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David could have killed Saul in the cave at
Engedi; instead, he spared the king’s life. Be-
cause of David’s mercy, Saul had promised to
stop hunting David. But soon, Saul’s insane
jealousy drove him back into the wilderness
to pursue David through the hills of Judah.

The men of Ziph
again sent word to Saul
that David was hiding in
the hills near their city.
Saul mustered three
thousand of his best sol-
diers and headed for the
Wilderness of Ziph.

Saul’s men set up camp
on a hill. From his hiding
place, David watched
Saul’s camp. Then he sent
spies to see whether Saul
himself was in the camp.
The spies reported that
the king was indeed with
his men.

That night, David
sneaked into Saul’s camp.
Saul and his captain Abner were sleeping in
the middle of the camp, their soldiers lying in
a circle around them.

David hurried back to his hiding place and
spoke with Ahimelech and Abishai (ə bī′ shī),

two of his loyal men. Ahimelech was a Hittite
who had joined David’s band; Abishai was
David’s nephew. David asked them, “Who
will go with me into Saul’s camp tonight?”

“I will go with you,” Abishai boldly volun-
teered. Swiftly and quietly, David and Abishai

climbed the hill. They slipped into Saul’s
camp while everyone slept. No one was awake
to guard the king. David and Abishai crept to
the place where Saul lay. Beside Saul’s head
stood his spear, its point stuck in the ground.
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“God has given Saul into your hands,”
Abishai whispered. “Let me just strike him
through with his spear! I will strike him only
once—it won’t take two times!”

“You will not kill him!” David answered.
“Who can kill the LORD’S anointed without
being guilty of a crime? Let the LORD deal
with him. He will kill Saul or
let him be killed in battle. Or
He may let him die naturally.
But I will not lay a hand on the
LORD’S anointed. But, look,
grab the king’s spear and his
water bottle, and let’s go!”

So David grabbed Saul’s
spear and his water bottle.
Then he and Abishai crept
from the camp. They climbed
to the top of the hill opposite
Saul’s camp. David was far
enough away that Saul’s sol-
diers could not attack him; yet
he was close enough to be
heard.

“Abner! Will you answer me?” David called
out.

“Who is calling for the king?” shouted
Abner.

“Aren’t you a brave man,” David replied,
“the captain of the king’s army? Why were
you not keeping watch over your king? Some-
one came in to destroy the king while you and
your men slept. You deserve to die for ne-
glecting your duty to guard the LORD’S

anointed. Look and see where the king’s spear
and water bottle are.”

Saul, certain that he recognized the voice,
asked, “Is that your voice, my son David?”

“It is my voice, my lord, O king,” David
answered. “Why do you chase me? What evil
have I done? Why does the king of Israel go

to all the trouble of chasing
me, as a hunter chases a par-
tridge in the mountains?”

Saul understood that David
had shown him mercy, once
again not killing Saul when he
had the chance. “I have
sinned,” Saul said. “Return to
me, my son David. Because
you have honored me today, I
will not do you any more harm.
I have acted foolishly and have
been very wrong.”

“Here is the king’s spear.
Send one of your men to come
and get it,” David told Saul. “I

had the opportunity to kill you today, but I
didn’t. I will not lay my hands on you, because
you are the LORD’S anointed. As I honored
your life today, so may the LORD honor my
life and deliver me from all my troubles.”

“Blessed are you, my son David,” Saul
replied. “You will accomplish many great
things in your lifetime and you will surely
succeed.”

So David went his way, and Saul led his
men back to Gibeah.

Lesson 11

Partridges are common in
Israel. They live on the barren
cliffs and in the deserts of the
hill country of Judah. A swift
runner, the partridge seldom
takes &ight unless startled.

In David’s time, hunters
chased partridges until the
birds were too tired to run, or
they chased the birds into
nets and snared them.



KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle the letter of the answer.

1. What did David want to show Saul by taking his water bottle and spear?
a. that Abner was neglecting his duty to guard the king
b. that he would not kill Saul, because he was the LORD’S anointed
c. that he was a better man than Saul
d. that Saul should promise not to hunt him anymore

2. Why did David say that Abner deserved to die?
a. Abner wanted to kill Saul while Saul was sleeping.
b. Abner had neglected to protect Saul.
c. Abner was hunting David in the wilderness.
d. Abner was not a brave man.

� David used a word picture to describe what Saul was doing to him. He pictured Saul as a
hunter in the mountains pursuing a partridge. David wrote Psalm 57 while he was run-
ning from Saul in the Wilderness of Judah. The introduction to that Psalm says it is a
poem written by “David, when he fled from Saul in the cave.” Verse six of Psalm 57 says,
“They have prepared a net for my steps.”

Answer the questions.

3. In the word picture in this story, to what does David compare himself?

� 4. Read the information about partridges in the sidebar. Which method of catching 
partridges does David use in his word picture in Psalm 57:6? 

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

Answer the questions.

5. Whom did David trust to punish Saul? 

� David showed Saul mercy, which is a quality we see in God. God is merciful, and those
who follow Him will also show mercy, even to their enemies.

6. How did David show Saul mercy? 
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TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

� One of David’s men was Ahimelech, a Hittite. Hittites
had lived in Canaan even before Abraham arrived
there. You may remember that Abraham bought the
cave of Machpelah from a Hittite. The Hittites built a
mighty empire in the area that is now modern Turkey.
Apparently, some Hittites chose to settle in Palestine.
David had Hittites among his soldiers. Here are some
important facts about Hittites:

Hittites learned how to manufacture iron before the
Philistines did. The Philistines learned from the Hit-
tites how to harden iron.

Hittite is the oldest known written Indo-European
language, and many of our English words are similar to
Hittite words, like watar (water) and mekki (much).

Hittites wrote in hieroglyphics (hī′ rə gli′ fiks)—using
pictures to represent words—as did the early Egyptians.

The earliest recorded treaty was a treaty between Egypt and the Hittites.

HHIIEERROOGGLLYYPPHHIICCSS

Complete the sentences about Hittite accomplishments or facts.

7. Hittite writing, like Egyptian writing, was done in .

8. The Hittite language is the oldest known Indo-European 
language.

9. The Hittites taught the Philistines how to iron.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the exercises.

10. In Bible times, people showed respect or asked for mercy by .

11. Abigail used several donkeys to transport .

12. Name two common fruit products, besides wine, that Abigail brought to David. 

a. b.
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13. Name two grain products Abigail brought David.

a. b.

14. are called “the of God.”

Circle the letter of the answer.

15. Nabal’s shepherd who spoke to Abigail compared something to a wall. What was it? 
a. the hills of Judah
b. the shields of Saul’s men
c. Nabal’s stubbornness
d. the protection of David and his men

16. In what two ways did Abigail calm David’s anger and bring peace between him and
Nabal?
a. She explained to David that Nabal had only made a mistake.
b. She accepted some of the blame for Nabal’s offense.
c. She threatened to call Saul to join the fight against David.
d. She righted Nabal’s wrong by bringing David food.

Answer the questions.

17. a. How did David feel when Nabal refused to give his men food? 

b. What did David’s feeling toward Nabal make him want to do? 

18. What caused David to realize that he would later regret attacking Nabal? 
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After Saul promised David that he would
not harm him, David said to himself, “One of
these days Saul will kill me. The best thing I
can do is escape to the land of the Philistines.
Saul will stop searching for me in Israel, and
my life will be spared.” 

So David led his men to Gath, the town of
the Philistine king, Achish. When Saul heard
that David had escaped to Philistia, he gave
up searching for him.

David made a request of King Achish: “If I
have found favor with you, please give me a
place to live in a town in the country. Why
should I, your servant, live in your royal city?”

King Achish gave David the city of Ziklag
(zik′ lag), about 20 miles (32 km) south of
Gath. A long time before, when Joshua had
divided the land of Canaan, Ziklag had been
given to the tribe of Judah. But Ziklag had
been under the rule of the Philistines for many
years. After David settled in Ziklag, however,
it came under Israelite control. David and his
men, along with their families, lived among
the Philistines for nearly a year and a
half. But Ziklag
remained a
part of
Judah from
that time 
forward.

From Ziklag, David led his men on raids in
the Negev between Philistia and Egypt. They
attacked and destroyed several of the enemies
of Israel who lived there, including some
Amalekites. Not a man or woman was allowed
to live. That way no one could inform the
Philistines of David’s deeds. David took the
sheep, cattle, donkeys, camels, and the clothing
as provisions for his men and their families.

Sometimes Achish asked David, “Against
whom have you been making attacks today?”
David replied, “Against the Negev of Judah,”
or “Against the south country of the Ken-
ites.” David’s answers deceived Achish into

12 David Among the Philistines
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thinking that David was fighting against the
Israelites, as well as against the nomads of
Shur. So Achish came to trust David. He
was pleased with David.

“David has made his fellow Israelites hate
him,” Achish thought. “I will make him my
servant forever!” 

From time to time, throughout Saul’s
reign, the Philistines had made raids on Is-
rael. One attack was at Michmash when
Jonathan led Israel to victory over the
Philistines. Another time the Philistines at-
tacked Keilah during threshing time. They
attacked again when Saul was chasing David
in the Wilderness of Ziph. It was only a mat-
ter of time before they would again strike
somewhere in Israel.

At last, that day came. The Philistine lords
declared war on Israel, and Achish sent for
David. “You and your men will go to battle
with me against the Israelites,” the Philistine
king announced.

What a difficult choice David faced! What
would happen if he joined Achish in the bat-
tle against Israel? Either he would have to
turn against the Philistines—and Achish—to
help his own people or he would have to fight
against Saul, his rightful king. If he turned
against the Philistines, David would betray
Achish, the man who had given him refuge. If
he fought Israel, he would be unfaithful to
God and have to kill some of his own people.

David neither refused nor committed him-
self to Achish. “Surely you know what your
servant can do,” he answered. And Achish re-
sponded, “I will make you my bodyguard for-
ever.”

David and his men marched with King
Achish from Gath to Aphek (ā′ fek), the gath-
ering place for the Philistine armies. The
Philistines and Israelites had fought at Aphek
about sixty-five years earlier. In that battle, the
Philistines had captured the ark of the
covenant and killed Eli’s sons.

When Achish and his army arrived at
Aphek, the captains of other Philistine armies
noticed David and his men. “What are these
Hebrews doing here?” they demanded of
Achish.

“This is David, a former servant of Saul, the
king of Israel,” King Achish replied. “David
has been with me for over a year. I have found
no fault in him since the day he came to me.”

“Make him return to the city you assigned
him; he cannot go to battle with us,” the
Philistine captains declared. “He might turn
against us during the battle. What better way
for him to make peace with Saul than by be-
coming our enemy!” 

“Remember,” they told Achish, “this is the
man of whom the Israelites sang, ‘Saul killed
his thousands, and David his ten thousands!’”

So Achish told David, “I know that you are
a good man. You have served me faithfully,
and I have not found any evil in you. But the
other Philistine lords don’t want you to go
with us to battle. Now, to satisfy them, go
back to Ziklag in peace.”

David must have felt relieved. God had res-
cued him from a difficult predicament. Early
the next morning, David woke his men and
they marched south toward Ziklag. Mean-
while, the Philistines marched north to the
Valley of Jezreel, in the center of Israel.
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LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Complete the exercises using the map on the first page of this lesson.

1. Underline the town of the Philistine king. Write its name. 

2. Ziklag is about twenty miles south of Gath. Box it.

3. In which area did David conduct his raids from Ziklag? 

4. Double underline the city where the Philistines mustered their troops to go to war
with Israel. Write its name. 

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Complete the exercises.

5. Whom did Achish think David and his men were raiding?

6. Choose the reason David and his men killed everyone they attacked during their raids.
a. So no one could tell Achish what David really was doing.
b. The people were so fierce David could not trust any of them alive.
c. David’s men enjoyed killing people.
d. Achish was trying to get rid of the nomads in that area.

7. Choose the way David used the things he captured on his raids.
a. He used them to bribe Achish into making him a bodyguard.
b. He used them to feed poor Israelites in the territories of Philistia.
c. He used them to feed and clothe himself, his men, and their families.
d. He used them to start building his kingdom. 

8. Name three times the Philistines had attacked Israel during Saul’s reign.

a.

b.

c.

9. What did Achish want David and his men to help him do? 

10. What was the difficult choice David faced? He would have to a
friend or fight his .
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11. Write two things that  happened when the Philistines and Israelites fought at Aphek
in the days of Eli.

a.
b.

12. Choose the reason David did not join the Philistines in going to war.
a. He decided that he could not fight against Saul.
b. The Philistines called off the battle at Aphek.
c. Achish needed David to go back and protect Ziklag while Achish fought.
d. The captains of the Philistines would not let him fight alongside them.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the exercises.

13. Name a people group besides the Egyptians who wrote in hieroglyphics.

14. Circle the letter of the way David tried to prove to Saul that he had no desire to kill him.
a. David took Saul’s water bottle and spear.
b. David fought the nomads in the Wilderness of Paran.
c. David drove the Philistines out of Ziklag.
d. David sent Saul a large gift of money.

Answer the questions.

15. What godly quality did David demonstrate each time he spared Saul’s life?

16. From which people did the Philistines learn to harden iron?

17. Because Abner failed to protect King Saul, what did he deserve?

18. Which people had the oldest known written Indo-European language?
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