaven after .

We Remember
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Read
“Religion of Blood and Fear,” “The Fair-Skinned God,” “The Aztec
Calendar,” and “The Aztec Heritage” (pp. 91-93).

Study Exercises

Write the letters of the correct answers.

1. Mexico is named after

a. an Aztec legend.

b. a war god.

c. a word the Aztecs used to describe themselves.

d. the Nahuatl words for cactus and eagle.

2. Quetzalcoatl was

a. a Central American bird with emerald green tail feathers.

b. a Mayan serpent god decorated with long green tail feathers like the quetzal.

c. a fair-skinned Aztec god with a long beard.

d. the hummingbird god.

3. The Aztec capital before the Europeans arrived was

a. Xochimilco.

b. Tenochtitlán.

c. Mexico City.

4. After destroying the Aztec capital, Europeans built ? on the same spot.

a. Xochimilco.

b. Tenochtitlán.

c. Mexico City.

5. You can see chinampas yet today in

a. Xochimilco.

b. Tenochtitlán.

c. Mexico City.

Lesson 7
Aztec Religion, Calendar, and Heritage
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Lesson 7

The Aztecs had multiple gods. Complete the sentences.

6. According to legend, Quetzalcoatl, the Aztec god, had sailed away to the ,

promising to .

7. The Aztecs’ chief god was the god.

8. According to Romans 1:23, the Aztecs changed the glory of God into an image made like to

and things.

9. Romans 1:22 says that people who forsake the true God think they are ,

but they are actually .

Complete the sentences to contrast the Aztec religion with Christianity.

10. The Aztecs sacrificed many to keep the world from being destroyed.

John 3:16, 17 says Jesus sacrificed in order to save the

.

11. The Aztecs thought their god required them to sacrifice the of the

people they killed. We see in Romans 12:1 that because of God’s mercy, instead of physical

death, Christians please God by giving themselves to God as a

sacrifice, serving Him with a holy life.

12. The Aztecs were terrified of . According to 1 Corinthians 15:54, 57,

the Christian can with the help of Jesus conquer the fear of .

Number these events in order.

13. Aztec legend said the world would end after a fifty-two-year cycle.

People celebrated wildly that the world did not end.

The Aztecs offered great numbers of human sacrifices.

The Maya developed a calendar of eighteen twenty-day months.

The Aztecs grew into a civilization and adopted the Mayan calendar.
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Lesson 7
Follow the directions.

14. Tell why the people around Tenochtitlán feared the Aztecs.

15. List five influences of the Aztecs in Mexico today.

Complete the sentences.

16. The fertile Valley of Mexico has weather year round because it

lies at a high altitude near the equator.

17. The Aztecs moved from a area to the central

of Mexico, and then (around A.D. 1300) to the valley of

. There they developed into a great .

18. Legend says they settled where they saw an sitting on a cactus on

an island in a . They built , their capital

city, on the island.

19. They planted crops on , which were large rafts loaded with dirt.

These eventually were anchored by growing down into the lake bed.

20. Aztec foods included , ,

, and . Cacao beans were used as

as well as for food.

21. A legend is a passed down from generation to generation.

Number these civilizations in the order they existed.

22. Aztec

Olmec

Maya

We Remember
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Read
“The Inca—A Great Civilization in South America” and “Incan Engineers”
(pp. 94-97).

Study Exercises

Complete the sentences to explain the Inca relay system.

1. Runner 1 had to first the message. Then he ran to the next ,

where Runner waited. Runners and ran side by side until

.

Runner 2 continued alone to the next where he met the next

, and the process continued.

2. Sometimes relay runners carried a memory aid called a , a knotted

rope whose knots stood for numbers and amounts.

Find a word in the text defined in each sentence. Underline the definition.
Write the word.

3. The Incas built a mighty nation ruled by a powerful leader.

4. Deep, narrow mountain cuts run through the Andes Mountains.

5. The language the Incas spoke was forced on the people they defeated.

empire (emå p8r¬) Large area of land ruled by one man or group of people.
gorge (g$rj) Narrow valley with very steep sides.

Pronounce these words to someone.

Lesson 8
A Great South American Civilization
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Lesson 8

Write the letter of the answer that does NOT fit.

6. The Incas

a. had methods of precisely cutting and moving enormous stones.

b. used wheeled machinery.

c. built a great road system.

d. built long-lasting swinging bridges.

7. The Inca civilization differed from the Aztec and Mayan civilizations in that

a. the Aztecs and Maya constructed stone buildings, but the Incas did not.

b. the Aztecs and Maya had a written language, but the Incas did not.

c. the Aztecs and Maya built pyramids, but the Incas did not.

8. The word Tawantinsuyu

a. meant “Land of the Four Quarters.”

b. was their name for the Incan empire.

c. was their name for the Incan capital.

d. stemmed from Incan belief that their capital was the center of the world.

9. Roads built by the Incan engineers

a. were traveled only by people on foot. c. included steps up steep mountainsides.

b. continued across gorges on rope bridges. d. were only possible in flat, lowland areas.

Complete the definitions in No. 10. Then write the letter of the correct definition in
Nos. 11 and 12.

10. Inca first meant a. , but later came to mean b. .

11. After the Spanish introduced reading and writing to the Incas, the Incas no longer needed

the quipus.

12. At times, runner seven carried fish from the ocean to the Inca’s table.

Write the date of each event.

13. By this year, the Incas had built a mighty empire.

14. About this time, the Incas had began to conquer other people around them.

15. In this year, the Incas built a long bridge in eastern Peru.

16. Before this time, the tribes of western South America had little to do with each other.
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Lesson 8

In the first blank, write
a letter from the map.
In the second blank,
write the country’s name.

17. mostly under Aztec
control by the
sixteenth century

18. home of the Inca Empire

19. where the Maya lived

Match. Use one letter twice.

20. capital of Aztec civilization

21. built on the ruins of Aztec capital

22. country with remains of Aztec heritage

23. named from Aztec word describing themselves

24. fair-skinned, bearded Aztec who was to return

25. spoken by the Aztecs

26. the Aztecs’ chief god

a. Mexico City

b. Tenochtitlán

c. Quetzalcoatl

d. Nahuatl

e. Mexico

f. the hummingbird god

We Remember
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