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Early Civilizations
 1656 A.C. – 1990 B.C. 

Chapter 2 starts where Chapter 1, Section 3 ended. It describes 
people scattering from Sumer and beginning communities all over 
the world. Then the text returns to the people still in Sumer and 
tells about the development of the Sumerian civilization and its first 
empires. Chapter 2 closes by explaining the causes for the decline 
and collapse of the Sumerian civilization.

SECTION 1 �𐤈𐤈� Scattered People Build Civilizations
From Mount Ararat, Noah’s descendants began moving east. They 

settled in the land of Sumer and began building a city with the Tower 
of Babel at its center. When God scattered the people by confusing 
their languages, some left for distant lands. Others stayed in Sumer.

Little is known of the people who left Sumer, but what is known 
suggests that they migrated in all directions. Some traveled south-

The Bronze Tree of Sanxingdui (left), 
made by one of the earliest Chinese 
civilizations, stands 13 feet (4 m) tall. The 
tree’s fruit is protected by knives and by a 
serpent which stands at the base (above 
right). Near the serpent, a human hand 
(above left) reaches for a piece of fruit.

Places
 ) Indus River

 ) Fertile Crescent 

 ) Mesopotamia

 ) Ur

 ) Yellow River 
Valley

People
 ) Sargon

 ) Ur-Nammu

Terms
 ) city-states

 ) cuneiform

 ) Akkadian 
Empire

 ) ziggurats

 ) loess

 ) terraces
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east into Africa, settling along the banks of 
the Nile River. From those settlers the Egyp-
tian civilization began to develop, and kings 
arose. Over the centuries, the Egyptians and 
the Sumerians shared ideas, traded goods, 
and fought one another. Their achievements 
affected the development of all later civiliza-
tions in the Western world.

Some migrants moved beyond the Nile 
region and spread throughout Africa. Their 
descendants built vast empires—some of 
which amassed fabulous wealth.

Other migrants from Sumer traveled north-
west and settled in Europe. Little is known 
about the early European civilizations. Thou-
sands of years later, their descendants, the 
Celtic and Germanic tribes, became the main 
hindrance to Roman expansion in Europe.

Northeast of Sumer, civilizations developed 
on the vast plains that are now part of Russia, 
northwestern China, Ukraine, and Mongolia. 
Nomadic horse tribes, such as the Huns and 
Mongols, eventually developed from these 
areas and terrorized Europe, China, and the 
Middle East. For a short period, the Mongols 
established the largest contiguous (having all 
regions joined), empire in history.

To the east and southeast of Sumer, small 
villages appeared along the Indus River. This 
area was in what is now northern India and 
Pakistan. Other settlers reached the river-
banks of the Yellow River in what is now 
China. Large rivers helped villages develop 
into thriving cities by supplying water for 
irrigation and by serving as highways for trade 
with other regions.
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Migrants Explore the Ocean
Further southeast of the Yellow and Indus 

Rivers, people migrated from Asia to Austra-
lia. Their descendants are known today as the 
Aboriginals. Other people began to explore 
far into the southern Pacific Ocean looking 
for new islands to inhabit. These explorers, 
known today as Polynesians, became skilled 
seamen. They were able to travel many days 
without a magnetic compass. Instead, they 
used ocean currents and natural 
signs, such as 
birds or 

cloud formations, to tell direction and to find 
land. Navigators could also feel crosscurrents 
caused by waves hitting land. Very skilled 
navigators could detect crosscurrents coming 
from islands up to 50 miles (80 km) away.

The First Settlers Reach the Americas
Some time after people settled in Egypt, 

India, and China, civilizations developed 
on the American continents. It is unclear 
how people reached the Americas, but it is 
likely they crossed over the Bering Strait 
between modern Russia and Alaska. In North 
America, early civilizations, such as the Inuit 

or Woodland and Plains Native Americans 
left few remains. Often these groups 

did not use metals or build 

Wheels Through Time
We use wheels every day. Our cars, skates, 

machines, bicycles, shopping carts, wheelbar-
rows, and many other things all have wheels. 
Who came up with the idea for the wheel? No 
one knows for sure. The Sumerians seem to be 
the first group in Mesopotamia to use the wheel, 
but other societies far from Sumer, such as the 
Celts and the original inhabitants of Mexico, also 
used wheels.

The earliest wheels were made of solid wood 
with a hole in the center for the axle. They were 
made by fastening rounded pieces of wood 
together. 

The next major development of the wheel 
was the invention of the spoked wheel, which 

allowed for lighter and faster 
vehicles. Ancient Egyptian art 
shows what must have been 
very swift and light chariots 
with spoked wheels. 

For thousands of years, wheels changed little. 
Then in the late 1800s, the wheel was trans-
formed by the invention of rubber, which allowed 
for air-filled tires.

A Polynesian 
ship nearing 

land.

20



block houses. Instead, they used materials 
such as wood, bone, and animal skins for 
clothing, tools, and shelters. Over time, many 
remnants of these early civilizations decayed 
and disappeared. Some notable exceptions are 
the adobe homes built by the Pueblo Native 
Americans in the American Southwest. Other 
exceptions are the earthen pyramid and other 
mounds built by the Cahokia civilization near 
the modern city of St. Louis.

In Central America the Olmecs, the Mayans, 
and the Aztecs rose to power and then disap-
peared or were conquered. Unlike the civiliza-
tions to the north, Central American groups 
used stone and mortar for building materials. 
They constructed large cities and temples, 
which can still be visited. In South America 
the Norte Chico, the Chavín, and the Incas 
ruled in succession. These groups also built 
grand temples and cities using stone. Incan 

masons were so skilled that they did not need 
to use mortar in construction. Each stone was 
cut to fit perfectly with those around it. Soon 
after Columbus reached the Americas, the 
Incas and Aztecs were overrun by Europeans.

Sumerian Tools
Perhaps the most famous invention of the 

Sumerians is the wheel. But the Sumerians 
invented many other tools, too. 

Sumerian metalworkers combined copper and 
tin to create the alloy called “bronze.” Because 
bronze is harder than copper, bronze tools 
and weapons are stronger and more effective. 
Workmen used bronze saws, chisels, drills, and 
nails in their building projects.

Sumerian farmers attached a seed funnel to 
their plows. As an ox-drawn plow opened a fur-
row in the ground, seeds were fed through the 
funnel, speeding the process of seeding grains. 
Farmers also used hand tools such as the sickle 
and hoe, which simplified farm work.

Sumerians used sundials to keep track of the 
time of day. Astronomers calculated the time of 
the year with a lunisolar calendar, based on both 
the moon and the sun.

By using tools, the Sumerians were able to 
grow more food and build better cities. Once 
they had secure food sources and protected 
homes, the Sumerians were able to focus their 
attention on improving their civilization.

Study Exercises 2.1� 𒋼𒋼

1. What civilization began along the Nile 
River?

2. Along which river did civilizations begin 
in China?

3. Which North American civilization built 
a pyramid near what is now St. Louis?

Class Discussion� Ⱄ

1. What other actions could have scat-
tered the people at Babel?
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SECTION 2 �𐤈𐤈� The Old Kingdom Thrives
As early Egyptian history progressed, kings 

built bigger and more massive tombs. King 
Zoser ( zō′ sər ) built Egypt’s first pyramid. 
Designed like the ziggurats of Mesopotamia, 
Zoser’s step pyramid loomed 200 feet (61 m) 
above the Egyptian desert. Several later kings 
also built step pyramids to hold their bodies 
after they died.

Only a few decades after Zoser, King 
Sneferu ( snef′ rü ) took the throne. His reign 
marks the beginning of the Old Kingdom of 
Egypt. Sneferu built the first true pyramid—
the Red Pyramid. His son, Khufu ( kü′ fü ), 
built the most fabulous pyramid of all—the 
Great Pyramid at Giza ( gē′ zə ). Although it 
was built thousands of years ago, the Great 
Pyramid is still the most massive stone build-
ing ever constructed, though not the tallest.

Kings Demand Pyramids
Deep within each pyramid was 

a burial chamber for the king 
who ordered the pyramid 
to be built. Favorite queens 
were often buried in smaller 
pyramids nearby. The king 
allowed relatives and favor-
ite government officers to 
build tombs on the grounds 
around the pyramids.

After Khufu’s reign, Giza 
became the burial place of 
Egyptian kings. The Great 
Sphinx ( sfiŋks ), built by 
Khufu’s son, watches over 
this sprawling complex of 
pyramids and tombs. The 
Sphinx has the body of a lion 
and the head of a man, pro-
jecting an air of superhuman 
wisdom and power.

The kings constructed the pyramids at a 
staggering cost of money, labor, and human 
life. The Egyptians accepted this enormous 
expense because of their religious beliefs. The 
Egyptians believed their king was a god, the 
physical son of the sun god Ra. Only the king 
could maintain ma’at ( mə′ ät) , or “the order 
of the world.” It also means both “truth” and 
“justice.” The Egyptian king’s word was law. 
His subjects believed he alone made the Nile 
River rise each year to water the farmlands. 
They saw the king as Egypt’s protector and 
provider, owning all the land and graciously 
allowing the Egyptians to use it.

Kings wore spectacular clothing and a 
variety of crowns to demonstrate their 
divinity. But the pyramids were the greatest 
symbol that the king was a god. Just building 
a pyramid made a king seem like a god to the 
Egyptians. Thousands of workers labored for 

decades to build the largest pyra-
mids, some built with stones 

weighing up to 33,000 pounds 
(1497 kg). They imported the 
white outside casing stones 
used on the pyramids from 
500 miles (805 km) away. 
Workers had to be housed 
and fed. The different 
stages of construction 
had to be precisely 
coordinated. These giant 
structures were different 
from anything people had 
ever seen.

Mummies were often placed 
within layered coffins. This coffin 
is made from wood and is carved 
with the face of the deceased 
and with religious symbols.
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Kings Claim Immortality
The kings filled the burial chambers inside 

the pyramids with valuable treasures, such 
as gold and silver statues, jewelry, and vessels 
studded with precious gems. The kings’ graves 
also contained common objects, including 
clothing, food, and items for daily use. The 
Egyptian religious beliefs required these 
everyday supplies to be placed in the tomb.

Unlike most other ancient peoples in the 
Middle East, the Egyptians believed that some 
people entered another life after they died. 
The items placed in the king’s grave were for 
his use, but what a king would need most in 
this afterlife was his body. So the Egyptians 
developed a method of preserving the body by 
embalming it. Egyptian embalmers removed 

the organs from the body and placed them 
in canopic jars, which were jars carved with 
heads of Egyptian gods. The body of the dead 
person was washed, and the skin was dried 
with natron, a kind of salt. Then the body was 
filled and treated with aromatic plants. These 
eventually darkened the body tissue, making 
it appear deep brown or black. Magic charms 
and writings were sometimes placed in or on 
the body. Finally, the body was wrapped in 
strips of linen. Today, these preserved bodies 
are called mummies.

Workers struggle to take blocks up the Great Pyramid at Giza. The interior of the Great Pyramid.

Both the Great Pyramid 
and the Great Sphinx lost 

their original appear-
ance due to years of 

exposure to harsh 
conditions and 

vandalism.
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Religious Practices Guide Life
In early Egypt, only the bodies of kings and 

royalty were mummified because only they 
were considered worthy of living another 
life. Over time, Egyptian beliefs changed so 
anyone could enter the afterlife by purchasing 
special scrolls. These scrolls contained prayers 
and magic spells a person could use to charm 
his way into the afterlife. Later in Egyptian 
history, their concept of life after death 
changed yet again. Now a person had to live 
an upright life to experience life after death.

Daily life in Egypt was full of religious 
practices. Egyptians performed daily rituals, 
kept seasonal feasts, and practiced magic to 
fend off the demons they believed were haunt-
ing their homes and villages. The Egyptians 
worshiped dozens, if not hundreds, of gods. 
They thought that these gods inhabited 
humans, animals, and objects such as the sun, 
moon, and sky. For example, the god of the 
sky was Horus, represented by a falcon.

Egyptians Develop Paper
While the Mesopotamians wrote on clay 

tablets, the Egyptians invented a kind of 
paper called papyrus. To make papyrus, the 
Egyptians cut the stems of the papyrus plant 
into strips. Then they crisscrossed the strips 
into layers. These layers were pounded for 
several hours before being placed in a press. 
The starch in the papyrus glued the layers 
together, forming a sheet of paper. The papy-
rus paper was then formed into scrolls. Some 
documents written on papyrus have survived 
thousands of years because they are easily 
preserved by the dry climate in Egypt.

Kings Gain More Control
The development of a class of educated 

scribes assisted the growth of Egyptian civi-
lization. These scribes could read, write, and 
carry out complex mathematical calculations. 
In Egypt, as in Mesopotamia, people first used 
writing to record business transactions and 
tax records.

The ability to write and perform advanced 
mathematical calculations gave officials tight 
control over the huge Egyptian government. 
Officials carefully recorded the level of the 
Nile, the size of grain harvests, and other 
conditions in their regions. These reports 
enabled the king to monitor every part of his 
kingdom closely. The Egyptians’ knowledge of 

Many crisscrossing layers of papyrus were used 
to create this paper.

The Egyptians used canopic jars like these 
to hold embalmed organs.
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mathematics permitted builders to construct 
grand government buildings and helped 
astronomers design a calendar based on a 
365-day year.

Because the king firmly controlled his coun-
try, the Egyptian economy was usually strong. 
Prices and taxes changed little from year to 
year. The government always held adequate 
food supplies in case of famine, and kings 
punished corrupt officials. These things made 
daily life stable and peaceful for Egyptian 
commoners. That constant stability seemed 
to support the king’s claim that he was a god.

The Egyptians had contact with the Meso-
potamians but were not much influenced by 
Mesopotamian culture. Although Egypt was 
usually safe from outside attack because of its 
desert borders, there were periods of disorder, 
including some invasions. But for much of 

Egypt’s ancient history, outside influences had 
little effect on life in Egypt. As a result, Egyp-
tian traditions and religious customs changed 
little for more than two thousand years.

SECTION 3 �𐤈𐤈� The Middle Kingdom Replaces the Old
A major political change occurred during 

the rule of King Userkaf, who reigned shortly 
after the completion of the Great Pyramid. 
Until then, members of the royal family had 
always held the highest government offices. 
However, the king feared that one of his 
relatives might become too powerful, murder 
him, and take the throne. To avoid this, the 
king barred his relatives from government 
positions, and for the first time in Egyptian 
history, Userkaf allowed common people to 
fill government positions.

Soon, the most skilled men rose to high 
positions, and some gained great power. 
Instead of weakening high government offi-
cials, the king’s plan made them too powerful. 
A later king responded to this by reducing 
the authority of the central government and 
increasing the power of governors in Egypt’s 
provinces. However, his actions caused the 

central government to become less powerful 
while faraway provinces grew stronger. Gover-
nors in the provinces gained control over local 
tax money, food production and distribution, 
and branches of the army. With their new 
power, local governors and nobles challenged 
and even toppled weakened kings.
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Study Exercises 4.2� 𒋼𒋼

1. Who built the first pyramid?

2. What was carved onto the lids of the 
canopic jars?

3. What process was used to make 
mummies?

4. What kind of paper did Egyptians use?

Class Discussion� Ⱄ

1. In addition to the pyramids, what 
modern structures are famous today?

Chapter 4 59

Textbook Overview
The textbook contains several teaching components: a list of terms, people, and places; 

study exercises for each section; insights; and going globals. 
The Terms bar at the beginning of each chapter includes significant terms, people, and 

places discussed within the chapter. In the text, these words are boldfaced. They are also 
covered in student worksheets and the LightUnits.

The Section Exercises include three or four study questions that address informa-
tion from the section concerning the objectives for the chapter. They can also be used in 
several ways: as homework to go with the reading assignment, as a class opener for the 
teacher, or as a quiz to evaluate if the students read the section. The section exercises 
also include a discussion question, which provides an opportunity to evaluate the section 
material from a subjective viewpoint.

The Insights help students look at the historical events from a Biblical worldview. 
The Going Globals are two-page spreads at the ends of most chapters. They give the 

students a look at people and cultures outside the scope of a Western civilization course. 
The Going Global text is reviewed in the worksheets and LightUnits and is also tested.



In Brief
 ► Hinduism began in India

 ► Third largest religion

 ► Gave rise to the caste 
system in India

 ► Does not have a single 
system of beliefs

 ► Emphasizes righteous-
ness and living by strict 
moral standards

Hinduism
In the centuries after Aryan tribes settled in northern India 

on lands abandoned by the Harappan, they migrated from the 
Indus River Valley across a wide southern plain. From there, 
tribes began to move into the thick forests that surrounded 
another large river, called the Ganges. These tribes cleared the 
forests and built villages along the banks of the Ganges. 

Between 1500 and 400 B.C., the Aryans wrote down their 
histories and beliefs as religious hymns, called Vedas ( vā′ dəz ). 
The Vedas became the basis of Hinduism, the chief religion in 
modern India and third largest religion in the world.

With the rise of Hinduism came the caste system, which 
divided society into separate groups, or castes. The most 
important group was the Brahmins, made up of priests, teach-
ers, and preachers. The second most important caste, the 

Kshatriyas, included kings and soldiers. The third caste was 
the Vaishyas. Members of this caste focused on business 
and farming. The final caste was the Shudras, who served 

the other castes as slaves and manual laborers. Over 
time, the Indian caste system became very 

rigid, and members of certain castes 
were forbidden to associate with 
other castes.

People who did not belong to 
one of the four castes were called 
Panchama, or untouchables. 
They were considered to be 

no better than animals. This 
was because of the Hindu 
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The Vedas

belief of reincarnation, which claims that people die and are 
reborn many times. Hindus believe a person’s actions deter-
mine whether he will be reborn into a better or a worse life. 
Hindus thought that untouchables were people who had been 
especially evil in their past lives and so were being punished. 

Untouchables could only do the most demeaning jobs. 
They were the ones to carry away dead animals and clean 
the sewer systems and latrines. They were forbidden by 
law from entering temples and even some streets. They 
could not attend school and were not allowed to live inside 
villages. Members of the four castes believed they would be 
defiled if they came into contact with an untouchable. As a 
result, the untouchables lived in extreme poverty.

Although India officially outlawed the caste system in the 
A.D. 1950s, people continued its practices for many years. 
Even today in India and some other South Asian countries, 
many descendants of the untouchables are forced to do the 

same filthy, dangerous work that their ancestors did 
for thousands of years.

Ganesha, lord 
of obstacles.

Vishnu in the 
form of a boar.

A bell with 
Hanuman.

Surya, the 
sun god.

Written in Sanskrit, the 
Vedas are religious texts 
that were compiled and 
written in ancient India.

The Vedas are the scriptures 
of the Hindu religion.

A descendant of the untouchable 
class cleans a sewer system.

A worship ceremony at the Ganges River.

A Hindu wedding.

The river god, 
Bishnu-Shesh Narayan.
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LightUnits Overview
The LightUnit study method promotes independent learning. The ten LightUnits 

in this study are based on the ten units of the textbook Across the Ages. Students are 
directed to read portions of the textbook in each LightUnit lesson, and then they 
complete the exercises as directed. These LightUnits use the same format as the 
other Sunrise Edition LightUnits with a continuous review. Each item on the final 
test is reviewed once in the review section of a lesson and often appears on a quiz 
and/or self check. This enables the student to study and review independently. 

Each LightUnit consists of 12 lessons, 2 quizzes, 1 self check, and a final test. 
Students work toward mastery of the final test by studying all the review sections, 
vocabulary words, and the self check. The LightUnit course can be completed in 
170 days. The Study Exercises in the textbook do not need to be completed when 
using the LightUnit study method.

Worksheets Overview
The student material consists of double-sided worksheets. Each worksheet is 

one day’s lesson. Worksheets include a variety of exercises, such as questions, 
matching, multiple choice, charts, and map exercises. General exercises cover in-
formation from the text, and interpretation exercises require the students to infer 
or apply something from the text. Whenever possible, students should do all the 
exercises on each worksheet, but if time is short, the teacher may decide to skip 
the interpretation exercise.

The student’s knowledge of the material is evaluated in two ways. Each chapter 
is followed by a test, and each unit is followed by a review and a test. 

There are two ways to obtain a final unit score. The chapter tests can be aver-
aged and combined with the unit test to get a final score. Or if there is no time to do 
the unit review and take the unit tests, the chapter tests can be averaged and used 
as the final score. Both options are acceptable.

There are 120 worksheets, 30 chapter tests, 10 unit reviews, and 10 unit tests, 
making a total of 170 lessons.





Read “Scattered People Build Civilizations” (pp. 18-21).

Study Exercises

Use the map on page 19 of the textbook to answer the questions.

1. Which civilization ended in 300 B.C.? 

2. How many years did the Xia Dynasty last? 

3. People of which civilization traveled through Asia to the Americas? 

4. Which civilization ended at the same time the Mayan civilization began? 

5. Which civilization lasted through the time of Christ? 

Complete the chart.
Early Civilizations

People group or place 
of origin Settlement or route Present-day country or continent

east and southeast of Sumer
6.   settled along the  

River
7.  Northern India and 

east and southeast of Sumer settled along the Yellow River 8.  

Inuit and Plains Indians
9.   crossed the  

Russia and Alaska

10.    , Mayans, 
Central America

Norte Chico, Chavín, Incas 11.  

Section 1 Early Civilizations

Across 
The Ages

A History of 
Western Civilization

9
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Early Civilizations

People group or place 
of origin Settlement or route Present-day country or continent

east and southeast of Sumer
6.   settled along the  

River
7.  Northern India and 

east and southeast of Sumer settled along the Yellow River 8.  

Inuit and Plains Indians
9.   crossed the  

Russia and Alaska

10.    , Mayans, 
Central America

Norte Chico, Chavín, Incas 11.  

Section 1 Early Civilizations

Across 
The Ages

A History of 
Western Civilization
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SECTION 2.1
Text pp. 18-21

Scattered People Build 
Civilizations

Complete the sentences.
12. Two ways large rivers helped villages develop into thriving cities included:

a.  They supplied water for  .

b.  They served as highways for  with other regions.

13. What were characteristics of the Polynesians?

a.  They used ocean currents and    to determine directions.

b.  They could detect  up to fifty miles from land.

14. The two continents in  were settled after Egypt, India, and China were settled.

Answer the questions.
15. How did God cause people to leave Sumer and travel to other parts of the world?

16. What evidence is there that the Incan stone masons were more skilled than those of Central 

America? 

Circle the letters of the answers to the question.
17. Which three statements are true about buildings in the Americas?

a.  North American buildings have all disappeared.

b.  Central American buildings were made of stone and mortar.

c.  Central American buildings were of better quality than North America.

d.  North American buildings were made of wood, bone, and animal skins.

Match each civilization with its description.

18.   greatly influenced all Western civilizations

19.  built an earthen pyramid near modern-day St. Louis

20.  skilled sailors; found new islands in the southern Pacific

21.  descendants of people who moved from Asia to Australia

22.   descendants of people who migrated from Sumer to Russia

23.   descendants of people who migrated from Sumer to Europe

a.   Aboriginals
b.   Cahokia
c.   Celtic
d.   Egyptian
e.   Germanic
f.   Huns

g.   Mongols
h.   Polynesians
i.   Sumerian
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Review

Match each item with its correct description. Each answer will be used twice.

24.  the science of studying ancient writings

25.  uses pottery artifacts to date the layers of a dig

26.  includes knowing how ancient people wrote their language

27.  the science of unearthing artifacts to study about ancient cultures

Complete the sentences using words from the word box.

artifacts   balks   ostraca   sherds   tells

28. Pieces of pottery with writing on them are  .

29.  are walls that separate an archaeologic dig.

30.  are man-made objects that have survived for many years.

31. Hills that have formed from years of human activity are known as  .

32. Pieces of pottery that are the most common artifacts are known as  .

Answer the questions.

33. What kind of writing uses signs or symbols to represent ideas? 

34. What cycle did many ancient cities experience? 

a.   archaeology
b.   paleography
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A.    Map Exercise
Use the map on page 19 of the textbook to answer the questions.

1. Which civilization ended in 300 B.C.? 

2. How many years did the Xia Dynasty last? 

3. Which civilization traveled through Asia to the Americas? 

4. Which civilization ended at the same time the Mayan civilization began? 

5. Which civilization lasted through the time of Christ? 

B.    Chart Exercise
Complete the chart.

Early Civilizations

People group or place 
of origin

Settlement or route Present-day country or continent

east and southeast of Sumer
6.   settled along the  

River
7.  Northern India and 

east and southeast of Sumer settled along the Yellow River 8.  

Inuit and Plains Indians
9.   crossed the  

Russia and Alaska

10.    , Mayans, 
Central America

Norte Chico, Chavín, Incas 11.  
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C.    General Exercises
Complete the sentences.

12. Two ways large rivers helped villages develop into thriving cities included:

a.  They supplied water for  .

b.  They served as highways for  with other regions.

13. What were characteristics of the Polynesians?

a.  They used ocean currents and    to determine directions.

b.  They could detect  up to fifty miles from land.

14. The two continents in  were settled after Egypt, India, and China were settled.

Answer the questions.
15. How did God cause people to leave Sumer and travel to other parts of the world?

16. What evidence is there that the Incan stone masons were more skilled than those of Central 

America? 

Circle the letters of the answers to the question.
17. Which three statements are true about buildings in the Americas?

a.  North American buildings have all disappeared.

b.  Central American buildings were made of stone and mortar.

c.  Central American buildings were of better quality than North America.

d.  North American buildings were made of wood, bone, and animal skins.

Match each civilization with its description.

18.    greatly influenced all Western civilizations

19.  built an earthen pyramid near modern-day St. Louis

20.  skilled sailors; found new islands in the southern Pacific

21.  descendants of people who moved from Asia to Australia

22.    descendants of people who migrated from Sumer to Russia

23.    descendants of people who migrated from Sumer to Europe

a.   Aboriginals
b.   Cahokia
c.   Celtic
d.   Egyptian
e.   Germanic
f.   Huns
g.   Mongols
h.   Polynesians
i.   Sumerian
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Solve the equation: 3(4 – 2x) = –5x – 10.
 3(4 – 2x) = –5x – 10 Original equation.
 12 – 6x = –5x – 10 Simplified using the distributive property.
 12 – 6x = –5x – 10  6x added to both sides to eliminate the 

variable with the smaller coefficient.
 12 = x –10 Simplified.
 12 = x –10  10 added to both sides to eliminate it from 

the variable side.
 22 = x Simplified. 
 x = 22 Solution reversed to show variable on left.
Check:
 3[4 – 2(22)] = –5(22) – 10 22 substituted for x in the original equation.
 –120 = –120  Check. 

2aExample

+6x+6x

+10 +10

Solve the equation: 3(4 – 2x) = –5x – 10.
 3(4 – 2x) = –5x – 10 Original equation.
 12 – 6x = –5x – 10 Simplified using the distributive property.
 12 – 6x = –5x – 10  5x added to both sides to eliminate the  

variable from the right side.
 12 – x = –10 Simplified.
 12 – x = –10  12 subtracted from both sides to eliminate it 

from the variable side.
 –x = –22 Simplified.
 –x

–1  = –22–1   Both sides divided by –1 to change the  
coefficient of the variable to 1.

 x = 22 Simplified.
Check:
 3[4 – 2(22)] = –5(22) – 10  22 substituted for x in the original equation.
 –120 = –120  Check. 

2bExample

+5x +5x

–12 –12

Example 2b shows the problem solved with variable on the left and nega-tive variable changed to a positive variable by dividing each side by –1.

Math in History 
Thales used calculations 
based on similar triangles 
to figure the heights of the 
pyramids at Giza, Egypt.
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So far, you have solved equations with variables on only one side of the 

equation. However, equations often have variables on both sides, such as the 

equation 2x + 6 = x – 1.

To solve equations with variables on both sides, simplify both sides of the 

equation first and then eliminate the variable from one side of the equation 

using the addition or subtraction property of equality. Then, with the vari-

able on only one side, solve the equation using standard methods. 

 Solve the equation: 4x – 16 = x – 7.

 4x – 16 = x – 7 Original equation.

 4x – 16 = x – 7  x subtracted from both sides to eliminate the 

variable from the right side.

 3x – 16 = –7 Simplified.

 3x – 16 = –7  16 added to both sides to eliminate the constant 

from the variable side.

 3x = 9 Simplified.

 3x
3  = 93 

 Both sides divided by 3 to change the coefficient 

of the variable to 1.

 x = 3 Simplified.

Check:

 4(3) – 16 = 3 – 7 3 substituted for x in the original equation.

 –4 = –4  Simplified. Because this statement is true, the 

answer to the equation is correct. 

1Example

–x –x

+16 +16

It does not matter from which side the variable is eliminated. However, 

eliminating the variable with the smaller coefficient gives a positive variable, 

which is usually preferred. 

Some people prefer to solve equations with the variable on the left, which 

sometimes results in a negative variable. Multiplying or dividing each side  

by –1 will make the variable positive and show the correct solution.

Examples 2a and 2b on the next page show an equation being solved with 

the variable positive and then negative. The answer is the same regardless of 

how it is solved.
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Math in History 
A story is told that when 

Thales’ mule came to a 

stream, it learned to roll 

over to dissolve the salt 

in its load and make it 

lighter. Thales cured the 

mule of the bad habit by 

replacing the salt with 

sponges. 
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Available in July!

For some students, Algebra 1 is the epitome of the “uselessness” of school. As they approach 
high school, Algebra looms over them as a fearful, threatening, and sadly misunderstood class.  
Christian Light’s Algebra 1 course takes the fear and misunderstandings out of the equation. 

It’s manageable. This course teaches new concepts in small increments to avoid overwhelm-
ing students. 

It’s understandable. Students master concepts more easily because each new increment 
builds on and expands concepts that were already taught. 

It’s designed to help students succeed. Learning algebra can be a struggle. Students’ 
minds are stretched. This course helps students succeed by continuously reviewing concepts so they 
become second nature. Students master the material because they retain more of what they study.

www.clp.org/cle

Take the Intimidation Out of Algebra

New


