
12. Which servant was responsible for tasting the king’s food to be sure that it was not 
poisoned? 

13. On what day did the king release some prisoners? 

14. Egyptians called their king Philistine Pharaoh Penuel Father.

15. What was the name God gave Jacob? 

16. Jacob was the father of the .

17. a. Joseph became a slave in which country? 

b. The major river of that country is the .

Lessons 11, 12

By this time Joseph was thirty. Thirteen
years ago his brothers had sold him as a slave.
Now he was second only to Pharaoh in the
most powerful nation on earth. Joseph told
the Egyptians what to do during the coming
years of plenty and famine. They must set
aside one bushel of grain out of every five
they harvested. He would collect the bushels
they set aside and store them until the famine
came. 

During the first seven years, the lush fields
along the Nile produced excellent crops.
Farmers brought so much grain to the store-

houses that Joseph gave up trying to keep
track of the amount. 

During these years, Joseph married an
Egyptian woman named Asenath (as′ ə nath).

God gave Joseph two sons; Joseph named
his first son Manasseh (mə nas′ ə) and his
second son Ephraim (ē′ frā im). Their names
expressed Joseph’s thankfulness for God’s
goodness. Manasseh means “making to for-
get,” and Ephraim means “fruitful.” Joseph
said, “God has caused me to forget my trou-
bles and become fruitful in the land where I
suffered.”

12 A Dream Come True
Bible Passage – Genesis 41:46—42:38L E S S O N
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So the plentiful years passed and the
famine years began, just as God had shown
Pharaoh. The fields became barren. Food
grew scarce. So Joseph opened the storehouses
of grain and fed the Egyptians.

The famine affected other areas too, in-
cluding Canaan, where Jacob lived. Feed for
Jacob’s sheep and cattle dwindled, and his
family struggled. Then Jacob heard that many
people were going to Egypt for food; there
was grain in Egypt! 

Jacob called his sons. “There is grain in
Egypt! Go down there and buy
grain so that we will not starve.” 

The ten oldest sons set out for
Egypt. But Jacob did not allow
his youngest son, Benjamin, to
go with them, for “something
bad might happen to him,”
Jacob said.

Israel’s sons arrived in Egypt
along with many others who had
come to buy grain. They went to
the man in charge of selling
grain. He was Joseph! But the
Hebrew men did not recognize their brother;
he had been only a boy when they had last
seen him. Now over twenty years later, Joseph
was a grown man, dressed as an Egyptian,
speaking the Egyptian language, and going by
an Egyptian name.

Joseph’s brothers bowed down before the
ruler, their faces to the ground. Immediately
Joseph recognized his brothers. Suddenly, his

dreams of the wheat shocks and the stars
flashed into his mind. But Joseph pretended
he did not know these men bowing before
him. Through a translator, he spoke rather
harshly to them, for he was planning to test
them.

“Who are you?” he demanded. “Where are
you from?” 

“We have come from Canaan to buy food,”
they replied meekly.

“You are spies!” Joseph said. “You have
come to see how weak we are.”

“Oh, no, sir, we are not
spies,” the brothers respectfully
answered. “We are brothers, the
sons of one man who lives in
Canaan. We have come to buy
food, for there is none at home.”

“You are the sons of one
man? Who is your father? Is he
alive? Do you have any more
brothers? Tell me about your-
selves.”

“Our father is an old man.
We have a younger brother at

home. We had another brother, but he is no
more.”

“You are spies!” Joseph insisted. 
Joseph wanted to find out if his brothers

hated Benjamin as they had hated him. Did
they still care nothing about Jacob’s happi-
ness? 

“Prove to me you are honest men! I will
put all of you in prison except one. He will go

Lesson 12

Because of the waters of
the Nile River, famine is
less common in Egypt
than in other Bible lands.
But sometimes the Nile
becomes very shallow.
When the river fails to
overflow its banks and
water the cropland,
famine comes. Low water
levels in the Nile River
are caused by a lack of
rainfall in faraway central
Africa, near the Nile’s
source.
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back and get your younger brother. If he re-
turns, I will know you are honest.”

Joseph shut them up in prison. He did not
hate them; he wanted to see if they had
changed. He left them in prison for three
days. Then he brought them before him
again.

“Listen,” he said through the translator, “I
fear God. If you are honest men, let one of
you stay behind in prison while the others go
back. Take grain with you, but you must re-
turn with your youngest brother. Then I will
know that you are telling the truth.”

The brothers spoke in Hebrew among
themselves, “This trouble has come upon us
because of what we did to Joseph! He cried
out to us from the pit, but we refused to
have mercy on him. Now, God is punishing
us.”

“Did I not tell you not to harm Joseph?”
Reuben cried. “But you wouldn’t listen! Now
God is making us pay for his blood.”

Joseph’s heart was touched. Seeing that his
brothers were sorry for their sins, he turned
away and wept. All these years, they had lived
with their guilt.

Still Joseph ordered Simeon (sim′ ē ən)

taken back to prison. The guards seized
Simeon, bound him, and led him away.
Speaking in the Egyptian language, Joseph or-
dered his servants to fill his brothers’ sacks
with grain and to put each man’s money back
in his sack. “Give them some extra grain for
their journey too,” Joseph ordered. 

Sadly, the brothers loaded their donkeys and
headed for Canaan. When they stopped for the
night, one brother opened his grain sack to
feed his donkey. “Look!” he cried, “my money
has been returned to me. It’s here in my sack!”

Fear filled the men. “What is God doing to
us?” they asked. What should they do? They
did not want to return to the harsh Egyptian.
He had accused them of being spies; now he
would call them thieves too.

They arrived at home anxious and discour-
aged. They told Jacob all that had happened,
and how Simeon must stay in prison until
they returned with Benjamin.

Then, as the brothers emptied their sacks,
each found his money in his sack. Now not
only the brothers were afraid, but Jacob also.

“You are taking my sons away from me,”
Jacob cried. “First Joseph, then Simeon. Now
you want to take Benjamin too. Everything is
against me!”

Jacob’s oldest son, Reuben, brought his two
sons to Jacob. “Here are my sons,” Reuben of-
fered. “You may kill them if I do not bring
Benjamin back to you.”

“Benjamin will not go with you!” Jacob
declared. “Joseph is dead. Only Benjamin is
left. If something should happen to him—I
would die.”

Lesson 12

Egyptian official before grain storehouses
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE

1. a. Joseph’s older son was .

b. His name means .

c. The younger son was .

d. His name means .

2. The names Joseph gave his sons reveal his thoughts about God. What did Joseph feel 
toward God?

a. Joseph thought God had forsaken him.

b. Joseph felt that God had been too hard on him.

c. Joseph thought God would take revenge on those who had hurt him.

d. Joseph felt that God had been good to him in spite of his troubles.

3. What did Joseph’s brothers do, when they first met him, that fulfilled Joseph’s dreams of
years before? 

4. Why did Joseph speak harshly to his brothers? 

5. Why did Jacob refuse to let Benjamin go to Egypt? 

KNOW GOD

� Joseph’s brothers thought they knew why the Egyptian ruler treated them harshly.

6. Who did they think was bringing this trouble on them? 

7. Why did they think this trouble was brought upon them? 

LOOKING BACK

8. Who said, “I am reminded of my faults”? 

9. What ability did the Spirit of God give Joseph? 

Lesson 12
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Vocabulary Word
abomination (ə bä′ mə nā′ shən): something that causes disgust; something intensely

hated

10. Name one of the qualities that God’s Spirit gives to a person. 

Circle the letter of the correct answers.

11. What are the two possible meanings of Hebrew?

a. One who strives with God. c. One who wanders.

b. One who crossed over. d. One who deceives.

12. Why were the wise men ordered to come to Pharaoh’s house?

a. To devise a plan for saving up grain during the coming famine.

b. To listen to the cupbearer tell about the man he met in prison.

c. To explain the meaning of Pharaoh’s dreams.

d. To translate for Joseph’s brothers, who spoke a different language.

13. Joseph used the king’s signet ring to . 

a. sign papers for Pharaoh c. seal his wedding with Asenath

b interpret dreams d. appear wealthy and powerful

Lessons 12, 13

13 Benjamin Must Go!
Bible Passage – Genesis 43:1—44:13L E S S O N
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The famine continued to affect Jacob’s
large family. Jacob had his own tent, where he
and his servants lived. Each of Jacob’s married
sons lived in his own tent with his wife, ser-
vants, and children. Many servant shepherds
helped with Jacob’s flocks. All these people

lived together in one large camp, and Jacob
supplied food for them all.

After a while the grain Jacob’s sons had
bought in Egypt was nearly gone. The family
would soon suffer unless more grain was pur-
chased. Jacob told his sons, “You must go to
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Lesson 13

Egypt again and buy more food.”
Judah remembered that Jacob had not al-

lowed Benjamin to go with the brothers to
Egypt. “It is no use for us to go to Egypt un-
less we take Benjamin with us,” he said. “The
ruler said we must bring our youngest brother
when we come to buy more grain.”

“Oh, why did you tell him that you had
another brother?” Jacob lamented.

“We had to tell him. He asked us about
our family. How were we to know he would
demand that we bring Benjamin to Egypt?”

Then Judah promised, “I will take care of
Benjamin and bring him safely home. If any-
thing happens and he does not come back, I
will carry the blame forever. Benjamin must go
along with us, or we will all die from hunger!”

Finally Jacob agreed to let Benjamin go.
“Take a gift of honey,” he said. “Take spices,
fragrant oils, and nuts to give to the ruler
who demanded that Benjamin come along.
And take twice the amount of money, besides
the money that was returned in your sacks.
Perhaps it was a mistake that your money was
returned.”

So, once again, ten brothers went down to
Egypt. This time Benjamin was the tenth
brother, rather than Simeon. When the men
came before Joseph, they bowed as before.
Joseph saw that Benjamin had come with
them. He told his
steward, “Prepare a
meal, for these men
from Canaan will
eat dinner with me.”

Joseph spoke to
his steward in the
Egyptian language.
His brothers did not
understand his words, so they were fearful
when an official led them to Joseph’s house.
They said one to another, “We are being
taken captive because of the money in our
sacks. That ruler thinks we have stolen it, and
we will all be sold as slaves.” 

Immediately they told the steward how
they had found the money in their sacks. 

“Do not be afraid,” said the steward. “I had
your money. Your God must have sent you
the money as a gift.” Then he brought Simeon
from prison to join his brothers in Joseph’s
house. As was the custom, the steward gave
the men water, and they washed their feet.

When Joseph arrived at the house, the men
presented him with the gifts they had
brought. Again they bowed down to Joseph.

“How is your father?” Joseph asked. “Is he
still alive?”

The ten brothers again bowed and an-
swered, “Our father is well.”

The nuts Jacob sent
as a gift to Joseph
were probably either
almonds or pista-
chios. Both were
common in the Mid-
dle East at the time
Jacob lived. Almonds
grew in Canaan but
not in Egypt.
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Looking at Benjamin, Joseph asked, “Is
this your youngest brother of whom you
spoke? God be gracious unto you, my son.” 

Joseph was so stirred in his heart by seeing
his brother Benjamin that he hurried out of
the room and wept. Then, after washing his
face, he returned to the brothers. He ordered
three tables to be set: one table for himself,
one for his Egyptian officers, and one for the
eleven Hebrew men.

Joseph assigned seats to his brothers in the
order of their ages, starting with the oldest
and ending with the youngest. The brothers
wondered how an Egyptian ruler could know
the order of their ages. Joseph sent food from
his table to his brothers. He served Benjamin
five times as much food as the others, testing
to see whether his older brothers were jealous
of Benjamin, as they had been of him.

After the meal Joseph said to his steward, “Fill
the men’s sacks with
grain and put each
man’s money back in
his sack as you did
before. Also, put my
silver cup in the
mouth of the sack of
the youngest.” The
steward did as he
was told.

Early the next
morning, after the
eleven brothers
started for home,

Joseph told his steward, “Go after those men
from Canaan and say to them, ‘Why have
you returned my master’s goodness with evil?
You have stolen my master’s silver cup!’ ”

The brothers had not gone far before the
steward caught up with them and accused
them of stealing the cup.

“Why are you accusing us of that? We are
honest men. We brought back the money
that we found in our sacks. Is it likely that we
would steal your master’s silver? Search us and
see,” the men declared. “If you find the silver
cup on any of us, let that man die. The rest of
us will become your master’s slaves.”

“The man whose sack holds the cup will
become my master’s slave,” the steward re-
sponded, “and the rest of you may go free.”

The men unloaded their sacks, and the
steward searched each one, starting with the
oldest. One by one the sacks were opened,

Lesson 13
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Lesson 13

THOSE CURIOUS CUSTOMS

1. Name two foods Jacob sent to the Egyptian ruler. 

a. b.

2. Joseph talked to his steward in front of his brothers, but they could not understand him.
Why not? 

3. How did Jacob’s sons show their sorrow when the steward found Joseph’s cup in 
Benjamin’s sack? 

� Joseph ordered his servants to set three tables: one for himself, one for his Egyptian offi-
cers, and one for the eleven Hebrew men. Look up Genesis 43:32 to answer the following
question. Read the vocabulary word for this lesson.

4. Why did Joseph and his officers not eat with the Hebrew brothers? 

KNOW YOUR BIBLE

5. Why did Jacob finally allow his sons to take Benjamin with them back to Egypt?

6. Who said, “I will take care of Benjamin and bring him safely home. If anything happens
and he does not come back, I will carry the blame forever”? 

7. What did Joseph do immediately after he spoke to Benjamin? 
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and the brothers smiled confidently each time
the missing cup was not found. However,
when the steward opened Benjamin’s sack,
there was the missing cup!

The brothers’ confidence melted in dis-
tress. Trouble had struck again! They had

promised their father that they would return
with Benjamin, but now Benjamin would be-
come a slave. Jacob’s sons tore their clothes in
sorrow. They loaded their grain sacks again
and turned back toward the city, where that
harsh ruler was waiting for them.
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8. Why did Joseph serve Benjamin five times as much food as his other brothers?

a. The other brothers did not like Egyptian food as much as Benjamin did.

b. to see if his brothers were as jealous of Benjamin as they had been of Joseph

c. Joseph honored Benjamin more because the other brothers had sold Joseph as a slave.

d. Benjamin was youngest and had not eaten well because of the famine.

9. How did the other brothers feel when the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack?

a. They were glad that Benjamin would suffer instead of them.

b. They did not care one way or the other what happened to Benjamin.

c. They were very sad that Benjamin was in trouble.

d. They became angry with the steward for falsely accusing Benjamin. 

10. How was this response different from the brothers’ attitude toward Joseph when he was
the favorite son? 

LOOKING BACK

11. Joseph knew his dreams had come true when his brothers .

12. Joseph tested his brothers by .

a. beating them c. speaking harshly to them

b. refusing to let them have grain d. talking to them in Egyptian

13. Benjamin could not go to Egypt with his brothers because .

a. he was the youngest brother

b. Jacob needed him to watch over the shepherds

c. he was too sickly to endure the long journey

d. Jacob feared he would never return

14. True False Joseph became Egypt’s second highest ruler.

15. True False Jacob’s sons thought their trouble was coming from God.

16. Which of Joseph’s sons was older? Younger? 

17. What do Joseph’s sons’ names mean?    a. Ephraim means .
b. Manasseh means .

Lesson 13


