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L E S S O N

Elisha Replaces Elijah
Bible Passage – 2 Chronicles 20:35-37; 1 Kings 22:48;
2 Kings 1, 2, 4, and 5

Ahaziah (ā′ hə zī′ ə) succeeded his father
Ahab as king of Israel. Ahaziah worshiped
Baal, as his father and mother had. He did
many evil things in God’s eyes. During his
reign, Elijah prophesied and called both the
king and his people to turn again to the true
and living God. But Ahaziah would not listen, so the LORD determined to punish him.
First He raised up the king of Moab to
rebel against Ahaziah. Seeing that Ahaziah’s
father was dead, the Moabite king stopped
paying tribute to Israel, which deprived
Ahaziah of an important source of income.
Ahaziah then asked Jehoshaphat, king of
Judah, to join him in building a fleet of ships,
which would sail to distant lands and trade
goods for gold.
God was not pleased with this effort. He
certainly did not want Jehoshaphat to become involved with the idolatrous northern
king. So God sent a prophet to Jehoshaphat
to condemn him: “Because you have joined
with Ahaziah, the LORD will destroy your
work.” Then God brought swift judgment
upon the labor of both kings. Before their
fleet even made its first voyage, the ships
were destroyed while sitting in the port at
Elath, on the Red Sea.
One day, Ahaziah fell through a lattice on
the second story of his palace in Samaria.

Ahaziah knew that his injuries were serious,
but he was still not repentant, so he sent messengers to the Philistine city of Ekron. “Go
and ask Baal whether I will recover or not,”
the king commanded.
However, God sent Elijah to intercept
Ahaziah’s messengers. “Tell the king this:
‘You will never get up from your bed, for you
will die!’” Elijah said.
Ahaziah knew that this message had come
from Elijah. He sent for the prophet, who
came to Samaria and pronounced the same
judgment of God before the king. Not long
after, Ahaziah died from his injuries. Because
Ahaziah had no sons, his brother Jehoram became king.
Sometime after Jehoram became king, Elijah realized that his work for the LORD was
nearly over. Earlier, Elijah had anointed Elisha (i lī′ shə) to follow in his footsteps. So
when the time came for God to take Elijah,
he told Elisha that he would soon depart.
“Stay here,” Elijah said to Elisha one day.
“The LORD wants me to go to the Jordan.”
However, Elisha refused to let Elijah go on
alone. He followed Elijah to the Jordan River.
There, Elijah took off his mantle and struck
the river with it. The Jordan parted, and the
two men crossed over on dry ground.
When they had crossed the Jordan, Elijah
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asked Elisha, “What shall I do for you before
I am taken from you?”
“Let me have a double portion of your
spirit,” Elisha answered.
That gift could only come from God.
“That will happen only if you see me when I
am taken away,” the old prophet said.
As they were talking, a chariot and horses
of fire suddenly swooped down from heaven
and rushed between them. Elijah was caught
up into heaven in a whirlwind.
“Oh, my father!” cried Elisha as he watched
Elijah being swept away. “My father! The
chariots of Israel and her horsemen!” Elisha
tore his clothes in sorrow. He would see Elijah
no more. He picked up Elijah’s mantle, and
when he came to the Jordan, he struck the
water with the mantle. The water parted, as it
had for Elijah.
So Elisha took Elijah’s place as leader of the
prophets and assumed his
ministry for God. In
some ways, Elisha was
different from Elijah.
He lived among the Israelites, and the people
always knew where to
find him. At times Israel’s kings were angry
with Elisha, but usually
they welcomed his
counsel. Elisha was a
kind man, yet he sternly
warned those who
sinned, and he sternly
opposed Baal worship—just as Elijah had.
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God also performed miracles through Elisha. Once, a poor widow owed a man a lot of
money. The man threatened to take her two
sons as slaves to pay for the debt.
“What shall I do?” she asked Elisha.
“What do you have in the house?” he
replied.
“Nothing but a jar of oil,” the widow answered.
“Borrow all the empty bowls, jars, and jugs
you can. Pour the oil from your jar into the
empty vessels. When each one is full, set it
aside.”
So the woman and her sons collected and
filled many vessels. When the last one was
full, the widow’s oil stopped.
“Sell the oil and pay your debt. Keep the
rest of the money for yourself and your sons,”
Elisha said.
Some time later, a man named Naaman

(nā′ ə mən)

sought Elisha’s help. Naaman was
a captain in the Syrian army who had a horrible disease called leprosy (le′ prə sē).
Naaman’s wife had a slave who was a young
Israelite girl. This slave had been captured during a Syrian raid on Israel. The girl told Naaman’s wife, “I wish my master could see the
prophet of Samaria. He would heal Naaman.”
So Naaman went to Samaria with gifts for
Elisha. Elisha told the Syrian’s messengers,
“Go tell your master to bathe in the Jordan
River seven times, and he will be healed.” He
did not even go out to meet Naaman.
This made Naaman angry. “I thought
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surely the prophet would stand beside me and
call on the name of the LORD and wave his
hand over me so that I would be healed,”
Naaman complained. “I can bathe in Syria’s
rivers! They are better than Israel’s!”
But Naaman’s servants convinced him to
obey Elisha’s instructions. He went down to
the Jordan River and dipped seven times, as
Elisha had commanded. Rising the seventh
time, Naaman saw that his leprosy was gone.
His skin was pure again!
Elisha performed many other miracles like
this one. You can read about them in the book
of 2 Kings.

THE LAY OF THE LAND
Complete the map exercises.

®

1. Label the capital from which Jehoshaphat’s army went out to
fight. Write its name:
2. Label the place where the
Moabites, Ammonites, and
Edomites camped before their
battle with Jehoshaphat. Write
its name:
3. Circle Jehoshaphat’s country.

4. Label the capital city of Israel,
where Elijah met Ahaziah.

6. Label the river that Elijah parted
and where Naaman washed.
7. Underline Ahaziah’s country.

© Map Resources

5. Double underline the country that
refused to pay tribute to Ahaziah.
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE
8. Elijah had anointed

to follow in his footsteps.

9. For what problem did Naaman need Elisha’s help?
10. What did Elisha tell Naaman to do?
11. Elisha’s instructions to Naaman made the captain angry. Choose the statement that
best explains why Naaman was angry.
a. Elisha himself did not heal the Syrian captain.
b. Naaman would have to travel a long way to the Jordan River.
c. The actions called for would not heal leprosy.
d. Syrian rivers were known for having the power to heal leprosy.
 In the Bible, there are certain numbers that are very important. One of the most important
numbers is seven. God told Joshua to march around Jericho for seven days. Jesus appears in
John’s Revelation among seven lamp stands, which represent seven churches. There are
seven Spirits of God (Revelation 4:5). Seven seems to stand for fullness or completion.
12. How many times did the Syrian captain Naaman wash in the river?

KNOW GOD

Circle the letter of the answer.
13. Why did God decide to punish Ahaziah?
a. Ahaziah tried to put Elijah to death for prophesying against the king.
b. Ahaziah took his father’s place as king of Israel.
c. Ahaziah had made an agreement with Jehoshaphat to build ships at Elath.
d. Ahaziah refused to listen to the warnings that came through God’s prophets.
14. Which of these was not a punishment that God inflicted on Ahaziah for his sin?
a. He prompted Moab to refuse to pay Israel tribute.
b. He removed His prophets from Israel.
c. He allowed Ahaziah to die from his injuries.
d. He destroyed Ahaziah’s ships at Elath.
15. Why did God destroy Jehoshaphat’s ships?
a. The ships were being used to obtain evil goods.
b. God did not want His people to become sailors.
c. The ships had been built by slaves.
d. Jehoshaphat had worked with wicked king Ahaziah.
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LOOKING BACK

Complete the statements that tell how Jehoshaphat built up Judah’s spiritual and
military strength.
16. Jehoshaphat told the people to

God alone.

17. Jehoshaphat destroyed all
18. Jehoshaphat sent out
about God.

.
and

to teach people

19. Jehoshaphat appointed godly

to settle the people’s disputes.

20. Jehoshaphat increased Judah’s
around Judah.

and built

Answer the questions about Jehoshaphat’s conflict with Moab, Edom, and Ammon.
21. Why did the prophet’s message encourage Jehoshaphat?
a. He said that God would defeat Judah’s enemies for them.
b. He said that Judah’s army was larger than the enemies’ armies.
c. He said that Moab, Edom, and Ammon were not serious about fighting Judah.
d. He said that Jehoshaphat could stay home from the battle.
22. What led Jehoshaphat to pray when he heard that Moab, Edom, and Ammon were
planning to attack Judah?
23. How were the enemies of Jehoshaphat defeated at Engedi?
a. God gave Judah great strength to defeat them.
b. They turned on each other and killed one another.
c. Israel joined Judah to defeat them.
d. God sent a plague and destroyed them.
Complete the statements about Jehoshaphat’s failures.
24. Jehoshaphat allowed his
25. Jehoshaphat formed an

to marry
with

daughter.
.
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Conflict All Around
Bible Passage – 2 Kings 1:17,18; 3:1-27; 6:8—7:20

Vocabulary Word
barter: (bär′ tər) to exchange goods (rather than money) for other goods one wishes to
purchase

About the time Jehoshaphat came to
Judah’s throne, an aggressive new king came
to power in Assyria (ə sir′ ē ə). This king
boasted of his cruelty toward his enemies. Assyria’s new aggression proved troublesome for
Israel and Judah. God’s people could only escape the Assyrians by remaining devoted to
the LORD.
Ahaziah died without a son to take his
place; so his brother Jehoram became Israel’s
next king. Jehoram destroyed the image of Baal
that Ahab had made, but he displeased God by
continuing to worship the golden calves of Jeroboam. Because of Jehoram’s sin God sent a
series of events into his life.
First, the king of Moab turned his wrath
on Jehoram. This king had earlier rebelled
against Ahaziah. Jehoram asked Jehoshaphat
of Judah to go with him to fight against
Moab. They decided to attack Moab from
Edom, hoping to surprise Moab by marching
up from the south. The Edomite armies
joined Israel and Judah as they marched
through Edom.
The three kings led their armies through
the desert at the south end of the Dead Sea,
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but soon they ran out of water. Jehoram panicked, “Has the LORD brought us out here together just to give us to Moab?”
“Is there a prophet of God with us?” Jehoshaphat asked.
Jehoram’s servant said, “Elisha, a servant of
Elijah, is along.”
Jehoshaphat trusted Elisha because he was
a true prophet of God. “Call Elisha,” he
commanded.
When the prophet arrived he said to Jehoram, “Why have you come to me instead of
going to the prophets of your gods? Only because Jehoshaphat is with you, will I help
you.”
Then Elisha gave them the LORD’s counsel:
“Dig ditches throughout the valley. You won’t
see it rain or hear the wind blow, but the
ditches will fill with water. Then the LORD
will deliver the Moabites into your hand.”
When they awoke the next morning, the
ditches they had dug the night before were
flowing with water. When the Moabites
came out to fight them, they saw the water.
The rising sun shone on the streams, turning
the water bloodred.
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“The three
encircling the city, and called out to Elisha.
kings have killed
“What are we going to do?”
each other!” the
“Don’t be afraid,” Elisha assured him.
Moabites cried.
“There are more with us than with them.”
“Go collect the
Then Elisha asked the LORD to open his servant’s eyes. Suddenly, the servant saw the
spoil!”
mountainsides around Dothan full of horses
So the
and chariots of fire.
Moabites rushed
While the Syrians advanced, Elisha prayed.
toward the Israelites’ camp. But the Israelites
The LORD heard His prophet and struck the
rose up and attacked them. Surprised, the
Syrians with blindness.
Moabites panicked and fled. Israel pursued,
Elisha met the Syrians, who were stumslaughtering thousands.
bling about in the confusion. “This is not the
When the Moabite king saw that he was
city you are seeking,” he told them. “Follow
losing badly, he took his oldest son up to the
me. I will take you to the man you want.”
wall of his city. On the wall, in the sight of the
Elisha led them right to Samaria, Israel’s
Israelites, the king offered his son as a sacrifice
capital. Then he prayed, “ LORD, remove their
to Moab’s god. In horror and dismay, Israel
blindness.”
gave up the fight and went home.
The Syrians found themselves staring at
God then allowed a second threat, this
King Jehoram, their enemy!
time from Syria. Several times the
Syrian King Ben-hadad II comIn 1868, a missionary discovered a black stone in Dhiban,
manded his officers to attack IsJordan. This stone became
rael secretly. However, each time
known as the Moabite Stone
his men invaded, Jehoram’s army
or the Mesha Stele. On this
was right there to meet them—as
stone Mesha, king of Moab,
describes how Omri of Israel
if Israel knew where Syria would
oppressed Moab. He claims
attack!
that Moab won a victory
“Which of you is helping Isover Israel. This is probably
a false boast. However, berael?” Ben-hadad demanded of his
cause Israel abandoned the
officers.
fight and returned home,
“None of us,” answered one
Moab probably gained its
freedom at this time. The
man. “It is Elisha, a prophet in IsMesha Stele is in a museum
rael, who keeps telling the king of
in Paris, France.
Israel where we will strike.”
Ben-hadad sent a large army by
night to Dothan (dō′ thən) to capture Elisha.
In the morning Elisha’s servant saw the Syrians
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The king of Edom was
under Judah’s control. He
may have had no choice
but to go along to war. But
Jehoram and Jehoshaphat
had to march through his
land to get to Moab.
Maybe they had no choice
but to ask for his help.

The Mesha Stele

49

Lesson 12

Elisha insisted that the men be spared. “Give
them food and water,” he said. “Then send
them home.”
After a time Ben-hadad II came with his
army and besieged Samaria. During this
siege, Jehoram and his people experienced for
a third time the discipline of God. Jehoram
still had not repented of his sin.
Built on a high hill, Samaria had no wells.
The nearest springs were nearly a mile away.
The Syrians blocked anyone from entering or
leaving the city. Food and water grew desperately low. Soon, famine gripped Samaria.
One day, as the famine grew worse, Jehoram was walking along the city wall when a
woman cried to him, “Help me, oh king!”
Jehoram asked the woman what was
wrong. He was hardly prepared for her answer. She told him that she had cooked and
eaten her own son.
Jehoram tore his clothes in anguish, but
rather than repenting of his idolatry, the king
blamed Elisha: “May God punish me if Elisha’s head remains on him today!”
Elisha knew the famine had come from the
LORD, and he spoke to the people: “Listen to
the word of the LORD. Tomorrow about this
time, a measure of fine flour will sell for a
shekel, and a shekel will buy two measures of
barley.”
Jehoram’s chief officer scoffed at Elisha.
The prophet turned to him and said, “You
will see it with your eyes, but you won’t eat
any of the food!”
That night some lepers sat outside the
city gate. They were starving too. “Let’s go
to the Syrians, maybe they will give us food,”
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they said. “The worst they can do is to kill
us, and we’re going to die from hunger anyway.”
They found the Syrian camp eerily silent.
No one was guarding it. There were no soldiers in sight. The Syrians had fled, leaving
their tents, food, silver and gold, clothes, and
animals behind. The lepers helped themselves
to food and drink. They carried away some of
the valuables they found. Then they hurried
back to Samaria to share the news of their
discovery with the city.
Jehoram did not believe that the Syrians
had abandoned their camp. He thought it
might be a trick, an ambush. Hesitantly he allowed his men to go and investigate. Along
the way, the men found scattered valuables
that the Syrians had dropped as they fled.
In the night, the LORD had caused the
Syrians to hear the sound of a huge army of
chariots and horses. Fearing that Israel had
hired the Hittites and Egyptians to attack
them, the Syrians had run away.
When news reached Samaria that the Syrians were gone, the people rushed out to
search for spoils. Jehoram placed his chief officer at Samaria’s gate to keep order, but a
huge mass of people pushed and shoved one
another at the gate. In the crush of bodies, the
chief officer was knocked down. He fell beneath scores of stampeding feet and was
trampled to death. Elisha’s words to the chief
officer had come to pass.
In the following years, the Syrians remained
in Syria. For a brief time, Israel enjoyed peace.
Soon Ben-hadad would die. However, the king
who succeeded him would be even worse.

THE LAY OF THE LAND
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Label the following places on the map.

®

1. Judah
2. Samaria
3. Israel
4. Jordan River
5. Engedi
6. Moab

7. Circle Syria on the map.

 Do you remember the earlier discussion of sieges in Bible times? An army
used a siege to defeat an enemy that
was secure behind the walls of a city.
Samaria was a very difficult city to
conquer. It was built atop a steep-sided
hill. Its walls were tall and thick. But a
siege was effective against Samaria because little food could be grown within
the city walls. There was no source of
water inside the walls either.

Answer the question.

© Map Resources

KNOW YOUR BIBLE

8. What effect did the Syrian siege have on Samaria in the days of Jehoram ?

Circle the letter of the answer.
9. Why did the Edomites and Israelites attack Moab from the south?
a. The southern side of the Moabite city was the weakest side.
b. The only road from Israel to Moab ran around the south end of the Dead Sea.
c. The Israelites and Edomites hoped to surprise Moab by coming from the south.
d. The Moabites had blocked the northern route and were waiting there.
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10. What did the king of Moab do when the Israelites and Edomites were about to destroy his city?
a. He surrendered to the invaders and paid them tribute.
b. He sent out his best troops to break through the attackers’ main lines.
c. He offered to give them his wives and children as a ransom.
d. He sacrificed his son on the city wall to the god of Moab.
Complete the sentences.
11. God was displeased with King
worship the
12. The prophet

of Israel because he continued to
Jeroboam had made.
helped Israel resist Ben-hadad’s attacks.

13. The
rushed out to collect Israel and Edom’s spoil when they
thought the water was
.

THOSE CURIOUS CUSTOMS

 At the time Elisha lived, about 850 B.C., coins did not yet exist. The first coins appeared
around 600 B.C. in Asia Minor. Before that time, people usually traded sheep, grain,
olives, oil, or other food items—a system called barter. In Israel, most people paid taxes in
oil, wine, or grain. Occasionally purchases were made with silver, as when Abraham
bought the cave of Machpelah. This silver was not coins but pieces of silver (perhaps
ring-shaped), which were weighed against a stone weight.
Elisha told the people of Samaria that by the next day a measure of flour would sell for a
shekel and two measures of barley would also cost a shekel. The shekel Elisha refers to
was not a coin but a specific weight of silver. The unit of weight called a “shekel” changed
from age to age, and its value changed too.
The “measure” of flour or barley that Elisha spoke of was a measure of volume, not
weight. It was about 12 quarts (13.2 liters).

Answer the questions.
14. What items did people use to barter in Bible times?

15. What did people use to determine the weight of silver?
16. Around what time did coins come into use in Asia Minor?
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Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false.
17. T F

The shekel was a coin in Elisha’s time.

18. T F

The shekel was a fixed weight that never changed.

LOOKING BACK

Circle the letter of the answer.
19. How did Naaman respond to Elisha’s instructions for his healing?
a. He became angry because he thought Elisha himself should have healed him.
b. He immediately followed Elisha’s directions.
c. He returned to Syria because he could not do what Elisha told him to do.
d. He ordered his servants to kill Elisha for not showing him greater respect.
Complete the sentences.
20. The King of Moab refused to give

to Ahaziah.

21. The Syrian captain Naaman had a disease called
22. Elisha told Naaman to wash
23. Elijah anointed

.
times in the Jordan River.

to replace Elijah as God’s prophet to Israel.

24. God punished Ahaziah because the king refused to
.

to God’s

Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false. Rewrite any false statement.
25. T F

Ahaziah died in battle against Moab.

26. T F

God destroyed some of Jehoshaphat’s work because Jehoshaphat
had taken Ahaziah as a partner.
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