
A 	 Write	each	vocabulary	word	beside	its	definition.

 1.  away from others; hidden from view

 2.  people in government who enforce laws

 3.  gave comfort to; caused to be less worried

 4.  to tell or command someone not to do something

B 	 Circle	the	letters	of	three	ways	rheumatic	fever	affected	children.

 5. a. fever b. swelling c. sores d. heart damage e. headaches

Word Focus rheumatic fever
Long ago children between the ages of 5 and 15 would sometimes become 

sick with rheumatic (rů ma′ tic) fever. Rheumatic fever caused the children to 
have fever and painful swelling in their joints and often damaged their hearts. 
New medicines have been developed that help control this disease.

Vocabulary  authorities forbid reassured secluded

Exploring the Story

C  Write	an	answer	to	the	question.	Read	the	introduction.

What is something you enjoy doing in the summer when school is out?

31

Lesson

11The Surprise Package Company

Section 3



Silently	read	“The	Surprise	Package	Company”	(pages	140-151).

E 	 Compare	the	Surprise	Package	Company	to	the	Anabaptists.	Write	the	letter	of	
the	answer	to	each	question.

 a. The Anabaptists had to hide sometimes.
 b. The Anabaptists lived peacefully and did kind things for others.
 c.  The Anabaptists sometimes escaped by praying that God would 

make their guards go to sleep.
 d. The Anabaptists had to leave their homes to flee to other countries.

 10.   Why did Conrad think hiding in a cornfield was like being an Anabaptist?

 11.   In what way was praying that Mr. Rollins would be asleep similar to what 
some Anabaptists had done? 

 12.    How did Conrad think he was like the Anabaptists by biking over the hills to 
Eric’s house? 

 13.   How did Daddy say the Surprise Package Company was like the 
Anabaptists? 

School had been out for three weeks already, and Conrad and Regina 
had not figured out anything fun to do during the summer. Before long 
strange things started happening at home, church, and in the neighbor-
hood. Were Conrad and Regina involved in these strange happenings?

D 	 Write	a	word	from	the	story	to	replace	the	underlined	phrase	in	each	sentence.

 6.   Regina and Conrad wanted to do something fun, like being  
a person who solves mysteries.

 7.   The children fell down on the ground behind the lilac bushes, 
laughing and gasping for breath.

 8.   Daddy looked at the note Mother had received. “The Surprise 
Package Company,” he said thoughtfully.

 9.    Mr. Rollins was sleeping, but when a floor board creaked, he 
stirred and quavered in a tired way.
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As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men. Galatians 6:10

I 	 Read	the	Bible	verse	to	yourself	three	times.

F 	 Write	an	answer	to	the	question.

 14. When Mother showed Daddy the note, what makes you think he was suspicious 
that Conrad and Regina were the Surprise Package Company?

  

G 	 Complete	the	activity.

 15. Scan the story for the paragraph that begins with Conrad’s words, “Well, on the 
way home.” Write the figure of speech Conrad used to mean the dog was serious 
about chasing him.

  

H 	 Think	about	the	events	of	the	story.	Write	a	word	with	a	prefix	to	complete	each	
sentence.

disappeared  impractical  inexpensive  prearranged  reappeared

 16. Eric’s gift was  for the children to make.

 17. Daddy thought it was  for Conrad to bike to Eric’s house.

 18. Conrad’s meeting with Mrs. Taylor was  .

 19. Conrad was relieved when the Doberman  .

We Remember

J 	 Circle	the	correct	pronunciation	of	the	word	onomatopoeia.

  20.  ä nō mat ə pō′ ē ə          ä nə mä tə pē′ ə           ä nə ma tə pe′ ə
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Oral	reading	class:	“The	Surprise	Package	Company”	(pages	140-151)

A 	 Write	the	answer	to	each	question.

  1.  Who were the two main characters of the story? 

  2.  What time of the year did the story happen? 

  3.  How did the children solve the problem of wanting something fun to do?

  

B 	 Write	what	you	think	Mr.	Rollins	said	when	he	found	the	jar	of	grape	juice.

 4. 

  

C 	 Write	an	onomatopoeic	word	from	the	story	to	complete	each	sentence.

 5. The broad green blades of the corn  all around them.

  6.  As he stepped away, a floor board protested with a loud   .

 7. Before long Daddy heard Regina’s joyous  .

D 	 Many	effects	can	follow	one	cause.	Complete	the	effects	of	the	cause.

 8. Because the children formed the Surprise Package Company,

  a.  enjoyed a spotless kitchen.

  b.  received a jar of grape juice.

  c. The  at church received greeting cards.

  d.  received a ten-foot letter.
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This verse teaches us to do good whenever we have the opportunity. If 
we keep our eyes and ears open, we can find many chances to help others.

As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men. Galatians 6:10

F  Memorize	the	Bible	verse	and	say	it	to	your	teacher.

H 	 Write	the	words	with	repeating	consonant	sounds	to	complete	each	line	from	
the	poem.

 11. Is  and  with pains and aches.

  12.  And   her  and eggs and cakes.

G 	 Circle	the	letter	of	each	description	of	a	person	you	could	do	good	to.

 10. a. Someone who asks you for help.
  b. Someone that you know needs help.
  c. Someone who would enjoy something, even if he does not need it.

I 	 Write	the	words	with	repeating	vowel	sounds	to	complete	each	line	from	the	
poem.

 13. Is sick and sore with  and  .

  14.  And   an egg, and  a cake.

Writers sometimes use words with repeating vowel sounds or 
repeating consonant sounds. This creates special sound effects.

Neighboring
Page 152

E 	 Think	about	the	things	Conrad	and	Regina	did.	Write	at	least	two	words	to	
describe	their	actions.

 9. 
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K  Mark	the	rhythm	of	the	last	line	of	the	stanza	by	following	the	pattern	of	the	 
first	three	lines.	Then	read	the	stanza	to	your	teacher,	following	the	pattern	of	
accented	and	unaccented	syllables.

˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ 16. We’ll stop to make the ket - tle boil,

˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′      And  brew  some  tea,  and  set  the  tray,

˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′    And  poach  an  egg,  and  toast  a  cake,

      And  wheel  her  chair  round,  if  we  may.
   – Christina G. Rossetti

The syllables of most poems form a rhythm that you hear when you read 
them aloud. In poetry, an accent mark (′) is used to mark accented syllables 
and a breve (˘) is used to mark unaccented syllables.

 ′ = accented (voice rises) ˘ = unaccented (voice falls)
Notice the accented and unaccented syllables in these words: 

 ′ ˘ ˘ ′wo - man be - side

Notice the rhythm in the first two lines of this poem:

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′The dear old wo - man in the lane

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′Is sick and sore with pains and aches 

Even though poems have rhythm patterns, you should not usually read 
them in a singsong way. Instead, read with good expression, following the 
punctuation marks. Your listeners will feel the natural rhythm of the poem.

Rhythm

J 	 Underline	the	rhyme	pattern	used	in	each	stanza	of	“Neighboring.”

 15. aabb  abab  abcb
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M 	 Use	prefix	meanings	to	help	you	match	each	word	with	its	definition.

 19.  overstuff a. to stuff with too much

 20.  overload b. below the ground

 21.  underground c. to load with too much

O 	 Cross	out	an	incorrect	word	in	each	sentence	and	write	a	vocabulary	word	from	
the	box	to	replace	it.

advertising  authorities  forbid  morsel  preferred  recommendation

 27.  The prisoners make sure people obey the laws.

 28.  Jill chose raspberry ice cream because she disliked it.

 29.  Beth is hiding the yard sale in the newspaper.

 30.  Daddy said, “I allow you to fight with each other.”

 31.   Mr. Tademy wrote a letter of rudeness for me.

N 	 Write	a	vocabulary	word	from	the	box	to	complete	each	sentence.

acquainted  briefly  mental  occupied  reassured  secluded

 22. During his short visit Calvin spoke  about growing up in Alaska.

 23. His family  a small cabin for fifteen years.

 24. The cabin was surrounded by trees and  from view.

 25. It sounded lonely, but he  us that he loved the rugged country.

 26. We enjoyed the  pictures his descriptions created.

L  Write F	if	the	book	or	story	is	fiction	or	NF	if	it	is	nonfiction.

 17.  an atlas with maps and information about different countries

 18.   a story you made up called “Cindy and the Selfish Guest”

We Remember
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