
A 	 Look	up	the	vocabulary	words	in	the	glossary.	Complete	each	definition.

 1. intact:  ; having  part

 2. jaunty: having a  or  manner

 3. somber:  and  ; dark-  

 4. teeter: to  

 intact  jaunty  somber  teeter
Vocabulary 

Story Comprehension 

B  Read the introduction and write an answer to the question.

The bobcat could not catch a bird that was able to run underwater as well as fly, 
but she tried to use her eyes and nose to find the nest where Mrs. Ouzel and her 
babies were hidden.

The title gives you a hint about what will happen in the story. What can you 
predict by reading the title?

 5. 

Silently read “The Water Ouzel Outwits an Enemy” (pages 191-197).

C  Check your prediction by writing the answer to each question.

 6. Who was the enemy looking for the Ouzel’s nest? 

 7. How did the Ouzel outwit the bobcat?  
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E  Based on the context, write a word that could replace the italicized word in each 
sentence.

 10.  The chubby gray bird was safe by a wide margin. (page 192)

 11.  He must entice the Bobcat away from the waterfall. (page 196)

F  Circle the letter of the meaning of the underlined idiom.

 12. The Water Ouzel was fairly bursting with joy. (page 191) 
   a. full of b. singing c. cracking

G  When an author’s purpose is to entertain, he often uses descriptive words. Complete 
each description of the Dipper with words from pages 191-194 of the reader.

 13. His  feathers were much more somber than his mood.

 14. He had a  eyelid to protect his eyes, and his feathers were so 

 and  that no moisture could get through them.

 15. His sharp,  eyes caught a shadowy movement on the shore.

H  Write the activities Aileen Fisher enjoyed that may have helped her write this story.

 16. 

“The Water Ouzel Outwits an Enemy” comes from the book All on a Mountain Day 
by Aileen Fisher. Aileen Fisher was an American poet and writer who lived from 1906-
2002. She wrote many poems and stories about animals and nature, writing more than 
one hundred books for children. Besides writing, she enjoyed reading, working with 
wood, hiking, and mountain climbing. For many years she lived in a cabin in Colorado 
on a 200-acre ranch.

D  Write the answer to each question.

	 8.	 Which	two	characters	experienced	conflict	with	each	other? 

	 9.	 Which	type	of	conflict	happens	when	two	characters	struggle	with	each	other? 

 Lesson 8

22



A source supplies information about a subject. An author may use sources such as a 
book, a person, or a personal experience. He must be careful to research his subject and 
provide accurate information.

I  Put a check mark beside each source the author may have used for her story.

 17.  encyclopedia 20.  songbook

 18.  bird book 21.  sitting quietly near a stream

 19.  cookbook  22.  dictionary

J 	 Write	the	source	you	would	use	to	find	the	answer	to	each	question.

atlas  Bible  dictionary  encyclopedia

 23.  What do bobcats eat besides birds and their eggs?

 24.  What commands has God given about how to treat animals?

 25.  What mountain area is near your home?

K 	 Complete	the	definition	of	the	term.

 26. An idiom is a common  or expression that  be 

understood  .

L 	 Circle	the	letter	of	the	definition	of	each	word,	based	on	the	meanings	of	the	suffixes.

 27. energize a. to make energetic b. one skilled in energy

	 28.	 scientist	 a.	 one	who	specializes	in	science	 b.	 to	make	scientific

 29. technician a. to make technical b. one skilled in technical things

Looking Back
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Oral reading class: “The Water Ouzel Outwits an Enemy” (pages 191-197)

Story Comprehension 

A  Write a phrase from the story to support each statement about the setting. Write the 
page number where you found your information.

 1. Beavers lived in the same area the Water Ouzel lived. 

 page 

 2. The story takes place in the summer. 

 page 

B  Write three important events from the story to show the sequence of the plot.

 3. beginning 

 4. middle 

 5. end 

C  Read the fourth paragraph on page 194 of the reader. Complete each activity.

 6. Complete the main idea of the paragraph. 

The Ouzel was  .

 7. Circle the letters of two details that support the main idea. 

   a. The Ouzel had white-rimmed eyes. 

   b. The Ouzel caught a shadowy movement with his sharp eyes. 

	 	 	 c.	 As	he	sang,	the	Ouzel	fixed	his	gaze	along	the	shore.
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E 	 Write	a	word	with	a	prefix	or	suffix	to	match	each	definition. Use words from the story.

 12.  a full mouth (page 194) 

 13.  the middle of the stream (page 196)

D  Complete each literary technique the author used in the story.

 8. Simile (page 191): His tail was perky,  .

	 9.	 Metaphor	(page	193):	He	was	off,	flying	upstream,	right	into	the	  of 

a little  .

 10. Onomatopoeia (page 197): She turned to glare and  at the little bird.

	 11.	 Personification	(page	197):	He	sang	of	sunlight	  .

God filled the earth with many kinds of mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, 
amphibians, and insects. He gave instinct to each animal so it would know how to 
hunt for food, build a nest or home, and raise its young. Although some animals 
may seem cruel, they are only following their God-given instincts to survive.

By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation,  
which sing among the branches. Psalm 104:12

Lesson Verse

Birds	and	fish	eat	mosquito	

 .

F  Complete the food chain to show how living things use each other as sources of food.

animals  birds  larvae  mosquitoes  nectar  sunshine

 makes 

plants grow.

Mosquitoes drink 

 from plants.

 lay 

eggs in pools of water.

Larger	animals	eat	fish	and	

 .

 die, 

adding fertilizer to the soil.

 14.
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I  Write the letter of the description that tells how each line of the poem should be read.

a. in a slow, marching way  b. in a quick, breathless way  c. in a hushed, quiet way

 21.  And jump for their lives when he comes near

 22.  When the sandhill crane goes walking

 23. 	 And	“Hush,	oh,	hush!”	the	field	mice	say

 24.  The gophers hide in their holes away

 25.  Slowly, solemnly stalking

J  Read the poem aloud to your teacher. Notice the marching rhythm as you read, and 
imagine that the sandhill crane is slowly, solemnly stalking toward you.

H  Write the answer to each question.

	 16.	 What	season	of	the	year	is	suggested	by	the	first	line?	

	 17.	 What	five	things	does	the	crane	eat? 

 18. How do you know the crane eats these animals? 

	 19.	 What	are	the	five	rhyming	words	from	the	first	stanza? 

 20. Which word rhymes with walking	in	the	first	stanza?	

G  Write the repeated phrase that uses alliteration and tells how the crane walks.

 15. 

The Sandhill Crane

Pages 
198, 199

The sandhill crane is a large bird with long legs and a long neck. This 
poem tells what little animals do when the sandhill crane goes walking.
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Looking Back

K 	 Write	the	letter	of	each	type	of	writing	beside	its	definition.

 26.  the story of someone’s life written by another person a. autobiography

 27.  the story of someone’s life written by the person himself b. biography

 28. 	 a	story	that	includes	both	imaginary	and	historical	 c.	 historical	fiction
   characters and events

L  Write each vocabulary word beside its antonym.

 29.  fail

 30.  sink

 31.  giant

 32.  join

hover
miniature
prosper
sever

M  Write a vocabulary word to complete each sentence.

diverted  intact  jauntily  somber  teetered

 33. The little boy waved  from his perch on the pony’s back.

 34. The walls of the old cabin are still 	,	but	the	floor	is	rotting.

 35. The catbird is a  gray bird with a black cap and a cat-like call.

 36. Ron walked along the top fence rail,  dangerously for a moment, 
but then regained his balance.

N  Write a sentence telling something that would cause you to lament.

 37. 

O  Complete the memory verse.

 38.  , how manifold  !   

hast thou  : the  of thy riches. Psalm 104:24
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Use this checklist to review for Quiz 2.

  Review the Looking Back sections.
  Know the differences between an author’s four purposes.
  Know the difference between internal and external conflict.
  Study this term: idiom.
   Study the meanings of the vocabulary words from Lessons 3 and 6.
   Study the memory verse: Psalm 104:24.

 When you are ready, ask your teacher for Quiz 2.

Extra Activity: Idioms
A  Write the letter of an idiom from another culture to match each English idiom.

 1.  beat around the bush a. nine cows and one strand of hair

 2.  count your chickens before they hatch b. sew a hat for Peter who is not yet born

 3.  a drop in a bucket c. pace around the porridge like a cat

B 	 Choose	one	of	the	idioms	and	draw	a	picture	of	its	literal	or	its	figurative	meaning.

 4. 
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