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After mourning for Saul and Jonathan,
David asked the LORD what he should do
next. The LORD told David to take his family
and his men to Hebron. The men of Judah
soon gathered at Hebron to anoint David as
their king. For seven years, David would rule
over Judah from Hebron.

Meanwhile, Saul’s cousin Abner was mak-
ing arrangements for a new king to take the
throne of Israel. Abner had survived the battle
at Mount Gilboa, and he believed the crown
should remain in Saul’s family. So he had Saul’s
last living son, Ishbosheth (ish bō′ shith),
anointed king.The tribes north of Judah and
those east of the Jordan River recognized Ish-
bosheth as their king.These tribes were known
as the “northern tribes” or as “Israel.” Only
Judah pledged loyalty to David. Ishbosheth set
up his capital at Mahanaim (mā′ hə nā′ im), in
the territory of Gad, east of the Jordan. Ish-
bosheth was a weak man, but powerful Abner
supported him.

One day, Abner marched his army into
Gibeon (gib′ ē ən), 25 miles (40 km) north of
Hebron. David’s general Joab (jō′ ab) led

Judah’s army out to challenge Abner’s sol-
diers. “Let us have a contest,” suggested
Abner to Joab. “Let twelve men from each
side fight, and we will see who has the better
soldiers.”

Joab agreed. The men fought, and all
twenty-four were killed. Immediately a battle
broke out between David’s army under Joab
and Abner’s army. The men fought all day.
Three hundred and sixty men from Israel and
twenty from Judah died. At one point, Joab’s
brother was chasing Abner and Abner struck
and killed him—something Joab would not
forget.

As the sun was setting, Abner stood atop a
hill and called to Joab, “Will the killing go on
forever? Don’t you know this will end bit-
terly?” Abner, who had provoked the fight, was
now ready to stop the killing. Joab signaled his
men to cease, and they obeyed. As the day
closed, the troops returned home: Abner’s
across the Jordan and Joab’s south to Hebron.

A long war between David and Ishbosheth
followed this fight. David’s rule grew stronger,
while Saul’s house grew weaker. Then one

Vocabulary Words
condemn: (kən dem′) to express strong disapproval of; to pronounce guilty of wrong or evil

reconcile: (re′ kən sīl′) to make friends again; to settle a disagreement or difference between

treachery: (tre′ chə rē) breaking trust or confidence in; betrayal

David and the House of Saul
Bible Passage – 2 Samuel 2:1—3:27; 4:1-3, 5-12
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day, Ishbosheth accused Abner of trying to
steal the kingdom from him. Abner was so
angry with Ishbosheth that he abandoned
him and went over to David. Ishbosheth was
terrified, for his power depended on Abner’s
strength, and he feared Abner’s wrath.

Abner sent a message to David: “Make an
agreement with me, and I will help bring Is-
rael under your rule.” Next, Abner called Is-
rael’s leaders and said to them, “In the past
you wanted David to be your king. Now do
it; for the LORD said, ‘By the hand of My
servant David, I will save My people Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines and from
all their enemies.’”

Then Abner went down to Hebron, where
David prepared a feast for him. Abner prom-
ised to serve David, and the two men were
reconciled. “I will go now to gather all Israel
unto my lord the king,” Abner said, “so that
you may make an agreement with them and
may reign over all that your heart desires.” So
Abner left in peace.

While David and Abner talked, Joab and
his men were out fighting. Returning home,
Joab was displeased to hear that David and
Abner had made peace.

“What have you done?” Joab asked David.
“Abner came to you and you sent him away in
peace? Don’t you realize that he is only trying
to deceive you? He just wanted to spy on you,
so that he could plan an attack.”

Without telling David what he was doing,
Joab sent a message calling Abner back.
When Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took

him aside as if to speak to him privately, but
then killed the unsuspecting man in revenge
for his brother’s death.

David was very sad about Abner’s death,
and furious with Joab for his treachery. He
called the people of Judah to mourn for
Abner and openly condemned Joab’s act.

When Ishbosheth learned that Abner was
dead, he was even more frightened. He had
reigned over the northern tribes of Israel for
two years—long enough to realize that his
control over these tribes depended upon
Abner’s strength.

One afternoon two of Ishbosheth’s army
commanders came to his house while he was
napping. Pretending they had come to get
some grain, the men sneaked into Ish-
bosheth’s bedroom. They killed him as he lay
sleeping. Then, thinking that David would re-
ward them for killing his foe, they hurried to
report to him what they had done. David was
not at all pleased. “The one who told me that
Saul was dead thought he was bringing me
good news,” David told Ishbosheth’s murder-
ers, “but I ordered his death as his reward.
How wicked you have been to kill an inno-
cent man in his own bed! I shall require your
death for his blood.” So David instructed his
soldiers to kill the men.

David had Ishbosheth buried beside Abner
in Hebron. With the death of Ishbosheth, all
of Saul’s sons were dead. The only male left in
Saul’s kingly line was Saul’s crippled grand-
son, Mephibosheth (mi fib′ ō sheth)
—Jonathan’s son.
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TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Do the map exercises.

1. Circle the city from which David
ruled Judah.  

2. Underline the capital city of 
Ishbosheth’s kingdom.  

3. Which part of Israel followed 
Ishbosheth?

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle the letter of the answer.

4. Why did Abner make Ishbosheth king?
a. The people demanded that Abner appoint Ishbosheth as king.
b. Abner believed a son of Saul should reign over Israel.
c. Before he had died, Saul had chosen Ishbosheth to follow him as king.
d. Ishbosheth was a wise and powerful leader among his people.

5. Why did Abner abandon Ishbosheth and join himself to David? 
a. Because of Ishbosheth, Abner had lost the battle against Joab.
b. Abner was disappointed that Judah had not supported Ishbosheth as king.
c. Ishbosheth had accused Abner of trying to make himself king.
d. Abner grew tired of having to support Ishbosheth’s kingdom.

6. How did David respond to Abner’s death?
a. He mourned but rewarded the murderer.
b. He covered up the murder.
c. He was secretly glad that Abner was out of the way.
d. He mourned for Abner and condemned the murderer.

Lesson 1
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Answer the questions.

7. For how long did David reign over Judah at Hebron? 

8. Why was Ishbosheth frightened when he learned that Abner was dead? 

� The union of the tribes of Israel was at some times stronger than at other times, but there
was often some tension between certain tribes. Ephraim, in the north, and Judah always
competed for leadership among the tribes. Sometimes Benjamin and Manasseh became
involved in their disputes. Most Israelites seem to have wanted to unite behind a single
king. When Saul was anointed, Israel stood behind him. Likewise, the nation rallied to
support David. But the events you will read about in this LightUnit show that the tension
between the tribes was still there, ready to break out in division and even revolution.

Israel prospered under David and Solomon. The tribes held together, even through a se-
ries of rebellions against David’s rule. But when Solomon’s son Rehoboam took the
throne, the northern tribes rebelled. Leaders in Ephraim did not like being ruled by
Judah, and they used Rehoboam’s harsh ways as an excuse for setting up a separate king-
dom among the tribes north of Judah. The kingdom was never united again.

Write true or false. If a statement is false, correct it to make it true.

9. There was often some tension between Judah and the northern tribes.

10. One cause of the northern tribes’ rebellion was that Judah’s leaders did
not like being ruled by Ephraim.

11. The kingdom was divided under Solomon’s son Rehoboam, but later
united again.

Lesson 1
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After the death of Ishbosheth, the leaders of
the tribes of Israel went to David in Hebron.
“We are your brothers,” they told the king of
Judah. “We are ready to make you our king.”

For now, all twelve tribes became a united
nation under David. David had reigned over
Judah for more than seven
years. He would reign over a
united Judah and Israel for the
next thirty-three years.

David needed a new capital
for his government. Now that
the northern tribes had de-
clared their loyalty to him,
David wanted a capital closer
to them than Hebron. Making
his capital closer to the north-
ern tribes would help to unite
the nation. The ancient city of
Jerusalem was in Benjamin
right on the border of Judah
and the northern tribes.

Ever since the days of Joshua, Jerusalem
had been controlled by the Canaanite people
called “Jebusites” (jeb′ yü sītz). The Jebusites
were confident that no one could conquer
their city. Jerusalem was a fortress, high atop a

rocky plateau. It was surrounded on three
sides by deep ravines or valleys. Its natural de-
fenses made conquering Jerusalem nearly im-
possible. But David and his men captured
Jerusalem and made it Israel’s capital.

David loved God and gave Him first place
in his life. He wanted a place
where all Israel could come to
worship God, so David
brought the ark of the
covenant to Jerusalem. 

David also built himself a
palace in Jerusalem. Hiram (hī′
rəm), the king of the Phoeni-
cian city of Tyre, sent carpen-
ters and masons to help build
David’s palace. He even fur-
nished cedar timbers for the
construction. However, when
David realized that his home
was more beautiful than the

tabernacle of God, He called the prophet
Nathan and proposed a plan: “I live in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a house
of curtains. I will build a house for our God.”

Nathan told David to go ahead with his
plan, but that night the word of the LORD

Vocabulary Word
dynasty: (dī′ nə stē) a family that rules a kingdom for more than one generation

We :rst read about Jerusalem in
Genesis, where Abraham rescued
his captive nephew Lot. On Abra-
ham’s way home from :ghting for
Lot’s release, Melchizedek king of
Salem came out to bless Abra-
ham. Salem is an old name for
Jerusalem. The next time we read
of Jerusalem—then called Jebus
(jē′ bəs) after the Jebusite
people—is in Joshua’s day. At
that time, the Jebusite king of
Jerusalem formed an alliance of
Canaanite kings to :ght Joshua
and Israel. From the time of David
until now, Jerusalem has been
the most important city in Israel.

A Dynasty for David
Bible Passage –2 Samuel 5:1-12; 6:1-19; 7:1-29; 9:1-13
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came to Nathan.
“Tell My servant
David, ‘Ever since I
brought the chil-
dren of Israel out of
Egypt, I have
dwelled in a tent.
Never have I told
the people to build Me a house of cedar.’

“And furthermore,” the LORD continued,
“tell David, ‘I took you from following sheep
and made you a ruler over My people, Israel.
As I was with you then, so I will be with you
now. I have given you a great name and great
power. Because you have done My will, I will
give you a house. Your son will sit on your
throne after you, and I will establish your dy-
nasty forever. If he does not follow Me, I will
punish him; but I will not take My mercy
away from him as I did Saul. Your house and
your kingdom shall be es-
tablished forever.’ ”

David worshiped and
praised the LORD. “You
are great, O LORD God;
there is none like You, nei-
ther is there any God be-
sides You,” David said. 

“If it pleases You, bless the house of Your ser-
vant David that it may continue forever be-
fore You.”

Afterward, David transformed a weak and
scattered Israel into a mighty nation. He was
a powerful king, yet he dealt kindly with his

people. Even as a busy
king, David did not forget
his promise to Saul. “Is
any of Saul’s family still
living, to whom I can
show God’s kindness?”
David asked his servants.

One of Saul’s servants
answered, “Jonathan has a
son, Mephibosheth, who
is crippled.” When Saul’s

family and servants had learned of Saul’s
death, they had fled in fear that the
Philistines would attack the palace. At the
time Mephibosheth was only a little boy, and
his nurse had dropped him in her haste. Both
of his feet were crippled in the fall.

At David’s request, Mephibosheth came to
Jerusalem. In those days, a new king often killed
the former king’s family, so that the king’s chil-
dren could not rebel against the new king.
Mephibosheth appears to have considered this
as he fell on his face before David.

“Do not be afraid,” the
king told him, “for I will
show you kindness for your
father’s sake. All the land
that belonged to your
grandfather Saul, I will give
to you. I want you to live in
my palace and eat at my

Lesson 2
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Phoenicia (fi nish′ ə) was a strip of land along the
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Two of its main
cities were seaports, Sidon (sī′ dən) and Tyre (tīr).
The Phoenicians were sea traders, also known for
cutting lumber and making a beautiful purple
dye. Near Tyre was Mount Lebanon (leb′ ə nən),
heavily wooded with cedar and other trees.
Cedar was highly prized because it does not
decay as quickly as
other woods.

The ark of the covenant had been carried
by Eli’s sons into battle against the
Philistines. When Israel was defeated, the
Philistines captured the ark. However, its
possession brought terrible suffering on
the Philistines and they sent it back. For
the last seventy years the ark had stayed at
Kiriath-jearim, under the care of a man
named Abinadab and his family.



8

TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Complete the map activities.

® 1. Label David’s capital when he
ruled over Judah alone.

2. Circle the name of King Hiram’s
city.  

3. Underline David’s capital city
when he was king over all Israel.

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle the letter of the answer.

4. Why did David want to move his capital north from Hebron? 
a. He wanted a capital that was larger and more beautiful than Hebron.
b. Hebron was too often attacked by wandering Amalekites.
c. David wanted a capital that was in his own tribe’s territory.
d. Its location on the border between Judah and Israel would help unite Israel.

5. Why did the Jebusites think that no one would ever conquer Jerusalem?
a. Their city was protected by superb natural defenses.
b. The Jebusites were masterful warriors.
c. The city was too large to conquer.
d. The Jebusites’ city was small and undesirable.

Lesson 2

table as if you were my son.” Mephibosheth
humbly accepted David’s offer.

King David called the servant of Saul
once more. “I have given Saul’s grandson,
Mephibosheth, all that belonged to your
master. You, your sons, and your servants
will care for his fields and will bring the
harvest and fruits to him,” the king said.
“But, Mephibosheth will live with me and
will sit at my table.”
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6. Why did David want to build a house for God?
a. God had told Nathan the prophet to tell David to build Him a house.
b. It did not seem right that God dwelled in a tent while David lived in a palace.
c. He wanted to show nearby countries that his God was greater than theirs.
d. The tabernacle was old and had become worn.

7. In this story, how did David demonstrate that he was a kind man who kept his 
promises?

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

� God told David, “Because you have done My will, I will give you a house. Your son will sit
on your throne after you, and I will establish his throne forever . . . Your house and your
kingdom shall be established forever.”

When God told David, “I will give you a house,” He meant that He would establish
David’s family as a dynasty; that is, as the ruling family over Israel for many generations.
David’s son, grandsons and great-grandsons would be the kings of Israel. In fact, David
and his descendants ruled first Israel and then Judah for almost five hundred years, from
1010 BC to 586 BC.

8. God promised to establish a “house” for David’s family. What is another name for this
house? A 

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Answer the questions.

9. Which king did the people of Judah follow? David Ishbosheth

10. Abner believed that Saul’s family should continue to rule over Israel. How did he act
on this belief?

11. What did Abner do because Ishbosheth had accused him of wanting to be king? 

12. For how many years was David king in Hebron over Judah? 

Lesson 2
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13. a. How did Ishbosheth react to the news of Abner’s death? 

b. Why did he react that way? 

Circle the letter of the answer.

14. What was a major source of the tension between the tribes of Israel?
a. The western tribes resented that the eastern tribes did not help fight Israel’s 
enemies.

b. The tribes had to compete for scarce natural resources.
c. Each tribe wanted its own religion to be the religion of the whole kingdom.
d. Leaders of Ephraim did not like being ruled by leaders of Judah.

15. When did the united kingdom come to an end, never to unite again?
a. four hundred years after Saul was anointed Israel’s first king
b. when Rehoboam became king following his father Solomon’s reign
c. after Benjamin and Manasseh joined Ephraim in rebelling against Judah
d. several months after David died

Lesson 2


