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As Christian Light grew in the 1980s, it encountered a 
rapidly growing homeschool movement which was serious 
about Christian education. As these families moved into 
challenging new territory, a special department was 
formed to help homeschooling parents succeed, especially 
those enrolled in our Homeschool Plus program. We are 
thankful for the opportunity to serve homeschoolers. This 
fictional story will give you a peek into our homeschool 
office and its interaction with others.

THE BELL RINGS. It is 8:00. Everything 
is quiet—but not for long. Soon all of the employees’ 
voices swell together in harmony as we sing a hymn of 
praise. After morning devotions, we all scatter to our 
own departments to begin our day of work.

In the Homeschool Department, usually the phones 
start ringing by the time we reach our desks. When 
a counselor answers the phone, the caller introduces 
herself as Paula Star, a Homeschool Plus student. She 
wonders why the recipe for fried apples in the Home 
Economics course didn’t turn out. It had a very strong 
cinnamon flavor. After the counselor verifies that she 
put in all the ingredients just as the recipe called for, 
Paula realizes that she put in 2 tablespoons instead of 2 
teaspoons of cinnamon.

While one counselor is trying to figure out this 

problem, the phone rings again. This time another 
counselor answers and talks to Amarya Licegali from 
India, whose son is enrolled in Homeschool Plus. As 
she is filling out the Academic Projection for her son 
Joshua, she wonders if Apologia General Science is 
acceptable as one of the required science credits for 
the Academic Diploma. The counselor tells her that it 
cannot be used as one of the required sciences for the 
Academic Diploma since it is an 8th grade course.

As another counselor enters grades from a Quar-
terly Progress Report, a frustrated mother from Bethel, 
Vermont, calls wanting advice on dealing with her son’s 
frequent transpositions of letters. She said he recently 
wrote, “Davdi rides a muel on Teusdays.” 

After lunch, the counselors continue to work on 
entering scores from Quarterly Progress Reports. One 
of the counselors notices that the scores for one student 
are extremely low. After looking at the total number of 
points possible on a few of the LightUnit tests, she soon 
realizes that the family reported raw scores. A quick 
call to the family takes care of this problem as she 
explains that scores are to be reported as percentages.

About 4:00 as one of the counselors corresponds 
with another customer by e-mail, the phone rings again. 
This time it is Jill Jones. She is requesting that we send 
her daughter’s transcript to Calvary Christian College. 
The counselor assures her that we can send it, but Jill 
will need to send a signed request, since the transcript 
is an official document. Jill Jones sighs in relief, having 
expected a much more complicated process.

Before the counselors realize, the bell rings again. 
It is 5:00. Another day has passed in the Homeschool 
Department.  

A Day in the Homeschool Department
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A VERY PRESENT HELP
Mary Ann Martin
When the Martin family gathered for morning prayer, they had no idea what 
lay in store that day. It was farm life as usual. But that afternoon five-year-old 
Nathan’s head was crushed under a tractor tire. Told by Nathan’s mother, 
this is a story of grief and guilt, hope and healing—and a testimony to the 

God who is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

A MUSLIM’S HEART
Edward J. Hoskins
Muslims are simply people— 
people who need Christ. But 
they are also people who see the 
world much differently than we 
do. Without understanding the 
way Muslims think and feel, 
and the cultural reasons for this, 
any attempts at evangelism risk 
alienating them. A crash course 
in relating to Muslim friends, 
neighbors, and acquaintances.

BIBLE VERSE MOTTOES Mary Currier
Verses are “framed” with flowers, birds, and 
various designs for children to color. Can be 
used as mottoes, posters, greeting card covers, or 
decorations for a child’s room. May be copied, 
reduced, or enlarged as needed. Heavy paper.

A SMALL CANDLE  
TO GUIDE ME
Sara Jean Yoder
School is in session again.  
The small schoolhouse is  
abuzz with activity, and the  
students aren’t the only ones  
learning. Teacher Henry  
willingly tackles issues the  
best he can, seeking God’s  
wisdom and his wife’s advice  
on how to deal with the  
children’s foibles and his  
own human nature. Then a  
tragic accident turns his world upside down.
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Price: $8.99
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MAKING MEMORIES WITH GRANDPAS
Sara J. Yoder   “Oh, Grandma, it seems too good to be 
true!” Becky is elated when Grandpas move next door. In 
addition to making memories and using big new words, 
Becky learns valuable lessons—sometimes the hard way.

LITTLE PRAIRIE GIRL   Sharon D. S. Kuepfer
In 1925, ten years before Clara was born, her parents and 
older siblings had sailed from Russia to Canada. Life was 
hard on the flat Manitoba prairies, and the family owed 
a debt to the railroad. A bag of flour during the night, a 
washtub from the sky, and six-year-old Clara saw God 
providing for her family, and realized she was rich indeed.

SUNSHINE THROUGH  
THE STORM
Rhoda Bontrager
Ten-year-old Joel’s freckled face broke 
into a grin at the freedom of summer 
vacation and running barefooted 
all day. But while his family worked 
outdoors, a storm was brewing. “Run 
for the basement!” Mama yelled. 
But where was Daddy? Joel and his 
family praise God for His protection 
and for their friends who flock to 
help rebuild after the tornado.

A CHUNK OF ASPHALT   Lola Kamalova
True stories written in Uzbekistan about people there. Some 
stories teach simple virtues: honesty, kindness, and thankfulness. 
Others tell of house searches, questionings, and harassment 
during the time the Soviet Union controlled Uzbekistan. 

JUSTIN’S JUNGLE ADVENTURE   
As told by Mary Currier
Justin knew that he should never go into the jungle. Dangerous 
animals lived there. So when Justin built his play hut under 
the leafy bubinga tree, he thought he was safe. Stunning 
artwork on every page. Recommended for ages 3 to 6

MANAGING HIS MONEY
Samuel D. Coon
A valuable book of common 
sense, wise advice, and 
real-to-life stories, especially 
helpful for young people and 
couples. Do you ask God’s 
guidance for your finances?  
Have you crucified your 
wants? Do you give gener-
ously? Study-guide format.

Price: $7.95
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Price: $2.00
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Price: $3.50
CLP #264545, 24  Pages

Price: $6.95
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   “For God so loved the world . . . He careth for you . . . Do good unto all men . . . Sing unto the Lord . . . .” 

  These colorful books each illustrate sixteen clear and simple selections from God’s Word that even children 

 can understand and learn. Sturdy board-book construction withstands wear and tear from small hands and 

the handy size (5” x 5”) slips easily into Mom’s purse or diaper bag.

Price: $5.95
CLP #264540, 16 Pages

Price: $5.95
CLP #264535, 16 Pages

New!
Full-color children’s board books.


