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Lesson 1: Birth of Swiss Anabaptism (Chapters 1, 2)

Study Guide
 1. the Catholic Church
 2. From A. D. 30 to 41, the church’s home base was Jerusalem. From A.D. 41 to 65, during the time of Paul’s 

missionary journeys, the church center seemed to be Antioch, Syria. From A.D. 65 to 95, Ephesus seemed 
to be the leading center of Christianity. The Gospel spread throughout the Roman Empire, and with the 
merging of church and state, Rome became the “Capital” of Christianity.

 3. Asceticism is the practice of extreme self-denial in the belief this merits favor with God. In the early 200s 
this began to infiltrate Christianity. While it may appear to be godliness, in reality, it undermines the work 
of Christ on our behalf.

 4. Examples: Ecclesiastical orders, with the Pope at the top. The priesthood. The sacraments as means of 
grace. Ceremonialism. Prayer to saints. Adoration of relics. Infant baptism. Purgatory.

 5. Greek Orthodox Church
 6. c
 7. Grebel’s schooling began with seven years in Latin school. He studied a winter at the University of Basel 

and two years at the University of Vienna. He then spent some time at the University of Paris and later 
returned to Zurich to study under Zwingli.

 8. Romans 1:17
 9. Luther observed John Tetzel selling indulgences.
 10. Luther was hidden for eleven months in a castle to safeguard him from Catholic officials.
 11. First, by “converting” the whole population to Lutheranism, he obviously included not only those who 

wanted to be godly, but many who had no intention of it. Second, he emphasized justification by faith so 
strongly that many believed their actions, including their sinful actions, were of no consequence.

 12. Zurich, Switzerland
 13. The mass, fasts, pilgrimages, indulgences, purgatory, saint worship, confession to priests, clerical celibacy, 

monasticism, popery, infant baptism, and “holy” relics.
 14. Zwingli was killed in battle with the Catholics.
 15. Conrad Grebel
 16. Zwingli wanted the support of the city council, and he waited to make changes until he was sure they 

would go along with him.
 17. Ahead of 1525, Zwingli had said it were better not to baptize infants, but to wait until they came to years of 

understanding; but sensing the city council was not ready to change to believer’s baptism, he began teach-
ing infant baptism, eventually basing this on Old Testament circumcision.

 18. Infant baptism vs. believer’s baptism.
 19. Conrad Grebel baptized George Blaurock on January 21, 1525.
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Lesson 2: The Swiss Brethren and Their Leaders (Chapter 3)

Study Guide
 1. Manz’s father was a Catholic priest in Zurich.
 2. Manz was well educated in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.
 3. Manz believed Christians should be ready to share with the needy.
 4. Grüningen
 5. Grebel, Manz, and Blaurock vs. Zwingli.
 6. They were sentenced to live on beds of straw in the New Tower, on a diet of bread and water, until they 

should die and rot.
 7. 1526, plague
 8. Grüningen
 9. His hands were tied and slipped over his bent knees. A stick was placed between his legs and arms, and he 

was thrown into the Limmat River to drown.
 10. his mother
 11. “Into Thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” (in Latin)
 12. George was a “tall, powerful figure with fiery eyes, black hair and a small bald spot,” being also a bold and 

outspoken preacher.
 13. In Zollikon, as the priest was going to preach, George asked him what he intended to do. When the priest 

said he would preach, George replied, “You were not sent to preach; it was I.” At Hinwyl, George went into 
a church and without waiting for the pastor to begin, he went to the pulpit and began preaching.

 14. Blaurock was not a citizen of Zurich.
 15. Blaurock was stripped to the waist and beaten with rods out of the city.
 16. He traveled about extensively, preaching and baptizing many believers.
 17. Blaurock was arrested, imprisoned, severely tortured, and then burned at the stake.
 18. Sattler was nauseated with the carnality of the monks and priests.
 19. Capito and Butzer
 20. The reformers taught the church was a “people’s church,” enclosing the whole populace and performing 

necessary earthly government. Sattler, on the other hand, believed the church was made up only of believ-
ing members, whose heavenly citizenship gave them an inner estrangement to the world.

 21. Sattler presided over the conference of Swiss Anabaptists at Schleitheim and wrote the confession which 
the group adopted.

 22. eleven weeks
 23. They defined heresy as any teaching which differed from Catholic teachings. Peter spoke of heresies as the 

teachings of false teachers (II Pet. 2:1). In the verses just ahead of this, he had referred to the “sure word of 
prophecy.” That which agrees with the Word, then, is truth; heresy is that which does not agree with the 
Word of God.

 24. Sattler was severely tortured. His tongue was cut out, his body torn a total of seven times with red hot 
tongs, and then he was burned at the stake.

 25. Sattler’s wife was martyred by drowning in the Neckar River.
 26. In late 1527 or early 1528.
 27. Marpeck lost his property and his job as mine magistrate.
 28. engineer, until his death
 29. his writings
 30. severe persecution
 31. Eberli Bolt was the first known Swiss Anabaptist martyr. John Landis was the last; he was beheaded.
 32. The Dutch government requested the officials at Zurich and Berne to sell the land they had confiscated 

from the Brethren and give the money to their relief.
 33. The “Anabaptist Commission” was a special governmental department in Berne, Switzerland to suppress 

the Swiss Brethren.
 34. the Palatinate
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 35. For a time the Swiss Anabaptists were given exemption, but then this was changed to non-exemption, 
except they could do noncombatant service. At first they opposed this, but later they accepted it and even-
tually many came even to accept full military duty.

 36. 1693
 37. shunning
 38. (1) The status of a woman who had lied.
 (2) The status of members of the state church who were kindly toward the Anabaptists.

(3) Clothing regulations.
 39. (1) They wanted Communion to be held every week.
 (2) They wanted baptisms to be by immersion.
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Lesson 3: The Swiss Brethren in Other Lands (Chapter 4)

Study Guide
 1. Strasburg
 2. The city opposed Anabaptism by imprisonment or banishment and various laws, but no Anabaptists were 

martyred in the city.
 3. Meetings were held in barns or forests. The spoken language was German. Singing was from the Psalms.
 4. King Ferdinand
 5. The officials in Berne, Switzerland engaged in severe persecution.
 6. The Duke of Zweibrucken noted that the Anabaptists had improved both the land productivity and stock 

quality.
 7. (1) the oath (2) military service
 8. Napoleon
 9. The Anabaptists were faced with the alternatives either to give up nonresistance or to migrate. Many emi-

grated to North America. Those who stayed were forced to serve military duty.
 10. King Louis XIV banished Mennonites from Alsace.
 11. In Montebeliard, Mennonites were able to have their own cemetery and their own school, and they were 

exempt from swearing oaths.
 12. Montebeliard came under French control.
 13. It changed “faith” so often—five times in fifty years.
 14. The concessions included the privilege to hold worship services. The limitations were that no more than 20 

could assemble at one time, people of other denominations were not permitted to join the Mennonites nor 
attend their meetings. For this privilege, the Mennonites were taxed.

 15. Examples: They were taxed for nearly every toleration (including such things as burial privileges, though 
this is not stated in the text). They could not live in the cities. They could not practice trades. Marriages 
were made difficult. Land sold to them could at times be reclaimed.

 16. the Dutch Mennonites
 17. Pennsylvania
 18. “. . . he who does not recant shall be burned up.”
 19. German farmers were welcomed into Galicia, a former Polish district, in 1772. But many of them moved 

on to South Russia. In the late 1800s others migrated to Minnesota and Kansas.
 20. Jacob Wiedemann
 21. Austerlitz
 22. Auspitz
 23. The Hutterian Brethren in Moravia received little persecution during the latter half of the 1500s. They 

expanded numerically to 70,000 according to one estimate.
 24. the Jesuits (Note: The attempts to exterminate the Hutterians by Catholic armies during the Thirty Years War in 

the 1600s and by the Jesuits in the 1700s [in Hungary and Transylvania] present some of the most terrible and 
gruesome accounts in all history.)

 25. (1) The Smith Group (2) The Darius Group (3) The Teacher Group
 26. The four young men were imprisoned in Alcatraz, where they were made to sleep on cold concrete with 

almost no clothing. They were refused food. They were beaten. In another federal prison in Kansas they 
were further mistreated (including being hung by their arms in chains so their toes barely touched the 
floor). Two of the men died.

 27. in Canada
 28. Eberhard Arnold
 29. From the parent Bruderhof in Germany several others were established, some in England. The German 

colony was broken up by Hitler’s army. Those which survived in England took the name Society of Brothers.
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Lesson 4: Birth of the Mennonites (Chapters 5, 6)

Study Guide
 1. Martin Luther
 1. (Incarnation)—Hoffman believed Jesus inherited nothing from Mary. (Himself)—Hoffman believed he 

was Elijah.
(Christ’s return)—Hoffman taught Jesus would return in 1533.
(The church)— Saints should wait for Jesus’ earthly kingdom, meanwhile being subject to earthly 

governments.
 3. He spent the last ten years of his life in prison; there he died, sick and apparently disillusioned.
 3. Obbe Philips was baptized by Dirck Kuiper and Bartholomew Bookbinder, who had been baptized by 

John Matthys, who had been baptized by Trijpmaker, who in turn had been baptized by Hoffman. Dirck 
Philips was baptized by Peter Woodsawer another disciple of John Matthys.

 4. Matthys had been baptized by Trijpmaker and was a “Melchiorite.”
 5. infant baptism
 6. “the Zion of God”
 7. Matthys took over Münster. When it was surrounded by an army, he went out to fight, believing he was a 

second Gideon, and was killed.
 8. With the city of Münster under seige, Bockelson took numerous wives and took over the food stores of the 

city. Then while the people began to starve, he lived high until the city was betrayed and overthrown. He 
was executed and his body was displayed in an iron cage on a church tower.

 10. Obbe Philips
 11. Antinomianism is the belief that under the Gospel of grace, one is not under obligation to obey moral laws 

because faith alone is necessary.
 12. To escape persecution, Joris disguised himself and lived under an assumed name until his death, an indication 

that he may well have been hypocritical all along.
 13. (1) He taught his followers to plunder churches. (2) He practiced polygamy. (3) He taught a community of 

goods. (4) He taught that the sword must be used to establish God’s kingdom (though not until the right 
time).

 14. Examples:
(Melchiorites)—The Anabaptists believed Jesus’ coming was unknown and would usher in eternity with 

God; this was their hope. Hofmann’s date setting and emphasis on earthly rulership was a discredit to the 
Anabaptists’ true hope.

(Münsterites)—The true aim of the Anabaptists concerning the kingdom was to build it through the salva-
tion of souls. Because of the Münster episode, many antagonists of Anabaptism accused them of really wanting 
to overthrow earthly governments and set up an earthly kingdom. (Davidians)—The Anabaptists taught holi-
ness of life and integrity. Joris’ dim view of sin and his own hypocrisy caused many to discredit the witness of 
the Anabaptists against sin and hypocrisy. (Batenbergers)—Again, the immorality, hypocrisy, and use of force 
discredited the holy, pure, and spiritual goals of true Anabaptists.

 15. Obbe Philips
 16. “By their threatenings of damnation they terrorized the hearts in such a measure that no one had the cour-

age to contradict them.”
 17. They prophesied that no more blood of Christians would be shed on earth. Shortly thereafter these very 

men were captured and executed.
 18. He had a deep grief and also a compassion for the many who were deceived.
 19. Obbe Philips (Note: Some question whether Obbe baptized Menno since Menno apparently had not yet left his 

Catholic pulpit, and knowing Obbe’s strict interpretation of the ban.)
 20. (1) The Obbenites held to a stricter view of shunning. (2) The Obbenites believed Jesus had received noth-

ing physically from Mary.
 21. a study of the Bible
 22. One day while observing the mass, he began to have doubts about the Catholic belief in transubstantiation.
 23. The Word of God and nothing else was the ultimate authority in all matters of faith.
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 24. baptism
 25. Menno became convicted because these people were willing to suffer and die for error while he was not 

willing to give anything for truth.
 26. nine months
 27. A number of Obbenites came to him asking him to accept leadership. This they did twice before he finally 

accepted.
 28. Obbe Philips lost courage, laid down his ministry, and left the brotherhood.
 29. He traveled about holding secret meetings, and he wrote and published books for distribution.
 30. The Emperor was tempting members of Anabaptism to betray Menno. There was the condition that they 

must renounce Anabaptism. They would receive 100 gold pieces.
 31. Menno spent his last years in Wuestenfelde writing and working to resolve differences on the issue of the 

ban.
 32. the ban
 33. 25
 34. He was poor. He needed to move from place to place. He often could not be with and care for his family.
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Lesson 5: Mennonites in the Netherlands and Russia (Chapters 7-9)

Study Guide
 1. Menno Simons, Gillis of Aachen, Dirck Philips, and Leonard Bouwens
 2. Enchiridion
 3. He recanted, but was nonetheless beheaded.
 4. 10,252
 5. 1,500
 6. church discipline (the ban)
 7. the Dordrecht Confession of Faith
 8. Because there was a certain amount of toleration for the Mennonites, they increased numerically, but 

seemed to decline spiritually.
 9. The Amsterdam Seminary was established to help build the church. It was conservative in doctrine for 

nearly a hundred years, but was rather poorly supported.
 10. Allgemeene Doopsgezinde Societeit (General Mennonite Society), 1811.
 11. Dutch Anabaptists in the mid-twentieth century were liberal in doctrine and practice, generally entering 

into Dutch politics and culture. A few seemed to be heading a new movement away from participation 
in war. Baptized membership was approximately 45,000. (Presently the membership is slightly less than 
25,000.)

 12. 600
 13. Gillis
 14. Thomas of Imbroich and George Friesen
 15. A large group of Mennonites met and drafted a statement of church practice called the “Concept of 

Cologne.”
 16. Crefeld
 17. Menno Simons debated with John a’Lasco in 1544. In 1578 a debate of 124 sessions was held between the 

Mennonites and the Reformed.
 18. Seven Mennonite leaders met for a conference. Adam Pastor and Francis Kuiper were found to be unsound 

on a number of doctrines and were excommunicated.
 19. at Wuestenfelde in Holstein
 20. They were productive in farming, industry, and fishing.
 21. mode of baptism
 22. Gerhard Roosen
 23. Conversation on Saving Faith
 24. Dirck Philips
 25. They were divided over strictness in church discipline. After the Friesian buildings were destroyed by the 

Russians in 1813, the congregations were united.
 26. They were uprooted. Many people were killed; others became refugees in Germany; a few migrated.
 27. South Russia needed settlers. A Russian count had observed the excellent farming practices of the Prussian 

Mennonites, and knowing their hardships, arranged a special invitation from the Russian government.
 28. the Black Sea
 29. The first years were hard. After 25 years, some began to grow more wealthy, then more and more became 

rich. As the years passed, however, a decreasing percentage began to own an increasing amount of land.
 30. Johann Cornies
 31. They seemed to grow cold, becoming more traditional than spiritual.
 32. (Westward)—The Russian government spoke of withdrawing military exemptions they had promised, and 

in the 1870s about 18,000 Russian Mennonites moved to the U.S. and Canada. (Eastward)—Claas Epp 
led a group of Russian Mennonites eastward in 1880 to escape persecution from the antichrist, supposedly 
coming from the West.

 33. Bolshevik Revolution
 34. Canada, Paraguay, Brazil, United States. Germany, and Mexico

Copyrighted material. May not be reproduced without permission from the publisher.



8

Lesson 6: Mennonites in North America (Chapters 10-12)

Study Guide
 1. Germantown
 2. William Rittenhouse
 3. They came from the German Palatinate and settled in eastern Pennsylvania.
 4. the Napoleonic Wars
 5. Alsace
 6. Sea voyages were long and difficult. Delays, difficulties, and disappointments abounded. Land was often 

cheap, but work and conditions in the New World were hard.
 7. 1873-1880 and 1923-1928 (see pp. 97, 98)
 8. Lancaster and Franconia, Pennsylvania
 9. c
 10. Mennonite Church
 11. John F. Funk
 12. Daniel Kauffman
 13. To provide opportunity for Mennonite ministers from all over the country to get together for fellowship 

and discussion of church problems.
 14. Example: Probably if anything, schisms have increased.
 15. The Mennonite Church
 16. Amish Mennonites
 17. a. Communion is given only to members in good standing.
 b. Women should wear the veiling, particularly in worship.
 c. Opposed to participation in war and the use of litigation as well as memberships wherein one would 

indirectly participate in these things.
 d. Refuse to swear oaths; rather, give a solemn affirmation.
 e. Simplicity in attire, avoiding also jewelry.
 f. Unpretentious worship without external aids such as musical instruments, works of art, candles, etc.
 g. A minister is considered a brother; often a plural ministry is used, and sometimes ministers have no formal 

training.
 h. Marriages are to be only with those of like faith.
 i. Public officeholding which would cause one to violate the principles of love and nonresistance is avoided.
 18. Oberholtzer refused to wear a plain coat, urged minutes to be kept of conference meetings, and wrote and 

promoted a conference constitution.
 19. Examples: Oberholtzer was not opposed to the use of litigation. He permitted intermarriage with those of 

other denominations.
 20. Simplicity in attire and the woman’s veiling were abandoned. Worship services were embellished with 

instruments. Discipline was reduced to almost nothing. A very weak position was taken on nonparticipa-
tion in war and membership in secret lodges.

 21. General Conference of the Mennonite Church
 22. “In essentials unity, in nonessentials liberty.’
 23. Russian Mennonites
 24. There are loosely structured district conferences, but membership in General Conference is membership by 

congregation, not by district conference.
 25. The Mennonite Brethren Church began as an awakening among Mennonites in Russia.
 26. a. A definite conversion experience is required for church membership.
 b. Baptism by immersion is the only recognized form.
 c. Members should promote the Gospel among their associates.
 27. The Old Order Amish hold new inventions in suspect and rarely adopt them.
 28. A typical meeting is held in a home. The preaching and singing (from the Ausbund) are done in German, 

and both tend to be lengthy. Following the meeting, a meal is shared.
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 29. Amish tend to have little influence from outside culture. They are industrious workers, have strong family 
ties, and are generally law abiding. But being steeped in tradition, they tend to do almost no evangelism, 
and the spiritual awareness and life is often very low, permitting unworthy practices, especially among 
their young people.

 30. They teach a second work of grace wherein instantaneous and complete sanctification is attained.
 31. They are actively evangelistic among the lost about them.
 32. They oppose such things as the Sunday school, evening meetings, and evangelistic meetings.
 33. John Holdeman believed he had received special revelations and was called of God to preach.
 34. The Nebraska-Minnesota Conference joined with the Illinois group known as Defenceless Mennonites to 

form the Evangelical Mennonite Brethren. They permit baptism either by pouring or by immersion.
 35. They emphasize Spirit baptism as separate from regeneration and teach that healing of the body is provided 

for in Jesus’ atonement.
 36. Kleine Gemeinde
 37. To return to the Biblical teaching of Menno Simons.
 38. a. Martyr’s Mirror, b. Enchiridion, c. School Management, d. Bible Doctrine, (later revised as Doctrines of the 

Bible), e. Modern Religious Liberalism, f. Schleitheim Confession, g. Dordrecht Confession.
 39. The oldest Anabaptist hymnal is the Ausbund. The first American hymnal was Zion’s Harp, produced in 

Franconia. The Hannonia Sacra was popular in Virginia, receiving some twenty editions. The Church and 
Sunday School Hymnal, and more recently, the Church Hymnal have been widely used among conservative 
Mennonites. The Mennonite Hymnary, published in 1940, has been the hymnal of General Conference 
Mennonites. (Note: “The Christian Hymnary,” compiled by John Overholt and first published in 1972, is probably 
the most significant Mennonite hymnal of recent times.)
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Lesson 7: Mennonite Theology—Major Doctrines (Chapter 13, pp. 137-147)

Study Guide
 1. Biblical
 2. b
 3. Confession of the Triune, Eternal, and True God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
 4. Example: “Who is as high as heaven, deeper than hell, lower than earth and broader than the sea.”
 5. He is “inexpressible, incomprehensible, and indescribable.”
 6. He became a “true, visible, passive, hungry, thirsty and mortal man.”
 7. Isaiah
 8. They simply said that rather than try to explain it, they would content themselves with “the declaration 

which the worthy evangelists [Gospel writers] have given.”
 9. Examples: He describes the Holy Spirit as “incomprehensible, inexpressible and indescribable,” even as 

God the Father and the Son. He says the Holy Spirit is inseparable from the Father and the Son and that 
we baptize in His name, even as in the name of the Father and the Son. Further, he shows that through 
Him prophets prophesied and performed miracles.

 10. He is the “Distributor of the gifts of God, and that according to His will.”
 11. “Although they are three, yet in godliness, will, power and operation they are one.”
 12. It is unmerciful, unjust, unclean, not peaceable, impatient, disobedient, without understanding, and 

unhappy.
 13. It is a stranger to God and at enmity with Him.
 14. It cannot understand spiritual things.
 15. the kingdom of God
 16. In the mind, reason, and heart of man.
 17. Through the mind the man “learns to know the eternal, true and gracious God in Jesus Christ.”
 18. Through the heart the man “loves this same almighty and living God, fears, honors and believes in Him, 

trusts in His promises.”
 19. Example: I Peter 1:23
 20. “chosen of God” I Peter 2:4

“washed their clothes in the blood of the Lamb” Rev. 7:14
“born of God” John 1:13
“in Christ and He in them” John 15:4
“desiring to apprehend Christ as they are apprehended of Him” Phil. 3:12
“all who are in Christ are new creatures” II Cor. 5:17
“flesh of His flesh, bone of His bone, and members of His body” Eph. 5:30

 21. That they will not live after their own will, but the will of God; and that if necessary, they will forsake 
homes and possessions and will suffer persecution even unto death for Jesus’ sake.

 22. They lead a penitent life, avoid evil, delight in good, hunger for righteousness, are not conformed to the 
world, die to themselves and to sin, seek to be honest, do evil to no one, pray for their enemies, are truthful, 
and seek holiness.

 23. Believers need God’s grace because in spite of their best intentions they fail and are imperfect. This grace 
is given to them through Christ’s perfect work on their behalf.

 24. The promise of the merciful Father through the blood and merits of Christ.
 25. With the Reformers, he acknowledges that faith is the one good work which saves and that unbelief is the 

one sin which damns. But in contrast to them, he recognizes that both faith and unbelief have clear and 
evident fruit by which they are truly identified.

 26. Dirck Philips, Matthew Cervaes, and Valerius
 27. saved, pious, saints
 28. They believed “no other condition of Christ’s kingdom is to be expected than that which exists today, 

namely persecution by the world.”
 29. At Jesus’ coming the wicked and the righteous will be “harvested,” and the judgment will follow.
 30. The Münsterites attempted to “root out” the wicked [tares] now.
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 31. They believed it was absolute.
 32. It must be “demolished.”
 33. He was emphasizing the written Word of God as the source of truth.
 34. They were at times quite abusive.
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Lesson 8: Mennonite Theology—The Bible (Chapter 13, pp. 147-166)

Study Guide
 1. false
 2. Example: The Reformers seemed intent on building a theology from the Bible, whereas the Anabaptists 

looked to the Bible to guide their lives.
 3. They recognized only the Scriptures as having authority to order their consciences.
 4. Christ
 5. a
 6. baptism and the Lord’s Supper
 7. Christian communion (fellowship)
 8. extreme unction
 9. To wear it, especially in worship.
 10. a. baptism—The new birth.
 b. the Lord’s Supper—The death of Jesus for us and our fellowship in Him.
 c. feetwashing—The love and humility of Christian service.
 d. the holy kiss—The love and peace among God’s family.
 e. anointing with oil—The healing power of God.
 f. the veiling—The submission of the woman to God’s order.
 g. marriage—The union of Christ and the church.
 11. Example: An ordinance is a visible action or ceremony practiced by believers, symbolic of a greater spiritual 

or nontangible reality.
 12. Bishop—an overseer of the church.

Minister—a servant of the Word, publicly teaching and preaching and privately instructing and 
admonishing.
Deacon—a servant in the material needs of the brotherhood and in assistance of the minister and bishop.

 13. the use of force
 14. Examples: Love your enemies. Bless them that curse you. Pray for them which persecute you. If thine 

enemy hunger, feed him. Overcome evil with good.
 15. a. warfare—Christians ought not to take up weapons of destruction against fellowmen.
 b. police or judicial work—Christians ought not to engage in occupations wherein force must be employed.
 16. God has ordained the state to exercise the “sword.”
 17. Christians are to “render to all their dues.”
 18. In some cases Mennonites in Europe took a progressively weaker stand on nonresistance. In other cases, 

severe persecution created weariness, then slight compromise, and finally acceptance of military duty.
 19. In Russia, Mennonites were at first guaranteed military exemption “forever.” But later they were required 

to give an alternative service. When during the First World War bands of plunderers ravaged the colonies, 
some young men fought back, only to be crushed later. Mennonites were then forced into duty.

 20. Examples: Forestry work and soil conservation, relief work, and hospital work, including work in mental 
hospitals.

 21. We ought not to take brothers to law, but rather suffer to be defrauded.
 22. We are to “swear not at all.”
 23. The secrecy and bondage of oaths in these orders are inconsistent with the Christian’s commitment and 

loyalty to Christ.
 24. a. Marriage is for life; only if a partner dies is one free to remarry.
 b. Divorce is forbidden, except as noted in Matthew 5:32.
 c. Marriage following divorce constitutes adultery.
 25. Example: “Show of silks, velvet, costly clothes, gold rings, silver belts, pins, buttons, curiously adorned 

shirts, handkerchiefs, collars, veils, aprons, velvet shoes, slippers and such like.”
 26. Men style their hair in effeminate ways; women crop their hair.
 27. Examples: movies, arcadias (game rooms), skating rinks, musical concerts
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 28. (1) Shows the offender his true state before God. (2) Warns the brotherhood of the awfulness of unre-
nounced sin. (3) Protects the name of the church. (4) Works to the restoration of the backslider.

 29. Close Communion recognizes that some professing believers are not qualified to come to the Lord’s table. 
Since congregational leaders do not exercise leadership over those outside their group, it seems best to limit 
Communion to those over whom they do exercise guidance.

 30. the new covenant
 31. The old covenant was nationalistic, temporary, preparatory, external, and material; whereas, the new cov-

enant is trans-national, permanent, personal, spiritual, and the fulfillment of the old.
 32. The reformers and the Anabaptists agreed that there were differences between the two covenants and that 

Jesus was the Mediator of the new. But the reformers did not believe that what was permitted in the old 
covenant could be forbidden in the new. Basically the reformers limited the changes to the system of sac-
rifices and worship prescribed by Moses.

 33. New Testament
 34. d
 35. true
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Lesson 9: Mennonite Theology—The Church and Christian Life (Chapter 13, pp. 166 ff.

Study Guide
 1. The “Reformation” did not improve the piety of the church members.
 2. Their chief mark of piety was that they spoke against the hypocrisy of the Catholic orders.
 3. (1) By an unadulterated, pure doctrine.
 (2) By a Scriptural use of baptism and Communion.
 (3) By obedience to the Word.
 (4) By unfeigned brotherly love.
 (5) By an unreserved confession of God and Christ.
 (6) By oppression and tribulation for the sake of truth.
 4. It would help them to see where they actually are—outside the church, lost, and in need of salvation.
 5. Menno believed children are saved in innocence through the merits of Jesus.
 6. Examples: To separate the pure from the impure. To be an example and warning to others. So the Lord’s 

name is not blasphemed. So the church is not dishonored. To keep unbelievers from stumbling. To bring 
the offender to the amendment of his ways.

 7. (1) They said church discipline went against the parable of the tares, uprooting the wicked with the righ-
teous. (2) They accused the Brethren of considering themselves absolutely perfect.

 8. “in a sincere, paternal spirit, in faithful love” “reluctantly”
 9. The Anabaptists believed the function of the church was to glorify God by a holy walk, to testify to soci-

ety of God’s saving grace, and thus to preserve society from further corruption. The function of the state, 
on the other hand, they said, was to restrain wicked men and women by the use of force in the context of 
justice.

 10. Lutherans thought society could not be Christianized as a whole, and Christianity, therefore, was an indi-
vidual affair. Reformed thought was that Christians should enter into society and cultural affairs and thus 
create a Christian society. Anabaptists believed a Christian society could be attained, not with society as a 
whole, but in a brotherhood of true believers. Thus, the church to them was a society within, but called out 
of, worldly society.

 11. Menno believed Jesus to be the “true King, spiritual David” reigning now in righteousness over all believ-
ers, who compose the “spiritual house of Israel, the spiritual city, Jerusalem, temple and Mount Zion.”

 12. He taught believers to “serve their neighbors,” to show mercy, to “take to heart the needs of the saints,” and 
to relieve the miserable, stranger, afflicted, needy, naked, hungry, and poor.

 13. We should “ardently desire his salvation” and seek by gentleness and love to help him up from his fall.
 14. (1) The corrupt nature—not imputed to us through the work of Jesus.
 (2) Acts of sin—must be repented of for forgiveness.
 (3) Human frailties—ask the Lord daily to “forgive us our trespasses.”
 (4) Sins whereby one becomes an apostate.
 15. Luther viewed his baptism as something of a security to his faith. The Anabaptists, however, believed bap-

tism was simply an external sign of a covenant relationship with God, and that the ongoing relationship 
itself was one’s security, not baptism.

 16. If this were true, baptism as a work of man would essentially replace the work of Christ, and “the blood of 
Christ would be shed in vain.”

 17. We “covenant with the Lord . . . that we will no longer live according to the evil, unclean lusts of the flesh 
but walk according to the witness of a good conscience before Him.”

 18. By keeping baptism and the Lord’s Supper merely symbols, the true and real salvation and fellowship in 
Christ’s suffering could be experienced. These real experiences with the Lord, in turn, filled the symbols 
with meaning and purpose.

 19. To the Anabaptists, the essence of Christianity was discipleship.
 20. To them the cross represented the opposition, persecution, and trials they encountered in the way of 

discipleship.
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 21. Family—He had a fervent and affectionate love for his family. Suffering—He saw suffering as an oppor-
tunity to experience the grace and comfort of God. Death—He saw death, not as easy, but as the gate to 
receiving eternal inheritance. Himself—He viewed himself as unworthy, yet sustained by the mercy, grace, 
and love of God. God—He looked to God as his Source of comfort and strength and as his eternal hope.

 22. John and Janneken had been married less than a year when they were arrested and put in prison. He was 
burned at the stake, but she, due to her advanced pregnancy, was kept until after the birth of her child. 
Then she too was burned.

 23. She refers to true believers as “the little flock of Israelites who have no freedom anywhere and must always 
flee from one land to the other as Abraham did.”

 24. “. . . excited the opposition of the world.”
 25. The believer’s affection for the things of time and sense (the flesh).
 26. Because the world “does not relish the heavy cross and the narrow way.”
 27. Bussfertigkeit refers to the attitude of contrition, repentance, brokenness, and humility in contrast to the 

spirit of pride and self-satisfaction.
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Lesson 10: The Anabaptist Vision and the Current Situation (Chapters 14, 15)

Study Guide
 1. Examples: They had no official mission organization. They had no modern means of travel. They faced ter-

rible opposition from both religious and civil authorities.
 2. The effects were rapid growth, sometimes a congregation being organized within a few days after the 

arrival of an evangelist.
 3. Only they practiced believers’ baptism, nonresistance, separation of church and state, and true brother-

hood.
 4. a. In St. Gall, Grebel won a host of converts in a few weeks of evangelism, b. Manz was “an indefati-

gable evangelist.” c. Blaurock won an estimated one thousand converts, d. According to van Braght, 
Menno Simons turned “a great number” to the Lord. e. Bouwens’ list of baptized converts numbered 
well over 10,000 names.

 5. (See the second paragraph of the quote on p. 184.)
 6. In 1527 a group of more than 60 Anabaptists met at Augsburg, deciding to send out missionaries to various 

areas. It was called the “martyr synod” because in a short time many of those present were martyred.
 7. He says it was due to the heavy persecution and to the rapid change of leadership—the original leaders 

having been more able.
 8. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”
 9. They were denied the privilege of proselyting.
 10. They had endured a difficult sea voyage. They needed to clear land, build houses, and make their own tools, 

clothes, and machinery.
 11. The meetinghouse served for worship and for education.
 12. Worship included singing and praying in unison, Bible reading, lengthy preaching, followed by the “testi-

monies” of the other ministers.
 13. baptism, communion, counsel meeting, and harvest-home services
 14. Sunday schools
 15. The first known Mennonite Sunday school was held at the Wanner and Bechtel congregations, Waterloo, 

Ontario, in 1840.
 16. Example: (3) It raised the level of spiritual life.
 17. John F. Funk founded the Herald of Truth.
 18. He was assistant editor of the Herald of Truth.
 19. through fasting and prayer
 20. He said when fasting “the mind is clear and the soul is less fettered with sensuality.”
 21. (See the list on p. 190; answers will vary.)
 22. Chicago, India, Argentina, and Africa
 23. Goshen College, Hesston College, and Eastern Mennonite College
 24. Herald of Truth and The Gospel Witness were merged to form the Gospel Herald.
 25. The Mennonite Quarterly Review
 26. orphans’ home, hospital, old people’s home, and children’s home
 27. Some of the post-war needs, especially in Europe brought several Mennonite relief organizations into 

existence. M.C.C. was an “all-Mennonite” effort of the same variety.
 28. (1) Mennonites have high moral standards. (2) Mennonites are earnestly devotional, reading and studying 

the Scriptures personally and praying. (3) Mennonite family life is strong. (4) Mennonites have a strong 
sense of brotherhood and church participation. (5) Mennonites are generous givers. (6) Mennonites are 
industrious and productive.

 29. Mennonites tend to be content with their inner piety in the place of aggressive evangelism.
 30. Examples: They are more mobile and therefore interact more with society. They no longer use the Pennsyl-

vania Dutch dialect and therefore enter more into the mainstream of communication. Many have generally 
lost distinctiveness in attire.
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