
20. BBeeiinngg  aa  hhuummbbllee  sseerrvvaanntt,,  AAsskkiinngg  ttoo  bbee  sseerrvveedd is a good way to get along with others.

21. Having God’s peace in our hearts protects us from wwoorrrryy  aanndd  ffeeaarr,,  ppaaiinn  aanndd  ssuuffffeerriinngg..

FFiinniisshh  tthhee  lliisstt  PPaauull  ggaavvee  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiiaannss..

22. Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are , whatsoever

things are , whatsoever things are , whatso-

ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good , if there be

any virtue, and if there be any , think on these things.
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Study Word
interceding: (in tßr s7då ing) pleading on behalf of another, especially someone who is

to be punished

The Letter to the Hebrews8
Lesson

*Rachel gave a little skip to catch up to
her parents as they walked to the service.
“Mother, do you think Uncle  *Adrian’s 
(6å dr7 ßn) family will come this morning? 
It has been so long since I saw Mary.”

Mother sighed. “I don’t know, Rachel.
They seem discouraged about following
Jesus, and they are so busy . . .”

Rachel’s face fell. “Some of my other
friends aren’t coming anymore either.

*Joanna’s family worships with the Jews
again like they did before.”

“It is hard to know what to believe,” 
Father’s deep voice was sad. “Many of us were
Jews before, and when folks tell us we ought
to follow Jewish customs, it is confusing. But,
we will keep on seeking the truth.” He smiled
down at Rachel, “God will help us.”

Rachel tried to smile back. But she was 
still worried. Joanna’s father said it didn’t 



make sense to try to be a
Christian. Christians were
persecuted and Jews weren’t, so why not go
back to being a Jew?

Father had never gone to prison yet, but
the threat of it hung over their family. Was
following Christ worth the suffering, like 
Father said it was? Who was right?

* * *
A few weeks later, exciting news rippled

through the group of believers. A letter ad-
dressed to the Hebrews was being passed
around among the Jewish Christians!

The elders called a special meeting to
share the letter with the church. Rachel lis-
tened carefully. “God spoke to our fathers
through the prophets in the past. Now He
has spoken to us by His Son, who took 

away our sins and is now sitting on the
right hand of God,” the letter began. “Don’t
let the truth you have heard slip away from
you. Don’t neglect the salvation God has
provided.”

The writer told the Christians to think
about Jesus and all He had done for them.
The Jews in the Old Testament had priests
to help them be right with God, but Jesus
was much better than the high priest. He
never sinned, like those men had. Those men
died and someone else needed to take their
place. But Jesus is alive forever in Heaven in-
terceding for believers everywhere.

In the Old Testament the Jews needed
to offer sacrifices again and again to cover
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their sins. But now Jesus had died as the
perfect Lamb. This sacrifice was so special;
it will never need to be done again. 

Long ago, only the high priest could go
into the Most Holy Place to meet with
God once a year. Now everyone who be-
lieved could meet God at any time and at
any place.

“Let us draw near to God with a true
heart and hold fast our faith,” the letter
went on. “Don’t stop meeting for worship,
but encourage each other to be faithful. If
you turn back to your old ways, you will lose
the reward that is waiting for you.”

Then the writer named many Old Tes-
tament people who had faith in God. They
believed His promises and knew that what
He says He will do, He does! They trusted
Him in everything, and obeyed His com-
mands. They suffered, but did not give up
because they always looked for something
better to come. That something was Jesus!

“Think about Jesus and how He endured
even when sinners worked against Him. If
you are God’s children, you can expect some

hard times. God corrects His children to
help them become more holy, just as a 
loving human father trains his children for
their own good.”

“Now the God of peace,” the elder read
in closing, “make you perfect through Jesus
Christ.”

Rachel and her family went home from
worship with happy hearts. Yes, following
Jesus was worth the suffering! Only Jesus
could give them peace and hope.

Christians today are not much different
than those of New Testament times. We
face trouble and sometimes become dis-
couraged. We forget all that God has done
for us. Perhaps we are careless in how we
live. We get so busy we don’t take as much
time as we should to read the Bible and
pray, or tell others about God.

The book of Hebrews reminds us to live
carefully. We must love and serve God with
our whole heart. He has promised life in
Heaven forever. But it is only for those who
believe in Him and obey Him and don’t
give up.



FROM THE STORY
The writer to the Hebrews named many Old Testament people who had faith in God.

LLooookk  uupp  tthhee  vveerrsseess  aanndd  ffiillll  iinn  tthhee  bbllaannkkss..

1. Hebrews 11:7 By faith prepared an to save his
family.

2. Hebrews 11:17 By faith offered up his only son .

3. Hebrews 11:24 By faith refused to be called the son of
.

AAnnsswweerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttoorryy..

4. Why didn’t the faithful Old Testament people give up when suffering came? 

THAT’S OUR GOD
AAtt  aa,, wwrriittee  hhooww  iitt  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt..  AAtt  bb,, wwrriittee  hhooww  iitt  iiss  ssiinnccee  JJeessuuss
ccaammee..

5. How did God speak to His people?

a.

b.

6. Who helped God’s people be right with Him? 

a.

b.

7. How did God take care of His people’s sins?

a.

b.
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8. Who could meet with God? Where and when?

a.

b.

WWrriittee  tthhee  lleetttteerrss  ooff  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  aannsswweerrss..

9. What are two problems the Old Testament priests had that Jesus doesn’t 
have? and 

a. They couldn’t help the Jews get right with God.

b. They sinned.

c. They died and had to be replaced.

d. They couldn’t ever meet God.

10. The letter to the Hebrews told the believers to and .

a. offer more sacrifices

b. stop meeting for worship

c. encourage each other in faithfulness

d. draw near to God with a true heart

FORME TODAY
“God corrects His children to help them become more holy, just as a loving human 

father trains his children for their own good.”
Suppose Dad and Mom have a rule that any homework must be done before you may 

go out to play. You want to ride your new bicycle before dark. So you say you don’t have
homework and go out to ride until supper. After supper you want to get out of doing dishes
to finish the report that is due tomorrow.

WWrriittee  hhooww  DDaadd  mmaayy  ddiisscciipplliinnee  yyoouu  iinn  aa  GGoodd--lliikkee  wwaayy..

Lesson 8



11.

WEREMEMBER
CCoommpplleettee  tthhee  sseenntteenncceess..

12. I have learned to be wherever I am.

13. I can do all through Christ who gives me .

14. Let no man your youth, but be an of the 
believers.

15. What a Christian says and what he does should .

16. Knowing the and doing what is helps us not
be swayed by teaching.

MMaakkee  lliissttss  ooff  PPaauull’’ss  lleetttteerrss..  (If you need help, look at the Table of Contents.)

17. Six churches from this LightUnit were in: ,  ,

,  ,  , and

.

18. Two men who were in charge of churches: in Ephesus and

in Crete.

19. a. In the exercises above write a 2 beside the churches or people who received two
letters from Paul. 

b. Circle the man who was very young when he was put in charge of churches.

example content match false things
despise right truth strength
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The Letters of James,
Peter, John, and Jude9

Lesson

James
*Benjamin looked around at the group of

believers gathered for worship. Like his fam-
ily, most of them were Jewish Christians
who had scattered from Jerusalem when
Saul began to persecute the church.

Soon one of the leaders stood up.
“Brethren,” he began, “this week a traveler
brought a letter written by the apostle James.
Instead of our usual sermon, I will read
James’ words to you. He has much encour-
agement for us.”

The group settled themselves to listen.
“My brethren, count it joy when you face

trials, because when your faith is tried it
teaches you patience. Faith in God is more
than just hearing His Word or saying that
we believe in Him. Faith is obeying His
commands.

“Faith does not favor a rich person over
a poor one. It shows love to everyone. Be
careful to control your tongue. It can stir up
all sorts of trouble, so speak kindly to every-
one and don’t boast. Be humble and remem-
ber that your life is in God’s hands.

“Be patient, Brethren, until Jesus returns.
He is coming soon and will bless those who
have faithfully endured.”

Benjamin’s family discussed James’ letter
as they walked home from worship. Their
lives had been difficult ever since they left
Jerusalem. How glad they were for his en-
couragement and teaching! 

1 and 2 Peter
*Chloe (kl9å 7) jumped at the knock on

the door. Who could be here so late in the
day? Heart pounding, she hesitated. Should
she go see who had come? Tap, tap, tap. That
didn’t sound like a soldier’s knock, Chloe de-
cided. Cautiously she opened the door.

“Oh, it’s you,” she breathed when she saw
Cousin *Erastus’ (i raså tßs) smiling face.

Erastus slipped inside. “Did I frighten
you? I needed to wait till sundown to come,
so no one would see me, you know. I’m
spreading the word that a letter from Peter
has come to our church. The believers plan to
meet at Brother *Seth’s tomorrow evening to
hear it read.”


