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RECOGNIZE YOUR SIN AS YOUR PROBLEM.
CONFESS IT AND REPENT OF IT.
“Repent . . . and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19).
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved” (Romans 10:9).

TURN TO JESUS. TRUST HIM TO SAVE YOU.
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”
(1 Peter 3:18).
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John
5:12).
“As many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe” (John 1:12).

JOIN OTHERS IN LIVING FOR JESUS.
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin”
(1 John 1:7).
“Love one another; as I have loved you . . . By
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,
if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34, 35).
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“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31, 32).
“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him” (John 14:23).
“The peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).
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FOLLOW JESUS IN EVERYTHING.

Life: give it to save it; keep it to lose it.
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It’s Not About You
A recent book title asks the question
“Why Is It Always About You?” The book
explores “the seven deadly sins of
narcissism.” I haven’t read it yet, but the
title is worth thinking about.
Whom do I live for?
Whom do I care about the most?
Who is at the center of my world?
Our human tendency is to live as if
I am the center of the universe—or at
least, of my world.
“And, why not?” someone asks,
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“because if I don’t take care of me, no
one else will.” To that bit of conventional wisdom, God simply says, “There
is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death” (Proverbs 14:12).
Self-centeredness is ugly. As Ben
Franklin said, “A man wrapped up in
himself makes a very small bundle.”
Think of someone you know who
focuses mostly on him or herself. Do you
enjoy being with him or her? Self-ism
never makes a person more attractive or
easier to live with.

Are you happy?

Come to think of it, does that selfcentered person you thought of seem
happy?
“Give me! give me!” is not a lifeattitude that promotes inner (or outer)
peace. Most of us realize we need to give
as well as take if we are to have friends,
or even some degree of satisfaction in
life.
Jesus taught that the person who lives
for himself is a loser. “Whosoever will
save his life shall lose it” (Mark 8:35).
Jesus lived what He taught. He always
“went about doing good” (Acts 10:38).
Wherever he went, crowds followed Him,
listening to His teaching and bringing
sick people to Him. “Great multitudes
followed him, and he healed them all”
(Matthew 12:15).
Judging by the way some professing
Christians live today, one could almost

think Jesus was a grouch, and that God
enjoys damning people to Hell. But
Jesus, who was God in the flesh, was
well-loved and well-liked. People loved
being with Him because He loved and
cared about them.
Jesus’ whole life was one of giving. He
left glory and came to earth because He
loved people. He came to die for sinners,
and He “gave himself a ransom for all,”
so that anyone can be saved.
Real love always gives. In our world,
people seem to think the opposite. They
“love” someone for what they can get
from them. But “God so loved the world
that he gave”! He “gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).
Jesus came to earth and said, in effect,
“It’s not about Me—it’s about you! I am
here to die for your sins so that you can
be saved.”
In doing so, He showed us the only
way to spiritual success. For in choosing
to die for our sins, He also chose to do
His Father’s will fully.
To be saved by Him, we follow Him.
We must die to self-ism and live instead
“unto God,” living for and serving others,
just as He did. We must choose to “lose”
our lives. He said “whosoever shall lose
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the
same shall save it” (Mark 8:35).
It is an unchangeable law of God that
“Whosoever exalteth himself shall be
abased; and he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11). Jesus
humbled himself, and is now exalted.
The Apostle Paul tells us Jesus “made
himself of no reputation, and took upon

him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: and
being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross” (Philippians 2:7, 8).
Paul goes on to say what God did
because Jesus humbled Himself:
“Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: that at
the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; and
that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).
And so now, it’s not “all about us.”
It is all about Jesus Christ, whom God
has set above everything. Do you
know Him? If you do, you will also
choose to follow Him, dying to selfism and living for Him.

To love . . . is to give.
Jesus humbled Himself and chose
to live a life of love and giving—and is
now exalted. When you humble yourself, come to Him in repentance, and
lose your life by giving it to God and
to others—you, too, will be exalted.
But if your life is “all about you,”
you will die in your sin and enter Hell
by your own choice. And not only that,
you will also find that your self-ism
makes you a loser here and now.
Whom is your life really about?

