
Section 3Section 3
South America’s “Forgotten” Countries

Read
“The Region of Guiana,” “Guyana—Claimed From the Sea,” and
“People of Guyana” (pp. 254-257).

Study Exercises

Write letters from the map.

1. Guyana

2. Suriname

3. territory of French Guiana

4. Venezuela

5. Brazil
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Match the colors of Guyana’s flag with what they symbolize.

6. farming and forests

7. nation building

8. minerals

9. water resources

10. endurance

Complete the sentences.

11. Because much of Guyana’s coast is near or below sea level, the people built

of earth and stone to claim the land from the sea.

12. The capital of Guyana, , is home to a third of the country’s people.

13. There are four reasons Guiana’s history connects it more with the West Indies than with South

America:

a. The who settled many of the West Indies islands had first lived in
Guiana.

b. Guiana and the West Indies were the first regions that the explored
in America.

c. When the Europeans settled Guiana and the West Indies, they developed
in both regions.

d. As in the West Indies, workers came to Guiana from and
.

The circle graph shows the sizes of three groups of people who live in Guyana. Match
the letter of each sector on the graph with the correct group of people.

14. descendants of African slaves

15. people from India and East Asia

16. American Indians, Chinese, and Europeans

B
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a. red

b. yellow

c. black

d. white

e. green
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Number the events in the order they happened.

17. The Dutch claimed Guyana.

Spaniards explored the “land of waters.”

Guyana became a British colony.

Guyana became an independent country.

Answer the questions.

18. Of the four basic means of transportation—ship, train, automobile, airplane—which two would

Brazilians and Venezuelans be least likely to use to travel to Guiana?

19. Why are the two countries and one territory of Guiana called “the forgotten land of South America”?

Underline the correct answer.

20. According to its name, Puerto Rico is a country, commonwealth, state.

21. Puerto Rico is a dependency of Great Britain, France, the United States.

22. In Spanish Puerto Rico means “rich port,” “land of mountains,” “isle of springs.”

23. The capital of Puerto Rico is San José, San Juan, Kingston.

24. Puerto Ricans often build their houses of concrete because wood is not available,

hurricanes are common, it is cheap.

25. Puerto Ricans are citizens of the United States, Jamaica, Cuba.

26. Coffee, Sugarcane, Pineapple is Puerto Rico’s most important export.
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Read
“Suriname—A Traded Colony,” “The People of Suriname,”
“French Guiana—French Colony of the Americas,” “The Land of French
Guiana,” and “The People of French Guiana” (pp. 258-261).

Study Exercises

Label two countries and one dependency on the map.

Write letters from the map.

4. first settled by the British

5. known for its cruel prisons

6. later settled by the Dutch

7. never became independent

8. ruled by the French; voted to remain under French control

9. American Indians here live much as their ancestors did

10. capital city is Cayenne

11. capital city is Paramaribo
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Answer the questions.

12. Why does French Guiana import a lot of its food?

13. Why do you think France sent its prisoners to French Guiana?

Complete the sentences.

14. Workers from India who settled in Suriname are called .

15. Surinamers of mixed black and Indian ancestry are called .

16. Surinamers who are descendants of African slaves and who still follow African customs are called

.

17. French Guiana has never fully developed its industry,

and it does not have enough to farm its fertile land.

18. French Guiana has an unusual industry of exporting mounted .

19. Many people of French Guiana speak a mixture of and

called Creole.

Number the events in the order they happened.

20. The British settled in Suriname.

Suriname became independent.

The Dutch traded New Amsterdam for Suriname from the English.

The bar graph shows the sizes of four people groups in Suriname. Match the number
of each bar with the correct group of people.

21. Creoles

22. Hindustani

23. Indonesians

24. Maroons
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Write the letter of the correct answer.

25. Because the two countries and one territory of Guiana are small, not closely connected to

the rest of South America, and have small populations, they are

a. associated mostly with the West Indies.

b. called South America’s forgotten countries.

c. largely ignored by historians.

26. Because of common histories, the two countries and one territory of Guiana are

a. associated more with the West Indies than with South America.

b. not a part of South America.

c. considered part of North America.

27. The five colors on Guyana’s flag symbolize

a. cities, population, exploration, settlements, and boldness.

b. farming, forests, water, endurance, minerals, and nation building.

c. air, land, water, travel, and government.

28. Seawalls that keep the ocean from flooding the land

a. were built to claim Guyana from the sea.

b. connect Guiana more with the West Indies than with South America.

c. are pictured on Guyana’s national flag.

Complete these sentences.

29. Guiana includes the countries of and ,

and the French territory of .

30. Guyana’s capital is .

31. Guyana was first a colony; then a

one.

32. As in the West Indies, many of the people in Guiana came from

and .
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Read
“Come Fly Away” (pp. 262, 263).

Study Exercises

Write the letter of the correct answer.

1. The story about slaves flying away

a. actually happened.

b. reflects the desire of the slaves to get away from slavery.

2. When slavery ended,

a. the freed slaves easily found ways to make a living.

b. some freed slaves kept other slaves in slavery.

c. the freed slaves had a difficult time making a living.

3. Which of these is not true of slavery in the West Indies?

a. Many thousands of Africans were brought as slaves.

b. The number of slaves mushroomed around 1800.

c. Slaves were forced to work on the sugarcane plantations.

d. The slaves were generally happy with their lot in life as slaves.

4. Slavery in Jamaica ended in

a. the 1700s. b. the 1800s. c. the 1900s.

5. Which of these did not contribute to the growth of the slave trade?

a. Europeans wanted sugar.

b. Plantations owners wanted to make as much money as possible.

c. Christian missionaries began to feel badly about slavery.

d. Plantation owners wanted cheap labor.

6. A majority of Jamaicans today

a. are Protestant. b. are Catholic. c. practice Indian religions.

Lesson 14
Culture Kaleidoscope

36



Write the name of the country, dependency, island, or body of water for each number.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Atlantic Ocean

Bahamas

Caribbean Sea

Cuba

Dominican Republic

French Guiana

Guiana

Guyana

Haiti

Hispaniola

Jamaica

Puerto Rico

Suriname
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Match.

20. capital of Guyana

21. capital of French Guiana

22. capital of Suriname

23. residents of a traded country

24. descendents of people from India in Suriname

25. people of Suriname with African ancestors

26. forestry is undeveloped

a. Cayenne

b. French Guiana

c. Georgetown

d. Hindustani

e. Maroons

f . Paramaribo

g. Surinamers
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