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Over the past few years I have been noticing all the 
people in the Bible who were not raised by their biological 
parents. This book considers the stories of people whom God 
put into foster or adoptive homes in order to accomplish His 
purposes.

Are you a foster or adopted child? If so, you know this 
makes you unique. Being raised in a family you were not born 
to has both positive and negative points. Many children who 
are raised in their biological families daydream about being 
an orphan or being an adopted child. Many adolescents or 
teenagers wish they could be part of a family other than their 
own. At the same time, many foster and adopted children 
dream about what it would be like to be raised in their bio-
logical families.

Foster and adopted children face many challenges. They 
also have unique opportunities and blessings. They may face 
a crisis of identity, especially in the teen years. Some are also 
confronted with choices between communities and identities 
that many children raised in their biological families do not have.

I believe that God is sovereign and that He directs the 
affairs of our lives in order to accomplish His purposes. It 
seems that God does not hesitate to move children out of 
their biological families and into foster or adoptive families 
when that fulfills His purposes. 

This book shows how God used foster care and adoptive 
families to produce some of the most remarkable and out-
standing people of the Bible.

I don’t want to give it all away, but did you know? Even 
Jesus Himself had a foster father!

— Merle Burkholder

Introduction
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Chapter 1

Moses — 
God’s Sovereign Foundations

Murray Sinclair is an aboriginal judge in the Canadian 
province of Manitoba. He said that in order to be balanced, 
every person must be able to answer three questions:

Who am I?
Why am I here?

Where am I going?

The first question—Who am I?—deals with the past. How 
did you get to be the person you are today? What events 
in the past led to your being born and existing as you do  
today?

No person is born by accident. No person exists without a 
purpose for his or her life. Every person has an eternal des-
tiny. You have some control over the present and the future, 
but many things that have affected your life in the past, you 
have had no control over. Someone else chose them for you. 
Your parents made choices that affected your life both posi-
tively and negatively.

God directed the events of your life when you were too 
young to make your own choices. God chose the biological 
family into which you were born. God chose the millennium, 
the century, the decade, and even the year and day of your 
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birth. He chose your nationality, your race, and your physical 
characteristics. Psalm 139 says that God formed you when in 
your mother’s womb. There was nothing about your birth or 
early life that God did not know. He chose those things for 
you.

The Old Testament records the life story of Moses. Moses 
was an adopted child. He was born into the Jewish family 
of Amram and Jochebed. It was a very difficult time for the 
Jewish people. They were slaves in Egypt. They were increas-
ing in numbers. Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, became afraid of 
the Jews and ordered that all the Jewish baby boys should be 
thrown into the Nile River.

His mother Jochebed hid Moses for three months, then 
she put her baby son into the Nile River. However, she  
made a small basket for him to float in, somehow hoping 
to save his life. On the day she placed Moses in the river, 
Pharoah’s daughter came to the river to bathe. She saw the 
basket, had her servants fetch it, and opened it. When she 
saw Moses, she had compassion on him and adopted him as 
her son.

Miriam, Moses’ sister, was watching. She offered to get 
a Jewish woman to nurse the baby for Pharaoh’s daughter. 
Jochebed then had the unique job of caring for her own son, 
who had now been adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter! For sev-
eral years Moses’ biological family raised him. We don’t know 
exactly how many years he spent with his own family, but we 
do know that by school age he was living in Pharaoh’s palace.

Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s palace. The Book of Acts 
tells us that “Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians” (Acts 7:22). We can assume that by living in the 
palace, Moses learned to know Pharaoh, his sons, and all the 
important leaders of the Egyptian government. 
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When Moses became an adult he was free to choose which 
identity he would take as his own—his Jewish biological 
family roots, or his Egyptian adoptive family roots. The Bible 
tells us what he decided: “By faith Moses, when he was come 
to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: 
for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward” 
(Hebrews 11:24-26).

Moses began to defend his Jewish people against the cru-
elty of the Egyptian slave masters. One day in his passion for 
justice he killed an Egyptian slave master. When it became 
known, Moses fled the country, met Jethro the Midianite, 
married Jethro’s daughter Zipporah, and became a sheep 
herder in the desert. He spent forty years living in the desert. 
He and Zipporah had children. This was the third language 
and culture that Moses experienced in his life.

One day while Moses was tending sheep in the desert, God 
appeared to him in a burning bush. The bush was on fire, but 
was not being burned up, so Moses went to see what was 
happening. From that bush God called Moses to go back to 
Egypt to lead the Jewish people out of Egypt.

When God called Moses to go back to Egypt and deliver 
the Jewish people out of slavery, Moses was not eager to go. 
He asked God, “Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and 
that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 
(Exodus 3:11). 

Moses, like many adopted and foster children, may have 
struggled with his identity. He had been born into a Jewish 
family, raised in an Egyptian royal family, and married into a 
Midianite family. Now God wanted him to go back to Egypt 


