
A 	 Write	each	vocabulary	word	beside	its	definition.

 1.  crept about, intending to attack or harm 

 2.  dodged or kept away from

 3.  a place where bushes, brush, and trees make a thick clump

 4.   the thing that makes an animal do or know what it has not 
been taught

Exploring the Story

B  Write	an	answer	to	the	question.	Read	the	introduction.

What is something you learned in first grade? 

Twelve baby partridges are out taking their first lessons in life even 
though they are only one day old! Will the baby partridges know what to 
do when a hungry enemy comes?

Silently	read	“First	Day	of	Partridge	School”	(pages	52-57).

Vocabulary  eluded instinct lurked thicket

C 	 Write	the	meaning	of	each	sound	Mother	Partridge	made.

 5. Krr! Krr!  6. K-reet! 
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G 	 Write	the	answer	to	each	question.

 14. What four animals mentioned in the story would enjoy eating a baby partridge?

     

 15. What animal did the baby partridges learn would not harm them?

  

 16. Mother animals cannot always keep their babies safe. What would happen if all 
baby animals lived until they were grown?

  

  

F 	 Scan	the	story	for	these	phrases	that	describe	the	baby	partridges. 
Write	the	word	that	completes	each	description.

 10.  little things (page 52)

 11. the little balls of  (page 52)

 12. hardly bigger than  (page 53)

 13. twelve brown-and-golden  on twenty-four -toed

  feet, with twelve  heads bowing and drinking (page 56)

D 	 Circle	the	letter	of	the	definition	that	best	matches	the	underlined	word.

 7. Mother Partridge led her baby chicks down the side of the hill. Across the 
meadow she saw a fox coming toward her and her brood. 

 a. to keep thinking and worrying about something
 b. a group of young birds hatched and cared for by the same mother
 c. all the children in one family

E 	 Write	a	descriptive	verb	from	the	story	to	replace	the	underlined	word	in	each	
sentence.

 8.   One hid under a leaf, another hurried between two roots, a 
third crawled into a hole, and so on.

 9.   Just when he almost caught her, she moved a foot or so 
out of his reach.
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I 	 Write	the	word	that	completes	each	sentence.

 17. Use good  when you read.

 18. Read poetry by  .

 19. Make sure you know how to  difficult words.

J 	 Practice	reading	“The	Queer	Little	House”	(pages	59,	60)	to	yourself.	 
In	Lesson	2	you	will	read	this	poem	to	your	teacher.

K  Write fact or opinion	to	show	what	each	sentence	is.

 20.  A kitchen is the most important room in a house.

 21.  Birds know how to build their nests by instinct.

 22.  November is the month that comes after October.

We Remember

When reading a poem aloud, use the same good expression you use when 
reading a story. This will help your listeners enjoy the poem. Good expression 
includes varying the tone, speed, and volume of your voice.

Read poetry by sentences, not by lines. If there is no punctuation mark at 
the end of a line or stanza, keep reading just as if you were reading a story.

Make sure you know how to pronounce difficult words before you read a 
poem aloud.

Reading Poetry

H 	 Read	the	Bible	verse	to	yourself	three	times.

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! 
Therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. Psalm 36:7
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Oral	reading	class:	“First	Day	of	Partridge	School”	(pages	52-57)

A 	 Think	about	what	the	sentences	tell	you.	Circle	the	letters	of	two	answers	to	
each	question.

  1.  Just when the fox almost caught her, Mother Partridge floundered a foot or so out 
of his reach. What does this tell you?

 a. Mother Partridge knew how to stay ahead of the fox.
 b. Mother Partridge was not afraid.
 c. Mother Partridge stayed close enough to the fox to lead him away.

 2.  Mother Partridge led her brood to the meadow to a grassy hump she had seen 
before. She stepped on it and raked it with her claws. What does this tell you?

 a. Mother Partridge lived in the meadow.
 b. Mother Partridge had been to the meadow before.
 c. Mother Partridge knew what was inside the hump.

 3. There, under the bushes, Mother Partridge spread her wings. At her quiet call, 
the babies crept under her. She covered them with her soft feathers and closed 
her eyes. What does this tell you?

 a. Baby partridges do not sleep in a nest in a tree.
 b. Mother Partridge took good care of her babies.
 c. Mother Partridge slept all night.

B 	 Write	the	cause	of	the	effect.	

  4.  Why did Mother Partridge squawk, pretend to be lame, and always flutter farther 
away from Taylor’s Hill?

  

 5. Why didn’t Mother Partridge have her chicks run away?
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D  Write characters, setting, problem or solution	to	match	each	story	part.

 8.  Taylor’s hill, meadow, brook

 9.  A fox came toward Mother Partridge and her brood. 

 10.  Mother Partridge, twelve babies, fox

 11.   Mother Partridge got the fox’s attention and led him away 
from her brood.

This verse uses a figure of speech to describe God’s loving care for His 
children. Just as Mother Partridge sheltered her chicks with her tail and her 
wings, so God shelters and cares for us.

In most stories the characters face some type of trouble. The main 
difficulty they face is called the problem. They work on solving this problem 
throughout the story until they reach a solution near the end. The problem 
and its solution make stories fascinating and hold the reader’s attention.

The story “Neighborhood Needle” was about Mary Sparks.
The problem: Mary lost the neighborhood needle.
The solution: An Indian and his daughter helped her find it.

Problem and Solution

C  Write problem or solution	to	match	each	definition.

 6.  the way a problem is solved

 7.   the main difficulty the characters face

E  Memorize	the	Bible	verse	and	say	it	to	your	teacher.

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! 
Therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. Psalm 36:7
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G 	 Write	descriptive	verbs	from	“The	Ant	Village”	to	replace	the	underlined	words	
in	each	sentence. The first one is done for you.

 14. heaved  Somebody turned the stone over.

 15.  Hundreds of eggs lie placed in patterns.

 16.  One little fellow picks up an egg.

 17.  Darkness is best, so everyone’s moving.

 18.  Hastily taking egg after egg.

H 	 Write	two	sentences	from	“The	Ant	Village”	that	contain	only	two	words.

 19.  20. 

I 	 The	poem	“The	Queer	Little	House”	is	a	long	figure	of	speech.	Write	the	answer	
to	each	question	about	the	poem.	

 21. Who is the mother? 

 22. Who are the children? 

 23. What is the roof? 

 24. What is the feather bed? 

Poets use descriptive words and figures of speech to create word 
pictures.

The Ant Village; The Queer Little House
Pages 58-60

F 	 Write	the	answer	to	each	question.

 12. Do you think the babies felt safe under Mother Partridge’s wings?

  

 13. Who cares for you even more than Mother Partridge cared for her babies?
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K  Read	“The	Queer	Little	House”	to	your	teacher. Your teacher will fill out the chart.

Observed punctuation 

Fair  Good  Excellent 

Pronounced words properly 

Fair  Good  Excellent 

Read with good expression 

Fair  Good  Excellent 

J 	 Use	letters	to	label	the	rhyme	pattern	of	the	lines.  
Remember to start the pattern with “a” for the first line.

 25. There’s a queer little house, 

   And it stands in the sun. 

  When the good mother calls 

   The children all run. 
   – Author Unknown

We Remember

L 	 Circle	the	letter	of	the	sentence	in	each	set	that	uses	the	vocabulary	word	
correctly.

 26. a. The coyote lurked in the shadows, his eyes following the beaver.
  b. The parrot lurked in the open, displaying its beautiful feathers.

 27. a. The thicket is made up of one small tree and a bush.
  b. The tiny fawn lay hidden in the thicket.

 28. a. The instinct a groundhog senses danger, it runs for its hole.
  b. By instinct groundhogs curl up in their dens to sleep for the winter.

 29. a. Audrey tried to catch the rabbit, but it always eluded her.
  b. Carson eluded after Blake, determined to catch him.

M  Unscramble	the	letters	to	write	each	vocabulary	word.

 30. dudele  32. deklru 

 31. sciinntt  33. kicetht 
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