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week 1
WHO IS MAN?

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him;  

male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27).

Day 1: God Made Man
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7, 15-17

Genesis 1:26. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God  
created he him; male and female created he them.
28. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
29. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree in the which is 
the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.
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30. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and 
to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I 
have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.
31. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.
2:7. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul. 
2:15. And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the gar-
den of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
16. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
17. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Human Answers

Many people have attempted to answer the question “Who is 
man?” Man is naturally curious about himself. People want to know 
how and when the human race began. Man likes to study himself and 
discover how he is made and what he can do, why he acts and lives the 
way he does.

Able men and women have applied themselves to the study of hu-
man beings. Specialists give varying explanations as to what man is. 
The chemist, with his test tubes and scales, studies a human being and 
says he is so many pounds of water, lime, potassium, sodium, oxygen, 
nitrogen, and other elements. The value of the chemical elements in a 
grown man is only a few dollars. But is that all there is to a man?

The anatomist may study the same man and find the structure and 
functions of his body and organs similar to those of lower animals. He 
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may decide man is the highest member of the animal kingdom and let 
it go at that. The psychologist studies the same man and finds he has a 
mind. Unlike animals, he can think and reason. He feels, expresses his 
thoughts and feelings in language, and cooperates with others. If this 
psychologist believes in God, he may agree that man is also an immor-
tal soul. If he is an unbeliever, he will likely think man’s mental and 
emotional powers originate in his brain cells, and decide that man is, 
after all, no more than an intelligent animal.

These materialistic explanations are not enough. They do not satisfy 
reason, nor do they correspond to our experience of life. We turn 
therefore to what God says man is. Only in the Scriptures do we find a 
reliable account of man’s beginning and nature.

Thinking Through the Scripture

After God made living creatures to inhabit the water, the atmo-
sphere, and the dry land, He saw that creation was not complete. The 
material world and the brute creation could not fully express His will 
and purpose. These parts of creation were only preparatory to His 
crowning act: the creation of intelligent beings.

On Day 6 God said, “Let us make man.” God appears to have had 
a twofold purpose in creating a thinking, intelligent being. First, man 
was to be similar to Himself, made in the image and likeness of the 
Creator. God desired someone who could communicate with Him, 
enter into fellowship with Him, and render Him thanksgiving and 
worship—someone He could love and care for.

A second purpose in making man was for him to have dominion 
over the earth and the animal creation. Man is not the largest of God’s 
creatures, but because he has a mind, he controls the resources of the 
earth, including the brute creation.
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God Formed Man. The last verses of Genesis 1 tell of man’s cre-
ation in relation to the total creation process. Chapter 2 gives more  
details of his creation. Here we learn that man has two parts. His 
body is made of elements taken from the soil, from “the dust of the 
ground.” The elements of man’s body are the same as those found in 
soil, and he draws his bodily nourishment from the soil.

However, man is much more than that, for God “breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life.” Man has something that forever distin-
guishes him as “a living soul,” from other created beings—something 
that makes him akin to the Creator. It is this part of his being that 
makes him to be in the image and the likeness of God. People are like 
God in that they have the power of reason, they have the power of 
choice, they are capable of developing moral character, and they are 
immortal souls.

After God formed Adam, He provided for his comfort and hap-
piness. He placed him in a lovely garden he was to tend and care for. 
Since choosing between right and wrong is necessary for developing 
moral character, God placed within Adam’s reach a tree of forbidden 
fruit, by which he might exercise his power of choosing God’s will for 
himself and so attain full moral maturity.

Not a Product of Evolution. Because man’s body resembles ani-
mals’ bodies in some ways, some scientists have theorized that man 
evolved from animals and is either son or cousin of the apes. However, 
science has found no evidence of a species developing from a lower 
species. Likewise there is no evidence that man has an animal ancestry. 
Plants and animals simply do not develop into plants and animals of 
more complex types. The natural tendency is in the other direction, 
that is, to degenerate.
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The Heart of the Matter

The human race began with Adam, whom God created in His 
own image and likeness. Man is the crowning object of God’s creative 
program. He is a twofold being: he has a body; and he has a spirit that 
makes him a living soul—intelligent, reasoning, willing, feeling, and 
immortal. He is by nature religious, athirst for fellowship with God; 
social; and dependent upon others. He is immortal, destined to live 
forever. He is responsible for what he does, and will finally give ac-
count to God for his life.

Related Ideas

In the Likeness of God. “We would not venture so far as to say 
man’s body is formed in the divine image, yet we say his body so corre-
sponds with the Being of God that nothing unnatural or incongruous 
happened when God assumed a human body in Jesus. He then bore 
that body, glorified, to the right hand of God. However, it was specifi-
cally the mind and spirit of man God created in His image. The hu-
man mind has three great functioning powers: intellect, emotion, and 
will. It knows, it feels, it determines, and moves itself. Here man is like 
God, who knows, feels, and wills. As God is holy, so man was created 
holy. This great attribute of man as he came from the creative hand of 
God might be called the moral and spiritual image” (L. S. Keyser).

Man Made to Look Up. Man is the only creature that walks 
erect and holds his body upright. The Greek word for human being 
is anthropos, which means “the one with the face up.” He is the only 
creature that looks up naturally and without effort. His posture seems 
to symbolize that in man is something divine, directing his eyes to 
things above. The animals’ faces are naturally close to the earth. They 
have little interest in things above them. Man degrades himself to the 


