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God chose Jeremiah to be His prophet
even before Jeremiah was born. As a young
man, he received God’s call to minister to His
people. His ministry took place during the
reigns of the last five kings of Judah.

Jeremiah knew that God would bring
judgment upon His people for their sins. He
knew that Jerusalem would be destroyed and
the kingdom of Judah would come to an end.
Yet he faithfully delivered God’s messages to
the people of Judah.These messages spoke
mostly of certain doom.

At times, Jeremiah became discouraged.
Few people believed his words. Some fiercely
opposed him. Others threatened his life. In
spite of the danger and hardships he encoun-
tered, Jeremiah did not waver from serving
God. He loved God’s chosen people and
grieved because they would not turn from
their evil ways.

When Jehoiakim was king, Jeremiah
warned him that God would certainly pun-
ish him and his people if he continued in
wickedness. The king threatened to kill Jer-
emiah, and the prophet went into hiding.
Because he was unable to personally deliver
God’s messages, Jeremiah wrote them down.
Jehoiakim tried to destroy Jeremiah’s mes-
sages by burning the scroll they were writ-
ten on, but he could never destroy God’s
Word.

Jeremiah’s prophecies came to pass.
Jehoiakim died in disgrace, and the next king,
Jehoiachin, and thousands of people in Judah
were taken captive to Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar made Zedekiah king over
the remnant of poor Judeans who remained in
the land. He made Zedekiah pledge to be
loyal to Babylon. However, the people of
Judah never really accepted Zedekiah.They
still considered Jehoiachin their ruler.

The appointment of a new king did not
change God’s work for Jeremiah. He contin-
ued to deliver God’s word to the king and
people of Judah.They stubbornly continued
in their sins.

Zedekiah faced constant unrest during his
eleven-year reign. His advisors pressured him
to rebel against Babylon.They urged him to
seek help from Egypt, which had a new
pharaoh. Neighboring Edom,Moab, Ammon,
and Phoenicia formed an alliance against
Babylon and urged Judah to join them. False
prophets declared that Jeremiah’s warnings
were untrue, but Jeremiah declared God’s
coming judgment through Babylon.

Who was right? What should he do?
Zedekiah could not make up his mind. In
desperation, he asked Jeremiah for advice.
“Your false prophets are lying to you,” Jere-
miah said. “There is only one solution. You
must remain loyal to the king of Babylon.”

7 Courageous Prophet
Bible Passage – 2 Kings 24:17––25:1; 2 Chronicles 36:11-16

Jeremiah 24––27; 31; 32; 36––38L E S S O N
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But Zedekiah’s advisors continued to press
for rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar. In his
ninth year as king, Zedekiah was finally per-
suaded. By this time, Egypt had another new,
more powerful pharaoh. Perhaps, working to-
gether, they could resist the mighty Babyloni-
ans. But the Babylonians would not tolerate
rebellion.

Babylon soon struck. Early in 588 B.C.,
Nebuchadnezzar and his army laid siege to
Jerusalem. At the same time, they attacked
other cities in Judah.The Egyptians came to
help, but they did not get very far.The Baby-
lonians turned from Jerusalem and attacked
the Egyptians.

“The Babylonians will soon return,” Jere-
miah warned Zedekiah. “They will
capture this city and burn it.They
will take you captive, and you will
not escape. Your eyes will look
upon the face of the king of
Babylon. Yet you will not die by
the sword, but will die in peace.”

Zedekiah’s advisors accused
Jeremiah of being a traitor.They
arrested him, beat him, and threw
him into a dungeon. But even
from his prison, the prophet con-
tinued to do God’s work.

Jeremiah’s prophesies once
again came to pass just as he had
given them.The Babylonians re-
turned and continued their siege
of the city. Again the king of
Judah called for Jeremiah, hoping
the prophet would reassure him.
Jeremiah was brought from his

prison to appear before the king.
“You and this city will be given to the king

of Babylon,” the prophet honestly and coura-
geously told the king.

Zedekiah did not send Jeremiah back to
the dungeon.He ordered him to be kept in
the court of the guardhouse. Jeremiah kept on
warning the people, which made the king’s
advisors unhappy.

“Jeremiah should be put to death,” they
told Zedekiah. “What he says discourages the
soldiers and people. He is not thinking of the
good of the people but their harm.”

The cowardly king replied, “He is in your
hands. I can do nothing to stop you.”The
king’s men wanted Jeremiah dead, but they

Lesson 7
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KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle the letter of the answer.

1. When did Jeremiah’s ministry take place?
a. during the reign of Judah’s last five kings
b. during the reign of Israel’s last kings
c. during the reign of David and Solomon
d. during the reign of Judah’s king Jehoshaphat

2. How did the sufferings of Jeremiah affect his ministry?
a. Jeremiah became bitter and angry toward those who mistreated him.
b. Jeremiah was often discouraged and gave up for a time.
c. Jeremiah struggled to understand exactly what God wanted him to do.
d. Jeremiah continued to serve God in spite of his suffering.

Lesson 7

did not want to kill him themselves. They
brought Jeremiah to a cistern full of deep, wet
mud and lowered him by rope into it. He
sank into the mire.

Not everyone was against Jeremiah. One of
the king’s servants heard what happened to
the prophet. He went to see the king, who was
sitting at the city gate. “My lord the king,” the
servant said, “your men have
acted wickedly. They have put
Jeremiah into a cistern where he
will die!” The king allowed this
servant to rescue Jeremiah and
return him to the guardhouse
court.

Later the king ordered Jeremiah brought to
the temple. “I want the truth from you,” said
the king. “Don’t hide anything from me.”

“If I answer you, you will put me to
death,” Jeremiah replied. The king promised
that he would not let anyone kill him. 

Jeremiah answered the king with the same
warning he’d given so many times before:
“Only by surrendering to the king of Baby-
lon will you spare your life and the city.”

The king admitted that he was afraid of
what the Babylonians might do to him. Like
the Assyrians before them, the Babylonians
were known for their cruelty. A common

practice of these ancient em-
pires was to maim or torture
captive enemy kings before fi-
nally killing them.

“Obey the LORD by doing
what I’ve told you, and it will go
well with you,” Jeremiah said.

“You and your family will be captured, but
your life will be spared. However, the city will
be burned.”

The matter was in the king’s hands. The
siege had lasted for many months. How much
longer could the people of Jerusalem hold out?

According to the Jewish his-
torian, Josephus, the mud in
the cistern was so deep it
came up to Jeremiah’s neck.
The king’s men hoped that
the prophet would suffocate
to death in the sticky mud.
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Complete the sentences.

3. Jeremiah was chosen to be a prophet before he was .

4. Jeremiah God’s chosen people even when they rejected him.

5. Jeremiah over the sins of God’s people.

Complete the paragraphs about Jeremiah’s ministry in Jehoiakim and Zedekiah’s court.

6. Jeremiah warned Jehoiakim that he should turn from his sin and that he could not 

resist the king of Babylon, who was going to attack Judah. Jehoiakim responded by 

(a) to (b) Jeremiah. The prophet went into

hiding but continued to warn the king by (c) his messages. 

Jehoiakim tried to ignore what God was saying through Jeremiah by burning the

(d) .

7. Zedekiah was less hostile toward Jeremiah, but he faced much unrest in his king-

dom and much opposition to his authority. False prophets claimed that Jeremiah’s

messages were (a) , and Zedekiah’s advisors accused Jeremiah

of being a (b) . First they beat the prophet and threw him into a 

(c) . Later they tried to kill him by lowering him into a 

(d) filled with (e) .

TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

8. What particular practice of the Babylonians made King Zedekiah so afraid of them?

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Answer the questions.

9. At which city did the Babylonians defeat the Egyptians? 

10. During which captivity of Judah was Ezekiel taken to Babylon? 1st 2nd 3rd

11. During which captivity of Judah was Daniel taken to Babylon? 1st 2nd 3rd 

Lesson 7
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Lesson 7

Circle the letter of the answer.

12. After a fierce battle on Egypt’s border, Nebuchadnezzar was forced to return to 
Babylon to strengthen his army. How did Jehoiakim understand this action?
a. Nebuchadnezzar was trying to trick Jehoiakim into rebelling against Babylon.
b. Babylon had grown too weak to control Judah.
c. Babylon was planning an immediate attack on Judah.
d. Egypt would soon turn its fury on Judah and attack Jerusalem.

13. When the Judean King Jehoiakim rebelled against Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar 
responded by . . . 
a. marching immediately on Jerusalem and taking Jehoiakim prisoner.
b. first sending soldiers from Syria, Ammon, and Moab to subdue Judah, then 
coming himself.

c. besieging Jerusalem, even though he knew he could not overthrow it.
d. forming an alliance with Egypt against Judah.

Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false.

14. T F Jeremiah told Jehoiakim’s son, Jehoiachin, that he would die while fighting
the armies of Babylon.

15. T F Jehoiakim was Judah’s last godly king.
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KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

� Read 2 Kings 25:1-21 and use it to answer the questions.

1. What did King Zedekiah and the men of war do when the siege of Jerusalem resulted
in famine in the city?

2. What did the Chaldeans do to Zedekiah?

a. They his sons before his eyes.

b. They his eyes. 

c. They him with brass chains.

d. They him to Babylon.

3. What did King Nebuchadnezzar do to the temple of the LORD? 

4. What happened to the vessels and furnishing of the temple? 

The Babylonians, who were also called
Chaldeans, camped around Jerusalem’s walls
for many months. The tunnel Hezekiah had
built when Assyria besieged Jerusalem now
provided water for the people of Jerusalem;
but food supplies ran low, and the people were
threatened with starvation. Zedekiah realized
that Jeremiah’s prophecies had come to pass.
Jerusalem and all Judah would fall to Babylon.

After the Chaldeans’ siege, the beautiful
city of Jerusalem lay in ruins. The temple that
Solomon had built four hundred years earlier
was now a heap of ashes and blackened
stones. By 586 B.C. Judah’s people were in
exile in Babylon. Their kingdom had come to
an end—all because God’s people failed to
obey Him.

Jerusalem in Ruins
Bible Passage – 2 Kings 25:1-21; 2 Chronicles 36:16-21;

Jeremiah 39:1––40:6

8
L E S S O N
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Lesson 8

� What happened to Jeremiah? Read Jeremiah 39:9-14; 40:1-6 and answer the
questions.

5. Who commanded the Babylonian captain not to harm Jeremiah?

6. Nebuchadnezzar’s captain offered to take Jeremiah to Babylon. Among whom did
Jeremiah choose to live? (Jeremiah 40:5-6) 

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the sentences.

7. Jeremiah ministered during the reigns of Judah’s
kings.

8. Jeremiah was chosen to be God’s prophet before .

9. Jeremiah was accused of being a prophet and a
to Judah.

Answer the questions.

10. How did Jeremiah respond to the sins of people? 

11. How did Jeremiah respond to the things he suffered? 

Circle the word that correctly completes the sentence.

12. King Zedekiah, Jehoiakim treated Jeremiah poorly and threatened to kill him.

13. King Zedekiah, Jehoiakimwas less hostile toward Jeremiah but allowed him to be
thrown into a cistern, prisonwhere he was left to die.

14. Zedekiah, Jehoiakim burned a scroll containing God’s words.
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The Babylonians took steps to make sure
that Judah would never again rise to power.
Cities across Judah were reduced to ruins.
The nation’s wealth was carried away to
Babylon. Wealthy, educated, or highly-skilled
Judeans were also taken to Babylon. Only the
poor remained in the land.

Jeremiah, who had been per-
secuted by his own people, re-
ceived Nebuchadnezzar’s
respect. Nebuchadnezzar knew
Jeremiah had advised Zedekiah
to surrender to Babylon. The Chaldean cap-
tain who released him from prison acknowl-
edged that God had caused Judah to fall
because of its sin. Nebuchadnezzar offered
Jeremiah the choice of going along to Baby-
lon or staying in Judah. Jeremiah chose to re-
main in his homeland. There he continued to
serve God and declare His word. God had
honored His promise to protect the prophet.

The king of Babylon appointed a governor
to rule over the new Babylonian province of
Judah. The damage in Jerusalem was so bad
that no one could live there, so the governor
set up his capital in Mizpah, about 7 miles 

(11 km) northwest of Jerusalem. He wished to
restore the spoiled land. He instructed the
people to care for the vineyards and fields
throughout the land.

However, there were some who did not like
the new governor. A group of these rebels

schemed to kill the governor.
As they waited for an opportu-
nity to assassinate the ruler,
they pretended to support him.

One of the governor’s cap-
tains discovered the plot and

warned the governor, who refused to believe
his captain. Two months later, the rebels came
to Mizpah. The governor invited them to eat
with him and his officials. After they had
dined, the rebels rose up and killed the gover-
nor and all the Jews and Babylonians who
were with him.

When news of the murders spread, the
people of Judah grew fearful of what Neb-
uchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, would do.
They were certain he would come and kill
them all or take them away to Babylon. They
thought their only hope was to escape to
Egypt. So they sought advice from Jeremiah.

Vocabulary Word
brick kiln: (brik′ kiln′) furnace used to heat and harden bricks

Unlike the Assyrians, the Baby-
lonians did not replace captives
with foreigners. This was good
for those left in the land as they
were not as likely to marry peo-
ple who worshiped false gods.

After Jerusalem’s Fall
Bible Passage – 2 Kings 25:22-26; Jeremiah 40—44

9
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Read Jeremiah 42:1-17 and 43:1-13
Jeremiah’s words did come to pass. Some

years later, Nebuchadnezzar returned to the
region. He laid siege to Tyre for thirteen

years. He took more captives from Judah and
conquered Syria, Moab, and Ammon. In 568
B.C., he invaded and subdued Egypt.

Lesson 9

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Complete the exercises.

1. Circle the letter of the reason Nebuchadnezzar respected the prophet Jeremiah.
a. Nebuchadnezzar loved God and His prophets.
b. Jeremiah praised Nebuchadnezzar for being a great warrior.
c. Jeremiah had advised King Zedekiah of Judah to surrender to Babylon.
d. Nebuchadnezzar did not know that Jeremiah was a Judean prophet.

2. Why did the governor set up his capital in Mizpah rather than Jerusalem?

3. The people of Judah wanted to escape to from King
because they thought he would

them for the
of Judah.

� Use Jeremiah 42 and 43 to answer the questions.

4. When the captains and the people came to ask Jeremiah for advice, what did they
promise Jeremiah they would do? (Jeremiah 42:5 and 6)

a. They would God’s voice, whether His words pronounced 
or toward them.

b. Did they keep their word?  Yes  No

5. What did Jeremiah say would happen to the people if they fled to Egypt? (42:16)

a. The would overtake them. 

b. The would follow them.

c. They would in Egypt.

6. How did the captains, Azariah and Johanan, answer Jeremiah? (43:2)

“Thou : The LORD our God hath
thee to say, Go not into Egypt.”
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Lesson 9 

� Jeremiah was taken against his will to Egypt ( Jeremiah 43:5, 6). While there, he 
received another message from God. 

� Use Jeremiah 43:9-10 to complete the sentence.

7. God told Jeremiah to hide great stones in a in front of
. This symbolized that the king of

would invade Egypt and spread his there.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Answer the questions.

8. Who tried to flee from Jerusalem when Nebuchadnezzar’s siege resulted in a famine?

a.

b.

9. Who destroyed Solomon’s temple? 

10. What did the Babylonians take back to Babylon from the temple?

11. What did the Babylonians do to Zedekiah?
a. They killed his as he was forced to watch.
b. They gouged out his . 
c. They bound him with .
d. They took him away to .

Circle T if the statement is true and F if it is false.

12. T F Nebuchadnezzar treated Jeremiah cruelly.

13. T F After the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, Jeremiah wanted to live in 
Babylon.


