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Shake It Off!
Recently, while doing some research on the origins 

of rock music, I encountered a statement that made 
me cringe. It came from a famous lead singer consid-
ered to be a trailblazer in the business and a hero to 
young people. During an interview, he was asked to 
reveal something that he did not like. His answer? 
“Being told what to do.” 

Whether he knew it or not, his music was popular 
because it resonated with one of the primary moti-
vations of mankind—to shed oneself of authority. 
Down through the ages, this drive has affected every 
person from every tribe. From the governor who 
bows before a king to the boy who cleans his father’s 
pickup; humanity is driven by the desire to shed  
the yoke of authority. And people have many ways 
to do it.

Anarchy 
Some want the absence of all authority and abso-

lute freedom of the individual. Their solution is to 
throw off every yoke, which of course, ends in confu-
sion. As one writer put it, “We started off trying to 
set up a small anarchist community, but people 
wouldn't obey the rules.” Though anarchist commu-
nities never have been popular in North America, 
anarchy is a common attitude among individuals.  

Coercion 
After King Solomon died, the leaders of Israel came 

to Rehoboam with an ultimatum, “Thy father made 
our yoke grievous: now therefore make…his heavy 
yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve 
thee.” 1 Kings 12:4. These men came with an appeal, 
but it came with a condition. Though Rehoboam 
made the unwise decision, he was still king. They 

wanted authority, but under their control. Many 
people opt for this approach because it’s less radical, 
but it’s still rebellion.

Position 
Louis XIV once said, “Every time I appoint someone 

to a vacant position, I make a hundred unhappy and 
one ungrateful.” As children become adults, they soon 
realize that society is structured into a pyramid of 
power with the yoke placers on top and yoke bearers 
on the bottom. Knowing that a higher position can 
eliminate yokes, they join the seething mass of selfish 
souls clawing to gain position.

Above this turbulent world stands Jesus. He knows 
that the solution to man’s restless spirit is not shed-
ding every yoke, but shedding the right yoke. With 
keen and tender eyes he searches for the broken 
soul, the weary soul, the soul that craves sweet rest. 
To them he points out the real solution—shed the 
destructive yoke of rebellion and take on His yoke.

Do you ever find yourself stiffening your neck to 
authority? Are you weary of the effort it requires and 
the heartache it brings? Jesus invites people like you. 
He stands ready to release you from the filthy yoke of 
rebellion and fit you with a new yoke, the pure yoke 
of meekness, designed by a humble king.

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.  
(Matthew 11:28-30)
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Crossing the Distance
A Sequel to Returning Home by Loreen Plett

Growing up in a Mennonite village in Russia, Knals Plett under-
stood the importance of a close-knit community. But in spite of 
faith and conviction, he was a man who could sometimes be harsh 
and inconsiderate, a trait that threatened to tear his world apart.  

By the grace of God he led his people across the cold Atlantic 
to settle in a New World, but he didn’t know how to cross 
the dark emotional sea that lay before him now. His son, his 
own flesh and blood, had left their church for another. And 
in this time of crisis, his old obstinate ways were churning 
this divide into a storm. Was he too old to change?

Based on historical accounts, Crossing the Distance is the story of 
great distances, some created by God and others by man.  It offers 
hope that, by God’s grace, we also can cross divides in our lives.

264945 $12.95 480 pages, CLP

Returning Home  
by Loreen Plett
Based on historical accounts, 
Returning Home follows the life of 
Johann Plett, born in Prussia in 
1765, son of a wealthy landowner, 
and heir to a vast estate. His 
harrowing journey leads to 
political intrigue, poverty, and 
devastating loss until, driven to 
despair, he must either reject the 
God of his youth or return to 
Him. His choice would affect his 
family for generations to come.

264475 $9.95 334 pages, CLP

God Gave the Increase  Robert Stauffer
An account of the joys and sorrows faced by the missionaries 
in the Red Lake area of Ontario, Canada. A testimony of 
man doing what he can, but God giving the increase. 

264935 $11.99 238 pages, TGS

High School Bible 
School Curriculum  
Letters to Christians
The ten lessons in this 
course introduce the 
writers and the readers 
of the New Testament 
epistles from 1 Timothy 
to Revelation, provide 
readings and exercises 
from Scripture, and 
show how they apply 
to teenagers today. 
223109 Pupil  $4.30
224109 Teacher  $4.30
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New & Updated Curriculum

Textbook-based High School Electives

Available June 2015.Based on Changing Frontiers. Based on North America is the Lord's.

2015 Edition 2014 Edition Replacing Spanish 1

Find more information in LightLines, our curriculum catalogs, or our website.
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Over $500.00 6%

RUSH (Minimum $4.00) 24%
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It was late Monday afternoon on the Showalter farm. Scott 

and his hired man Amos Stoltzfus were finishing up their farm 

chores. In the house, Phyllis was working in the kitchen when 

Amos banged frantically at the door. 

“Come quick!” he shouted through his gasping breaths. 

“Scott’s in trouble.”

Phyllis dropped the spoon in the pan and bolted out the 

door in her bare feet. Her girls followed close behind. 

Somewhere in the Skies is the moving account of a tragic 

farming accident that shocked the Shenandoah Valley in 2007. 

It is the story of how five souls who loved the Lord went to be 

with Him, and how God provided for the two girls left behind. 

264940 $11.95 144 pages, Hardcover with dust jacket,  CLP

by Becky McGurrin

SOMEWHERE
in the SKIES


