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Ill-Temper
He was angry, and would not go in.  – Luke 15:28. 

Those who have studied paintings must have 
observed unique works where their peculiar beauty 
lies, by a trick of art, in their partial ugliness. One sees 
flowers and birds, knights and ladies; but in the corner 
of the canvas, at their feet, some uncouth and loath-
some form—a toad, a lizard, a slimy snail—to lend, by 
contrast with its repulsiveness, a lovelier beauty to the 
rest. 

Many accounts of the New Testament powerfully 
exhibit this contrast. The twelve disciples—one of 
them is a devil. Jesus upon the cross, pure and regal—on 
either side a thief. And in the fifteenth chapter of Luke, 
a most exquisite painting of a young man touched off 
with the black thundercloud of the elder brother. 

But this contrast, of course, is more than artistic. 
The association of these two characters—the prodigal 
and his brother—has a deep moral significance. 

When we look into sin, not in its theological aspects, 
but in its everyday clothes, we find that it divides itself 
into two kinds. There are sins of the body and sins of 
the disposition. Or more narrowly, sins of the passions, 
including all forms of lust; and sins of the temper. In 
the New Testament, the prodigal is the instance of sins 
of passion; the elder brother, sins of temper. 

One would say, at a first glance, that it was the 
younger brother in this picture who was the thunder-
cloud. It was he who had dimmed all the virtues, and 
covered himself and his home with shame. Possibly the 
estimate is wrong. 

The elder brother, hard-working, patient, dutiful—
let him get full credit for his virtues—comes in from 
his long day’s work in the fields. As he nears the old 
homestead, he hears the noise of mirth and music. 
“Thy brother is come,” the servant says, “and they have 
killed the fatted calf.” His brother! Happy hour! How 
long they mourned for him! But no—there is no joy on 
that face, it is the thundercloud. “Brother, indeed,” he 
mutters. “The scapegrace! Killed the fatted calf, have 
they? I can teach them what I think of their merry-
making!” And he was angry, and would not go in. 

“Oh, the baby!” one inclines to say at first; but it is 
more than this. It is the thundercloud, a thundercloud 
which has been brewing under all his virtues all his 
life. It is the thundercloud. The subtle fluids from a 
dozen sins have come together for once, and now they 
are scorching his soul. Jealousy, anger, pride, cruelty, 
self-righteousness, sulkiness, touchiness, all mixed up 
together into one—Ill-Temper. This is a fair analysis. 
And yet, men laugh over it. “Only temper,” they call it: 
a little hot-headedness, a momentary ruffling of the 
surface, a mere passing cloud. But the passing cloud 
is composed of drops, and the drops here betoken an 
ocean, foul and rancorous, seething somewhere within 
the life—an ocean made up of jealousy, anger, pride, 
cruelty, self-righteousness, sulkiness, touchiness, 
lashed into a raging storm. 

Look at the parable for a moment, and see how the 
elder brother’s wretched pettishness spoiled the happi-
ness of a whole circle. First, it certainly spoiled his own. 
Then look at the effect on the father, or on the guests, 
or even on the servants—that scene cast its miserable 
gloom on the entire company. But there 
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Language Arts 300
Language Arts 300 teaches grammar, spelling, and 
penmanship. Students identify nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and sentence subject and begin diagramming. Language 
mechanics taught include punctuation, capitalization, 
and subject-verb agreement. A creative writing lesson 
is in each LightUnit. Students learn to use contents 
pages, indexes, dictionaries, and encyclopedias.

Revision Notes
Sunrise Second Edition features both content revi-
sions and formatting improvements over the previous 
edition. All materials are revised, so Answer Keys 
and Teacher’s Guides cannot be mixed and matched. 
Use LA Diagnostic Tests to place new students. The 
Teacher’s Guide still includes LightUnit pages with 
answers, teaching tips, alternate tests, and spelling words.

Course Components
	10	LightUnits  301-310	 $34.00
	 1	Teacher’s Guide (includes answers) 	 $12.00

Optional Items
	10	Answer Keys  301-310	 $34.00
		 Extra Practice Sheets  LA 3	 $4.00
	 	Reference Chart  Grades 3 & 4	 $3.00
	 	On Teaching Writing	 $8.95
	 	Basics of Diagramming	 $3.00
	 	I Can Write Cursive	 $5.50

Reading 300
Reading 300 builds good character, solid values, and knowledge 
of other countries and times through Doors to Discovery. The 
LightUnits expand the students’ vocabulary, lay foundational 
study skills, and employ comprehension. New concepts are taught 
thoroughly and reviewed systematically. Available July 2014.

Revision Notes
Sunrise Second Edition features both content revisions and formatting 
improvements over the previous edition. The LightUnits and accompa-
nying materials are revised, so Answer Keys and Teacher’s Guides cannot 
be mixed and matched. The new Teacher’s Guide still contains answers, 
instructions for teaching new concepts, ideas for oral reading activities, 
and questions for discussion. Changes in the Reader were mostly limited 
to Bible verses and glossary items, with the pagination remaining the 
same. It may be mixed and matched with some adaptation required. 
The Worksheets and accompanying materials have not been changed.

Course Components
	 1	Reader  Doors to Discovery	 $10.50

Study by LightUnit method 
	10	LightUnits  301-310	 $28.00
	 1	Teacher’s Guide (includes answers)	 $12.00
	10	Answer Keys  301-310  (opt.)	 $28.00

Study by Worksheets method
	 2	Worksheet Sets  1-10	 $12.90
		 Tests and Quizzes	 $4.00
	 1	Teacher’s Guide  1-10	 $5.00



Now in German! 
Awaiting the Dawn
Dorcas Hoover
“It is because we care about your 
people that we have come to your 
country,” John began quietly . . . .
“You talk to the villagers against 
the guerrillas,” the gunman cut in 
impatiently . . . . Marie froze. The 
realization of what was about to 
take place stabbed her heart.
This is the true account of 
how faith and love triumphed 
over hate and murder when a 
missionary family in Guatemala 
was attacked by midnight terrorists. The final chapters show the 
unexpected ways God brought healing to bleeding hearts. Now with 
a 2010 family update and additional previously unpublished photos.

263022	 $7.95  157 pages, CLP
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Bible 800 
Sunrise Bible 800 continues 
the study of the New 
Testament from where Bible 
700 ended. The first four 
LightUnits cover the events 
in the Book of Acts, and the 
remaining LightUnits contain 
brief overviews of the epistles 
and the Revelation. Each lesson 
directs the student to read a 
given portion of Scripture. 
This Scripture passage is then 
explained in the LightUnit and 
followed by activities that help 
the student interact with what 
they have learned. The course 
also teaches students how to 
use Baker’s Bible Atlas. Bible 
memory work is included.
Available June 2014.

How to Teach the Course
Bible 800 has ten LightUnits with 
16 lessons in each, including two quizzes and a test. This provides for one lesson per 
day for one school year. The Teacher’s Guide is in development, but is not yet available. 

Course Components
	10	LightUnits  801-810	 $34.00
	 2	Answer Keys  801-810	 $6.80
		 Baker’s Bible Atlas	 $29.75

was another who 
felt it with a tenfold keenness—
the prodigal son. We can imagine 
the effect on him. This was home, 
was it? Then, it was a pity he ever 
came. If this was to be his recep-
tion, he had better go. One repul-
sive Christian will drive away a 
score of prodigals. God’s love for 
poor sinners is very wonderful, 
but God’s patience with ill-natured 
saints is a deeper mystery. 

The curtain drops on the story 
of the prodigal, leaving him in, but 
the elder brother out. And why is 
obvious. It is impossible for such 
a man to be in Heaven. He would 
spoil Heaven for all who were there. 

Even now, there are many 
heavens in the world from which 
we might shut ourselves out by 
our own exclusiveness—heavens 
of friendship, of family life, of 
Christian work, of benevolent 
ministrations to the poor and 
ignorant and distressed. Because 
of some personal pique, some 
disapproval of methods, because 
the lines of work or some of the 
workers are not exactly to our 
taste, we play the elder brother, we 
are angry and will not go in. This 
is the naked truth of it, we are 
simply angry and will not go in. 
And this bears, if we could see it, 
its own worst penalty; for there is 
no severer punishment than just to 
be left outside, perhaps, to grow old 
alone, unripe, loveless and unloved. 
We are angry and will not go in. All 
sins mar God’s image, but sins of 
temper mar God’s image and God’s 
work and man’s happiness. 

–Excerpt from Ideal Life,  
by Henry Drummond (1851 – 1897)



Christian Light Publications is a nonprofit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) ministry. Founded in 1969, CLP is dedicated to proclaiming God’s truth 
through a wide range of Christian literature including books, tracts, Sunday school material, school and homeschool curriculum, and 
more. This Newsletter is published bimonthly for friends, supporters, and people interested in CLP’s products and ministry.

CLP Board: �Leon Yoder Chairman (VA), Elmer Glick (WV), Stephen Good (VA), John Hartzler (VA), Amos Kauffman (PA), Allen Martin (PA), 
David Martin (PA), Ira Mast (PA), Eugene Schlabach (VA).

Christian  Light  Publications

toll-free: 1-800-776-0478    e-mail: orders@clp.org    website: www.clp.org

1051 Mt. Clinton Pike 
P.O. Box 1212

Harrisonburg, VA 22803-1212

S H I P P I N G  R AT E S

USA

Up to $45.00 $4.95

$45.01-$200.00 11%

$200.01-$500.00 10%

Over $500.00 8%

RUSH (Minimum $4.95) 24%

CANADIAN

Up to $30.90 $4.95

$30.91-$200.00 16%

$200.01-$500.00 15%

Over $500.00 13%

FOREIGN 23%

See 
inside for

CLP NEWS, 
NEW BOOKS,

and more!

1

PUZZLE

1Leviticus 19:18

THOU
SHALT
NOT
AVENGE,
NOR
BEAR
ANY
GRUDGE

AGAINST
THE
CHILDREN
OF THY
PEOPLE,
BUT
THOU
SHALT

LOVE
THY
NEIGHBOUR
AS THYSELF:
I AM
THE
LORD.
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  R L E H T E D T K A A
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Leviticus 19:34PUZZLE
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BUT
THE
STRANGER
THAT
DWELLETH
WITH
YOU
SHALL BE

UNTO
YOU
AS ONE
BORN
AMONG
YOU,
AND
THOU

SHALT
LOVE
HIM
AS THYSELF;
FOR
YE WERE
STRANGERS 
IN THE

LAND
OF EGYPT:
I AM
THE
LORD
YOUR
GOD.

LOVE 
Word Search 

Puzzles

Are you looking 
for worthwhile ways 
to occupy your chil-
dren?  Do you want to 
brighten the outlook 
of a shut-in or a lonely 
senior citizen? Or perhaps you 
want to fill your own mind with 
thoughts of God.  

You may find the puzzles in this book just what you need. 
These puzzles will draw your mind to God—the source of love. They 
will remind you to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart” and 
to “love thy neighbor as thyself.” In addition to finding the hidden 
words, you may enjoy the challenge of memorizing selected verses.  

334140	 $3.00  108 pages, CLP


