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God allowed Syria’s king, Hazael, to pun-
ish Israel by greatly reducing its size and
strength. In his despair, the idol-worshiping
King Jehoahaz turned to God for help. God
loved His people and was merciful to them;
however, it was not until Jehoash was king
that some relief came. And then, it came
through another enemy of Israel: Assyria.

During the reign of Jehoahaz and late in
Hazael’s reign, a new king had come to the
throne in Assyria: Adad-nirari III. He
strengthened Assyria and began to expand its
boundaries. Adad-nirari III crossed the Eu-
phrates River and attacked Damascus. Dur-
ing the same campaign, he forced Israel,
Tyre, Sidon, Edom, and Philistia to pay trib-
ute to Assyria.

However, Adad-nirari III died soon after
his campaign in Syria and the West. The next
four Assyrian kings were weak leaders. At
home they faced difficulties that led to civil
war within Assyria itself. Furthermore, the
nations on Assyria’s northern border began to
rise against Assyrian control.

In Syria, King Hazael died, and his son
Ben-hadad became king.This King Ben-
hadad is often called Ben-hadad III. He inher-
ited a weakened Syria and so, he was not much
of a threat to Israel. In three battles between
Israel and Syria, Israel’s King Jehoash took
back land that Israel had earlier lost to Syria.

Jehoash was also able to rebuild Israel’s
army while Syria and Assyria were weak. For
a while, Jehoash even controlled Judah.

Jeroboam II, who succeeded his father Je-
hoash as king of Israel, was Israel’s strongest
king in military matters. Seeing that Assyria
was too weak to invade western countries,
Jeroboam II waged war against Syria. During
this campaign, Jeroboam II recovered terri-
tory that Ben-hadad I had seized from Israel.
He reclaimed Gilead, east of the Jordan, and
even controlled Damascus for a time. Jer-
oboam II’s kingdom stretched from Hamath
in the north, along the eastern side of the Jor-
dan to the Dead Sea in the south—almost
the same area Israel had possessed at the time
the ten tribes rejected Rehoboam’s rule. Israel
grew to be the most powerful nation on the
eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

Under Jeroboam II’s leadership Israel be-
came wealthy too. Rich Israelites built elabo-
rate homes styled after the king’s palace. They
spent their time idly feasting and drinking.
However, much of this wealth came at the ex-
pense of the poor. Rich men took grain from
the poor and sold it at high prices. They
bought and sold poor people for a few coins
or a pair of shoes. The rich cheated those who
were poor, charging them high prices. They
rigged their scales to weigh less when they
bought and more when they sold.

The Risks of Riches
Bible Passage – 2 Kings 14:23-29; Amos 1––9L E S S O N
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Those in positions of authority were no
different. They were unkind to those who
tried to live righteously. Leaders accepted
bribes. When the poor came to them at the
city gate, they refused to help them.

Jeroboam II may have led his people to
material prosperity, but he did not lead them
into spiritual greatness. He and his people
combined idolatry with their worship of the
LORD; they offered sacrifices to idols and to
God. They reasoned that as long as they out-
wardly worshiped God, they were all right in
His eyes and could do as they pleased.

But God knew their hearts. He saw their
selfishness, greed, and dishonesty. He saw the
way they treated one another. He loved His
people and longed to draw them back to
Himself. He sent His prophets to warn them
of coming judgment.

One of these prophets was Amos (ā′ məs),
who lived in a small town in Judah. He had
not attended the schools of prophets, nor was
he the son of a prophet. He was a simple
herdsman, yet he heard and obeyed God’s
call.

Amos criticized wealthy and powerful
Israelites for their lavish

lifestyles, and because they
cheated the poor and were

indifferent to their suf-
fering. Amos also con-
demned the people for
rejecting the true God
and honoring the calf
idol. He urged Israel to
turn from their sin to
God, warning them
that God’s judgment
would come if they did
not repent.

Amos’ message did
not please the chief
priest of Bethel, who was
in charge of the worship
of the golden calf at
Bethel. This priest ac-
cused Amos before Jer-
oboam II, but he twisted
Amos’ words. “Amos has
conspired against you in
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the midst of the house of Israel,” the priest
lied. “Amos has said this: ‘Jeroboam will die by
the sword and Israel shall surely be taken away
as captives out of their land.’”

To Amos the priest said, “O you prophet!
Go to Judah and prophesy there. But don’t
prophesy again here in Bethel, for this is the
king’s sanctuary and court.”

“I am neither a prophet nor a prophet’s
son. I am a herdsman,” Amos answered. “But
while I was following my flock, the LORD

said to me, ‘Go and prophesy to My people,
Israel.’”

Amos declared God’s judgment upon the
priest, and then he prophesied Israel’s exile:
“Israel will certainly be taken from its land
into exile far beyond Damascus.”

In contrast to his message of doom, Amos
offered hope for God’s people. He told them
that God had promised that one day—after
their time of judgment was over—His people
would return to their homeland.

Lesson 6

TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Label the places.

® 1. Edom  

2. Israel  

3. Jerusalem  

4. Circle the city where Amos 
rebuked the people for worship-
ing the golden calf. 

5. Philistia  

6. Samaria  

7. Judah  
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Lesson 6

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle T if the statement is true or F if it is false. Change false statements to make them true. 

8. T F Under Jehoash of Israel, Israel’s army became stronger.

9. T F Jeroboam II led Israel back to wholehearted worship of God.

10. T F God called Amos from among the trained prophets to speak to Israel.

Complete the exercises.

11. Circle the letters of all the things King Jehoash accomplished for Israel.
a. He led his people back to the true God.
b. He built up Israel’s army. 
c. He recaptured territory from Ben-hadad III that Israel had earlier lost to Syria.
d. He forged trade agreements with Syria and Assyria.

12. Circle the letter of the event that prevented Assyria from invading Syria and Israel
after Adad-nirari III died.
a. Tribes to Assyria’s north attacked Assyria and it ceased to exist.
b. Syria took control of Assyria’s western border, forcing Assyria to pay tribute.
c. A civil war broke out in Assyria and divided the country.
d. The Persians took the Assyrian king captive and kept the army inactive.

13. Jeroboam II was Israel’s greatest military king. Cross out the thing Jeroboam II did 
not do.
a. wage war against Syria
b. recover all of Gilead, the land east of the Jordan
c. briefly control Damascus
d. subdue Assyria
e. have a kingdom that covered the same area Rehoboam once ruled
f. make Israel the most powerful nation in the eastern Mediterranean

14. What were social conditions like under Jeroboam II? Circle five true statements.
a. Israel lost the prosperity it had gained under previous kings. 
b. People had time to feast. 
c. The wealthy built huge, luxurious houses. 
d. Everyone prospered so that poverty was eliminated. 
e. Cheating was practiced by merchants. 
f. Leaders were corrupt and indifferent to the poor.
g. Some Israelites sold poor people into slavery.

15. Who falsely accused Amos of conspiring to kill Jeroboam II? 
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KKNNOOWW GGOODD

Complete the sentences.

16. What was God’s purpose in sending the prophets to Israel? He sent the prophets to 
Israel to them to Himself by warning Israel of coming

.

17. Amos criticized Israel’s people because they did not care about
the suffering of the .

18. Amos prophesied that Israel would be taken into far beyond
Damascus.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the exercise.

19. Cross out the statement is not true of Amaziah.
a. He was captured and held prisoner by Israel’s king Jehoash.
b. He hired Israelites to help him fight Edom.
c. He told Jehoash a parable about a thistle and a cedar.
d. He worshiped the gods of Edom after he defeated Edom in battle.

Answer the questions.

20. How old was Uzziah when he began to reign over Judah? 

21. Who broke down the north wall of Jerusalem during an attack? 

22. In what way did King Amaziah obey the law found in Deuteronomy 24:16?

23. Which country rebelled in the days of Jehoram but came back under Judah’s control
during Amaziah’s reign? 

24. What made 100,000 Israelite soldiers so angry with Amaziah that they killed 3,000
people in Judah and looted their cities? 

Lesson 6
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Vocabulary Word
sackcloth: (sa′ klȯth) coarse clothing worn to show repentance from sin or sorrow over

something that happened

Throughout the Old Testament, God sent
His prophets to deliver His messages to peo-
ple. The prophets called God’s people to re-
pent of their sin and turn to God. Early
prophets like Nathan, Elijah, and Elisha de-
livered their messages to individuals. Later
prophets addressed specific groups or entire
nations. These later prophets not only spoke
their messages but sometimes also wrote
them down. Their writings became part of
the Bible. Today we can read them in the Old
Testament.

Three prophets called by God in the days
of Jeroboam II of Israel and Uzziah of Judah
were Amos, Hosea (hō zā′ ə), and Jonah 
(jō′ nə). Amos lived in Judah but came to Is-
rael to deliver God’s message to Jeroboam II
and his people. Amos’ s message condemned
rich people’s love of luxury at the expense of
the poor. He denounced the idleness, greed,
and dishonesty that lead to the oppression of
the poor. He urged Israel to turn from half-
hearted religion, warning that God’s judgment
would come on the nation if it did not repent.
Amos rightly foretold that God would punish
Israel through other nations.

God sent Hosea, who lived in Israel, to
prophesy to his own people. Hosea had one of
the most difficult tasks among the prophets.
His family became an object lesson to all Is-
rael. Hosea’s wife abandoned the prophet and
her own children. Her unfaithfulness became
a picture of the Israelites’ unfaithfulness to
God. Hosea faithfully warned the people
about God’s coming judgment if they did not
repent of their sins. He reminded them that
God loved them, just as Hosea loved his un-
faithful wife and pled with her to return to
her family. Hosea told Israel clearly that the
Assyrians would someday take Israel into
exile.

God sent Amos and Hosea to prophesy to
His people Israel. But He called Jonah to go
to an enemy of His people: Assyria. God told
Jonah to go to Nineveh (nin′ ə və), the capital
of Assyria, and preach against its wickedness.
Nineveh was a large city, home to several
hundred thousand people. They worshiped
idols and did not know about the true God. 

Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. He
knew that Assyria had conquered many coun-
tries as it advanced westward. He knew that

7 “Go and Prophesy!”
Bible Passage – Amos; Hosea; JonahL E S S O N
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Lesson 7

his country was in danger of falling under its
power, and he knew the Assyrians were fierce
and cruel. He did not think God should love
the Assyrians as He loved His chosen people
Israel. Jonah did not want to take God’s mes-
sage to them. He was afraid they might re-
pent and believe in God; then God would
mercifully forgive and spare them. So, Jonah
chose to disobey God.

Read Jonah 1:1—2:10

God called Jonah a sec-
ond time to go to Nineveh
to preach against its
wickedness. This time,
Jonah obeyed. He walked
through the city, repeat-
edly calling out, “Yet forty
days and Nineveh will be overthrown!”

The Ninevites (nin′ ə vīts) readily heeded
Jonah’s warning. They believed God. The king
of Assyria himself ordered everyone to dress
in sackcloth and fast. “Call on God and turn
from your wickedness and violence,” the king
declared. “Who knows, God may turn away
His anger and let us live.”

God saw the people of Nineveh turning
from their wicked ways. He had compassion
and mercy on them and said He would not 
destroy them.

Jonah grew angry. He had received mercy
when he repented, but he did not want God
to show mercy to his enemies. So Jonah

prayed to the LORD, “I know You are a gra-
cious and loving God; You are slow to anger
and full of mercy. You spare the wicked from
what they deserve. This was exactly what I
was afraid would happen. That is why I ran
from You.” Then Jonah begged God to let
him die.

“Do you have any good reason to be
angry?” the LORD asked Jonah.

Jonah went outside the city, made himself a
tiny shelter, and sat under it, wait-
ing to see what would happen to
the city. The LORD in His love
and mercy made a vine grow
above Jonah, providing shade for
the angry prophet. Jonah was
grateful, for the sun was very hot.

Before dawn the next day, God
caused a worm to kill the vine. It withered
quickly, and as the sun rose God sent a scorch-
ing wind. The sun beat upon Jonah’s head, and
he felt faint. “Death would be better than
this,” Jonah said.

“Do you have good reason to be angry
about the vine?” the LORD asked Jonah. 

“I do indeed!” Jonah answered. 
“You had compassion on the vine, even

though you did not make it grow,” the LORD

said. “It grew up overnight and died overnight.
Should I not have more compassion on Nin-
eveh, in which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know the difference be-
tween their left and their right hands?”

Nineveh was built by Nimrod,
Noah’s great-grandson (Gen.
10:11). It was located on the
eastern banks of the Tigris River.
The modern city of Mosul, Iraq
lies across the river from the
ruins of ancient Nineveh.
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Lesson 7

TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD

Label the countries or cities on the map.

® 1. Edom 4. Philistia 

2. Israel 5. Samaria  

3. Judah  6. Jerusalem  

Do these exercises.

7. Circle the capital of Assyria. 
Write its name here:

� 8. According to Jonah 1:3, where did
Jonah board a ship bound for
Tarshish?

9. Which number would best 
represent the approximate 
population of the Assyrian
capital?

300,000
5,000,000
45,000
3,300

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Answer the questions.

10. In what part of the Bible do we find the writings of God’s later prophets?

�11. What did the sailors do to Jonah in Jonah 1:15? 

�12. a. According to 2:10, what caused the fish to vomit up Jonah? 

b. What did Jonah do before this? 
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13. What did the king of Assyria hope to accomplish by having the people of Nineveh
dress in sackcloth and fast to show their repentance? 

Finish the paragraphs about the writing prophets.

14. Amos’s message condemned the rich for living in (a) at the 

expense of (b) people. He denounced (c) , 

(d) , and (e) . Amos foretold Israel’s 

(f ) at the hands of other (g) .

15. Hosea had a difficult life. God gave Israel an object lesson through the prophet’s 

family. Hosea’s (a) was unfaithful to him, just as the Israelites

were unfaithful to (b) .  Hosea clearly told the Israelites that 

(c) would carry them off into (d) . 

16. Jonah was called to prophesy to an enemy country. That country was 

(a) . Jonah preached to the people of (b) ,

the capital of the nation. When Jonah preached, the people of this great city 

(c) . 

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

Circle the letter of the answer.

17. Which statement best explains the most important conflict between Jonah and God
after the people of Nineveh repented?
a. Jonah wanted to have a vine, but God did not think Jonah was worthy of one.
b. Jonah was angry because God had taken away the shade provided by the vine.
c. God showed compassion and mercy to those who had repented, but Jonah did
not want them to receive mercy.

d. Jonah wanted God to be merciful to Nineveh, but God wanted to punish them.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Circle the letter of the answer.

18. After Adad-nirari III died, Assyria was plagued by a civil war. How did this affect 
Assyria’s relationships with countries like Syria and Israel?
a. It prevented Assyria from invading these countries.
b. Competing Assyrian groups fought to take control of Syria and Israel. 
c. Assyria became more hostile toward Israel, but not toward Syria.
d. Several Assyrian kings called on Syria and Israel to help them fight rival kings.

Lesson 7
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Answer the questions.

19. Which Israelite king is credited with the following military deeds? 
• Recovering all of Gilead, the territory east of the Jordan River.
• Briefly possessing Damascus.
• Ruling over an area as large as the nation Rehoboam ruled.
• Making Israel the strongest nation in the region.

20. Which group of men were appointed by God to warn Israel of coming judgment, so
that the people would turn back to God? 

21. Which prophet was called from being a herdsman in Judah to prophesy to Israel
under Jeroboam II? 

22. Whom did the chief priest of Bethel accuse of conspiring to kill Jeroboam II? 

23. What did Amos prophesy would happen to Israel? 

Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false.

24. T F When Ben-hadad III was king of Syria, Syria took back much of the land that 
Israel had taken from her.

25. T F Jeroboam II was the strongest military leader of Israel’s kings.

These statements describe social conditions in the days of Jeroboam II. Circle T if the
statement is true and F if it is false.

26. T F People enjoyed more leisure time, which they often spent feasting.  

27. T F Government leaders spent much time developing programs to help the poor. 

28. T F There was widespread corruption among government officials. 

29. T F Merchants and businessmen were honest. 

30. T F Rich Israelites sold poor fellow Israelites into slavery. 

31. T F Wealthy Israelites built palace-like houses. 


