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After nine or ten months of scheduled school 
and heavy workloads in our home, the summer 
is a much needed time of rest. When I say  
rest, I am not implying idleness. Just as God 
created the universe and everything on our 
beautiful planet in six days and then rested 
on the seventh, so we, too, need to have a 
break from our work. Not only do the children  
need a break from regular studies, but Mom and 
Dad do as well.

For our family, summer affords an opportu-
nity to sleep in every now and then; a blessed 
relief (and luxury) from quite often not getting 
a full night’s sleep during the school year. We 
have more time to meditate on God and do some  
self-searching. Summer also offers more oppor-
tunities to spend time with family and friends 
we would not get to see or spend much quality 
time with during the school year. A summer 
break allows each of us time to deepen our 
connection with God, our family and friends, 
even our own selves. We can enjoy our world 
a little more because we have slowed down 
and changed our routine for a while, bringing 
refreshment and joy.

Our society today seems to place a great deal 
of importance on working and production.  
The term workaholic is commonplace and is 
one of the many ways the fabric of family and 
society is being torn apart. Some Christians 
are being pulled into the belief that we must  
be busy, busy, busy if we are to be good 
Christians following God. 

Sure, we need to be diligent in our work, 
chores, learning, and serving; but we are also 
commanded to be still, resting our bodies, minds, 
and spirits. “Be still, and know that [God is] God”  
(Psalm 46:10). Have you ever tried to look at a 
rock on the side of the road while the car is going 
65 miles per hour? Can you study a singular 
rock? Can you even differentiate one rock from 
another? How about when you are walking along 
the side of the road? When we speed through 
life with our busyness, we lose focus because 
the world is a blur. God knows this. That is why 
He has graciously given us time to rest, refresh, 
and reflect. To our family, this is one purpose of 
summer.

I remember going to the beach one evening. The 
boys found “scratches” in the sand and wondered 
how they got there. Smiling, I encouraged them 
to follow some of the tracks to see if they could 
find where they ended. One of them found that 
they led to a snail. We studied one of the snails, 
noting how quickly and efficiently it retracted 
into its shell when we picked it up. We also noted 
many snail shells stuck to the large beach rocks.  
Purely by accident, my children learned a little 
about one of God’s creations and they enjoyed it 
immensely! The best part of that experience for 
me was the joy and wonder on their faces.

By the middle of August, after other similar 
experiences throughout the summer, we all 
are looking forward to the familiar routine of 
school. Our minds and bodies are refreshed and 
ready to tackle another year of book learning.  

A Refreshing Summer Break
by Mae Flowers

An excerpt from Homeschooling Through Every Season



Homeschooling Through Every Season
compiled by Frieda Thiessen 
Homeschooling Through Every Season is a collection 
of articles meant to help families stay strong 
through the changing seasons of life. Over a 
dozen fathers and mothers share inspiration 
and practical pointers covering a wide variety 
of topics. A sequel to Homeschooling with Joy.

241511 $7.95 136 pages, CLP
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The Seven Laws of Teaching
John Milton Gregory
Republished unabridged from the original 1886 edition, The Seven Laws of Teaching 
lays down biblically-rooted laws of the teacher, of the learner, of the language, 
of the lesson, of the teaching progress, of the learning process, and the law of 
review. Well-suited for classical educators, this book takes a systematic approach 
to teaching, encouraging a Biblical integration of knowledge and a deeper (rather 
than broader) understanding of a topic. 154 pages plus index, softcover.

815222 $10.95 154 pages, Merchant Books

Christopher Dock
Pioneer Christian Schoolmaster  
on the Skippack
compiled by John D. Martin
Christopher Dock, a colonial 
schoolmaster and devoted 
Christian, strove to build 
character and to win his pupils’ 
wills so they would want to 
obey. His methods of teaching, 
motivation, and discipline were 
very practical and effective. 
Teachers will find inspiration 
and encouragement in this 
collection of Dock’s writings.

263035 $4.95 61 pages, CLP

Sandi’s Anchor of Hope
Romaine Stauffer
Sandi’s home was not broken, 
it was shattered. Repeatedly. 
Plagued from childhood with 
rejection, abuse, neglect, 
betrayal, and constant upheaval, 
Sandi knew she wanted 
something more out of life. 
This true story does not stop 
with Sandi’s sad childhood and 
confused teen years, but tells 
of the answers she found in 
God. Where sin abounds, grace 
does much more abound!

263600 $9.95 258 pages, CLP
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Math Reference Charts
Attractive and durable laminated charts contain 
a wealth of math information at a glance.

Elementary (Grades 2-6)  This two-sided 
chart contains multiplication tables, symbols, 
terms, abbreviations, definitions, metric 
and U.S. tables of measures, an inch ruler, a 
centimeter ruler, and more. A whole glossary 
of hard-to-remember items at one glance.

Intermediate (Grades 5-8)  This 
two-sided chart follows the Elementary Math 
Reference Chart. It contains a metric chart for 
converting units, tables of measures, equivalent 
decimals and percents for common fractions, 
squares and square roots up to 15, divisibility 
rules, algebra helps, geometry formulas for 
perimeter, area, and volume, and more.

Advanced (Grades 7 & 8)  This four-sided 
chart is for upper elementary and high school stu-
dents. It includes geometry formulas, integer and 
exponent operation rules, examples of prime fac-
torization for finding the GCF and the LCM, order 
of operations for simplifying expressions and solv-
ing equations, definitions of algebra terminology, 
and tips for working with percents and fractions. 
A complete table of trigonometric ratios make 
this a useful resource through high school math.

S73034 Grades 2-6 $3.00
S73054 Grades 5-8 $3.00
S73074 Grades 7 & 8 $3.00

Language Arts Reference Charts
Attractive and durable laminated charts contain a wealth of grammar 
information. All levels include examples of sentence diagramming.

Grades 3 & 4  chart includes parts of speech, punctua-
tion, and a simple friendly letter with parts labeled.

Grades 5 & 6  chart includes parts of speech in more detail, 
a basic outline, and punctuation and capitalization rules.

Grades 7 & 8  chart includes verb tense and voice, verbals, and clauses.

S72034 Grades 3 & 4 $3.00
S72054 Grades 5 & 6 $3.00
S72074 Grades 7 & 8 $3.00

Bible Reference Maps
These durable, laminated, two-sided maps depicting Bible lands 
may be used for Bible classes, for Sunday school, or for personal use 
but are especially designed to support CLE Sunrise Bible. Grade 5 
maps show the Fertile Crescent and Canaan before the Israelites’ 
conquest. Grade 6 maps show the Persian Empire and the land of 
Palestine with the boundaries of the tribes of Israel.  7¾” x 10½”

S71054 Grade 5 Maps $3.00
S71064 Grade 6 Maps $3.00

Reference Charts
Laminated Charts Help Make  

Learning Fast and Fun
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Up to $45.00 $4.95

$45.01-$200.00 11%

$200.01-$500.00 10%

Over $500.00 8%

RUSH (Minimum $4.95) 24%

CANADIAN

Up to $30.90 $4.95

$30.91-$200.00 16%

$200.01-$500.00 15%

Over $500.00 13%

FOREIGN 23%
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and more!

Book and CLE curriculum sample pages are available on our website. Search for a title, then click See a Sample

Wish you could see a sample?

See a SampleSee a Sample
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