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This Study Guide is a continuation of the Study Guide for the book Christian Family Living . Each of 
the lessons covers a particular section i n the book. The answers to the questions under “Study Guide” 
are found in the text. The questions under “Discussion Guide” do not always have a “correct” answer, 
but are designed to stimulate discussion and application of the lesson material.
Some issues examined under parenting and marriage may not be appropriate for group discussion, 
depend i ng on the nature of the group. The discussion leader will need to consider the needs of his 
group to determine what material is profitable and appropriate to discuss.
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Lesson 11

Building a Solid Marriage
(Chapter 5, pp. 141-158)

Scriptural Background
Genesis 2:18-24
Proverbs 31:10-31
Ephesians 5:22-33

Key Concepts
1. Marital love calls for lifelong commitment.
2. To be an effective husband or wife, a Christian must be willing to follow God’s Word and to reject many 

of society’s ideals for men and women.
3. God has given the husband the responsibility of loving his wife-providing for her, protecting her, know-

ing her, and cherishing her.
4. God has given the wife the responsibility of helping her husband-depending on him, encouraging him, 

submitting to his leadership, and beautifying the home with her womanhood.

Study Guide
1.  Make a list of Scriptures that teach that marriage is lifelong. What additional thoughts about marriage 

do you receive from these verses?
2.  In Matthew 19:6, what is significant about the wording of Jesus: “What therefore God hath joined 

together”? Would there be “marriages” that God would not join together?
3.  Marital love is understood in a variety of ways. List some misconceptions about marital love. In a sen-

tence or two try to write a clear definition of marital love.
4.  What are some of the tests of love that typically face married couples? Are these tests different today 

than they were fifty or a hundred years ago? Explain your answer.
5.  How does one’s concept of marital love typically change after years of married life?
6.  Why do you think love that endures through difficulty is considered richer than first love?
7.  On p. 144, the statement is made that the richest dimensions of marital love are spiritual. What is 

the basis for this statement? If this is so, what is happening when a Christian marriage stops short of 
ongoing love?

8.  Read the Scriptures describing a godly woman. Are there things you could add to the summary in the 
chart of God’s standards vs. the world’s standards? List some Biblical examples of godly women.

9.  Proverbs 31 describes a godly woman, but nowhere is there an equivalent description of a godly man. 
Find additional verses describing God’s standards for men, or write a paraphrase of Proverbs 31 describ-
ing a godly man.

10.  How do a husband and wife find freedom and fulfillment in their roles in marriage? What are the marks 
of a true and wise leader?
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11.  Why is it so important to focus on responsibilities in marriage rather than on rights? This being so, who 
should be especially interested in understanding the basic needs of a wife?

12.  List the basic needs of a wife. Under each need, try to list at least three other needs of a wife consider 
physical needs, emotional needs, social needs, spiritual needs, etc.

13.  List the basic needs of a husband. Again, list more specific needs of a husband under each basic need.
14.  How is a husband tempted to use his strength wrongly in marriage? How is a wife tempted to use her 

weakness wrongly?

Discussion Guide
1.  What are the implications of “one man, one woman, till death”? What are the evidences that society is 

losing the concept of lifelong marriage? What are the results of this loss? How will the church continue 
to face pressure to alter God’s design? ·

2.  How does the world press its standards for men and women upon us? What are evidences that the church 
is being influenced by worldly standards for men and women? How can Christians resist these pressures?

3.  Which of the basic needs of a wife seem especially easy for husbands to neglect? What are some practical 
ways for a husband to demonstrate that he understands his wife? accepts her? cherishes her?

4.  Which of the basic needs of a husband seem especially easy for wives to neglect? What are some practical 
ways for a wife to demonstrate that she depends on her husband? accepts him? supports him?

5.  Does a husband need a wife in the same way a wife needs a husband? How do marriage partners some-
times use both need and self-sufficiency as a control lever to manipulate the other partner?
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Lesson 12

Violations of Marriage
(Chapter 5, pp. 159-177)

Scriptural Background
I Peter 3:1-7
Mark 10:2-12
Malachi 2:11-16

Key Concepts
1.  Marriage problems need to be identified clearly, and then specific steps should be taken to correct 

the problem.
2.  In a world of lust and moral deterioration, fidelity in marriage must be preserved and guarded with 

special care.
3.  Divorce demonstrates treachery. Although it was permitted in the Old Testament, God testified against 

it as wrong, and in the New Testament Jesus clearly forbade it.
4.  Jesus indicated that remarriage following divorce is continuing adultery against one’s rightful companion.

Study Guide
1.  How can financial pressure lead to marriage problems? Find several Scriptures that give financial guid-

ance to God’s people. Can you add any pointers to the ones given on pp. 159, 160?
2.  How can irresponsibility lead to marriage problems? When one partner is irresponsible, what tempta-

tions does the other partner face?
3.  What factors in our society add to the difficulty of effective marital communication? How are husband 

and wife different in communication? Of the pointers given for communication, which do you think are 
particularly significant?

4.  Describe how a married person may have improper ties with parents. How does Genesis 2:24 give guid-
ance in this matter? List ways in which parents may interfere in their children’s marriages.

5.  List three sacred things violated by adultery. What are some of the consequences of adultery?
6.  List seven reasons why divorce is wrong. Why was divorce permitted in the Old Testament? What Old 

Testament prophet recorded God’s thoughts about putting away?
7.  How does divorce perpetuate sin? Can you illustrate this from your own observation?
8.  What is significant about the Greek verb tense translated “committeth adultery” (in Mark 10:11, etc.)? 

What is the difference between an act of adultery and the condition of adultery?
9.  How do people attempt to justify remarriage today?

10.  How do we know that God considers marriage binding for both godly people and ungodly?
11.  How should people view the pain that sometimes comes in obeying God?
12.  What are two principles to observe in severing adulterous unions (see Footnote 9)? What is ironic about 

people’s willingness to sever legitimate marriages on personal grounds but unwillingness to sever adulter-
ous unions for righteousness’ sake?
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13.  What are some of the ongoing consequences associated with the sins of adultery, divorce, 
and remarriage?

Discussion Guide
1.  What guidelines can Christians follow to avoid financial bondage?
2.  What should be the response when one partner wishes to work on a marriage problem, but the other 

partner is unwilling? What are guidelines for discussing with parents the problem of interfering?
3.  What are safeguards against adultery? Is it possible to commit mental or emotional adultery apart from 

the actual act? What are necessary attitudes and responses to those who repent of adultery?
4.  If divorce is wrong, is separation an option at times, and if so, under what conditions? What is the 

responsibility of the church to those who are divorced, but are not willingly so?
5.  What association can Christians have with those who are living in adulterous unions? In presenting the 

Gospel to our society, the problem of remarriage often surfaces- how should this sin be confronted?
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Lesson 13

Setting Proper Goals
(Chapter 6, pp. 179-188)

Scriptural Background
Psalm 78:1-8
Psalms 127, 128
Psalm 139:13-16

Key Concepts
1.  Parents need to establish clear goals for their family and then implement steps to reaching those goals.
2.  Christian parents face many pressures from the world that work against their goals.
3.  The Bible portrays children as the Lord’s blessing, and a large family as an honor, contrary to the worldly 

mentality that children are a burden and a large family is an embarrassment.

Study Guide
1.  List five goals for Christian parents.
2.  What are some things that parents should pray about with their children? List some appropriate sched-

uled times of prayer.
3.  What are some hindrances to wholesome singing in the home? What are other ways a family can 

praise God?
4.  What disciplines are necessary in the “school” of one’s home? What is a common misunderstanding today 

about teaching children?
5.  Why do children need a moral haven? What are some of the media through which evil influences can be 

brought into the home?
6.  What are specific ways families can serve others? What was said of the house of Stephanas 

regarding service?
7.  From Psalms 127 and 128, list the positive statements about children. What are typical reasons parents 

have today for not having many children? On p. 184, what underlying reason is given for smaller families 
in the Western world?

8.  What are the statistics on abortion? (Note: If possible find updated statistics.) What is the 
abortion mentality?

9.  Look up the following Scriptures and state the view of children held by the women: Genesis 21:6 (Sarah); 
Genesis 30:1 (Rachel); I Samuel 1:4-11 (Hannah); Luke 1:25 (Elisabeth).

10.  How is the mentality of wanting the privilege of sex without the responsibility of parenting detrimental 
in marriage?

11.  List the evidences that in the Bible human life is considered sacred, even in the unborn. What category of 
birth control methods does this principle address?

12.  What are some of the different views among Christians on the matter of birth control? How is the think-
ing of our society different from the teaching in the Bible regarding childbearing?
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Discussion Guide
1. What are some of the frustrations parents face in reaching their goals for a godly home? What are some 

practical steps they can take to overcome these frustrations and reach these goals?
2.  Christians should abhor abortion. To what extent should Christians speak out against it in our society? 

Have conservative Mennonites been too silent on this issue? What anti-abortion tactics are improper 
for Christians?

3.  What methods of birth control are definitely wrong? How should Christians feel about family size? 
Should Christians receive more instruction about family planning? How should this be given? What fac-
tors should be considered in finding answers? What evidences are there that the world’s views have influ-
enced Christians? What are the effects of these influences? Should the church take a position on some 
birth control issues (for example, abortifacients)? What matters should be left to individual con  science?
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Lesson 14

Child Training
(Chapter 6, pp. 188-198)

Scriptural Background
Proverbs 22:6, 15
Deuteronomy 6:4-19
Ephesians 6:1-4

Key Concepts
1.  Parents are responsible to train their children in the ways of the Lord.
2.  Training children includes teaching them, living as an example to them, and correcting them.
3.  The rod must be used correctly to be effective; used incorrectly it becomes destructive, rather 

than constructive.

Study Guide
1.  What is the danger of textbook theory in child training?
2.  What are characteristics of proper teaching, according to Deuteronomy 6? What are the goals of 

clear teaching?
3.  Why must teaching be accompanied by example? Finish this statement: We teach some by what we say 

 . What about teenagers makes parental example especially important?
4.  What line of thinking is the modem objection to the use of the rod based on?
5.  What does the word fool mean, as used in Proverbs? Why is the rod important for correcting a fool?
6.  Why must the rod be used in love?
7.  Why is instruction important following a spanking?
8.  What methods do parents sometimes use today instead of spanking? What are the results?
9.  List the guidelines for using the rod. What is the difference between a what question and a why ques-

tion? Why do children often give a why answer to a what question? How do children sometimes try to 
control the spanking session?

10.  What are various ways a parent by default may train wrong responses to his instructions?
11.  What is the basic purpose in using the rod? What other methods are important in shaping a 

child’s behavior?
12.  How is punishment different from the use of the rod? List the guidelines for wise punishment.
13.  Finish this statement: The behavior patterns of one’s childhood    .

Discussion Guide
1.  Parents often seem to have blind spots in the area of child training-things they are doing wrong that are 

obvious to other people but they fail to see themselves. How can parents safeguard themselves against 
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these blind spots? Are there proper ways of pointing these out, even when parents aren’t very open 
to hearing?

2.  The anti-spanking sentiment continues to influence society, along with a movement emphasizing the 
rights of children. How should Christians view this? What are the effects of less disciplined children in 
society? Is there a relationship between undisciplined children and child abuse?

3.  Why are guidelines for using the rod so important? Which guidelines seem especially important? 
Numerous verses are given from Proverbs concerning the use of the rod. What additional verses and 
principles have you found helpful? How early should the rod be used?

4.  Training incorrectly by default is a common problem. How can parents avoid these incorrect patterns?
5.  Proper rewards and punishments take much wisdom. What are wise responses to the following types of 

misbehavior? 1) child forgets to make his bed in the morning; 2) child has rude habits such as burping; 
3) child does not like to share toys; 4) child has a habit of biting, pinching, etc.; 5) child bursts into tears 
when he doesn’t get his way (as a pattern); 6) child is rowdy when company is present.
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Lesson 15

Child Training (cont’d)
(Chapter 6, pp. 198-219)

Scriptural Background
II Timothy 3:1-5
Ephesians 4:26-32; 6:4
Colossians 3:21

Key Concepts
1.  Understanding a child’s characteristics, needs, and abilities at different age levels is important for 

effective training.
2.  Children need wholesome activities; many activities offered by the world are detrimental to childhood 

and to godly training.
3.  Anger is destructive in the home.
4.  Adopted children are normal in their need for love, security, and discipline; adoption presents special 

challenges to parents.

Study Guide
1.  Name a number of things that are important for proper development in the baby’s first year. Describe 

communication at this age.
2.  What needs besides touch and closeness does a baby have in the second year? What kinds of exploration 

need special supervision? What kinds of activities are important?
3.  What are outstanding characteristics of the preschooler? What should be the training goals of parents for 

the preschooler? List good and bad activities for preschoolers.
4.  To what sorts of things is the 7-12-year-old especially sensitive? What are some of the prominent needs? 

List good and bad activities.
5.  What changes does a teenager experience? What changes are necessary in the way parents relate to a 

teenager? What factors are important for effective communication? List good and bad activities.
6.  List several important economic principles children need to be taught. List various ways parents can 

teach financial responsibility to their children. What pressures from society do Christian parents face in 
teaching their young people wise financial policies?

7.  List various kinds of anger. In several sentences, tell why an uncontrolled temper is so destructive. To 
whom should the problem of anger be acknowledged? What positive steps are necessary in overcom-
ing anger? How do people commonly justify anger? How is anger both involuntary and subject to 
our control?

8.  What three criticisms are offered against day-care centers? In the U.S. what percentage of mothers with 
preschool children hold jobs?

9.  What factors have led to the difficulty in adopting children?
10. What are three common ways to adopt a child?
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11. How is adoption like having a child by natural birth? How is it different?
12. Under normal circumstances, should an adopted child know he is adopted? What sort of information 

may be damaging for the child to know?
13. How do adopted children sometimes try to play upon their situation for selfish advantage? How should 

parents respond?
14. What special challenges do parents of adopted children face when the children are of a different race? 

How do these challenges change as the child grows older?

Discussion Guide
1. What problems do parents typically face when they do not take age levels into account (i.e., begin spank-

ing too early or too late)? What misconceptions regarding children and childhood development have 
influenced our society? What reading materials have you found a blessing to your children? What read-
ing materials should be avoided?

2. What guidelines should parents have for modern activities-toys, electronic games, four-wheelers, etc.? 
How should parents handle differences between their standards and the standards of a home they are 
visiting? (For example, they may allow games of an educational nature only, but when they visit their 
cousins, all sorts of games are available.) Older people often comment that in their childhood, they had 
fewer and simpler toys. Should parents today limit the amount of toys and games they buy?

3. How should parents handle the earnings of their young people? How can they best teach 
financial responsibility?

4. What are some of the misconceptions in popular psychology regarding anger? What are the effects of an 
uncontrolled temper in a family? What should be done when a parent has a problem with temper but is 
not willing to acknowledge it?

5. Is getting a baby-sitter always wrong? Is it always wrong for a mother to work away from home? If we 
discourage mothers from working out and getting baby-sitters, should we do baby-sitting for such?

6. How can attitudes in the church and the extended family help or hinder the adopted child?
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Lesson 16

The Home and the Church
(Chapter 7, pp. 221-240)

Scriptural Background
Ephesians 4:1-16
I Peter 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:24, 25

Key Concepts
1.  The church is the assembly of those called out of the world through the redemptive work of Jesus.
2.  The meetings and activities of the church should be of a nature to strengthen homes and support the 

goals of Christian parents.
3.  Families should be supportive of the functions of the church.
4.  Christian homes should set aside the Lord’s Day for worship, rest, and extending God’s kingdom.

Study Guide
1.  What is the literal meaning of church? How is the word commonly misunderstood today?
2.  What is Christ’s relation to the church? What are common figures of speech used in the New Testament 

to describe Christ and the church?
3.  Contrast the Biblical view of membership with the view of membership popular in many churches today. 

As members view the church and membership correctly, how do they demonstrate their interdependence?
4.  The church is a called out assembly. How does this affect their view of citizenship? the use of force? 

participation in earthly warfare?
5.  How does much church activity undermine family unity? What kinds of activities in many churches 

detract from the spiritual nature and goals of the church?
6.  How might the church usurp parental responsibilities?
7.  How can parents support the church?
8.  List ways family loyalties can be detrimental to church unity. How does Luke 14:26 provide guidance for 

this problem?
9.  What are the benefits and dangers of family planned social activities? What are the benefits and dangers 

of social activities being planned by a youth sponsor?
10.  List some dos and don’ts for receiving young Christians into church fellowship. List three things that are 

important for cooperation between parents and church leaders in dealing with young church members. 
How do parents sometimes hinder the work of church leaders?

11.  When was the Sabbath instituted? What were some things the Law permitted on the Sabbath? How had 
the intent of the Sabbath been obscured at the time of Jesus?

12.  What are some things the early Christians did on the Lord’s Day? Beyond the matter of right and 
wrong, what should guide Christians today in deciding what to do or what not to do on the Lord’s Day?
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Discussion Guide
1.  Is the popular, noncommittal view of church membership affecting conservative Mennonites? What are 

ways we could deepen the level of interdependence?
2.  Is there too much activity planned by the church (to the detriment of healthy family interaction)? 

When there is too much activity, what can be done about it? What kinds of church activities are benefi-
cial to the family?

3.  What are some guidelines for dealing with the problem of unhealthy family loyalties in the church?
4.  Are there ways in which the Lord’s Day is being ignored today? How should Christians handle the 

increasing pressures in the work world to treat the Lord’s Day as any other day? Consider the list on p. 
239- what are guidelines for a proper view of these activities?
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Lesson 17

Understanding Handicaps
(Chapter 8, pp. 241-257)

Scriptural Background
Romans 8:22,23
II Corinthians 12:7-9
Leviticus 19:14

Key Concepts
1.  Trouble, pain, and sickness are part of this present world order.
2.  Both God and Satan have plans and purposes in the troubles Christians face.
3.  Proper attitudes are the key for God to have His way in a suffering Christian’s life.
4.  Christians should understand and observe proper courtesies in relating to those with handicaps.

Study Guide
1.  In trouble, God’s people do not always keep a clear perspective. How did Job feel? How did 

Asaph feel? How did the writer of Ecclesiastes feel?
2.  What does Romans 8:22, 23 tell us about this present world order?
3.  List several things that may be the cause of trouble and sickness in a person’s life. In John 9:1-3, what did 

Jesus say about the purpose of one man’s blindness?
4.  According to James 5:14, 15, what should Christians do when they are sick? What exemplary attitude 

did Paul have when he prayed concerning his “thorn”?
5.  Describe the importance of faith in times of trouble. In your own words write a definition for faith. List 

several verses that encourage faith.
6.  Look up the meaning of the Greek word translated meekness in the New Testament. Why is meekness 

important in times of trouble? What are our natural responses to trouble?
7.  According to Philippians 4:6, what is the purpose of prayer? In your own words tell what it means to 

have an attitude of prayer.
8.  Why is thanksgiving difficult in times of trouble? How is it possible?
9.  List the wrong attitudes one may develop in times of trouble. How can we distinguish between presump-

tion and faith? How do people sometimes use their troubles to selfish advantage?
10.  What is a handicap? Describe various ways a person may have received a handicap and the trials result-

ing from it.
11.  Read the guidelines on p. 250 for coping with a physical handicap. In your experience with those with 

a handicap, which of these guidelines seem to be especially important (or especially difficult)? Are there 
other guidelines you would add?

12.  From Leviticus 19:14, what do we learn about God’s attitude toward those with a handicap? What does 
Exodus 4:11 add to our understanding? How can parents teach their children proper ways of relating to 
those with handicaps?
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13.  What new ideas did you receive from this section for relating to the blind? the deaf? a person in a wheel-
chair? a person using crutches? someone bedfast?

14.  What struggles do parents typically face when they have a child with a mental handicap? What can oth-
ers do to help parents who have a mentally handicapped child?

Discussion Guide
1.  What are some unbiblical views about sickness among professing Christians? Do Christians demonstrate 

more faith in doctors today than in God? When should anointing with oil take place? Should there be 
more miracles experienced among God’s people today?

2.  Why is it difficult to maintain right attitudes in times of trouble? Both right attitudes and wrong 
attitudes are discussed in the book. What blessings have you seen in the lives of those who have right 
attitudes? What are the effects of wrong attitudes? How can someone with wrong attitudes be helped?

3.  How can homes and churches teach proper courtesies in relating to the handicapped? Why are these 
courtesies important?
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Lesson 18

Facing Old Age and Death
(Chapter 8, pp. 257-283)

Scriptural Background
Exodus 20:12
Ecclesiastes 12:1-7
I Timothy 5:4-8
Matthew 15:3-6

Key Concepts
1.  The primary responsibility for the care of aging parents lies with their family.
2.  The Western world is not minded or geared to familial care of the elderly.
3.  Understanding the elderly is important in providing for their needs.
4.  A Christian should make proper preparation for death.
5.  In an age of increasing technology, Christians need to think through the ethics of medical care.
6.  One who loses a companion faces special temptations and requires the grace of God and support of fam-

ily and Christian friends.

Study Guide
1.  What Scriptures indicate the responsibility for the elderly lies first with the family? How have Menno-

nites and Amish traditionally provided for aged parents?
2.  How do parents prepare for the quality of their care long before they need it? Why are family relation-

ships so important in care for the elderly?
3.  What is there about the pace of life in the Western world that makes caring for the aged so difficult?
4.  Why do older people find change difficult?
5.  How did people in Jesus’ day avoid responsibility for their parents? What reasons do people have today 

for not caring for their parents?
6.  What kinds of illnesses do the elderly commonly have that make care necessary, but difficult?
7.  Why is it important to keep older people in familiar surroundings as much as possible?
8.  What is circular communication? How can it be avoided?
9.  Explain lines of territory in the context of a parent moving in with a family. Why is it important to 

establish and respect lines of territory?
10.  Why is it important for a care giver to care for his (her) own needs in the process of giving care? What 

are some checks a care giver can give himself?
11.  What is the common emotional pattern for someone who loses a loved one? What struggles are common 

for the grieving period? What is important for working through these struggles? Why do people some-
times feel guilty when they begin to find healing for their grief?

12.  Why is a will an important preparation for death?
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13.  What funeral arrangements can be made in advance? Why is it important to make these 
advance arrangements?

14.  Why is it important to think through the ethics of medical treatment? List some ethics that should guide 
Christians in making decisions about medical treatment.

15.  What are some safeguards a widowed person should take to prevent unwise decisions? Under what 
conditions does remarriage (following the death of a companion) require special wisdom?

16.  What temptations do people face who lose a companion? What steps can they take to overcome 
these temptations?

Discussion Guide
1.  Are children automatically responsible to care for an elderly parent? What if the parent doesn’t want care 

among family members? What if the children have sickness or troubles of their own that make such care 
overwhelming? What if some of the children are not willing to help with care? Should an aged parent be 
placed in a care center if he has care needs beyond what a family can provide? What if this is against the 
parent’s will?

2.  What steps should family members be taking ahead of needing to provide care for elderly parents that 
would make that care easier? When should such things as a will and advance funeral plans be made?

3.  What kinds of medical technology give rise to ethical questions for Christians? Why is it important to 
discuss these issues before actually needing to make decisions? Should Christians make a “living will” 
(which requests that artificial life support systems not be used to prolong life when death is imminent)?

4.  What are things friends can and cannot do when someone loses a companion? How can friends help 
someone who stays in the grieving period instead of moving on to healing?
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Lesson 19

Wayward Children
(Chapter 9, pp. 285-295)

Scriptural Background
Genesis 18:19
I Samuel 2:12-36; 3:13

Key Concepts
1. Waywardness in children may stem from a variety of factors, but always calls for painful self-examina-

tion in parents.
2. When parents fail as parents, they need to be clear and thorough in repentance.
3.  Failing to restrain disobedient children amounts to honoring them above the Lord, and the Lord brings 

serious reproofs to parents who do so.
4.  The Scriptural principles involved in praying for the lost are learned through brokenness in the actual 

practice of prayer.

Study Guide
1.  List some of the ways children may become wayward. Describe how parents typically feel when they 

realize a child is wayward.
2.  Describe the principle of sin in relation to Christian training. Who ultimately becomes responsible 

for waywardness?
3.  What was Eli’s sin regarding his sons? How did God describe this in I Samuel 2:29?
4.  How do parents sometimes abuse their parental authority? What is the result?
5.  What is the effect of parents dishonoring authority figures over them? Who are some of 

these authorities?
6.  What are some ways parents may demonstrate inconsistency? Why is this a special hurdle for young 

people? How do young people sometimes hide behind this?
7.  What are some of the contradictions in child training that arise when parents are materialistic?
8.  What does the Bible say about this world? about friendship with this world? about the world in relation 

to God? What happens when parents are worldly in their desires and attitudes?
9.  What are some things in which parents may become overinvolved to the neglect of their families? How 

do children respond to this?
10.  In what ways are children sometimes exposed to the counsel of the ungodly?
11.  Why do parents need to be willing to examine themselves when their children are wayward? What cau-

tions should they observe in this self-examination? How should they view their wrongs?
12.  In relating to wayward children, why is nagging or begging counterproductive?
13.  Why is tension actually necessary when children are wayward? Explain right and wrong kinds of tension 

in such situations.
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14.  What is emotional pressure? Why is it detrimental rather than helpful in bringing wayward youths to 
the Lord?

15.  How are parents tempted to protect wayward children from the consequences of their disobedience? 
How is parental guilt a factor in such temptations? What are the results of improper protectiveness?

16.  What measures did the Law prescribe for incorrigible disobedience in young people? What does this say 
about the matter of control in a home? ·

17.  List the principles of praying for the lost. Describe prayer as spiritual battle. Why must prayer for the lost 
be persistent?

Discussion Guide
1.  What is the Biblical balance between individual responsibility for one’s spiritual condition and parental 

responsibility? What are the effects of being imbalanced either way on this matter?
2.  What lessons do we learn from Eli regarding parental responsibility? What lessons do we learn from 

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 regarding individual responsibility? What might have been the results had Eli 
followed the legal requirements of Deuteronomy 21:18-21?

3.  When there is a general waywardness in young people (in a given group), what does this indicate? What 
can parents of wayward children do to be sure they have searched their lives adequately and are growing 
spiritually as the Lord desires? How can they safeguard against nagging, compromising, and exerting 
emotional pressure?

4.  What insights in prayer do Ephesians 6 and II Corinthians 10 offer? What may be some errone-
ous concepts today about prayer as spiritual battle? How can parents exercise faith in praying for way  
ward children?
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Lesson 20

Wayward Adults
(Chapter 9, pp. 296-312)

Scriptural Background
Psalm 27:10
Hosea 2:1-7
I Peter 3:1, 2

Key Concepts
1.  The situation of Christian children with wayward parents presents something of a role reversal, and the 

children face special challenges in honoring their parents.
2.  A wayward partner demonstrates spiritual treachery that is often paralleled with marital treachery; the 

pain in the heart of the faithful companion is mirrored in the heart of God.
3.  Restoring a broken marriage must honor God’s principles to be solid and to avoid a repeated breakdown.

Study Guide
1.  When parents are wayward, how is the relationship backward for their children?
2.  What temptation do children face regarding responsibility for waywardness in their parents? Name two 

basic causes for waywardness in adults (besides indwelling sin).
3.  What two principles guide those who are under non-Christian authorities? Why is honor especially 

important when authorities are not Christian?
4.  Why is it generally unprofitable to try to correct an errant parent?
5.  How are children tempted to use wrongly the faults of wayward parents? What makes this so subtle?
6.  What are the normal results of arguing? What alternatives are there to arguing?
7.  List some examples of people in the Bible who exercised faith when under non-Christian authorities. 

What are two ways faith finds expression in such situations?
8.  What should children do whose parents forbid what God has commanded or command what God has 

forbidden? How can such confrontations sometimes be avoided? What must be the attitude and commit-
ment of those who need to obey God rather than men?

9.  What Old Testament prophet experienced treachery in his marriage and became an example to the 
Israelites of God’s fidelity and love?

10.  List some things that are important for a believer not to do when he has a wayward partner.
11.  What are some things that are important for friends of those with a wayward partner to observe?
12.  How does Malachi 2:11ff show a similar cause for marital unfaithfulness and spiritual backsliding? What 

are the implications of this principle as applied to a group?
13.  What is necessary church action in the case of adultery? What is necessary when there is repentance 

from adultery?
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14.  How does God’s relationship with Israel give guidance for a person whose partner is unrepentant in 
marital unfaithfulness?

15.  What should be the first concern of a person with an unfaithful partner?
16.  List the principles necessary to follow in restoring a broken marriage. What kinds of communication 

patterns must be renounced for restoration to occur?· Why is forgiveness so important in restoring 
a marriage?

Discussion Guide
1.  What kinds of problems do children face who have wayward parents? What are some practical ways chil-

dren can honor wayward parents? What is the responsibility of grown children (away from home) when 
they know their parents’ life-style is harmful to children still at home? (For example, a parent is harsh, 
demanding, and unreasonable in such things as work responsibilities and social interaction; or a single 
parent invites ungodly partners into the home; or a parent is involved in extremist organizations; or a 
parent has strange habits or rituals--eating requirements, washing requirements, clothing requirements.)

2.  When a partner turns wayward, what kinds of self-examination are proper for the faithful partner? 
When family members or friends see ways a hurting partner is responsible for his own hurt, how can 
they best help?

3. How does a faithful partner handle the demands and wishes of an unfaithful companion? If a faith ful 
partner does not hide the sin of an unfaithful partner (drunkenness or abuse, for example), how does 
he (she) handle the anger and the accusations that result? If separation from a three-way relationship 
is legitimate (where there is ongoing adultery), are there other legitimate reasons for separation (for 
example, physical abuse)? If physical abuse is grounds for separation, is emotional abuse? How can we 
safeguard ourselves from rationalizing wrong action in “solving” difficult marriage problems?

4. What arc some of the dangers associated with restoring a broken marriage? How can couples who want 
restoration avoid a surface approach to their problems? How can a faithful partner forgive treachery? 
How can friends hinder or help in these difficulties?
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