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A Lesson on Politics From the Old Testament

About three thousand years ago, the zealous new
king of Judah, Abijah, found himself at war with his
northern neighbor Jeroboam. Assembling 400,000
of his best men, he met his enemy for what would
become an unusual battle. When the moment came
for both kings to send their men forward, Abijah did
something unexpected. In front of 800,000 enemy
soldiers, King Abijah climbed a mount within earshot
of his opponents to deliver them a speech!

So what did Abijah say? For the most part, he
upbraided the Israelites for their sinful ways. But he
also gave some commentary on history and politics
which is quite intriguing. He tried to explain how his
father lost a portion of his kingdom—10 tribes—to
Jeroboam.

Here is what Abijah says:

Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of
Solomon the son of David, is risen up, and hath
rebelled against his lord. And there are gath-
ered unto him vain men, the children of Belial,
and have strengthened themselves against
Rehoboam the son of Solomon,
when Rehoboam was young
and tenderhearted, and
could not withstand them.

— 2 Chronicles 13:6-7

Interesting. In Abijah’s
mind, the reason his father
lost the 10 tribes is because
people rebelled against him

while he was “young and
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tenderhearted.” So that was his perspective, but was it
correct?

Well, if anybody would know, Abijah should know.
Shouldn’t he? Didn’t he grow up in the king’s palace?
Didn’t he hear all the inside information about the
royal family? By today’s standard, he could write a
book about the royal family that would sell by the
millions. He should be able explain it correctly. But
the fact is, he didn’t.

Today, we have the benefit of understanding the
events surrounding Abijah because of other scriptures.
The following passage explains why the 10 tribes were

lost, from God’s perspective.

And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because
his heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel,
which had appeared unto him twice. And had
commanded him concerning this thing, that he
should not go after other gods: but he kept not that
which the LORD commanded. Wherefore the LORD

said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done
of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant
and my statutes, which I have
commanded thee, I will surely
rend the kingdom from thee,
and will give it to thy servant.

Notwithstanding in thy days

1 will not do it for David thy

Jather’s sake: but I will rend ir

out of the hand of thy son.

— 1 Kings 11:9-12

> continued on page 3 >
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SHAKING HANDS WITH MR. PARKINSON .
Written and narrated by Gary Miller | \1 - I‘)\]’ KIN \1\) N
“I think you may have Parkinson’s.” What a shock the doctor’s words were! Gary and
his wife Marie looked into a yawning abyss of uncertainties. Slowly the reality sank
in. Where does one find strength and solace in such a time? Gary’s story and testi-
mony is open and honest about personal fears, discouragement, and victories. His
candid, first-person portrayal of living with Mr. Parkinson is moving and inspiring.

Audio CD $13.95 2CDs, #264566
Book $7.95 135 pages, CLP, #264565
CD/Book Set $19.95 #264567

HAPPY PUPPY ACTIVITY AND
COLORING BOOK Mary Currier

With a happy puppy showing the way, children are
reminded to be patient, respectful, content, alert,
and much more. Activities in this mini book include

tracing, matching, dot-to-dot, mazes, and more.

BIBLE TREASURES COLORING BOOK

Mary Currier Children will soak up Scripture while o
Coloring

Book

coloring in a book that is just their size. This mini color-

ing book has a Bible verse on every page and includes

nature scenes, animals, and some poster-type pages.

Price: $150

(LP #334175, 40 pages . T $‘| 50
CLP #334170, 44 pages

IONICA  Marie Yoder

Six-year-old lonica gazed tearfully at the same old view from the fifth floor
apartment where he lived with his grandmother. In front of him were the
gloomy buildings of Bucharest, the largest city in Romania. Behind him
was the dingy apartment. He did not turn to look at it. He knew what
was there—and what was not there. No father. No mother. No money.
No food. While Ionica knew these painful facts, what he didn’t yet know
was that there was a God who loved and cared for him. Separated from
his siblings and taken to live with his Uncle Nicu’s family, Ionica learns

about the God who hears and answers even a young boy’s prayer.

SHIPPING RATES

USA: Up to $49.50-$4.95, $49.51-$200.00-10%, $200.01-$500.00-9%, Over $500.00-7%
Can: Up t0$33.00-$4.95, $33.01-5200.00—15%, $200.01-$500.00—14%, Over $500.00-12%
Rush: 24% (Min. $4.95)

Price: $5.95 -
CLP #264655, 75 pages Foreign: 22% VIS Masc@ D'%gwo){m
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There we have it. It happened because of grandfather
Solomon.

So we see that Abijah was somewhat ignorant about
the political events of Israel, even though he was a 4th
generation king! Intriguing, but also sobering. For if
Abijah missed the mark, how much more likely are we
to miss the mark. And yet, we often hear statements
such as this.

“The Americans won the Revolutionary War
because . ..”

>

“Hitler gained power because . . .~
“The democrats won the election because . . . ”

Do we really know? By applying the Bible to the
events of this world, we may understand some of the
how’s of history, but what makes us think we can
know the why’s? When it comes to understanding the
setting up and taking down of national leaders, we

probably know less than Abijah, which is little. The

world, and especially the media, wants us to believe
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that somehow we can piece everything together, but

we can’t. They do not take into account the words of

Daniel:

And he changeth the times and the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings.”
— Daniel 2:21

God sets up the President of the United States, the
Prime Minister of Canada, and the leader of North
Korea. All the discussion from you, me, or the pundits
is merely speculation. How can anybody know why
Fidel Castro became the leader of Cuba?

The United States is entering a new election season,
a topic which generates waves of discussion carried
by people who think they know. Let us be wise. The
next time we are tempted to become captivated by
the analysis and speculation of the next election, let’s
remember Abijah, the zealous king who thought he
had the inside scoop. Let’s remember that God will set
up the next President, and that eventually, God will do

the explaining. o

Weriters and Artists’ Conference

You are invited to attend the 40th annual
Christian Light Publication’s Writers" and Artists’
Conference, scheduled for April 13 and 14, 2012.
We have expanded our meeting facilities and
look forward to using them the first time. Here is
an overview of the topics and speakers.

Music: John D Martin, Myron Showalter.

Inspirational messages by John Coblentz.

Articles: Dean Taylor, Daniel Miller, Leon Yoder.

Story Writing: Romaine Stauffer, Sheila Petre, Loreen Plett.
Art: Charity Hoover, Diane Horst, Lana Martin.

Poetry: Jonas Sauder, Janice Etter.

For a free brochure
and program, call
540-434-0768.
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Teacher’s Guide

Rudiments of Music

Michael L. Overholt

God has given us music not only for our enjoy-
ment, but also as a tool to communicate truth. But
making sense of written music, like reading any
language, is a skill to be learned. Rudiments of Music
is for anyone who wants to learn to read music
or who simply needs to brush up on the basics. It
works well in a group setting with an instructor, but
can also be studied independently. It is based on the
shaped-note system used in the hymnals of many

Anabaptist churches.
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