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Jews lived in various places throughout the
Persian Empire.Many lived in Shushan (shü′
shan), the capital. After Darius died, his son
Ahasuerus (ə has′ yü er′ əs) took the throne.
This king was not as wise as his father had
been. Instead, Ahasuerus was impulsive and
easily angered. King Ahasuerus had a beauti-
ful wife named Vashti (vash′ tī), but he also
took many other wives, as was the custom of
kings in those days.
The events in the Bible book of Esther

took place during the reign of Ahasuerus—
between 486 and 471 B.C.

Read Esther 1:1-19.

After Vashti was removed from being
queen, Ahasuerus proceeded to look for a new
queen. He sent his servants to every province
of his empire, ordering them to gather the
most beautiful women they saw and bring
them to Shushan, to the king’s palace. He
would choose his queen from among these
women.
At this time there was a Jewish man

named Mordecai (mȯr′ də kī), living in
Shushan.He was bringing up his younger

cousin, Esther, whose parents had died when
she was a girl.Mordecai treated Esther as his
own daughter.
Esther was a very beautiful young woman.

When the king’s servants saw her, they com-
manded Esther to come with them to the
palace. Esther had no choice but to obey the
king’s men. So she went with them.
When the man who was in charge of the

women in the palace saw Esther, he was
pleased with her. He gave her maids to help
her prepare to go before the king when he
chose the woman who would be his new
queen.
Meanwhile Mordecai was very concerned

about Esther’s welfare. He had told her not to
tell anyone that she was Jewish. Every day
Mordecai paced back and forth in front of the
palace, hoping to hear news of Esther.
Finally the time came for the women to

meet the king. He would choose one of
them to be his new queen. Although King
Ahasuerus met many lovely women, Esther
was the one who pleased him most. He
chose the Jewish maiden over all the other
women to be his queen.

ANew Persian Queen
Bible Passage – Esther 1:1—2:18
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TTHHEE LLAAYY OOFF TTHHEE LLAANNDD
Compare the statement in Esther 1:1 with the map and complete the exercises.

1. Which country lay on the easternmost border of the Persian Empire? 

2. Which country lay on the southernmost border of the empire? 

3. Underline the capital—called “the palace” in Esther 1:2. Write its name: 

KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle the letter of the answer.

� 4. Why was Vashti removed from being queen? 
a. She held her own feast, which was better than the king’s feast.
b. She grew old and unattractive so that the king no longer admired her.
c. She had plotted with some servants to take the king’s life.
d. She refused to appear before the drunken king and his princes.

Answer the questions.

5. Whom did the king choose to be his new queen? 

Lesson 6
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6. Between which years was Esther made queen? 

7. Which of Mordecai’s actions show that he was worried about what might 
happen to Esther? 

a.

b.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Circle the correct word to complete the sentence.

8. Ezra, Daniel led the second group of exiles back to Jerusalem. 

9. It had been eighty, forty, five years since the first group of Jewish people had 
returned to Israel from exile.

Circle the letter of the answer.

10. What was Ezra’s purpose in going to Israel? 
a. to teach the people God’s laws
b. to lead them in rebuilding the temple
c. to act as governor of Israel
d. to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem

11. In what condition did Ezra find the city of Jerusalem? 
a. The city had been completely rebuilt and was prospering.
b. The walls had been rebuilt but the houses were still in ruins.
c. The walls had been rebuilt but the temple was not built.
d. The walls had not been rebuilt and much of the city was still in ruins.

Answer the questions.

12. a. Whom did King Artaxerxes command to give money to provide sacrifices for the 
temple? 

b. What did he command these people not to do? 

13. What did Ezra ask God to do for his group before they set out on their journey? 

14. When Ezra arrived in Israel, who was not obeying God there?

15. What is a synagogue? 
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Esther did not reveal to anyone that she
was Jewish. She obeyed Mordecai as though
he had been her father. Ahasuerus gave his
new queen Esther many servants and luxur-
tous living quarters in his palace. Esther
found favor with all who knew her.
Mordecai continued to come to the palace

to receive reports about Esther’s welfare, for
he loved her as a daughter. One day, while
Mordecai was waiting at the king’s gate, he
overhead two men talking. These men were
servants of the king. The men were speaking
angrily, and Mordecai overheard them plot-
ting to kill the king!
Mordecai immediately alerted Esther that

the king was in danger. The new queen, in
turn, went to the king and reported to him all

that Mordecai had told her. The king ordered
an investigation. The men were found guilty,
and the king had them put to death! The king
did not give Mordecai a reward for uncover-
ing the plot, but he did order that the inci-
dent be recorded in the kings’ chronicle
—including the fact that it was Mordecai
who had saved the king’s life.
However, Mordecai was soon to encounter

serious trouble. When the king promoted one
of his princes and commanded everyone to
bow down to him, Mordecai refused. He was
a man of high principles and would not bow
to another person. This refusal would prove to
be a problem for Mordecai.

Read Esther 3:1—4:17 and use the verses
to answer the questions.

Vocabulary Word
perplexed: (pər plekst′) confused, puzzled

Intrigue in the King’s Court
Bible Passage –Esther 2:19—4:17
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TTHHOOSSEE CCUURRIIOOUUSS CCUUSSTTOOMMSS

Answer the questions.

1. What did Haman convince Ahasuerus to do? 

2. a. What did Mordecai do to his clothes when he heard about the order Haman had
convinced the king to sign? 

b. This action showed that Mordecai was . 
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KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Complete the exercises.

3. How did the people of the city of Shushan feel about the king’s order? (3:15)

4. Circle the letter of the Persian law that made Esther hesitant to go before King 
Ahasuerus. (4:11)
a. a law that said a woman could not go into the king’s presence
b. a law that said no one could go into the king’s presence uninvited
c. a law that said the queen could not be Jewish
d. a law that said Vashti would once again become queen

5. a. What would the king do to show Esther that he was willing to speak to her?

b. What would happen to Esther if he did not do this?

KKNNOOWW GGOODD

Complete the exercises.

6. When Esther agreed to go to see the king, what did she ask the Jews to do? 

7. Who told Mordecai, “If I perish, I perish”? 

8. Circle the letter of the reason Haman hated Mordecai.
a. Mordecai was disrespectful to Haman.
b. Mordecai would not bow before Haman. 
c. Mordecai did not like Haman.
d. The king honored Mordecai over Haman.

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the exercises.

9. Esther replaced Vashti as queen of Persia during the time between and
B. C.

10. What did Ahasuerus do to Vashti because she refused to appear before the king and
his princes at the king’s feast? 
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Esther and the Jewish people fasted for
three days. Then the day came for Esther to
approach the king. She had not seen the king
in a month. If he did not hold out his scepter,
permitting her to come into his presence, Es-
ther would be put to death! Esther knew that

the life of every Jew in the empire depended
on her, so she summoned her courage, dressed
in her royal garments, and walked to the
room where the king sat on his throne.

Read Esther 5:1—7:10.

Honored Above Others
Bible Passage –Esther 5:1—7:10
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KKNNOOWW YYOOUURR BBIIBBLLEE

Circle the letter of the answer.

1. In chapter 5, why did Haman feel especially happy? Circle all that are true.
a. He had grown very rich.
b. He had been promoted over the other princes.
c. Mordecai had honored him.
d. Esther had invited only him and the king to a banquet.

2. What ruined Haman’s happiness? 
a. Esther the queen was a Jew.
b. The king preferred other men to Haman.
c. Haman had no children.
d. Mordecai still would not bow to him.

3. How was the king reminded of the service Mordecai had done for him?
a. Esther reminded the king that Mordecai had once saved his life.
b. He saw Mordecai at the gate and suddenly remembered.
c. When he couldn’t sleep, the king had the records of his reign read to him.
d. Mordecai sent the king messages through a servant.

Answer the questions.

4. What did Haman’s wife recommend he do to Mordecai? 
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5. Why did Haman recommend such royal treatment for “the man whom the king 
delighteth to honor”? 

6. How was the king’s wrath pacified in chapter 7? 

� Psalm 37:12-15 gives an apt description of how God reponds to those who plot against
the righteous.

� Read the verses and answer the question.

7. Verses 14 and 15 say that the wicked draws his sword against the poor but ends up
having his own heart pierced by it. How did Haman’s experience resemble this?

LLOOOOKKIINNGG BBAACCKK

Complete the exercises.

8. Esther told Mordecai, “If I , I .”

9. Circle the letter of the reason Esther asked the Jewish people to fast. 
a. She was going uninvited before the king to plead for the Jews.
b. Their prayers would change the mind of Haman.
c. To deliver Mordecai from being hung on the gallows.
d. So that God would not let the king sleep.

10. What did Mordecai show by tearing his clothes and putting on sackcloth? 

11. Circle the letter of the reason Mordecai tore his clothes.
a. Esther was taken away from him and forced to become the new queen.
b. Haman had convinced King Ahasuerus to pass a law calling for the Jews in 

Persia to be killed.
c. Haman built a gallows and was planning to hang Mordecai on it.
d. The king had ordered that all Jewish people must leave the empire.
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12. Circle the letter of what Mordecai refused to do.
a. bow down to another person
b. live in any land other than Israel
c. speak to a pagan king like Ahasuerus
d. eat any Persian or Median food

13. What did King Ahasuerus communicate to Esther by holding out his scepter to her? 

14. Circle the letter of what he would have communicated by not holding out the scepter.
a. He did not love her.
b. She could see him.
c. He was busy.
d. She should die.

15. When the people in Shushan heard that the king had made a law that the Jews
should be destroyed, they were perplexed, happy.


