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Noah and his family and the animals were
safe in the ark. God had shut the door; no
one could go out or get in. They waited for
the rain to begin.

After seven days the rain began to fall. The
heavens opened up, pouring down rain un-
like any rainfall since then. At the same time,
the ground burst open; gushing water rolled
across the earth. Streams filled up; rivers
overflowed their banks. The water rose
higher and higher until the ark began to
float. And still it rained—for forty days and
nights it rained.

Lowlands were covered by the great Flood;
treetops were covered; hills and mountains
were covered. In fact, the water rose fifteen
cubits (22½ feet or 6.9 meters) higher than
the tallest mountain. Water was everywhere.
All the people and animals—except those
safe in the ark—drowned.

After forty days, the rain stopped and the
ground water ceased gushing. But the flood-
waters remained. For one hundred and fifty
days the ark floated on the great floodwaters
that covered the land.

God did not forget about those in the ark.
He caused a wind to blow, drying up the
water. Inch by inch the floodwaters receded.
As the water went down, the ark came to rest
atop a mountain. But everything below was
still covered with water.

At the end of another forty days, Noah
opened the window. He released a raven, a
large black bird known for its ability to fly
for a long time without resting. The raven
flew away and never returned to the ark.
Noah did not know whether it had found a
resting place or not.

Next, Noah released a dove. The dove re-
turned to the ark; it had found no place to
roost. Noah waited a week and then released
the dove again. This time, it came back, car-
rying an olive leaf in its beak. From this,
Noah knew that the water had greatly sub-
sided. After another week had passed, he
freed the dove again. This time the dove flew
away and did not return. Now Noah knew
the earth was dry.

Noah took off part of the roof and looked
out. He saw dry ground! He was eager to

Vocabulary Word
covenant (kəv′ ə nənt): a solemn agreement or promise

8 Flood Warning!
Bible Passage – Genesis 7:10—9:17L E S S O N
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leave the ark, for he and his family and the
animals had been shut inside for over a year.
But Noah waited for directions from God.

At long last, God told Noah that he and
his family and the animals could leave the
ark. Noah and his family quickly obeyed.
The animals hurried out too. How good it
must have been to stand again on the earth!

Once again there was life on the earth. The
first thing Noah did after leaving the ark was
to build an altar and offer many animals and
birds in thanks to God. Noah thanked God
for saving his family when all other people
had perished.

God was pleased with Noah and accepted
his offering. God blessed Noah and promised,
“Never again will I send a flood to destroy the
whole earth and every living creature upon it.
As long as the earth remains, there will be
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, seasons,
and day and night.” 

As a sign of His promise, God caused a
rainbow to appear. He told Noah
and his family that whenever He
would see a rainbow, He would re-
member His promise never again
to destroy the whole world with a
flood. This promise is called a
covenant. Now when we see a
rainbow we, too, are reminded of
God’s promise to mankind.

Then God gave Noah a com-
mand: “I give you dominion over
the earth and every creature that
lives upon it. Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth once
again with people.”

God also told Noah that people
could now eat meat in addition to

vegetables and fruits. This was the first time
God had permitted people to eat meat. How-
ever, blood was not to be eaten. Finally, God
reminded Noah and his family that man is
made in the image of God. Therefore, every
person’s life is precious in the sight of God.

Lesson 8
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Lesson 8

KNOW YOUR BIBLE

1. a. From what two places did the floodwaters come?

and 

b. How long did it rain?

c. How high did the Flood reach?

2. During the Flood, what happened to the people who were not on the ark?

3. How did Noah learn that the earth was dry?

a. The dove he sent out came to rest on top of a nearby mountain.

b. The dove he sent out brought an olive leaf back in its beak.

c. The dove he sent out did not return.

d. The dove he sent out returned without finding a place to land. 

4. What was the first thing Noah did after leaving the ark? 

a. He sent out two birds.

b. He built a house on dry land.

c. He made a covenant with God.

d. He sacrificed to God.

KNOW GOD

5. Complete God’s promise to Noah.

“ will I send 
to the .”

6. What is this promise sometimes called? 

7. What was the sign of this promise? 

8. Why is human life precious?
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Lesson 8

9. Complete God’s command to Noah after the Flood. 

“I give you over the and 

that lives upon it. Be fruitful and multiply and 

the once again with .”

LOOKING BACK

Circle the letter of the phrase that accurately finishes the statement. 

10. The ark was designed .

a. to safely carry a large load c. for exploring

b. to sail d. for speed

11. Noah’s ark was made of .

a. oak wood c. fiberglass

b. steel d. gopher wood

12. When God looked upon the earth in Noah’s time, He .

a. was pleased with most men c. was pleased with all of Seth’s descendants

b. was not pleased with most men d. was pleased with all of Cain’s descendants

13. Because God is just, He .

a. enjoys punishing people c. punishes evil

b. does not punish evil d. makes people repent of sin

14. Although Noah was surrounded by wickedness, he .

a. loved and served God c. did not know people were wicked

b. was taken away from earth d. did not preach to the wicked

15. The ark was waterproofed with .

a. pitch c. plastic

b. varnish d. fiberglass

16. A cubit is .

a. one foot c. one meter

b. eighteen inches d. six inches

17. Why did God decide to destroy the whole earth with a flood? 
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When the floodwaters subsided, Noah’s ark
came to rest in the mountains of Ararat 
(ar′ ə rat). Most people believe that these are
the same as the mountains of Ararat in the
eastern part of present-day Turkey. The Tigris
and Euphrates Rivers begin near this moun-
tain range. These two rivers form the bound-
aries of the area called Mesopotamia (me′ sə

pə tā′ mē ə). The oldest known cities in the

world have been uncovered in Mesopotamia.
Present-day Mount Ararat towers at an eleva-

tion of around 17,000 feet (over 5,000 meters).
People have made trips to the snowcapped
mountains, hoping to uncover the ark. How-
ever, glaciers, avalanches, and storms make such
missions extremely difficult and dangerous.

After the Flood, Noah and his sons Shem,
Ham, and Japheth moved from the mountains

9 Tower to Heaven
Bible Passage – Genesis 11:1-9L E S S O N

Bible lands after the Flood
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of Ararat down to the plain of Shinar (shī′ när)

in southern Mesopotamia. There they built
homes. They farmed and planted vineyards.
Before long, there were many, many people
again, all living close together in one place,
with no one moving to other lands.

God had commanded Noah and his sons
to fill the whole earth with their families. The
people of Shinar—all descendants of Noah
and his sons—could not fill the earth if they
stayed together in one place. Instead of obey-
ing God’s command, the people chose to do
what they wanted to do.

“Let us build a city,” the people said to each
other, “and a tower so high that the top of it
will reach to the heavens. Let us make a great
name for ourselves. That way we may be kept
together and not be scattered over the earth.” 

The people found that the soil in their area
could be made into bricks. They baked the
bricks in very hot fires to harden them. This
made building easier, and it would also make
the tower last for a long time. The people
went to work. Some formed bricks; some car-
ried the bricks to the ovens; others heated
them in the fire; others prepared the mortar;
and still others stacked the bricks, one level
after another. Higher and higher the tower
rose. Larger and larger became the city. How
proud the people were of their progress! 
But God was not
at all pleased. 

Up until this
time, all the peo-
ple in the world
had spoken the

Lesson 9

An ancient ziggurat

This is a drawing of the
kind of tower common
long ago in ancient
Mesopotamia. The
Egyptians, Hittites, and
Sumerians built tow-
ers. Some were very
tall. The Great Pyramid
built by the Egyptian
king Khufu was 446 ft
high (136 m). That is as
tall as the first sky-
scrapers built in Amer-
ica in the 1920s.
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same language. God decided that He would
humble the people by confusing their speech.
They began to speak different languages. 

What a commotion this must have caused!
The people of one family could not understand
what the people of another family were saying.
Construction of the city and the tower came to
a halt because the workers could not under-
stand one another’s language. The tower could
not be finished. The people began to scatter.

How God loves people! Instead of destroy-
ing the disobedient men of Shinar, He divided
them. Instead of allowing them to continue in

their pride and sin, He humbled them.
The city these men tried to build became

known as Babel (bā′ bəl), which means “con-
fusion.” Later, Babel was called Babylon (bab′

ə lən). For a long time it was one of the most
powerful cities in that part of the world. 

More and more groups of people packed
up their possessions and moved away from
Babel. Across the deserts they traveled, over
the mountains, and into strange lands. Soon
the people had, indeed, scattered over all the
earth. God’s plan to have the people spread
out across the world was going forward.

Lesson 9

1. Label the mountain
where Noah’s ark
came to rest.

2. Label the river that
forms the eastern
boundary of
Mesopotamia.

3. Label the river that
forms the western
boundary of
Mesopotamia.

4. Label Mesopotamia.

5. Label the plain of
Shinar. 

THE LAY OF THE LAND

Complete the map exercises.
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6. The city and the tower that the people left unfinished on the plain of Shinar were called
, which means . The city was later known

as .

7. Where were the ruins of the oldest cities discovered? 

KNOW YOUR BIBLE

8. How did the people harden the bricks they used to build the tower?

9. What did the people of Babel think would be the result of their tower project? Circle all
that are true.

a. They would all speak the same language.

b. They would stay together.

c. They would have a tower that lasted forever.

d. They would have a great name.

10. Before the people built this city and tower, how many languages were spoken? 

11. Circle the word that shows how the people felt about their project. 

“Higher and higher the tower rose. Larger and larger became the city. How proud the 
people were of their progress!”

TAKE IT TO HEART

� Think about the people working on the tower, laughing and talking together. Then, 
suddenly, they could not understand each other! Think of the confusion! What would
you have done? How would they have decided who went with which group? 

Imagine that you lived in Babel during this time. Using the lines, describe what it might
have been like after God changed the people’s language.

12.

Lesson 9



KNOW GOD

13. What did God do to make the people stop building the tower and then move away?

LOOKING BACK

14. Write a synonym for covenant.

15. Where did the water of the Flood come from? 

and 

16. What was the greatest height that the Flood reached?

a. Above the earth’s highest mountain.

b. Above the hills of Mesopotamia.

c. Above the smaller mountains all over earth.

d. Above the top of the tower in the plain of Shinar.

17. When did Noah build an altar and make thank offerings to God? 

a. When he and his family were safely locked in the ark.

b. As soon as he left the ark.

c. As soon as he finished building the ark.

d. Once the ark had come to rest on top of Ararat.

18. After the Flood, God commanded Noah and his sons to . . . 

a. move to the plain of Shinar.

b. plant a vineyard.

c. fill the earth.

d. build a tower.

19. Only Noah and his family went in the ark. What happened to all the other people on
earth? 

20. God promised Noah that He would never again

21. Why did God make the rainbow? 

22. Because man is made in God’s image, human life is .
36
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