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Lesson 1 - What Is Calvinism and Arminianism?

DISCUSSION GUIDE
In a discussion of a subject as involved and widespread as Calvinism, the teacher needs all the resources he 

can get. That is part of the reason for this guidebook. The pupil book cannot possibly say everything that needs 
to be said or give all the Scriptures that would be pertinent to a given subject. For this reason, additional quotes, 
Scriptures, and other resources will be shared.

Some of the discussion questions are rather open-ended and not a lot of details or helps are given with them. 
This guide will give some extra helps and some direction in answering them.

There are a number of books and pamphlets that you, as the teacher, will find very helpful in this study. They 
are listed here for your convenience, and most are also available from Christian Light Publications. From time 
to time the Teacher’s Guide will refer to information from these helps as profitable reading in preparation for 
the class.
Elect in the Son, Robert Shank (on Calvinism in general)
Life in the Son, Robert Shank (on eternal security)
The Eternal Security Teaching, J. L. Stauffer
The Sword and Trumpet (Bound Volume), Vol. 1-10. This book is no longer available. It contains numerous 

helpful articles on Calvinism. The Pupil and Teacher Guides will refer to these from time to time.
Calvinism, Arminianism ... Which?, Berry (tract)
The Christian and Romans 7, Shem Peachv
The Knowledge of the Holy, A. W. Tozer (the attributes of God)

Word Study and Terms
Each lesson will begin with a word study. The Biblical words will be listed first with their correct definition, 

not the definition that Calvinists have given to them. Other related terminology is also defined Biblically unless 
they are errors of Calvinism. Notice for example, the definition of depravity on the first page of the pupil’s les-
son. This is a term that is not found in the Bible, although the idea is certainly there. Calvinists and Arminians 
alike would probably agree with the definition, and it is Scriptural. But the Calvinists go even further as shown 
in the definition of total depravity Arminians might sometimes use the term total depravity but would not attach 
to it the Calvinistic notion that people cannot even respond to God.

The definition of perseverance is the Calvinistic definition. Again, we would certainly believe in the persever-
ance of the saints but not in the same way. The Bible teaches that believers who hear Christ’s call and follow 
Him in obedience will persevere or hold out in the Christian life (John 10:27, 28). We will go into much more 
detail in the lesson on perseverance (Lesson 7).

Calvin and Calvinism
The description in the Pupil’s Guide is, of necessity, brief. As time would permit, you could share the follow-

ing additional details about Calvin and his teachings.
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion includes much more than the five points of Calvinism outlined 

in the lesson. As with most false teachers, much of it is Scriptural. Part I of the Institutes discusses “God the 
Creator”; Part II, “The Son of Man and Jesus Christ the Redeemer”; Part III, “The Holy Spirit”; Part IV, “The 
Holy Catholic Church.”

Calvin recognized, for example, that he was in basic agreement with the Anabaptists on the ordinance of 
Communion. His view of the church was quite different, however, because he believed the church and the 
government should work together. He used the state in Geneva, Switzerland, to help him enforce his church 
regulations.

A study of Calvin’s relationship to the Anabaptists is interesting. A brief account is given here. More detail 
can be found in the “Mennonite Encyclopedia, Volume 1, the article on Calvinism.

The Anabaptist movement began in Switzerland in 1825 about ten years before John Calvin became a 
reformer. Calvin came in close and repeated contact with Anabaptists, and he opposed much of their

teaching. One of Calvin’s first writings was a tract designed to refute certain French Anabaptists. Later, Cal-
vin wrote three books attempting to refute Anabaptists. One was entitled, Brief Instruction to Arm the Faithful 
Against the Errors of the Anabaptist Sect. (Note the long title, as was the common practice in that day!)
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To Calvin’s credit, he did recognize that the peaceful Anabaptists were more orthodox than some who 
accepted strange doctrines such as the Munsterites who defended themselves with the sword and believed 
Christ would set up His kingdom on earth among them. Nevertheless Calvin rigidly opposed Anabaptists for 
their stand on such things as refusal to use the sword and their view of the separation of church and state. Cal-
vin never met Menno Simons but knew of him by his writings. Nevertheless Calvin accused Simons of being 
“proud” and “impudent.”

Calvin attained considerable success in persuading many of his foes to his side including a number of Ana-
baptists. In fact, Calvin married a woman from a family that he had persuaded to forsake Anabaptism.

Arminius and the Anabaptists
Arminius was born in Holland in 1560, just one year before the death of Menno Simons. So his adult life 

did not overlap with either Simons or Calvin. In the last two decades of his life (1590-1609) Arrninius wrote 
much to refute Calvinism’s five points. Arminius nor his followers accepted nonresistance or some other Bibli-
cal doctrines held by Anabaptists, although there were friendly relations between them. The Anabaptists had 
held very similar beliefs about God, Christ, Man, and Salvation but had held them for several generations 
before Arminius.

The Anabaptists of Holland never called themselves Arminians, though they held many Arminian views. 
They thought of themselves as, above all, Biblicists. Today we feel the same way. In the matters under discus-
sion in these lessons, we would consider ourselves as Arminian in view though not followers of Arminius in 
every respect. We are Arminian in doctrine as well as Anabaptist and Biblicist.

The Five Points of Calvinism
The definitions of the five points of Calvinism and the corresponding points of Arminianism are, of neces-

sity, very brief in the students’ book. Here are more detailed statements of the five points of Calvinism from the 
pens of Calvinists themselves. They are followed by a more detailed explanation of the points of Arminianism 
from the pen of George R. Brunk, Sr.
Total depravity—”The will, there, is so bound by the slavery of sin, that it cannot excite itself, much less 
devote itself to any thing good. . . . Man is so enslaved by sin, as to be of his own nature incapable of an 
effort, or even an inspiration , towards that which is good. “ (John Calvin)
Unconditional election—”We assert, that by an eternal and immutable counsel, God has once for all 
determined, both whom he would admit to salvation, and whom h e would condemn to destruc tion. . . . 
Predestination, we call the eternal decree of God, by which he has determined in himself, what he would 
have to become of every individual of mankind. For they are not all created with a similar destiny; but 
eternal life is foreordained for some, and eternal damnation for others.” (John Calvin)
Limited atonement—“Hence, we conclude that, though reconciliation is offered to all through Him, yet 
the benefit is peculiar to the elect, that they may be gathered into the society of life.” (John Calvin) “The 
doctrine of ‘limited atonement’ which we maintain is the doctrine which limits the atonement to those 
who are heirs of eternal life, to the elect.” (John Murray, Westminster Theological Seminary)
Irresistible grace—”When [God] is pleased to save, there is no free will in man to resist. Wherefore, it 
cannot be doubted that the will of God . .. cannot be resisted by the human will or prevented from doing 
what he pleases, since with the very wills of men he does so.” (John Calvin)
Perseverance of the saints—“The new birth is a fixed relationship that can never be broken. . . . Since 
salvation is wholly of grace, through what Christ did and is doing for us, then, since we did nothing to 
procure it, we can do nothing to lose it. But we can do much to mar the joy of our salvation and we may 
lose the rewards we could have if we wilfully disobey God.” (I. R. Dean )

Arminiamism: (from The Sword and Trumpet, July, 1936, p. 21.)

Total Depravity—“Mankind are totally depraved in the sense that they cannot without the grace and 
help of God do anything to save themselves or to be saved, but not in the sense that they cannot, under 
Gospel grace, meet the conditions of Salvation, in order to be saved.”
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God’s Decrees ( Unconditional Election )—”God’s decrees or purposes, in the strictest sense, are eternal, 
but when related to the free will of man are conditional, and determined by His foreknowledge. God 
decreed and purposed only the good; evil proceeds from the free will of men and angels.”

Atonement—”Sin came into the world without the divine decree, but not without the divine foreknowl-
edge; foreknowing the sin, He decreed a universal atonement alike for all, and available to all in infancy 
without conditions, and available to all alike under the Gospel, upon conditions made possible by God’s 
prevenient [anticipatory] assisting grace. While all alike are redeemed, only such are finally saved who 
appropriate it by cooperation with God unto regeneration, holiness, and perseverance. Each one who has 
come to a state of accountability, determines his own destiny.”

The Grace of God—”The grace of God is universal; every child of Adam being born under the promise of 
a redeemer, and therefore not one being born in the graceless state of nature. While God’s grace is for all 
and under the Gospel is available to all, it is irresistible to none . All have saving grace unconditionally, in 
infancy, but lose it when they depart from God in personal sin; all who by assisting grace meet the Gospel 
conditions, have the saving grace renewed.”

Eternal security (Perseverance of the Saints)—”God provides grace to enable every saint to hold out 
faithful unto death, but as man after being saved still has the freedom of the will and the power of self-
determination, he may depart from God so far as to make all grace in vain to him, and lose his part out of 
the holy city and his name from the book of life!”

Getting Into the Scriptures—the Sovereignty of God
One could spend much time discussing the sovereignty of God. It is a doctrine that we cannot and do not 

minimize. Weakness on this doctrine has led many to minimize the sovereign claim of God on their lives. 
Further passages on the sovereignty of God include: Exodus 15:18; Joshua 2:11; Psalm 24:1; 93:1, 2; 135:5, 6; 
Daniel2:20, 21; John 19:11; Acts 17:24-26; Heb. 1:3; Rev. 1:6; 4:11. The list could go on.

The fact that God is so powerful and in complete control over the universe does not at all deny that He has 
the power to limit Himself or to alter His manner of working for the good of mankind whom He has created. 
One would expect an all powerful, loving God to make provisions for us.

Discussion Questions
One can find dozens and dozens of Scriptures that describe conditions mankind must meet for God’s bless-

ings, for salvation, for God to hear and answer. In the lessons on Perseverance of the Saints (Eternal Security) 
many will be discussed in detail. For your present needs here are just a few “if ’ passages: Matthew 19:17; 21:21; 
John 7:17; 8:31; 10:9; Romans 8:13; 10:9, 10; 11:22, 23; I Cor. 15:2; I Timothy 2:15; I John 1:9; 2:3; 2:24; 5:14.

Calvinists make much of giving to God all the glory and not limiting Him in any way. They will claim that 
Arminian teaching binds God’s hands and subjects Him to the control of man. What they fail to consider is 
that their doctrines limit God. Certainly a God who has unlimited abilities can choose to work in any way He 
sees fit. Why can an all-powerful God not make salvation conditional on man’s response? Extreme Calvinists 
have made God guilty of condemning some to hell without ever giving them opportunity to repent. Some have 
gone so far as to say that unelect babies who die will suffer eternally in hell for the sin they inherited.

For further information on the sovereignty of God read pp. 143-147 in Elect in the Son. See “Errors of Calvin-
ism,” The Sword and Trumpet, January, 1934, pp. 12-14.
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Lesson 2 — Principles of Biblical Interpretation

DISCUSSION GUIDE
This lesson is an excellent foundation for the remaining lessons because Calvinists so often resort to violations 

of these principles of interpretation to prove their points. Especially common is the habit of taking verses or pas-
sages out of context (their surroundings) and giving words meanings that differ from the ordinary use.

It is not so necessary for students to remember words such as hermeneutics, exegesis and eisegesis as it is to 
remember the concepts. Do not spend a large part of the class period on the introduction or the Preparation 
for Bible Study. The latter is mainly for student inspiration. Devote well over half the class period to the Five 
Rules for Biblical Interpretation and the Discussion Questions.

Additional Helps
Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, “Bible, Interpretation, of ” (Good on principles of Bible study and inter-

pretation.) Available from CLP.

Five Rules of Biblical Interpretation
These five rules are not the only rules for Biblical interpretation . (See Discussion Question #2.) But these 

rules are foundational and are the most helpful and useful for our study.
Consider the example of the Bereans (Acts 17:10, 11) who searched the Scriptures for truth. Note that they 

did not search to prove Paul wrong or to back up preconceived notions. Theirs was an honest search for truth.
Rule #1. Many people have been swayed by Calvinistic literature which is usually sprinkled with numerous 

Scriptures, often taken out of context or reinterpreted. Others have been swayed by emotional and magnetic 
radio and TV evangelists who teach Calvinism.

Adherence to the rule that the Bible is its own best interpreter will help us keep our moorings and will help 
us take an honest look at both sides of the issues.

Rule #2, and 4. The meaning of the word abide is used as an illustration of Calvinistic twistings of Scripture. 
Here is a more complete list of the “abiding” Scriptures: Matthew 10:11; Mark 6:10; Luke

9:4; 19:5; 24:29; John 3:36; 12:46; 14:16; 15:1-10; Acts 27:31; I Cor. 3:14; 7:8, 20 , 24, 40; 13:13; Phil. 1:25; 
II Tim. 2:13; Heb. 7:3; I John 2:6, 10, 14, 17, 24, 27, 28; 3:15; II John 9. The word is translated remain in the 
following passages: John 1.3:11, 16; Acts 27:41; I John 2:24;· 3:9. These passages offer a clear meaning of the 
word abide.

It is far better to let the Scriptures speak for themselves than to twist them to fit some unscriptural assumptions.
Rule #3. The Calvinists are quick to accuse the Arminians of taking verses out of context and twisting them 

to fit Arminianism. It is true that we need to explain in light of the context and other related Scriptures. This 
may seem like reading our own views into the Scriptures if we are not careful. But we shall see, as the study 
continues, that the Calvinists must do much more twisting and “explaining” in most artificial ways to try to 
prove their notions.

Discussion Questions
1. We may be tempted to minimize the Scriptures that Calvinists magnify. This is not right either. The Bible 

does teach predestination, foreknowledge, election, and depravity. We need to take these doctrines into account 
and appreciate the Bible teaching on them . The free will of man, which is so abundantly taught in the 
Scriptures, might seem to many to contradict the aforementioned doctrines. But both are true. We need to 
learn to see these various doctrines as complementing each other and not at odds with one another. (Note 
the quote in the pupil book.) We must recognize that the Scriptures teach God’s part and our part. To look 
at only one is to miss half the truth.

Some dangers of accepting only part of the Scriptures include: a. We will miss some very important 
truths. b. We will tend to read into the Scriptures what we want to. c. Our faith and practice will be based 
on a partial Gospel and will not stand. d. We will become guilty of adding to or taking away from the Scrip-
tures and lose out with God (Revelation 22:18, 19).

2. Some additional principles of Biblical interpretation (with comments).
a. Common Sense. This may seem like a strange principle that would be subject to the whims of man, but 

it can be very valuable. We need sanctified common sense, of course. An illustration of this principle is John 
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15:7 which seems to say that Christians can have anything they ask for. Common sense alone would tell 
us that there are bound to be some limitations to this. John 5:14 bears this out by telling us of the limits of 
God’s will.

b. Strive to Understand the Background of a Scripture. We need to understand some Scriptures in light of 
their historical background. Sometimes it helps us to know, for example, that the original audience of the 
writer was Jewish, or Greek, or heathen. To better understand Paul’s refusal to eat meat offered to idols, it 
is extremely helpful to know something of this practice and of why the Jews were repelled by it. We need to 
distinguish between the cultural and historical setting and the eternal principles of a passage. For example, 
we do not contend with the problem of eating meat offered to idols as Paul did. But we do face other hea-
then customs that need to be avoided because of the appearance of evil, if for no other reason (I Thess. 5:22).

c. Distinguish Between Literal and Symbolic Language. The Bible abounds in figurative language and com-
parisons. Generally speaking, a passage that is mainly doctrinal such as in the epistles needs to be taken 
literally. Words like assurance, faith, truth, love, ad ultery, redemption, blood, sin, salvation should be taken 
literally. .Many words may have either a literal or a symbolic meaning. Usually the context makes it obvious 
which way we are to take the word. Words such as bound may refer to bound in chains literally or bound in 
sin. Children may be used of young children or of spiritual children. Famine may mean a drought or a spiri-
tual famine from not hearing God’s Word. A flood may refer to water or to a flood of enemies. Even adultery 
sometimes refers to spiritual departure from God. Often parables and prophecies contain much symbolic 
language. Usually this is made clear by the Scripture itself. Look at the comparisons between earthly things 
and spiritual truths in the parables of the sower and of the wheat and the tares.

3. It can be illustrated over and over again that we often need to go to several passages, or at least to the con-
text, to understand fully what is meant in a given passage.

Many of the Scriptures used by the eternal security teachers are found in settings where believers need 
all the encouragement they can get. Other Scriptures warn of very real dangers facing the believer, even to 
the losing of his relationship with the Lord.

For example, read Romans 8:.35, 37-39. This is a tremendous word of encouragement to troubled and 
persecuted Christians. In contrast, see the conditions laid down in verses 1, 5, 28 of the same chapter. See 
the dire warning of verse 13. Contrast this encouragement with the warnings of Hebrews 3:1, 12-15; 4:1, 
2; 6:4-6; and 10:3.3, 36.

Another example of the need to compare Scripture with Scripture is Jude 21: “Keep yourselves in the 
love of God.” If you read this verse alone, you might conclude that we are responsible for our own “keeping” 
and that we remain true to God in our own strength. We must consider that verse with the context and 
with other Scriptures. Verse 19 speaks of people separating themselves because of their sins. Verse 24 says 
it is God who is able to keep us from falling. Verse 1 is addressed to the saints who are “sanctified” by God 
and “preserved” in Jesus. Compare also Ephesians 2:8, 9. “Keep yourselves in the love of God” means, then, 
that we have a responsibility to flee sin and keep ourselves available to God. If we do our part, God will do 
His part and provide divine strength and power through the Holy Spirit to remain faithful.
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Lesson 3 - The Christian View of Man

DISCUSSION GUIDE

Introduction
The introduction of the pupil’s lesson presents the Calvinistic view of total depravity and the corresponding 

Arminian view with brief explanations. The section, Getting Into the Scriptures, then presents a sampling of 
the many Scriptures used by both Calvinists and Arminians. The lesson attempts to give a balanced Biblical 
teaching.

Calvinists differ somewhat among themselves in their view of total depravity. The stricter Calvinists, some-
times called hyper-Calvinists, teach that God does all the work in salvation-there is no response from man 
except gratitude when God somehow reveals that He has “elected” him to salvation . Such Calvinists do not 
believe in a conversion experience in the usual sense. They imagine that somehow God will overshadow them 
and let them know when He has elected them . Some go to the extreme of not having mission work or giving 
invitations in their services because God has already decided whom He will choose.

The majority of modern-day Calvinists probably would not take such an extreme position. They may teach a 
definite conversion experience through repentance, but go to great lengths to de-emphasize man’s part.

The writer once witnessed an invitation to salvation given by a Calvinistic evangelist. The evangelist had us 
picture a corpse laid out before us . He made much of the fact that the corpse could do nothing to make itself 
come to life. He likened the corpse to being dead in sin, not being able to save ourselves. He then concluded by 
contradicting himself. “There is absolutely nothing you can do to come to God, unless, of course, you consider 
responding to the invitation and saying ‘yes’ to God doing something. “ Of course, responding to the message 
was doing something! The evangelist apparently did not believe totally in total depravity. But such teachers do 
tend to minimize personal faith and obedience to the Word.

The most effective Scriptures to counteract total depravity are the many that speak of God’s gracious invita-
tions and man’s response. A number are given in the pupil’s lesson under Man’s Ability to Respond to God. 
The list there is by no means exhaustive. See the following additional Scriptures that teach that we can indeed 
respond of our own free will to God’s call. See Heb. 3:1, 2, 7, 8—hearing and responding; Isa. 4.3:22—Look 
to God and be saved; Isa. .35:1—the great Old Testament invitation to come; Romans 10:9, 10—confessing, 
believing, calling; Ephesians 5:14—an awakened sinner; Rev. 3:20—Christ stands at the door and knocks; 
Rev. 22:17—the great New Testament invitation to come; I Peter 1:22—purifying our souls through obeying 
the truth; John 7:.37—If any thirst, let him come; Romans 10:21- God’s outstretched hand.

How Faith Is Obtained
Here are more Scriptures that show faith as something that must come from our own free wills. As large as 

this list is, it is by no means exhaustive. See Psalm .5:11; Prov. 3:.5; Matt. 9:22; John 3:14-18; 6:32-3.5; 7:17; 
10:37, 38, 42; Acts 10:34, 43; 1.3:38-43; 28:23-31; Romans 1:16, 17; 10:6-10; 16:26; Col. 1:23; I Tim. 1:5, 19; 
2:1.5; 6:11; Heb. 5:9; 10:19-23, 35-39; James 2:14-26; II Pet . 3:16-18; I John 2:14-26, esp. v. 24; 3:23.

Regarding faith, the Calvinists pick out a handful of Scriptures that seem to teach that faith is a gift of 
God and try to force dozens of Scriptures that clearly teach that faith is something on man’s part to fit their 
doctrines.

In addition to the two Scriptures given in the pupil’s lesson, the Calvinists use several others to try to prove 
the point. They like to use Romans 12:3, 4; I Corinthians 12:8, 9; Galatians 5:22; and Ephesians 2:8. Read 
these passages in preparation for this part of the lesson. You will note the first three obviously do not refer to 
saving faith. In Romans 12 and in I Corinthians 12 the focus is on a special gift of faith only given to certain 
believers as other spiritual gifts are given. Apparently this gift was given for special work in the church, for all 
believers have saving faith. Galatians 5:22 is speaking of the fruit of the spirit, not saving faith. Faith here is 
either faith for service or faithfulness. At first glance Ephesians 2:8 seems to say that faith is totally a gift of 
God . But a close study tells us that “salvation by grace through faith” is the gift. In keeping with Romans 10:9, 
10, the faith involved even here must come from our own free wills.

Question #5. The following additional passages show us the meaning of imputed. The Calvinists load the word 
down with a much heavier meaning than it actually has. It merely means “counted, considered, numbered.” 
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Read iVIark 15:28. Christ was “numbered [same word as imputed] with the transgressors.” Christ was sinless, 
so He was not a transgressor , but He was considered as one when He went to the cross. See also other uses in 
Romans 2:26; 3:28; II Cor. 5:19; Phil. 3:13; 4:8; II Timothy 4:16.

Discussion Questions
1. This question is a review of the lesson Scriptures which show we are sinners by nature, but that we are free 

to respond to God’s call.
2. Calvinists confuse meeting conditions with doing good works to earn salvation. Th e lesson and any good 

concordance will point out dozens of Scriptures using such words as hear, come, obey. Even free gifts have 
certain conditions attached-we must at least be willing to hear about the gift, to go to receive the gift, and 
then to actually take it.

3. Jesus said, “Without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). He gives us all our abilities and our minds and 
wills to make decisions. So, in that sense, He gives us faith or at least the ability to have faith.

But consider the remainder of John 15:5, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.” This speaks to at least some action on our part, but certainly 
because the Lord has enabled us.

4. Depravity is not a term used in the Bible, though the condition is certainly true of mankind. Perhaps to 
avoid confusion with the Calvinistic error of total depravity, we should not use the term. We could bet-
ter say that all have sinful natures or that all are “dead in trespasses and sins” until they turn to Christ. 
Total depravity requires the twisting of dozens of otherwise straightforward Scriptures that speak of man’s 
response. Calvinists have gone to great lengths to force even the most obvious Scriptures teaching free will 
to fit their error. They cling to the one-sided notion that God can have only one aspect and find it difficult 
to believe that God could both predestinate and also give us a free choice. They cannot bring themselves to 
believe in both depravity and free will.

5. This question deals with the implications of Calvinism. This will be treated in more detail in Lesson 10. 
But it is obvious that if we take the so-called “five points of Calvinism” to their logical conclusion, we must 
conclude that mission work and witnessing are unnecessary because God will save whom He wishes to save 
anyway.



Copyrighted material. May not be reproduced without permission from the publisher.
9

Lesson 4 - The Christian View of God

DISCUSSION GUIDE
Today’s lesson deals with unconditional election, the second point of Calvinism. You might review with the 

class the five points and the acrostic, TULIP, which helps us recall them.
This point of Calvinism brings up the need to clarify such terms as election, predestination, foreknowledge. 

As with some of the other points of Calvinism, the Calvinists often differ among themselves. Unconditional 
election is no exception. Calvin and the strict Calvinists since his day have believed that God chose, before the 
foundation of the world, who would be saved and who would be lost. They imagine there is nothing a person 
can do in his lifetime to change that “decree” of election. That belief can be simply illustrated by the following 
diagram:

(the “elect” to heaven)
PREDESTINATION
(the reprobate to hell)

Many modern day Calvinists would revise this chart to show that predestination is something that exists 
from before the world began, but that it is not effective in a person’s life until He responds to Christ. These 
Calvinists would say that the moment a person is born again, he becomes elect and predestinated to heaven. 
Nothing he can ever do will then change that predestination. You may recognize this latter position as the 
teaching we call eternity security (actually the fifth point of Calvinism). We will discuss eternal security in 
Lessons 7 and 8. Here is a diagram illustrating the eternal security view of predestination .

PREDESTINATION     PREDESTINATION
Your conversion

MANKIND
The Biblical view can be illustrated similarly to the eternal security vie\v except for recognizing that it is 

possible for a person to lose his salvation or fall from grace. Over all, of course, is God’s foreknowledge. God 
grants each person the free will to choose to be elected . If he makes that choice, then he accepts the plan God 
has for him-that is, what God has predestinated for all believers to enjoy.

Getting Into the Scriptures
l. For this question, emphasize the election of the group or the body of Christ. This can be seen by looking at 

the context to see to whom these Scriptures are addressed. In addition there are numerous verses about the 
body of Christ as a group. In fact, believers are most often spoken of as a group rather than as individuals.

2. Matthew 20:16 can be linked to many other verses on being called to salvation. II Peter 1:10 has been mis-
interpreted many times. Some have taken it to mean a works religion of trying to save ourselves. The best 
interpretation is that we need to make sure that we have responded to God’s call and have met His condi-
tions for salvation. This would be a rather pointless command if our eternal destiny were already sealed. 
This fits very well with other Scriptures which teach that we can make free choices.

Some additional verses on the subject of election include: Matt. 20:16; 24:22, 24, 31; Mark 13:20, 22; 
Luke 18:7; 23:3.5 (Christ as the Elect); Rom. 8:33; 9:11; 11:.5, 7, 28; Col. 3:12; I Tim. 5:21 (elect angels); 
Titus 1:1; I Pet. 1:2; 2:4, 6, 9; Rev. 17:14. Still more passages on election translated by the words choose or 
chosen include: Mark 13:20; Luke 6:13; 10:42; John 1.3:18; 1.5:16, 19; Acts 1:2, 24; 13:17; 15:7, 22, 2.5; Eph. 
1:4; James 2:5.

If one reads the Calvinistic definition of election into these passages, they present quite an imposing 
list. If you read them all, you will discover, for example, that some of them refer to ordinary choices people 
made. For example, Luke 10:42 and 14:7. Others refer to Jesus choosing His disciples, such as John 6:70. 
We need to understand the election of believers in the context of the believers also choosing God. Look at 
John 1.5:16. This verse seems to suggest that we do not choose God, He chooses us. It is helpful to look at 
the context of John 1.5:1-20, the passage commanding us to abide in Christ. Another helpful passage is I 
John 4:19, “We love him, because he first loved us.” Other passages speak of our coming to Christ to choose 
His way: Rev. 22:17; Matthew 11:28; John 6:35; 7:37.
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3. Believers are predestinated to be conformed to the image of Christ, to be adopted as His sons, and to an 
inheritance. What marvelous plans these are if we avail ourselves of them! These passages show that pre-
destination is what God has planned for all who come to Him. Election is God choosing us for His own. 
Election and predestination are based on the foreknowledge and foreplanning of God, not on some arbi-
trarv decree as to who should be saved and who should be damned.

4. Other verses using foreknowledge include Acts 2:23; 26:5; and I Peter 1:2.
5. Calvinists, in trying to defend their view of reprobation, will major on passages which speak of God’s 

hatred of sin. Some Calvinists will use such verses and others to teach the unconditional election of the 
saved but not the reprobation of some to hell. But then they are up against the inconsistency that if only 
some are chosen to be saved, then others, of necessity, are doomed because they are not among the “elect.” 
Read I Corinthians 9:27. This verse uses the word castaway for “reprobate.” Read the context. Who spoke 
these words? If any New Testament character were “elect,” this man would surely be. Why would he speak 
of his own reprobation if it were not at least possible?

6. Calvinists try their best to soften the obvious meaning of II Peter 3:9. Obviously God is not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come to repentance. He is willing, but not all will. Calvinists try to 
“explain” this verse by reading into it “all the elect” or worse, by saying that all does not really mean “all” 
here. This misreading of words will be discussed in more detail in Lesson 5.

Discussion Questions
1. Be sure to distinguish carefully between predestination and election. Election is God choosing us for His 

own, based on om response to Him. Predestination has to do with God’s plan for all who do respond to 
Him. It is correct to say that persons are elect and the plans and blessings God has for the elect are predes-
tinated. The erroneous vie\vS of Calvinism that God has chosen some to be damned and others to be saved 
lead to a wrong emphasis on these words. And at the base of these false teachings is the idea that God can 
have but one aspect, one will, and one plan . Calvinists assume that God cannot change His methods and 
manner of work. Calvinists find it most difficult to conceive the idea that God could both be in complete 
control of the universe and, at the same time , allow people to have free wills. This Calvinistic belief that 
God has only one aspect is sometimes called monergism. This word comes from Greek and means “one 
work.” The Biblical view is called synergism. This word means “working together” or “cooperating.” Syner-
gism teaches that God works with man to effect His will on earth and that man must cooperate with God 
for salvation and the realization of God’s will in his life.

2. Calvinists make much of Biblical references to a “remnant” being saved or elected . In their mind the elect 
are the remnant and all others are destined to eternal hell. Of course we know there will always be a few 
who choose God and follow Him. Just because there are such does not mean that God refused to give the 
rest an opportunity.

3. One good illustration of God’s foreknowledge is found in the home. The parent who is close to his child 
knows how his child feels about many things. When the child is faced with a choice, the parent can often 
predict what the child will choose. For example, if a child is offered a choice of mincemeat pie or apple pie 
and the parent knows the child absolutely does not like mincemeat, then the parent foreknows which the 
child will pick. The parent does not force the child to choose the apple pie even though he knows what the 
child’s will is. God knows what we will do and whether or not we will respond to Him, but He still gives 
us a free will to choose.

4. The “elect” must meet certain conditions. Calvinism, of course, would conclude that since they are the elect, 
God will give them faith and the kind of life that meets the conditions. But why does the Bible contain so 
many commands to submit to God and obey Him, if our destiny is already sealed?

5. This parable of the ten virgins is one that the believers of unconditional eternal security try to explain away. 
Jesus spoke this parable to His disciples, not to false believers, and gave the disciples a lesson to learn . In 
essence He was saying, “Don’t you follow the example of the foolish virgins, but be ready for My coming.” 
Of course we know there will always be false professors of Christianity as well. Certainly they can learn a 
lesson from this parable as well. But there is no reason to limit the parable to false believers, unless such an 
interpretation is needed to back up a preconceived belief that needs to be “proved” somehow.
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Lesson 5 - The Christian View of Christ

DISCUSSION GUIDE
One of the easiest errors of Calvinism to refute from Scripture is limited atonement which is considered in 

this lesson. It can be refuted if we take an unbiased look at what the Scriptures really say. There is no Scrip-
ture, even when considered in isolation, that even appears to teach limited atonement. Calvinists must read the 
theory into Scriptures that otherwise teach universal atonement.

Be sure to make it clear that universal atonement does not mean the same thing as universalism.
Universalism teaches that because Christ died for all, then all will be saved, even those who do not love God. 

The Scriptural view of universal atonement is that Christ died potentially for all and that all could respond, but 
some will not respond. So Christ’s work for all is effective only in the lives of those who tum to Him.

If you have access to the book, Life in the Son, be sure to read the chapter entitled, “A Ransom for All,” pp. 
59-87 in preparation for this lesson. Also informative are pages 351-356 in Life in the Son. Here are several 
pertinent quotes that will further illustrate Calvinistic views as well as the Scriptural view:

Here in the words of John Calvin is his defense of not letting all mean “all” in the passage which reads: 
“[God] who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4).

The Apostle simply means that there is no people and no rank in the world that is excluded from salvation; because God 
wishes that the gospel should be proclaimed to all without exception. Now the preaching of the gospel gives life and hence 
he justly concludes that God invites all equally to partake salvation. But the present discourse relates to classes of men , 
and not to individual persons; for his sole object is to include in this number princes and foreign nations. . .. The universal 
term all must always be referred to classes of men, and not to persons. . . . “Calvin means that God only wishes that 
some people of each nation or class be saved and come to the truth. He must assume that all does not refer to 
absolutely all people or his elaborate theological edifice would crumble into dust (which it does).

Consider this quote from the author of Life in the Son: “All in the same breath, Calvin declares that ‘God has 
at heart the salvation of all . . . yet it does not therefore follow that he has not determined with himself what 
he intends to do as to every individual man’- some of whom He created for salvation , and others for perdition. 
Again, as so often with Calvin, the left hand giveth, and the right hand taketh away. ‘God has at heart the 
salvation of all [and] invites all to the acknowledgement of the truth.’ But He also has at heart the everlast-
ing perdition of m en whom He created for no other purpose or destiny. . . . ‘God has at heart the salvation of 
all’-and the damnation of most! Without regard to anything in men, God is pleased to consign to everlasting 
perdition many whose salvation He ‘has at heart.’ Why? Perhaps to confirm the logic of Calvin’s theology.”

Getting Into the Scriptures
1. The idea of twisting the word all to mean less than all, or world to mean less than the whole world may 

seem ludicrous, to say the least. But we must not laugh. The temptation to twist Scripture has no doubt 
faced every interpreter of Scripture at one time or another, especially if he tries too hard to prove a point. 
We must be careful not to force Scripture in any area.

Another interesting way to refute this Calvinistic Scripture twisting is to note places where Calvinists 
seem to have no problem letting all be “all” and world be “world.” See Romans 3:23 as a prime example. No 
Calvinist would deny but that “all have sinned” means absolutely everybody. Of course it fits very well into 
their view of the total depravity of man. Consider also the included use of all in the following Scriptures: 
Hebrews 1:2., 3; I Peter .3:10; and Revelation 2.1:4. Calvinists would admit that in these places all actually 
does mean “all”!

Now consider the word world. Acts 17:31 says God will judge the world in righteousness.
Calvinists have no problem taking this to mean every body. But one of the most interesting Scriptures to 

illustrate Calvinistic extremes is John 3:17 where the word world is used twice. Calvinists have no problem with 
the first occurrence meaning what it says. But they must limit the meaning of the second occurrence to the 
elect. Such a strained interpretation of the very same word is necessary to preserve a system of theology and the 
erroneous teaching of limited atonement.

Remember our lesson on Biblical interpretation (Lesson 2.). We should interpret words in the Scriptures 
with their usual meanings unless there is clear reason not to do so.
2. If you have access to the song, “Whosoever  Meaneth Me,” sing it together as a class. Whosoever is another 



Copyrighted material. May not be reproduced without permission from the publisher.
12

one of those words. that Calvinists do not take in the usual sense unless it suits their fancy.
3. A rigid Calvinist in quoting the “all” and “whosoever” verses would be saying to his audience that

“Christ died for you if you are among the elect. “ Arminians can apply the Scriptures to all classes. Those 
who are born again can claim the promises now. Those who are lost can have these Scriptures as their experi-
ence now if they accept Christ.

Discussion Questions
l. The Calvinist who, in one way or another, teaches that the atonement is only for the elect is limiting its 

extent and thereby limiting God and denying God’s love for the whole world, as frequently asserted in 
the Scriptures. Of course some Calvinists will say that Christ died for the whole world, thereby sounding 
Scriptural. Then they proceed to qualify their whosoevers, alls, and worlds.

2. This question is related to #3 above. If we take the Calvinistic system to its logical extreme, we have no 
message of hope for anyone except the elect, whoever and wherever they are.

3. If only the elect can be saved and who is elect was determined before the world began, then Christ could 
not have suffered for anyone but the elect.

4. Forced interpretations can lead to all kinds of theological errors and lead a\vay from a simple, straightfor-
ward approach to the Scriptures.
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Lesson 6 - The Grace of God

DISCUSSION GUIDE

Additional Resources
Life in the Son, pp. 338, 339, “Whom Does the Father Give to Jesus?”; pp. 340-344, “The Significance of 

Romans 9-11.”
Elect in the Son, pp. 131-133 (on irresistible grace).

Introduction
Today’s lesson is a good one in which to emphasize what Christ has done for us. Grace is God’s part in the 

plan of redemption. Without His grace we would be hopelessly lost with no hope of rescue. The Calvinistic 
view of grace does little to help or give courage to the lost, for Calvinists imagine that many of them are pre-
destinated to hell before they are ever born. For them the grace of God would be unavailable.

Irresistible grace is one of the easiest points of Calvinism to prove wrong from the Scriptures because
of the abundance of Scriptures that show God’s grace extended to all and Christ dying for the sins of the 

whole world. But when a person makes the drastic mistake of accepting Calvinism’s basic premises, then irre-
sistible grace becomes easier to accept in spite of Scriptures to the contrary.

Review with your students the basic assumptions which underlie the whole Calvinistic system, namely the 
belief that God has only one aspect and will, and the notion that God has elected some to eternal salvation and 
has sealed the doom of the rest. Calvinists use a relatively small group of Scriptures to prove these underlying 
assumptions and then see all other Scriptures in that light.

Therefore many more Scriptures are said to be “proof ’ of unconditional election and reprobation that we 
might never think were connected with such teaching.

In speaking of grace, some Calvinists use the term free grace. This term sounds Scriptural because we know 
that we cannot buy our salvation or earn the grace of God. But what Calvinists actually mean by free grace is 
that God bestows it freely on whomsoever He wills and withholds it from those He rejects without giving them 
the opportunity to receive that grace. So free grace is freely given from God’s standpoint, but it is not freely given 
to all mankind. To avoid confusion with Calvinism we might speak ef ”grace for all” rather than “fi·ee grace.” 
We would agree with the Calvinists that God’s grace is given only to those who believe or the elect. Our dis-
agreement with them shows up when we start to say who the elect are and how they are elected!

Getting Into the Scriptures
l. God’s grace brings salvation to all who will turn to God in repentance and with obedient spirits. This grace 

has appeared to all men, meaning that it is available to all, not that all are saved . The universalists isolate 
such passages from the rest of Scripture which clearly teaches two classes—the saved and the lost. This 
distinction exists now and will through eternity.

2. The words used here are very strong and leave little doubt as to the serious import of these Scriptures. See 
the definitions of frustrate and do despite in the pupil lesson. The grace of God can be resisted, but, oh, the 
blessings of not resisting but resting in that grace!

The immediate context of Hebrews 10:29 is vv. 19-31. Read this sobering passage to the class. Who is 
being warned”? Note such words as brethren, let us, ourselves, if we sin.

3. Obviously believers (brethren) are being addressed in Galatians 3:1-5. This passage is speaking of those 
believers who found grace and freedom in Christ who returned to Jewish legalism . They have fallen from 
grace. The word fall is a very strong one and speaks of utter departure. The word translated fallen is used at 
least 13 times in the :-lew Testament and has serious implications . Some Calvinists will try to minimize 
the meaning of fall. Read to your class some of the following passages using this word: Mark 13:25; Acts 
12: 7; 27:17, 26, 29, 32; I Cor. 1:3:8; James 1:11; I Pet. 1:24; II Pet. 3:17; and Rev. 2:5. The last two are espe-
cially pertinent to the subject of salvation . Still other Calvinists will try to say that those who were fallen 
from grace never were saved or elect to begin with. This assumption is, of course, hard to prove or disprove 
and is an easy one to resort to in explaining a difficult Scripture. But the context of Galatians 5:4 clearly 
shows it to be a warning to believers not to fall.

4. Speaking of doing despite to the Holy Spirit, also consider Eph. 4:30 which speaks of grieving the Holy 
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Spirit. Consider also the warning in Hebrews 6:1-6.
5. To help in your discussion of this question, you might review some of the truths found in Lesson 3 in the 

discussion on faith.
6. How did Noah find grace in the eyes of the Lord? Must we assume, as the Calvinists do, that He was

foreordained before the world began to receive God’s irresistible grace? Were Noah and his immediate family 
the only “elect” of their day? Were all the other thousands (possibly millions) doomed to hell with no chance 
to repent? If this were true, then why did Noah preach to his generation? For more on Noah’s life and faith see 
Gen. 7:5; Heb. 11:7; II Pet. 2:5.

Discussion Questions
l. Review again the basic errors that underlie the whole Calvinistic system. Probably the basic error is called 

monergism. This is the belief that God can have but one aspect. This belief expresses itself in many areas. 
Calvinists find it difficult to believe that God both allows free will in man and yet is sovereign (in complete 
control) over the universe. Calvinists find it difficult to believe in both predestination and free will. Calvin-
ists claim that God can have only one will. They imagine that anyone He wills to be saved must be saved 
because God wills it. They cannot admit that some things happen that are not God’s will. This leads to all 
kinds of theological tangles such as the loaded questions: Does God will sin in the world? Did God create 
sin? Many Calvinists will not go to the extreme of saying that God wills sin. But others say that He does. 
Calvinists have real problems with making a distinction between the perfect will of God and the permissive 
will of God. Another basic Calvinistic error, based on monergism, is the election of some to salvation and 
others to damnation without their choice in the matter.

In many areas of Scriptural teaching we need to compare Scripture with Scripture to see the whole 
teaching on a matter. For example, some Scriptures speak of salvation as something future (I Pet. 1:9). Does 
this mean that we are not saved now? Of course not. Read I Cor. 1:18. If the Bible spoke of salvation only in 
the future tense, we might conclude that it is only a future reality. There is both a present and a future aspect 
to salvation. Likewise, Calvinists have great difficulty believing various aspects of God’s ways and will.

2. It has been said that Calvinistic doctrine revolves around Romans 9, especially verses 6-29. This passage 
does teach that God has the ability and the right to do as He wishes without being answerable to sinful 
mankind. But the passage must not be construed to teach that He always does so. The passage was not 
written to prove unconditional election and reprobation. It was written to encourage Jewish believers in the 
fact that God has not completely rejected Israel, but a remnant will be saved. Notice also that other parts of 
Romans, even in Chapters 9, 10, and 11 teach faith, repentance, and man’s free choice. See Romans 9:31-
33; 10:8-10; and 11:16-22, 33.

3. God’s grace and love are infinite. He loves mankind so much that He gave His only begotten Son. He loves 
us so much that He gives us the opportunity to be saved. Let us not reject and spurn that great love.

4. Romans and Ephesians contain numerous references to the grace of God. Using a concordance find some 
of them and read them in preparation for this discussion. These references teach God’s part and plan in our 
salvation. It is interesting that sometimes you will find references to the need for accepting and not rejecting 
that grace. This is especially true if you read the context of the verses.
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Lesson 7 - The Security of the Believer

DISCUSSION GUIDE
This lesson deals with some of the Bible passages most used by the eternal security teachers. Also the les-

son considers numerous Scriptures that speak of abiding in Christ, of being overcomers, of obedience, falling 
from grace, and the many “if ’ passages of the Bible. Lesson 8 will deal with the numerous warning passages, 
especially in the New Testament. Lesson 8 will also deal with the subjects of apostasy, assurance of salvation, 
and the new nature within the Christian.

As you teach this lesson, keep in focus the close relationship between unconditional eternal security and the 
first four points of Calvinism. Many do not realize the connection and the serious implications. There are, how-
ever, some who teach eternal security, that try to be careful to “wash their hands” of the rest of the Calvinistic 
system. This is easier said than done.

Getting Into the Scriptures
One group of Scriptures used by the eternal securitiests are the “keeping” Scriptures. These are the passages 

which speak of our Lord’s keeping power. Read the following “favorite” eternal security passages, but read 
them with their contexts, which are given in parentheses. Notice the qualifications and the conditions of God’s 
keeping power. See Philippians 4:7 (7-9); Jude 24 (Note the word able.); John 17:12 (5-12); I Peter 1:5 (1-9); II 
Timothy 1:12 (12-14). Do you see how the eternal security teachers build a doctrine without considering the 
context of passages’? Also consider the passages that speak of our “keeping” something such as Luke 11:28 and 
I Timothy 6:20.
l. Mention is made in the pupil lesson of how the eternal security teachers magnify certain words. A good 

example of this is found in John :3:16, part of which says, “hath everlasting life.” The eternal security teach-
ers tell us to underscore hath. Of course we should underscore hath. But how about underscoring believeth 
as well. And in other passages we could underscore words such as faith, believe. abide, obey.

2. Let us not overlook the differences between natural birth and spiritual birth. They cannot be made parallel 
as some do to prove a point. Natural birth comes without our prior knowledge or consent. Spiritual birth 
does come by the will of God but also because of our own wills. In physical birth we receive a life indepen-
dent of our parents. They can and do die, but we go on living. This is not true of spiritual life. Obviously, 
physical birth and spiritual rebirth result in two different types of life.

Getting Into the Scriptures (Conditional Security)
l. The eternal security people try to tell us that abiding in Christ is merely a matter of fellowship and not 

of eternal life. They also tell us that this passage (John 15:1-7) is a parable, so we cannot press it very far. 
Some say that Jesus was not referring to true believers but to false professors. But why does Jesus call them 
“branches in me”? These branches were not unfaithful members of the church but actual members of 
Christ. Other Scriptures that speak of abiding do not seem to need reinterpreting by the eternal security 
people. See John 14:10; Romans 8:11; II Timothy 2:13; Hebrews 7:3. These passages contain the same 
word translated “abide” in John 1.3:1-7. It is translated variously as remain, dwell, abide. In the passages just 
quoted, Calvinists would not dare give the word less than its full meaning and force. But they are careful 
to reinterpret it in John 15.

John Calvin said of John 15: “Many are supposed to be in the vine, according to the opinions of men, 
who actually have no root in the vine.” This is true but irrelevant to the passage, for it speaks of people in 
Christ as branches.

2. Eternal security teachers read the word fellowship into many of these passages. They claim you can lose your 
fellowship, rewards, and many other blessings, but not your salvation.

3. Consider also the passages that speak of enduring to the end and being saved. See Matthew 10:22; James 
1:12; Matthew 24:13; and Mark 13:13. Some will explain these away by saying they refer to the millen-
nium. Others will try to explain them away by saying that when we become Christians, we automatically 
endure to the end because once we are saved we are always saved. But why would the Scriptures put so 
much emphasis on enduring, abiding, remaining, continuing in Christ and in the faith if it is already a 
foregone conclusion?
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4. Again the eternal security teachers try to explain these passages by saying that false professors of Christian-
ity are meant here or that people can make shipwreck of faith and still be saved.

5. Some will explain these passages away by noting they are parables. But what is a parable supposed to teach? 
Real possibilities or only hypothetical situations? Note to whom these parables are addressed and the seri-
ous warnings directed to these people.

6. Here is a more complete list of the numerous “if ’ Scriptures which clearly show conditions that must be met 
for salvation and continuance in God. A few of them are listed in the pupil’s lesson. Ex. 19:5; Deut. 4:29, 
30; 5:25; 8:19; 11:13, 22; 6:25; 11:27, 28; 28:1, 2, 9, 13, 15, 58; 30:10; Ps. 66:18; Isa. 1:19, 20; Jer. 4:1; 7:5; 
12:17; 17:27; 22:5; 26:4-6; 31:36; 38:18; Ezek. 20:21; 33:14-19; Hosea 6:.3; Jonah 1:6; 3:9; Zech. 3:7; Mal. 
2:2. The New Testament “if ’ passages include: .Matt. 6:14, 15; 19:17; 21:21; John 7:17; 8:31; 10:9; 12:26; 
15:6, 7; Acts 8:37; Rom. 8:13; 10:9; 11:22, 23; I Cor. 15:2; I Tim. 2:15; II Pet. 2:8-10; I John 1:9; 2:3; 2:24; 
5:14, 15; Rev. 3:20.

Discussion Questions
l. Eternal securitiests teach that Arminians misunderstand a handful of Scriptures and ignore the large num-

ber that supposedly teach eternal security. But you will notice that the number of Scriptures we appeal to in 
these lessons is very large, not to mention the many that will be considered in Lesson 8. Robert Shank, in 
his book on the eternal security teaching called Life in the Son, tries to give a rather thorough list of the most 
definite passages that we appeal to in order to show the errors of eternal security. It is of interest to note that 
he was once a Baptist minister who set out to prove the doctrine of eternal security from the Scriptures. 
He concluded by writing a book to show the errors of eternal security. Here is his list of passages which 
show eternal security to be in error. The lesson writer has made some alterations and a few deletions. Matt. 
18:31-3.5; 25:1-13; Luke 12:42-46; John 6:66-71; 8:31, 32, 51; 13:8; 15:1-7; Acts 14:21, 22; Rom. 6:11-23; 
8:12-14, 17; 11:20-22; I Cor. 9:23-27; 10:1-21; 11:29-32; 15:1, 2; II Cor. 1:24; 11:2, 3; 13:1-5; Gal. 5:1-.S; 
Phil. 2:12-16; Col. 1:21-23; 2:4-8; I Thess. 3:1-8; I Tim. 1:18-20; 4:1, 16; .3:8; 6:20, 21; II Tim. 1:11-14; 
2:11-18; Heb. 2:1-3; 3:12-19; 4:6-11; .3:8, 9; 6:4-9; 10:22-29, 34-39; 12:25; James 1:12-16, 21, 22; 2:14-26; 
5:19, 20; I Pet. 1:5-9; II Pet. 1:10, 11; 2:1-22; 3:16, 17; I John 2:3-6, 1.3-29; 3:1-10; .3:4, 5, 16; II John 6-9; 
Jude 20, 21; Rev. 2:7, 10, 11, 17-26; 3:4, .3, 8-12, 14-22; 12:11; 21:7, 8; 22:18, 19.

2. Security in Christ is based on continuing faith in Him. We need to emphasize both the initial act of salva-
tion and continued obedience to remain in the faith.

We are not insecure, for we have the power of God and the Holy Spirit at our disposal. One appeal that 
the Calvinists often make to us is their conclusion that we can never know if we are saved and that we must 
continually be afraid of losing our salvation. “You believe that God will cut you off after every sin until 
you repent,” they will challenge. We need to consider this challenge seriously. What do we believe? There 
are several Scriptures that can help us answer this question. Read I Cor. 10:13; Heb. 12:5-14; and I Cor. 
11:28-32. We know because of these Scriptures that God does not cut us off instantly but gives us time 
to be convicted and repent. God chastens us so that we will be brought to repentance. We are to examine 
ourselves and let the Lord examine us so that we will not be condemned with the world: Having answered 
in this way, we need to be careful not to presume on the grace of God and think that God will allow us to 
live in known disobedience, hoping He has not yet cut us off. Once He shows us sin, it must be dealt with 
promptly .

3. As you discuss this question, emphasize God’s part and our part in trusting Him.
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Lesson 8 - The Security of the Believer (continued)

DISCUSSION GUIDE

Introduction
As you teach this lesson, you will want to show not only the errors of unconditional eternal security but also 

point out the true security and assurance of the believer. You may want to put a great deal f
emphasis on assurance of salvation, for many equate assurance with eternal security. True security comes 

from taking heed to all God’s Word, including the many warning passages we will be looking at today.
One accusation that frequently comes to the believer in conditional eternal security is that we must always 

be living in fear and trembling lest we fall. But if we have our minds fixed on God, trusting Him and what He 
has done for us on Calvary, then we need not fear. If we are walking in the light and on the straight and narrow 
road, we need not fear what lies off to the side. It is when we start getting too close to the edge or deliberately 
stepping into enemy territory that we have reason to fear. Then, too, remember Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress 
who was confronted with two lions guarding an entrance way. As long as he walked exactly between them, 
neither could reach him.

Two Natures in the Believer
The notion that the believer has two natures fighting simultaneously in his breast is very hard for some to lay 

aside. Though this teaching is not limited to Calvinists, the Calvinists take it to an extreme to permit “sinning 
every day.”

The Bible does speak of two natures and there are several passages which, without diligent study, may appear 
to teach this. Therefore many accept the teaching uncritically . The Bible also mentions carnal Christians. There 
are definitely two forces at work in the world, the forces of evil and of good. The natural man and the Holy 
Spirit do indeed conflict. But in the life of the believer either one or the other is in control. Alas, too often it 
is the carnal nature that is in control. The Scriptures know nothing of the two natures both controlling the 
believer at once with first one victorious and then the other.

Some may feel that the debate over two natures is a matter of terminology and is of little
consequence. But if such a belief is used as an excuse for sin and worse for failure to experience Christian 

victory, then we had better reevaluate the teaching. Some excuse their sin by concluding, “Well, it’s just my old 
nature, and I can’t help it.”

Getting Into the Scriptures
As you consider the numerous warning passages, it is very helpful to go to a good concordance with a Greek-

English dictionary to explore the meanings and implications of words. Also look up other passages that use the 
same words to gather the sense of the words. Here is a list of the most common terms in the warning Scriptures 
that are weakened by eternal securitiests:

fall (II Pet. 3:16, 17); draw back; slip (Heb. 2:1-3); partake, enlightened, tasted (Heb. 6:4-9); turn away (Heb. 
12:25); condemned (I Cor. 11:29-32.); shipwreck (I Tim. 1:18-2.0); take away (Rev. 22:18, 19); overthrow (II Tim. 
2:18, 19); departing (Heb. 3:12-19); cast away (Heb. 10:34-39); lose (II John 6-9).
Getting Into the Warning Passages. Questions 2-7 deal with a number, but not all, of the warning passages found 
in the New Testament. We could introduce many from the Old Testament, and it would be appropriate to 
consider them. But eternal security teachers will cry “unfair” if you pull anything from the Old Testament to 
refute their theories. For some Old Testament warning passages, look under the list of “if ’ passages in Lesson 7.

Here are some comments on additional warning passages beyond those listed in the student study guide: 
1) Heb. 2:1-3. This passage speaks of letting the things we have been taught slip and of neglecting “so great 
salvation . “ Eternal security teachers immediately apply this to unbelievers, but the Book of Hebrews and this 
passage appear to be addressed primarily to believers. Obviously, the truth can be applied to unbelievers, but 
the primary emphasis is on the believer . This becomes still clearer when you look up the root meanings of the 
word neglect. It does not mean “ignore” or “refuse to have anything to do with.” The root idea is carelessness 
with something. It is translated elsewhere make light of, not regard. Those of us who have experienced salvation 
must not become careless.

2) Heb. 5:8, 9. This passage speaks of Christ as the Author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him . The 



Copyrighted material. May not be reproduced without permission from the publisher.
18

Calvinist will say that obey refers to obeying the call to salvation, a one-time experience. But note numerous 
other Scriptures which speak of obeying. Also consider Hebrews 3:14. 3) Heb. 6:4-10;

10:26, 27. These passages bring up the question of the extent of apostasy that cannot be repented of and
the unpardonable sin. A thorough discussion of this is beyond the scope of our study here. Suffice it to say 

that many have needlessly feared that any sin would cut them off forever from God. We are not to
judge when a person has reached the state of apostasy spoken of in these passages. It is best to conclude that 

where there is life, there is hope. There is some reason to conclude that any apostasy is unpardonable if persisted 
in until death. Then, of course, there is no hope.

Discussion Questions
l. Many of these warnings could fit either believers or unbelievers, bu t they are addressed specifically and 

primarily to believers. Remember the principles of Biblical interpretation you studied in Lesson 2. One of 
them had to do with interpretation and application of a passage. The interpretation of these warning pas-
sages must take into account the primary audience to which they are addressed, namely believers. One may 
make some applications to unbelievers, but this is application, not the true interpretation. There are real 
dangers to the believer of growing cold, carnal, and ultimately of falling from grace.

2. In light of the evil in the world, we need to go frequently to the Scriptures of comfort to believers.
But we must come to them as true believers, in faith, not as skeptics or while we live in known sin. If we meet 

God’s conditions for salvation and if we heed His warnings, then we will experience the comforts of the 
Scriptures.

3. Assurance of salvation begins with the initial experience and then considers the continuing
experience. It is to this continuing experience that most of the tests of assurance listed in this lesson apply. 

Some think that claiming assurance of salvation is boastful. It can be if we base it on our own goodness 
apart from the saving merits of Jesus Christ. If we glory in the Lord, give Him the credit, and trust in Him 
for salvation, we are boasting in Him when we say, “I know I am saved.”

4. The believer in Christ, who trusts Him in faith, and abides in His love, is sure of salvation. Security is based 
on what Christ has done and our willingness to respond to His gracious provisions and commands.
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Lesson 9 - Influences of Calvinism

DISCUSSION GUIDE

Introduction
This lesson deals with the influences of Calvinism through the last several hundred years to our own day. 

You will not want to spend too much time on forms of church government or other sideline influences. Quickly 
zero in on those influences that relate to the five points of Calvinism. You should not spend a great deal of 
time discussing the various groups that espouse Calvinism or parts of its teachings. It is good to know which 
groups and denominations are involved, however. You might want to supplement what the lesson says by not-
ing groups or persons in your own community that teach Calvinism. Also note that Calvinism pervades much 
of the teaching of many radio and TV preachers. This is one of the many dangers of listening to and watching 
these people.

You will want to spend a good deal of time discussing the influences and terminology that are so common 
that they may creep into our own preaching and teaching. Many of them come from the indiscriminate use 
of commentaries and other helps from Calvinistic authors. In some circles, the influence sometimes comes 
through radio and TV preachers. Ask your minister or other Bible students for help in identifying some of the 
books and other publications that contain Calvinism, especially the unconditional eternal security error. If you 
would have access to a Scofield Reference Bible, you could look up some of the comments noted in the pupil’s 
lesson and you will see for yourself the error.

Questionable Statements About Christ’s Work and About Conversion
If you have access to the booklet, Questionable Statements Regarding the Atonement, please read it in prepara-

tion for this part of the lesson. As you discuss the error that “Christ paid the penalty for our sins,” note that 
only a guilty person pays a penalty. Christ was not guilty of sin. In Scripture the closest we can come to Christ 
“paying” anything is Acts 2.0:.28 which speaks of our being purchased with His blood. The Scripture also says 
we are bought with a price (I Corinthians 6:20). I Timothy :2:6 says He gave Himself a “ransom for all.” This 
all suggests that He freely gave Himself as a sin offering for us. The just died for the unjust (I Peter 3:18). There 
is no hint anywhere of some penalty that Christ had to pay.

What does all this have to do with Calvinism? The penalty theory is part of the teaching that Christ took 
all our sins past, present, and future on Himself so that when we become Christians, all the sins we ever will 
commit are paid for. If this is so, why should believers repent of anything’? Why all the warnings of Scripture 
directed to believers?

As you discuss the belief that Christ suffered in hell for us, note that many Scriptures speak of His suffer-
ing, but all of them refer to His suffering on the cross before He died. There is no hint of suffering between 
the cross and the empty tomb. Regarding Hades (hell) as mentioned in Acts 2:27, 31, it is helpful also to refer 
to t he Old Testament where it speaks of the righteous going to the grave. The Greek translation of the Old 
Testament uses Hades, the realm of the dead here. The translators realized, correctly, that the righteous dead 
did not go to a place of torment, but they avoided the translation “hell” by using “grave.” But this “grave” of the 
Old Testament was the abode of righteous spirits, not of the bod y. Hades obviously had two parts, a place for 
the righteous dead and another place, the prisonhouse of the ungodly.

In considering good works and their relationship to salvation , you may want to find Scriptures that show 
we are not saved by good works. These need to be balanced by Scriptures that point out the place and need of 
good works, such as James 2.

Getting Into the Scriptures
l. You may note that in the Bible we find more passages about holiness, Christian living, and continuing with 

Christ than we do about the initial conversion experience. This does not mean, of course, that the initial 
experience is not important. Calvinists do have a way of applying many passages meant for the Christian 
to the initial experience. And so, when the Bible speaks of obedience, they will interpret it as obedience to 
the call to be saved. I John 1:9, 10 speaks of confession of sins by the believer. Eternal security teachers will 
often apply it to unbelievers and to the conversion experience. In essence, they deny the need for continued 
confession of sin.
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2. Our interpretation of Romans 11:29 ( the gifts and calling of God irrevocable) is based on the context as 
well as the teaching that God does allow Himself to be limited by the free will of man. Review our earlier 
study of the fact that God’s nature is unchangeable. But He does sometimes change the way He works with 
mankind. He chose Israel as a peculiar people, the elect. But this does not mean that every Jew throughout 
history will be saved. Many rejected God and could not enjoy the blessings or the final destiny of the chosen 
people. It is also helpful to recall that election to salvation and predestination are corporate (refer to groups). 
When the Bible speaks of Israel as the elect, it is referring to a nation of people as a whole. Individuals in 
Israel were elect only as they chose to identify with the people of God. In relationship to believers, election 
is also corporate—the body of Christ, the church, is a chosen body destined to receive God’s blessings now 
and in eternity. Individuals are elect or saved only as they choose to be a part of that body and do not turn 
from faith in Christ.

Discussion Questions
1. Some try to dismiss the whole issue of Calvinism by declaring that it is all a matter of terminology. “We 

basically agree,” they claim. Why use erroneous terminology when correct terminology is found in the 
Bible? Why says things that can be misleading? Lesson 10 will help answer this question by showing some 
of the implications of Calvinism. Instead of saying that “Christ paid the penalty for our sins,” we can just as 
easily use more correct Scriptural terminology such as He “bear the sins of many” (Hebrews 9:28); “ justi-
fied by his blood” (Romans 5:9); “ just for the unjust” (I Peter 3:18); made him “to be sin [offering] for us” 
(II Corinthians 5:21).

2. You might note here as you discuss the obvious results of conversion, that many of the radio and TV preach-
ers of our day stress the conversion experience. Yet many speak of being converted but continue to be actors, 
politicians, Sunday ball players, etc. Where is the change of life?

3. Depending on the type of invitation given, this expression may or may not be good. If a general invitation 
is being given, inviting anyone who is not right with God to come for salvation, then “If you have never 
been born again” is not the best expression. There may be backsliders in the audience who were born again 
earlier in their lives. They need to get right with the Lord as much as those who have never had the born-
again experience. This is a common way of giving an invitation to the lost in churches that teach eternal 
security. For they teach that if the backslider were truly born again earlier, he is still born again. Do you see 
the danger here? Might the backslider feel secure in his sins?
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Lesson 10 - The Dangers of Calvinism

DISCUSSION GUIDE

Introduction
No doubt as you have been studying Calvinism, you and your class have been noticing many of the implica-

tions. Likely you have already discussed some of the practical implications and dangers of this system of teach-
ing. Today’s lesson brings a number of the practical implications of Calvinism into focus. Some have mistak-
enly dismissed the whole disagreement between Calvinism and Arminianism as a matter of terminology and 
theological complexity far above the heads of the common people. Many conclude that such debates have little 
effect on practical Christian living.

First, review the five points of Calvinism as outlined in the Pupil’s lesson. Review the Scriptures refuting 
these. Perhaps you will need to pick up some loose ends from previous discussions. It is well to note that not all 
Calvinists take all their teachings to their logical conclusions. But many Calvinists do. These conclusions can 
and will affect people’s view of God, of their responsibility to God, of sin, obedience, and faithfulness.

Implications of Calvinism
Discuss these implications one at a time, looking up the Scriptures given and others you may wish to add. 

Some of these implications of Calvinism can be related to various points and Scriptures noted in previous les-
sons. Here is a list of these implications with references to previous lessons:

Our view of sin and the Christian—see the warnings of Lesson 8.
Our view of the imperative of obedience—consider teachings on obedience in Lessons 7 and 8. Our view of 

God’s commands—see again Lessons 7 and 8.
Our view of assurance of salvation—see comments on assurance in Lesson 8. Infant damnation-see addi-

tional comments in Lesson 4.

Discussion Questions
1. The basic error that underlies the five points of Calvinism seems to be the Calvinistic view of the sover-

eignty of God. Review some of the highlights of the sovereignty of God mentioned in Lesson 1. Somehow 
Calvinists need to realize that God can be in control of His creation while allowing His creation to make 
some choices of its own.

2. Calvinistic error in our own circles needs to be pointed out when and where it happens. We need teachers 
and preachers who are diligent in teaching correct views and in pointing out errors. Our people also need 
to be warned of the dangers of radio and TV ministers and their publications. Often much of what they 
teach is sound with a small but crucial mixture of error. We must carefully and yet forthrightly help those 
who have been taught Calvinism in their churches. The writer of this lesson, who was once a believer in 
eternal security, well remembers his first encounters with those who held the Arminian view. They carefully 
explained their views but refused to argue. Their lives, generally above reproach, witnessed to their desire 
to be Biblical in faith and in practice. Also sharing helpful books and tracts showing Calvinistic error were 
a great help. We do need to assure our Calvinistic friends that we do believe in salvation by grace through 
faith, that we do not believe in trying to attain heaven by human merit. We can share with them our testi-
mony of assurance of salvation. This can help them see our desire to be Biblical.

3. Look in a concordance or other Bible helps for Scriptures on the subject of obedience. You should be 
impressed with the Biblical emphasis on obedience. Trust and obedience are the primary evidences that we 
have faith in God and that we are in the faith.

4. If we become careless in our terminology and in our handling of Scriptures, it will become easier and easier 
to become careless in our practice. We do need to be careful not to put our entire emphasis on correct 
belief. We need to balance it with a strong emphasis on faithful living and spirituality. As we live by faith 
and faithfully adhere to the Scriptures, our practice is bound to be affected. The Word of God will be the 
standard used at the judgment. See John 12:48 and Romans 2:16. The Word is not to be handled deceitfully 
(II Corinthians -:1::2). The Word must not be added to or taken from (Revelation 22:18, 19).
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