
A 	 Look	up	the	vocabulary	words	in	the	LightUnit	glossary.	Write	the	definition	of	
each word.

 1. dwindle 

 2. prongs 

  

Vocabulary  dwindle prongs

B 	 Circle	the	letter	of	the	answer	to	the	question.

	 3.	 Where	would	you	find	windrows?
 a. in a park b. in a yard c.	 in	a	field

Word Focus windrow
Before a farmer bales or stores his hay, he 

rakes it into windrows. A windrow (wind′ rō) is 
a long, narrow row of hay that has been raked 
up to dry.

C  Write	an	answer	to	the	question.	Read	the	introduction.

What do you think would be your favorite thing to do on a farm?

Exploring the Story
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F  Underline the bold word that completes each analogy.

 7. Barn is to country as apartment is to house, city, people.

 8. Jake is to hired man as Brad is to nephew, student, son.

 9. Rake is to teeth as mower is to cut, grass, knife.

Silently	read	“Long	Before	Tractors”	(pages	163-172).

E 	 Write	descriptive	verbs	from	page	170	of	the	reader	to	show	that	the	children	
had a rough ride on the hay wagon.

 6.  Then  and  and  , they 

  	along	the	field	road.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass . . . 
and the earth brought forth grass . . . and God 

saw that it was good. Genesis 1:11, 12

H 	 Read	the	Bible	verse	to	yourself	three	times.

D 	 Scan	the	story	for	each	thought.	Write	the	page	number	where	it	is	found.

 4.   The children’s favorite thing to do was to jump off a beam into the hay.

 5.  Brenda discovered that hay was dried grass.

G 	 Write	a	word	with	a	prefix	to	match	each	definition.	Use	words	from	the	story.

 10.  to free from being fastened (page 170)

 11.  to free from being hitched (page 170)

Brad and Brenda were visiting their uncle’s farm during the summer. 
They had the most fun in the barn, but it wasn’t playing with animals. It 
was something they liked to do even better than climbing ladders, hunting 
for eggs, and teasing the goose.
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We Remember

K 	 Write	the	four	missing	words	to	complete	the	Bible	verse.

 17. Doth not 	?	Job	12:11

L 	 Choose	one	of	the	four	poems	on	pages	173-176	of	the	reader.	Practice	reading	
it	to	yourself.	In	Lesson	4	you	will	read	it	to	your	teacher.

A simile (si′ mə lē) is a figure of speech that compares two things by using 
the words like or as. Similes add interest to stories and poems by creating word 
pictures.

The	simile:	 The	picture	it	creates:
He sat there like a bump on a log. sitting perfectly still
She is as quiet as a mouse. being very quiet

Simile

I 	 Write	the	words	that	complete	the	definition.

	 12.	 A	simile	is	a	figure	of	speech	that	  two things by using the

  words  or  .

J 	 Write	a	simile	from	the	box	to	complete	each	sentence.

as hard as a rock  as light as a feather  like a knife  like a trumpet

 13. The empty box was  .

 14. Unkind words cut  .

 15. The dried-out crust was  .

 16. The speaker had a voice  .
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A  Write	an	answer	to	each	question.

 1. Why did the goose stay on her nest and hiss instead of chasing the children when 
they	came	close?

  

 2. What do you think could have happened if the children had kept on jumping off 
the	beam	after	the	pile	of	hay	was	low?

  

Oral	reading	class:	“Long	Before	Tractors”	(pages	163-172)

B 	 Write	one	thing	from	the	story	that	tells	you	it	happened	long	ago.

 3. 

C 	 Write	two	onomatopoeic	verbs	from	page	168	of	the	reader	to	show	how	the	
mower	sounded	as	it	went	round	and	round	the	field.

 4. 

D 	 Write	a	word	from	page	168	or	169	of	the	reader	to	complete	each	simile.

 5. The tall grass rustled like  as the horses’ feet tramped through it.

 6. “It picks up the grass just like  ,” Brad cried, watching the loader 
clean up the windrows as they went along.

 7. “I would like to ride up with the grass,” cried Brenda. “It’s like a   
going backward.”

E 	 Go	back	to	Part	D	above	and	circle	the	word	in	each	sentence	that	shows	a	
simile is being used.

10

Lesson

4Long Before Tractors



Grass was the first living thing God created during Creation. God 
provides for many of our needs through different types of grass. Not only 
do animals eat grass or hay, but many of our foods are also kinds of grass.

G 	 Unscramble	the	letters	of	the	underlined	word	in	each	sentence	to	name	types	
of	grass.	The	first	one	is	done	for	you.

 8. sugarcane  I put sugar made from guscarnea in my tea.

 9.  The miller ground the eahtw	into	flour	to	use	for	making	bread.

 10. 	 The	boy	gave	Jesus	two	fish	and	five	brylae loaves.

 11.  Mother cooked a pot of ceri for the hungry children.

 12.  We enjoyed fresh rnco for supper last night.

H 	 Write	words	or	a	phrase	from	“Swallow	Tails”	to	answer	each	question.

	 13.	 Where	is	the	poet	as	he	watches	the	swallows?	

	 14.	 Which	two	words	from	the	second	stanza	are	onomatopoeic?

   

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass . . . 
and the earth brought forth grass . . . and God  

saw that it was good. Genesis 1:11, 12

F  Read	the	Bible	verse	to	your	teacher.

These four poems tell about something the poets enjoyed outdoors.

Swallow Tails; The Cornfield; 
Farewell to the Farm; Autumn Fires

Pages  
173-176
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L 	 Circle	the	letter	of	the	phrase	that	tells	the	main	idea	of	each	poem.

	 19.	 “The	Cornfield”
 a. how tall corn grows in the summer 
 b.	 the	view	of	a	cornfield	from	a	tree

 20. “Autumn Fires”
 a.	 the	bright	fires	of	autumn
	 b.	 how	to	put	out	bonfires

M  Underline the rhyme pattern used in each poem.

	 21.	 “The	Cornfield”	 aabb abab abcb

 22. “Farewell to the Farm” aabb abab abcb

 23. “Autumn Fires” aabb abab abcb

K 	 Complete	each	sentence	with	words	from	“Autumn	Fires.”

 17. The poet enjoys bright  in the summer and bright 

   in the fall.

 18. Three words that begin with s	in	the	first	line	of	the	last	stanza	are	

   ,  , and  .

J 	 Mark	the	rhythm	of	the	last	two	lines	of	this	stanza	by	following	the	pattern	of	
the	first	two	lines.

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ 16. The  coach  is  at  the  door  at  last;

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′  The  ea - ger  chil - dren,  moun - ting  fast

  And  kis - sing  hands,  in  cho - rus  sing,

  Good - bye,  good - bye,  to  ev - ery - thing!
   – Robert Louis Stevenson

I 	 Write	the	simile	found	in	the	last	stanza	of	“The	Cornfield.”

 15. The corn rows come together  .
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P 	 Circle	the	letter	of	the	sentence	in	each	set	that	uses	the	vocabulary	word	
correctly.

 28. a. Travis speared the cheese curls with the prongs of his fork.
  b. Use the prongs of a knife to cut a slice of bread.

 29. a. Randy watched the kernels dwindle	into	fluffy	pieces	of	popcorn.
  b. When the sun came out, the piles of snow started to dwindle.

 30. a. Many people wept when they heard the comical story.
  b.	 Jeanie	drew	a	comical picture of a penguin sliding across the ice.

N  Read	one	of	the	poems	aloud	to	your	teacher.	Your	teacher	will	fill	out	the	chart.

Observed punctuation 

Fair  Good  Excellent 

Pronounced words properly 

Fair  Good  Excellent 

Read with good expression 

Fair  Good  Excellent 

Q  Write the missing words to complete the Bible verse.

 31.  not the ear  	?	Job	12:11

O 	 Write	the	vocabulary	word	from	the	box	that	is	a	synonym	of	the	underlined	
word in each sentence.

arrival  scorched  tedious  vacant

 24. The  of the robins and the coming of spring cheered us.

 25. In Amy’s hurry, she charred the toast and  the cocoa.

 26. The boys moved the empty desks into the  room.

 27. The dull voice of the speaker and the  things he spoke of 
made the crowd feel as if they needed a breath of fresh air.

We Remember
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A library is a place where people can study or borrow books. The word  
library comes from liber, the Latin word for book. The person in charge  
of the library is a librarian.

Prepare for the quiz by looking over the We Remember sections. 
If you do not understand something, ask your teacher for help.

Use this checklist to review for Quiz 1.

   Do you know the meanings of the vocabulary words  
from Lesson 1?

   Can you say this Bible verse: Job 12:11?

 When you are ready, ask your teacher for Quiz 1.

Extra Activity: The Library

3.

1.

5.

4.

2.

A 	 Complete	the	crossword	puzzle	by	writing	words	from	the	paragraph	that	match	
the clues.

 1. A place to study or borrow books

 2. You can _____ books from a library

 3. The person in charge of a library

 4. Library comes from a Latin word for _____

 5. Something people can do at a library
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