
Saul had disobeyed God and was no longer
fit to rule over God’s people. However, God
did not replace King Saul right away. Samuel
still mourned for Saul. One day the LORD

said to Samuel, “How long are you going to
weep for Saul? You know that I have refused
him as king over My people. Fill your horn
with oil and go to Bethlehem in Judah. There
you will find a man named Jesse. I have cho-
sen one of his sons to be the next king.”

Samuel was afraid. “What if Saul hears
about it? He will kill me!” Samuel told the
LORD.

“Take a calf with you and tell the people
that you have come to offer a sacrifice. Invite
Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice,” the LORD

instructed the old prophet.
“I will tell you what to do
and who I want you to
anoint.”

With his fears
calmed, Samuel left for
Bethlehem, 10 miles
(16 km) south of Ramah.
Along the mountains Samuel walked, leading
the calf.

When the elders of Bethlehem saw Samuel
coming, they were alarmed. “Have you come
to judge us?” they wondered.

“I have come in peace, to offer a sacrifice to

the LORD,” said Samuel. “Make yourselves
ready and come to the sacrifice.”Then he in-
vited Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice too.

When Jesse and his sons arrived, Samuel
saw that Jesse’s oldest son Eliab (ē lī′ əb) was
tall and handsome. “He would make a fine
king,” Samuel thought. “This must be the one
whom the LORD has chosen.”

The LORD knew Samuel’s thoughts and
told him, “He is not the one. You are judging
him by his looks. God does not see things as
man does. Man looks at the outward appear-
ance, but God looks at a man’s heart.”

Jesse introduced his second son, Abinadab
(ə bin′ ə dab), but he was not the one either.
One by one seven of Jesse’s sons came to

Samuel. But God had
not chosen any of
them.

“Are these all the
sons you have?” Samuel
asked.

“There is one more, the youngest,” Jesse
replied. “But I did not have him come; for he
is tending the sheep.”

“Send for him,” said Samuel. Jesse sent
someone to fetch his youngest son.

The young shepherd, whose name was
David, finally arrived. The LORD said to
Samuel, “Anoint him, for this is the one!”
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7 Anoint Him!
Bible Passage – 1 Samuel 16:1-13L E S S O N

The horns of rams were used to hold oil.
The hollowed-out horn was 1lled with oil
and capped at both ends. A leather strap

was attached, and the horn was carried
over the shoulder.



TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Complete the following exercises.

® 1. Where did Saul fight the
Amalekites?

2. Label the region on the map
where the Amalekites lived. 
Circle this name.  

3. Label Samuel’s hometown on 
the map. Make a box around 
this town.  

4. Bethlehem is 10 miles (16 km)
of Ramah.

5. Label Bethlehem on the map.  

6. Who was from Bethlehem? 

Saul Samuel David Abner Jonathan
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Samuel poured oil on David’s head as Jesse
and his sons watched. It seems Jesse and the
others did not realize that David had just
been anointed king of Israel, but they were
aware that he had been called to the service of
the LORD. Perhaps they thought he would
become a prophet like Samuel. Only
Samuel realized the importance of
what he had just done to the
young shepherd boy. After
anointing David, Samuel re-
turned to his home in Ramah.

From the moment Samuel anointed
David, the Spirit of the LORD came upon the

new king mightily, giving him the ability to
lead Israel. But David went back to his sheep
on the hills around Bethlehem. He was strong
and brave. He was not afraid of the wild ani-
mals that threatened his flock. He practiced
using his sling until his aim was accurate and

his strike forceful. He loved to play
his harp, and he was a fine musi-
cian. 

God was with David, and
David loved, obeyed, and
trusted God. He was a young
man after God’s own heart. 

Lesson 7
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KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

7. Circle the letter of the reason God told Samuel to take a calf and offer a sacrifice in
Bethlehem.
a. It was necessary to sacrifice a calf whenever a new king was anointed.
b. Samuel needed a way to calm the fears of the elders of Bethlehem.
c. Samuel feared what Saul might do if he knew Samuel was going to anoint a new
king.

d. God wanted Samuel to purify Bethlehem so that a king could be chosen there.

8. Why did God tell Samuel that men look at outward appearances, but that He looks at
the heart?

Complete the sentences.

9. Samuel poured oil on David's head in order to him king. 

10. When Samuel poured oil on David’s head, the
came upon him.

11. The Spirit of the LORD gave David the .

12. David used a to defend his flocks.

13. David was a fine player of the .

Rewrite the statement to make it true.

14. Immediately after David was anointed king he went to Gibeah to rule. 

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

15. Why did God choose a new king? 
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TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

� David’s sling was a pouch of leather with cords of leather
attached to each end. To defend himself and his animals,
David would place a stone in the pouch, grasp both cords
in one hand, and whirl it over his head several times be-
fore letting go of one cord. The stone hurled from the
pouch toward its target, hitting it with great force. 

Slings were not only used by shepherd boys. Hunters
used them to kill prey, and armies often had large forces
of slingers, who used stones and slings to wage war.
Slingers sometimes used stones as large as a small orange.
Fired from a sling, these stones traveled up to 100 miles per hour (160 kph). In the days
of the judges there were seven hundred left-handed slingers in Benjamin who could sling
a stone at a hair and hit it! 

Answer these questions.

16. What material was used to make David’s sling? 

17. Who used slings and for what purposes?

a.

b.

c.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

18. In the book of Deuteronomy, the LORD commanded Israel that once they were settled
in their land, they must destroy the .

19. Samuel killed because Saul had disobeyed God and spared him.

20. Circle the oppressors of Israel that Saul defeated. 
Philistines Edomites Moabites
Egyptians Ammonites Amalekites

21. Which word does Deuteronomy 18 use to describe witchcraft?
a. error
b. deceit
c. shame
d. abomination

29

Lesson 7

Shepherd boy with sling
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22. In what two ways did Saul fail to obey the LORD? 
a. He did not wait for Samuel before sacrificing at Gilgal.
b. He did not offer all of the Amalekites’ sheep as a sacrifice. 
c. He kept the Amalekite king and some animals alive.
d. He did not defeat the Philistines very quickly.

23. Whom did Saul blame each time Samuel rebuked him for disobedience?
a. Abner
b. Samuel 
c. The Amalekites
d. The Israelites

24. What was more important to Saul than obeying God?
a. gathering the animals from conquered nations
b. keeping the approval of Israel’s elders and the people
c. having Samuel as his close friend and counselor
d. building a rich and powerful kingdom in Gibeah
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After Samuel anointed David, the Spirit of
the LORD left Saul and came upon
David. Saul continued as king
of Israel, but God was no
longer with him. Instead, an
evil spirit from God struck
Saul with terror, and he be-
came gloomy and miserable.

At last, Saul’s servants
said to him, “An evil spirit is
troubling you. Let us get a
musician to play for you.
Maybe that will make you
well.”

“All right,” Saul agreed, “find a man who
can play the harp and bring him to me.”

One of his servants said, “A son of Jesse of
Bethlehem is a skillful musician. He is wise
and a brave warrior. The LORD is with him.”

Saul sent a message to Jesse: “Please send
me your son David, the shepherd boy.” 

Jesse loaded a donkey with wine, bread,
and a young goat and sent it with David to
King Saul in Gibeah. So David became one
of Saul’s servants. He played the harp for
Saul, and Saul loved David so much that he

made David his armor bearer. Saul sent an-
other message to Jesse: “Let David stay here
for a while; I am pleased with him.”

Saul did not yet know
that David had been
anointed by Samuel to
replace him as king. But
whenever the evil spirit
troubled Saul, David
played for him. The
music soothed Saul, and
the evil spirit would
leave him for a while, so
that he felt better. David

served Saul well, for he loved his king.
After a while, Saul was well enough that

David went back to his father’s sheep in
Bethlehem. There David continued to walk
with God and to play his harp and sing songs
about God’s goodness. While he herded
sheep, David composed poems about God. 

Throughout these days, the Philistines
troubled Israel. One day after David had 
gone back to Bethlehem, the Philistines in-
vaded Judah, pitching their tents in the Valley
of Elah (ē′ lə), west of Bethlehem. Saul 
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Vocabulary Words
greaves: (grēvz) armor that protects the leg below the knee; shin guard

mail: (māl) armor made of metal links or chains, or of overlapping metal plates

8 Sweet Music
Bible Passage – 1 Samuel 16:14—17:16L E S S O N

Harps were made of
wood and had three
to twelve strings.
The player plucked
the strings with his
1ngers or struck
them with a wooden
or bone pick. Harps
were light and could
be carried and
played as the musi-
cian walked. 
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assembled his army opposite the Philistines.
Each day, the Philistines sent their champion
fighter into the valley to taunt the Israelites. He
was Goliath (gə lī′ əth), a man from Gath. 

“Why is your whole army lined up for bat-
tle?” Goliath scoffed. “I am a Philistine; you are
the servants of Saul. Choose one of your men
to fight me. If he kills me, we will be your ser-
vants. But if I kill him, you will be our servants.
Prove yourselves! Give me a man to fight!”

The Israelite soldiers gaped at Goliath. The
man was over 9 feet tall (2.7 m). He wore full
armor. His upper body was protected by a coat
of mail weighing 125 pounds (57 kg). Brass

greaves covered his legs, and a brass helmet
shielded his head. In his hand, Goliath
gripped a spear with a staff 2 inches thick (5
cm) and a spearhead that weighed 15 pounds
(7 kg). A javelin hung between his shoulders,
and a huge sword hung at his side. 

Each morning and evening, Goliath strode
into the valley and defied the Israelites. Saul
and his men were distressed and afraid. The
men had no armor or weapons. Most of them
were farmers and shepherds, not trained war-
riors like the Philistines. They did not know
what to do. No one in Saul’s army, not even
Saul himself, dared to fight the giant.

LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

® 1. Label Bethlehem  

� Why did the Philistines
choose to bring their army
into the Valley of Elah? An
important road ran through
the Valley of Elah. This road
led from Philistia to the very
heart of Israel—to Jerusalem
and to Saul’s capital, Gibeah.
The Philistines’ camp at Elah
seems to have been the first
step in a southern invasion of
the heartland of Israel.

Complete the exercises

2. Circle the valley where 
Israel and the Philistines gathered for war.  

3. Explain why the Valley of Elah was important.
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KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

� What did Jesse send to Saul? Do you remember reading before about these three items?
After Saul was first anointed by Samuel, he met three men going to worship God at
Bethel. One was carrying three loaves of bread. One was carrying three young goats. The
third man was carrying a jug of wine. These items represented the basic foods that sustain
life. They were also three basic offerings used in worship. 

Complete these exercises.

4. Name the gifts that Jesse sent with David to King Saul. 

a.

b.

c.

5. What did these gifts represent? 

6. What was their use other than for food? 

7. a. How did Saul feel toward David? 

b. How did Saul show this? 

8. How did David quiet Saul’s troubled emotions when the evil spirit plagued the king? 

9. Saul and his men were afraid of the Philistines. Why was Goliath’s appearance so
frightening to them? Describe each of the following items of Goliath’s armory.

a. His upper body armor: 

b. His leg armor: 

c. His spear: 

10. What conditions of Saul’s army made Goliath’s challenge especially hard? Circle two
that are true.
a. Saul’s men were abandoning Saul because they were afraid of the Philistines.
b. The soldiers of Israel were cowards.
c. Saul’s men were fighting without normal weapons.
d. The soldiers of Israel were not trained warriors.
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Circle the letter of the answer.

11. How did God show that He had chosen David rather than Saul to be king?
a. Samuel went to Bethlehem to sacrifice a calf.
b. Samuel mourned for Saul.
c. David became a prophet like Samuel.
d. God’s Spirit passed from Saul to David.

12. Why did Saul become gloomy and miserable?
a. No soldier was brave enough to answer Goliath’s challenge to Israel.
b. Saul was sad that Samuel had anointed David to become king in his place.
c. Saul was tormented by an evil spirit from God. 
d. Many of Saul’s men had been killed by the Philistines.

TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

� Goliath is described as over six cubits tall because inches and centimeters were not used
in Bible times. People used common things like the span of a man’s hand as standard
measures. A cubit is the distance between a man’s elbow and the tip of his middle finger,
roughly 18 inches (45 cm). 

Complete the following exercises.

13. A cubit is about inches or centimeters long.

14. Measure the distance from your elbow to your middle finger tip. How long is your
“cubit”? inches/centimeters 

15. Measure the same distance on an adult—your teacher, mother, or father. How long is
that adult’s “cubit”? inches/centimeters

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Circle the letter of the answer.

16. Why was Samuel afraid that Saul might kill him?
a. God had told Samuel to anoint another man to be king in Saul’s place.
b. Samuel had taken the kingdom away from Saul.
c. Saul was plagued by an evil spirit and not in his right mind.
d. Jesse had called Samuel to start a new kingdom in Bethlehem.
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17. Samuel thought Eliab was the one God had chosen to be king because . 
a. Jesse suggested his son would make a good king
b. Eliab had the mind and heart of a good leader
c. Samuel was looking at Eliab’s outward appearance
d. God had told Samuel that Eliab was the one

18. What did David do immediately after Samuel anointed him?
a. David took Saul’s place as king.
b. David returned to his sheep.
c. David became Saul’s armor bearer.
d. David became a prophet like Samuel.

19. Which statement correctly explains what slings were used for in David’s time? 
a. Slings were used only for hunting. 
b. Slings were used only for personal defense. 
c. Slings were used only for warfare.
d. Slings were used for hunting, personal defense, and warfare.

Answer these questions.

20. Which instrument did David play? 

21. Why did Samuel pour oil on David’s head?

22. What was David’s hometown? 
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