
At the time Samson was born,Eli was still
the high priest of Israel.His sons Hophni and
Phinehas still behaved wickedly in the taberna-
cle.Many Israelites did not worship God any-
more, but turned to idols instead.God was
grieved with the wickedness of His people; He
knewHe must discipline them.So He sent the
Philistines to oppress them.The Philistine op-
pression would last through all of Samson’s life
and Samuel’s service at the tabernacle in Shiloh.
One spring, the Israelites went to fight the

Philistines at Aphek, a town in western
Ephraim on the Philistine border.The
Philistines marched into battle against the Is-
raelites, and four thousand Israelites were
killed.The rest fled the battlefield.
“Why did the LORD let the Philistines de-

feat us?” the Israelites cried. “Let’s bring the
ark of the covenant from Shiloh! We’ll take it
into battle. Surely it will give us the victory!”
The Israelites knew that

the ark represented God’s
presence among His people.
However, they were foolish to
think that the ark itself would
guarantee their victory.They
were imitating the Philistines,
who carried images of their
gods on their shields as good
luck charms against their

enemies.The Israelites needed instead to re-
pent and ask God to forgive their sins.
The Israelites sent men to Shiloh, and

Hophni and Phinehas agreed to accompany
the ark back to Aphek.When the people saw
the ark enter the camp, they shouted joyfully.
They cheered so loudly, the Philistines heard
the noise in their own camp.
“What is all the shouting in the Hebrews’

camp?” the Philistines wondered.When they
heard that the ark of the LORD had come into
Israel’s camp, the Philistines were afraid.
“God has come into the Israelites’ camp. Is

this the same God who sent the plagues to
the Egyptians? Be strong when you fight the
Israelites, so that we will not be made their
servants!”
The next day, Israel carried the ark to the

battlefield. Israel and the Philistines clashed
in bloody battle. In spite of the ark, the

Philistines killed thousands of
Israelites, including Hophni
and Phinehas. The Israelites
panicked and fled—and the
Philistines captured the ark of
the covenant.
An Israelite soldier headed

for Shiloh to take the news to
Eli. He ran on foot, clothes
torn and dirt on his head as a
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from a synagogue in Capernaum
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sign of sorrow. Entering Shiloh, he spread the
awful news: Israel was crushed!
All around Shiloh the people wailed in dis-

tress. Eli was sitting by the door of the taber-
nacle awaiting news of the battle. He was
now very old, feeble, and blind. His heart
trembled for the safety of the ark of God.
Soon Eli heard the people wailing.
“What does this crying mean?”Eli asked.
At last the messenger came to Eli. “I just

escaped from the battle,” he panted. “The
news is not good. Israel has fallen before their
enemies.The Philistines have slaughtered
many. Among the dead are Hophni and
Phinehas. And—the Philistines have cap-
tured the ark of God!”

When he heard that the ark had been
taken, Eli fell backwards off his seat. Because
he was old and very heavy his neck was bro-
ken in the fall. Eli died.
That same day, Phinehas’s wife gave birth

to a son. As the boy was being born, the
mother heard the news—Phinehas, Hophni,
and Eli were all dead, and the ark was in
Philistine hands! Many years before, God’s
prophet had told Eli that Hophni and Phine-
has would both die on the same day. It hap-
pened, just as the LORD had said. Phinehas’s
wife cried out, “This boy will be called ‘Icha-
bod’ (ik′ ə bäd), because the glory of God has
departed from Israel.”Then, overcome with
sorrow, she also died.

TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Complete the exercises.

1. Circle the city where the ark was
captured in battle.  

® 2. Shade the area where the
Philistines lived.  

Label the following places on the map.

3. The city in southern Philistia.

4. The town where Samson was
born.  
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b. _______________
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TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

Circle the letter of the answer.

5. Why did the Philistines carry images of their gods into battle? 
a. They intended to force their enemies to worship their gods.
b. They thought their gods would give them victory over their enemies.
c. They feared that the images might be stolen, if left unguarded at home.
d. They used the images to frighten their enemies.

6. What did the ark represent? 
a. a good luck charm during battle
b. God’s presence among His people
c. Israel’s repentance from their sins
d. safety for the army that carried it

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false.

7. T F The Philistines were frightened by the ark but it only made them more deter-
mined to defeat Israel.

Complete the exercises.

8. Write the two signs of sorrow which the Israelite messenger made. 

a.

b.

9. What news made Eli fall over backwards? Choose one answer.
a. His sons had been killed in battle.
b. Israel had been defeated by the Philistines.
c. Thousands of Israelites had been killed.
d. The ark of God had been captured.

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

Complete the exercises.

10. Why did God send the Philistines to oppress the Israelites? 
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11. The Israelites were foolish to think that having the ark in battle would help them. 
Circle the letter of what they should have done instead.
a. made iron weapons like the Philistines possessed
b. repented of their sins and turned to worshiping God
c. trained better to fight battles in the lowlands
d. carried into battle images of the Philistine gods

� Phinehas’s wife gave birth to a boy who was named “Ichabod.” This name means “no
glory.” By this, the boy’s mother meant that because the ark had been stolen, God’s glory
had departed from Israel. She knew that the ark represented God’s presence among His
people.

Answer these questions.

12. What is the meaning of “Ichabod”? 

13. What represented the glory of God? 

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the excercises.

14. a. Circle the names of the gods of the Philistines. 

Baal Chemosh Mammon Dagon Ashtaroth
b. Underline the name of the Philistines’ chief god.

15. Circle the things a Nazarite could not eat or drink.

grapes dates milk raisins wine meat

16. Underline two main qualities that made the land of the Philistines a wealthy land.

Major trade routes Rivers for powering mills Rich farmland

Large gold deposits Excellent seaports Abundant rainfall

17. A Nazarite could not eat certain things. Choose two other things he could not do. 
a. cut his hair
b. tell a riddle
c. serve in the temple
d. touch a dead body

18. Name two men who were Nazarites for life.
a.

b.
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The Philistines took the ark to Ashdod
and put it in the temple of their chief god
Dagon. They set the ark before the image of
Dagon. Perhaps they thought, “Now we shall
make the God of the Israelites worship our
god!” But the next morning, when they re-
turned to the temple, they found the idol of
Dagon lying face down in front of the ark of
the LORD! 
The people hoisted the idol up and went

out. The next morning, they came again to
worship at the temple. Once more they found
Dagon face down on the ground, but this
time, his hands and head were also cut off !
God would not permit the idol to stand in
the presence of His ark.
But the Philistines’ trouble did not end

there. God struck the people of Ashdod with
tumors. Many died from this disease and
others became gravely ill. They knew God
was punishing them for taking the ark, so
they sent it away to Gath. There, too, the
people broke out all over with painful, ugly
tumors. The people cried, “We don’t want the
ark of the God of Israel among us. Send it
away or we will all die!” So they took the ark
to Ekron, but as the ark was approaching, the
people of Ekron cried out, “They have
brought the ark of God here to kill us all!”

The Philistines wanted to be rid of the ark.
They called their priests and magicians and
asked them, “What should we do with the ark
of the LORD? Tell us how to send it back to
the Israelites!”
“Don’t send the ark of the LORD back

without a present to the God of Israel,” the
magicians said. “Send a gift of gold.” 
The Philistines were not only good iron-

workers, but they were also excellent gold-
smiths. The five rulers put their best
goldsmiths to work. They made golden tu-
mors and golden mice and put them into the
ark. They made a wooden cart to haul the ark
away, and then they hitched the new cart to
two cows and sent them away. Even though
these cows had new calves they needed to
leave behind, they headed straight down the
road to the hill country of Judah. The
Philistines followed the cart until it reached
Beth-shemesh (beth she′ mish), a city of the
Levites in Judah.
The men of Beth-shemesh were harvesting

their wheat when they noticed a pair of cows
pulling a cart toward them. The cows halted
at a large stone in a field. The people of Beth-
shemesh could hardly believe their eyes! The
ark of the LORD! The Levites immediately
unhitched the cows, cut up the cart for fire-
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wood, and sacrificed the cows as a burnt of-
fering to the LORD.
However, some of the men of Beth-

shemesh did not respect God’s Law. They
lifted off the mercy seat to peep inside. God
had said that no one but the priests was to
touch the ark, and so He punished the men
for their disobedience. Fifty thousand people
died that day.
Terrified now of the ark, the people of

Beth-shemesh sent for the men of Kiriath-
jearim (kir′ ē ath jē′ ə rim). “Please come and
take the ark of God away from here!” they

pleaded. So the men of Kiriath-jearim came
and took away the ark of the LORD. A Levite
named Abinadab (ə bin′ ə dab) placed the ark
in his house, and his son Eleazar took care of
it. The ark remained in Kiriath-jearim for
many years.
Now that the ark was gone from Shiloh

and Eli was dead, Samuel decided to go
home to Ramah. Never again would the ark
of the covenant return to Shiloh, and the
people ceased going there to worship at the
tabernacle.

Lesson 7

TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

Complete the sentence.

1. The Philistines made metal objects out of iron and of .



TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Complete the map exercises.

2. Underline the city to which the
cows took the ark.

3. Box the city where the ark stayed
for many years. 

® 4. Label the land of the 
Philistines.  

5. Label the place where the ark
was captured.  

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

Circle the letter of the answer.

6. How did God show that Dagon could not stand in His presence?
a. He caused Dagon’s temple to collapse while the worshipers were inside.
b. He caused the idol to fall down and its hands and head to break off.
c. He struck the Philistines with a disease that killed thousands of people.
d. He gave Israel victory over the Philistines carrying the idol on the battlefield.

Answer the questions.

7. With what did God afflict the Philistines after they brought the ark into their cities?

8. Why did thousands of men die in Beth-shemesh? 

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false.

9. T F Eli fell over and died because he heard that his sons had been killed in battle.

10. T F The ark of the covenant represented God’s presence among His people.

11. T F The Philistines won their battles by singing to their god as they went to war.
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Complete the sentences.

12. The Israelites should have instead of taking the
ark into the battle against the Philistines.

13. When a person in Bible times tore his clothes and put dirt on his head he showed
.

14. The name means “no glory.”

Circle the letter of the answer.

15. How did the Philistines respond when they learned that the ark was in Israel’s camp?
a. They fled in fear from the battlefield.
b. They laughed at the Israelites for their foolishness.
c. They wondered why the Israelites had brought the ark there. 
d. They were frightened but determined to fight even harder.

The following questions review material in Lesson 4. Circle the letter of the answer.

16. How were the Philistines able to defeat so many of their enemies? 
a. The Philistines’ chief cities joined forces to fight against their foes.
b. The Philistines’ gods were stronger than their enemies’ gods.
c. The Philistines used thousands of Egyptian slaves as soldiers.
d. The Philistines were braver than the other peoples of Canaan.

17. What advantage did the Philistines’ knowledge of making iron give them over the
other people of Canaan? 
a. Their bridges were stronger.
a. Their farm equipment lasted longer.
b. Their ships sailed faster.
c. Their weapons were stronger.

18. How might the Philistines have ended up along the coast of Canaan?
a. Their ancestor Canaan settled there a thousand years before Joshua’s time.
b. After trying to invade Egypt, they were driven by the Egyptians into Canaan. 
c. Over a period of 200 years, they migrated down the coast from Phoenicia. 
d. Wandering bands came from the eastern deserts seeking food and farmland.

Complete the sentences.

19. The Philistines migrated from .

20. The name for the land of Israel today that comes from the Philistines is
.
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