
11

It is obvious from the Scriptural record of the
early life of Jesus that God speaks to people
through various means. In your reading you have
seen that several angels appeared in the beginning
of Jesus’ life. Today’s Bible reading speaks of an-
other angelic appearance. In this appearance, an
angel told Joseph that Herod had died and that
he, Mary, and the Child could now return to Is-
rael. Once Joseph and Mary had returned to Is-
rael, God warned Joseph in a dream not to return
to Bethlehem. 

So Joseph and Mary returned instead to their
home in Nazareth, a small town in Galilee.
Nazareth sits at the foot of a hill near a road that

connects Syria and Egypt. Luke 4:16 tells us that
Jesus grew up in this village. Most kings are born
in palaces and raised in splendid surroundings.
However, Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, grew up in an out-of-the-way hamlet, in a
common home—just as the prophets had foretold. 

The Bible relates only one story about the
youth of Jesus. Luke 2 tells us that Jesus jour-
neyed with His parents to Jerusalem when He
was twelve years old. There the family celebrated
the Passover. However, as Mary and Joseph were
traveling back to Nazareth, they realized that
Jesus was not in the crowd of travelers. They had
left Him behind in Jerusalem! 

Read Your Bible – Matthew 2:19-23 and Luke 2:39-52
Put your initials on the line when you have finished reading the passages.

Bible Vocabulary
wax: to grow

Answer the questions.

1. When was it safe for Jesus’ family to leave Egypt? 

2. What did the men in the temple think of Jesus? 
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Vocabulary Words
rabbi (ra′ bī): teacher of the Jewish law

stature (sta′ chər): physical height

ANALYZE THE READING

The Boy JesusLesson 
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Returning to Jerusalem, they found Jesus in
the temple, sitting among the rabbis, asking and
answering questions. Students often sat at their
teachers’ feet to learn. However, the scene with
Jesus among the rabbis was different. The teach-
ers marveled at His exceptional wisdom. They
were astonished at His vast knowledge. 

To us, it might seem that Jesus was disrespect-
ful to His parents. They had gone a full day’s
journey toward home and were forced to go all
the way back to Jerusalem to find Him. Joseph
and Mary naturally felt upset. Jesus explained
to Mary that He had an important task to do—
carrying on the work of His heavenly Father. He
was responsible both to His earthly father and to
His heavenly Father. He was honoring God and

Bar Mitzvah

meant no disrespect toward His earthly parents.
Jesus’ words to His mother exemplified humility
and submission. Although Mary did not under-
stand exactly what Jesus meant, she remembered
His words.

After this incident in the temple, Jesus obedi-
ently returned with His parents to the obscurity
of Nazareth. Mark 6:3 says that He learned His
father’s trade. He became a carpenter and grew to
maturity, increasing in wisdom and stature and
finding favor with God and men.
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Although not included as part of the Old
Testament Jewish law, the Jews recognized
boys as men after their twelfth birthday. A
Jewish boy was known as a “son of the
covenant” from his circumcision on the eighth
day after his birth. This showed that he was
following God’s laws as He had given them to
Abraham and Moses. At age twelve, Jewish
boys became “sons of the commandment.”
Often there was a special ceremony at this
birthday. Today the ceremony is called a bar
mitzvah. At this point, boys were expected to
begin fasting at certain times and celebrating
the three main Jewish feasts: the Feast of
Passover; the Feast of Weeks, known as Pente-
cost; and the Feast of Tabernacles. Usually,
these sons of the commandment would make
their first trip to Jerusalem to celebrate the
Passover at age twelve. Also, they typically
began receiving special training for the job
they would do in their adult years.
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Answer the questions. 

 3. Read Matthew 2:22, 23.

A. Joseph was afraid to go to Judea. Why did he go to Nazareth of Galilee?

B. What prophecy did settling in Nazareth fulfill? 

4. How old was Jesus when He went to Jerusalem with His parents? 

5. Why did they go to Jerusalem? 

6. Where did Joseph and Mary find Jesus and what was He doing? 

7. What did Jesus tell His mother was His important task? 

8. Jesus returned to Nazareth with his earthly parents. What does this show about His relationship with

them? 

CONCORDANCE PRACTICE

Answer the questions using the dictionary excerpt.

9. How many Jewish kings had the name Herod? 

10. Is there any other English form of the name? 

BIBLE MEMORY

Complete the verse.

11. “For us a is , unto a is

given: and the shall be his : and his

shall be called , , The

, The , The

of .” Isaiah : 

Dictionary Excerpt

�, Hērōdēs, hay-ro’-dace; comp. of  hērōs (a “hero”) and 1491;
heroic; Herodes, the name of four Jewish kings: —Herod
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THINK IT THROUGH

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” Luke 2:52

This verse lists four aspects of life in which every young person can grow:

wisdom = intellectual

stature = physical

favor with God = spiritual

favor with man = social

Complete the exercise.

12. How can you increase as Jesus did in . . .

A. wisdom 

B. stature 

C. favor with God 

D. favor with man 

REVIEW

Answer the questions.

13. Why did the wise men come to Jerusalem?

14. How did the wise men know in which house to find Jesus?

15. Which of the wise men’s gifts was used in preparing bodies for burial? 

16. What instruction did Joseph receive in a dream after the wise men left?

17. Because Herod was afraid Jesus would someday overthrow him, what did he do?
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Vocabulary Words
extortion (ik stȯr′ shən): the practice of taking possessions from someone by force or

by threatening

repentance (ri pen′ təns): act of turning away from sin; sorrow for sin

ritual (rich′ wəl): a regular formal act done as a symbol of a greater truth

Several years passed between Luke 2 and 3.
In Chapter 3, Luke identifies the rulers in power
at the time John the Baptist began his public
ministry. This took place about eighteen years
after Jesus spoke with the teachers in the temple.
Tiberius Caesar was emperor of the Roman
Empire. Herod Antipas, the son of the King

Herod who had killed the babies in Bethlehem,
ruled over Galilee. A man named Pontius Pilate
was the Roman governor over Judea. While
these men were in power, God called John to
begin preaching.

John the Baptist lived a simple life in the
deserts, wearing clothes of camel’s hair and eating

ANALYZE THE READING

A Voice Crying in the 
WildernessLesson 
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Read Your Bible – Luke 3:1-18
Put your initials on the line when you have finished reading the passage.

Bible Vocabulary
Esaias (i zā′ yəs): the prophet Isaiah

tetrarch (te′ trärk): one who rules over part of a country

Answer the questions.

1. Luke carefully describes the historical setting at the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry.

A. Which Caesar was reigning? 

B. Who was governor of Judea? 

C. Who was tetrarch of Galilee? 

D. Who were the high priests? 

2. Who did the people think John might be? 
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mostly locusts and wild honey. His lifestyle must
have appeared rather strange to those who came
to hear him preach. His ministry fulfilled a
prophecy in Isaiah 40, “the voice of him that cri-
eth [proclaims] in the wilderness.” 

This prophecy in Isaiah gives John’s call to the
people that they should prepare the way for the
Messiah. John would make His path ready, re-
moving hindrances to His coming. John’s preach-
ing prepared the Jewish people to think of the
Messiah and watch more eagerly for His coming.
Devout Jews believed that Elijah of the Old Tes-
tament would return to prepare for the coming
of the Messiah. Many wondered if John was Eli-
jah. The Scripture tells us that in the spirit and
power of Elijah he was the messenger of the

Messiah. In fact, Jesus told His disciples John
was the promised Elijah.

John’s main message was a call to repent. He
told people to mourn for their sins and stop doing
them. True repentance, John said, would bring a
change in behavior. John also said that true repen-
tance would bring remission, or God’s forgiveness,
for sin. Many Jews at this time trusted in good
works to get them to Heaven. John taught them
that God required them to abandon sin. 

John also baptized many people. John’s baptism
was not like any ritual of ceremonial washing that
had been practiced before. Nor was it like the bap-
tism a Gentile received when he desired to become
a Jew. John called upon all people to be baptized as
a sign of complete repentance from sin.
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John delivered his message to all kinds of peo-
ple. Luke mentions the publicans and soldiers
whom John addressed and says that “all flesh”
would see God’s salvation. John called soldiers
and tax collectors to turn away from their former
way of life. The publicans cheated people when
they collected taxes and soldiers took money from
people by extortion. John told the tax collectors
to collect only what was owed. He told the sol-
diers not to steal from people, or accuse them un-
fairly, but to be content with their wages. 

John also singled out the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, calling them “vipers.” The Pharisees and
Sadducees trusted in the fact that they were the
descendants of Abraham. John bluntly told them
that they must also repent. Neither group could
be saved simply because they were the sons of

Abraham. In fact, John said, God could make
sons of Abraham out of rocks! Thus, no matter
the position of John’s listeners, he delivered to
them the same message—turn from your sins and
serve God.

John the Baptist could have thought very
highly of himself. After all, God had chosen him
to prepare the way for the Messiah. Some of the
people even thought John was the Christ! Yet he
showed great humility by declaring the ministry
of Jesus superior to his own. John said that he
baptized people with water, but when Jesus came
He would baptize people with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. John said that he was not even wor-
thy to untie Jesus’ sandals, a job usually reserved
for the lowest of servants. John knew that his job
was to point others to Jesus, the Messiah.

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Answer the questions.

 3. According to Isaiah 40:3, what was the voice in the wilderness crying?

4. How did John the Baptist’s preaching prepare the people to receive the Messiah?

5. What was the main message John preached? 

6. What are two things John said true repentance would bring?

A.

B.

7. What did John say he was not worthy to do for Jesus?
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Circle the letters of the correct answers.

8. John told the Pharisees and Sadducees not to trust in the fact that they were sons of Abraham
because and .

A. being sons of Abraham could not save them.

B. they were too wicked to be considered sons of Abraham.

C. God could change them into rocks if they did not repent.

D. like everyone else, they needed to turn from their sins and serve God.

Complete the sentence.

9. John the Baptist said that he baptized with , but the Messiah would baptize

with the and with .

BIBLE MEMORY

Say the memory verse to yourself twice. Then write it, including its reference.

10.

THINK IT THROUGH

Complete the exercises.

11. How did John’s preaching show he was not afraid to speak the truth?

12. Describe a situation when you should not be afraid to speak the truth.
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REVIEW

Write the letter of the answer in the blank.

13. Jesus was when He went to Jerusalem for 
Passover.

14. A prophecy from Hosea 11:1 said that .

15. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus could return from Egypt 

when .

16. God warned Joseph in a dream not to go to Judea 

so they settled in .

Complete the sentences. 

17. When His parents found Him in the temple, Jesus was talking with the . 

18. Even as a boy, Jesus’ most important task was to do His work. 

19. Because of Jesus’ submission to His parents, He returned to with them.

A. eight days old

B. Nazareth

C. twelve years old

D. Bethlehem

E. Judah

F. Herod had died

G. God’s Son would 
be called from Egypt


