AWESOME
STORMS

Sudden Storms
And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship
was covered with the waves: but he was asleep. Matthew 8:24
Read John 6:16-21

T

he Sea of Galilee is known for sudden storms arising. To paraphrase Matthew 8:24 (the verse above): A vicious storm arose on
the sea without warning, and the waves crashed over their boat; but
Jesus kept sleeping.
There are a number of reasons why the Sea of Galilee, also called
the Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1) and the Sea of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1),
is prone to abrupt and vicious storms. For one thing, it is relatively
shallow with a maximum depth of two hundred feet. The closest of the
Great Lakes to my home is Lake Erie. Lake Erie is much larger than
the Sea of Galilee but is the same depth. It is notorious for its violent
waves stirred up by west winds.
The topography of Galilee also contributes to sudden storms. The
Sea of Galilee has an elevation of 680 feet below sea level. On the east
side are hills about two thousand feet above sea level. In these hills the
air is relatively cool and dry, whereas on the other sides of the sea the
climate is semitropical with warm, moist air. This causes considerable
difference in air pressure, which in turn causes air to move from high
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pressure to low pressure, creating wind. The greater the pressure difference, the stronger the winds. These winds are funneled through the
hills and cause tempests on the sea.
Our lives may face storms without warning—an accident, a job loss,
a fire, a sudden bereavement. One morning at 1:30, my telephone rang.
I listened in disbelief to the choking voice of my friend. “Howard, our
son died in a car accident tonight. The police officer who told us just
left.” The son was seventeen years old. My wife and I spent the rest of
the night with the family. We invited Jesus into our ship of sorrow. I
saw in their lives His calming presence. Although the situation wasn’t
reversed as it was in our daily reading, I saw the power of God even as
the waves of grief swept over the family.
Being confronted by sudden storms doesn’t necessarily mean we
are outside the will of God. We, like the Sea of Galilee, are prone to
storms arising in our lives. Let’s call on the Maker and the Master of
the seas to give us peace. Sometimes He calms the storm; more often
He calms the soul.

Safety in Storms
For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his
distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of
the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. Isaiah 25:4
Read Mark 4:35-41

A

bout two hundred Americans and twenty Canadians are killed
each year by lightning. And even if you are not killed by a
lightning strike, to be struck is not comfortable. When I was
a teen, I was carrying a pail of milk in our dairy barn when lightning
struck. The next thing I knew, I was sitting on the concrete in a puddle
of milk. Though I felt weak and tingly, I suffered no lasting harm.
During one thunderstorm near New York City, three people were
killed in easily preventable deaths. A golfer sought refuge under a tree
(a common mistake that causes one-third of deaths by lightning); a
fisherman was holding a metal casting rod and the lightning leaped
from the rod to his jacket zipper; and a third victim was standing on a
beach within easy walking distance of a house.
What are some thunderstorm precautions that help a person be a
good steward of his body, remembering that his “body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost” (1 Corinthians 6:19)? A car is usually the safest
place. Another safe place is a dry building, especially if it is protected
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