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Ed Wilson, a biologist at Harvard University, took a 
great interest in ants. He observed that when one died, 
the living ants ignored it. After a day or two, the dead 
ant, which often lay upside down with its feet in the 
air, began to emit an odor. This chemical signal told 
any passing ant to haul the dead ant outside to a pile 
of decomposing ants.

Wilson decided to try to copy the smell of the oleic 
acid produced by the dead ant. Wilson said that the 
process of formulating the odor made his laboratory 
smell like a combination of sewer, garbage dump, and 
locker room. Once he found the right odor, he put a 
drop of the chemical on an ant in the colony he kept 
in his laboratory. 

Immediately the next ant grabbed it and hauled it 
outside to the “ant graveyard.” The “dead” ant walked 
right back into the colony. But it still had the smell 
that said, “Carry me out,” so it was soon hauled out 
again. This happened over and over until the smell 
wore off. 

A believer should have an aroma, spiritually speaking. 
Second Corinthians 2:15, 16 says, “For we are unto God 
a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and 
in them that perish: to the one we are the savour of 
death unto death; and to the other the savour of life 
unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?” 

The ungodly person has a different sort of aroma sur-
rounding him, the stench of sin. Judas had the stench 
of covetousness as he bargained for the betrayal of 
Christ. This foul odor should not come from a believer. 
The Decalogue commands, “Thou shalt not covet” 
(Exodus 20:17). Jesus said, “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness” (Luke 12:15). Paul wrote to Timothy, 
“The love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” 
(1 Timothy 6:10).

The aroma of bitterness that accompanies unforgive-
ness doesn’t belong with the believer, nor do the other 
attitudes mentioned in Ephesians 4:31, 32. “Let all bit-
terness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: and 
be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath for-
given you.”

The stench of immorality at Corinth prompted Paul 
to tell the Corinthian church to expel the spiritually 
dead member, as described in the daily reading.

Taken from Learning Families: Spiritual Lessons from 
Bible Animals (see next page).
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Learning Families
Howard Bean

Learning Families is part of a series of 
four books that helps your family have a 
devotional time together. Each book includes 
a short article like the one on page 1, a Bible 
reading selection, and a continued story. 

Each book has a different theme:
Learning Families:  learning from animals
Fruitful Families:  fruit of the spirit
Worshipful Families:  wonders of creation
Faithful Families:  heroes of faith

$11.95 each 6 x 9

NEW EDITION God’s Will for My Body
John Coblentz

Do you have children who are approaching adolescence? This ten-lesson workbook 
is a guide you can use to help your children understand, accept, and appreciate the 
physical and emotional changes that come with growing up.

This Biblical teaching is a much-needed balance to the messages and images the 
world tries to force on young people. The lessons include fill-in-the-blank questions 
as well as parent-child discussion questions. Topics include physical changes, feelings, 
temptations to impurity, God’s design for men and women, and care of the body. 

Includes two new lessons on gender confusion and the dangers of technology.
241023 $5.95 41 pages, 8½ x 11

God, Our Children, and the Facts of Life
Steve & Sandra Ebersole

As parents, the thought of teaching our children about their God-given sexuality 
may make us uncomfortable. However, God’s design is perfect and wonderful. He 
placed children in our homes, and He gives us what we need to love and instruct them. 
We have the privilege and responsibility to teach them a Biblical view of their bodies.

As parents of fourteen children, Steve and Sandra Ebersole give practical guidance 
and caring counsel for teaching children from toddlers to teenagers and in between. A 
must-read for every parent.
242355 $6.95 87 pages, 5 x 7

Practical Pointers for Training Your Child
Lloy A. Kniss

Our children are a trust from God. We parents are responsible to 
God to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Their success in life, their choices, and even their eternity depend 
much on us. How we need God's wisdom! 

Practical Pointers is one source of that wisdom. What better place 
could we go, aside from the Word, to find wisdom for child training 
than to a godly, experienced, and concerned older person? A Scrip-
turally sound resource for parents, teachers, and ministers.
241120 $7.50 207 pages, 5¼ x 8¼
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“Moving and inspirational”

“Gripping plot”

“Dramatic”

"The descriptions are so vivid that I soon felt enveloped in the 
surroundings and like I knew these people. This is a book that will 
encourage readers, not only thinking in terms of persecution, but 
also those facing other dark times when it seems God is silent."

W H AT   R E A D ER S   SAY

Under a Silent Sky Claudia Lehman
Defying the state church, Jurian has dedicated his life to trans-

lating Scripture into the people’s dialect. Now the powerful 

and ruthless Konrad von Marburg is on the prowl for heretics, 

and Jurian’s time is running out. Only God can save him and 

the Work. But where is God as Marburg closes in? Under a Silent 

Sky is a historical fiction story set in Germany in the 1200s.

265455 $10.95 352 pages, 5¼ x8¼

“What happened, Jurian?”
Jurian didn’t answer immediately. Opening his pack, he 

lifted out and precisely arranged a sheaf of parchment, several 
scrolls, and a few ornate little books on the rough-hewn table.

“I bring news,” he said. “It’s not good.”
“Is it you? Jurian, have you been reported?”
Jurian glanced up. “I wouldn’t have come back here if I 

had been.”
“Tell me, Jurian. What happened? Tell me!”
Tact had never been Jurian’s talent. “It’s the worst thing 

that could happen.” He said starkly. “The worst that could 
happen—to the Work or to us.”

“Then it’s Konrad von Marburg,” Gerard whispered. 
“Yes. The emperor’s decree was posted in Blankenburg.”
The silence that fell between them was so still they 

could hear the sighs of the little girls sleeping in the loft. 
Gerard’s eyes filled. He covered them with a trembling 
hand.  “God have mercy,” he said. “God have mercy!”

Jurian did not answer. He was staring into nothing. 

“When? When will he reach here?”
“Who knows?” Jurian’s eyes blurred with weariness. He 

took an old gray wing feather and began turning it into 
a pen. The razor-sharp knife was awkwardly tiny in his 
fingers. He shaved away slivers of the translucent shaft; 
turned the quill and made a slit into the nib; ripped off the 
down. It was a relief to tear at something. Feeling Gerard 
studying him, he looked up and with a lift of his brows 
invited him to speak.

“You’re going to go on with the Work.”
“Whatever happens, the Work must go on.” Jurian said 

it quietly, but each word was underlined.
“And what if—what if it is not the will of our Father for 

us to live to see it done?”
“I can’t die until it is.” Jurian said it in the same matter-

of-fact tone he would have used to talk about seeding the 
fields. There was nothing melodramatic or mystical about 
him. “We can tell people about the truth. But they need 
His Word.”

E XC E R P T:



Books for Dating or Engaged Couples

Keepsakes: Meditations 
for Courting Couples
Howard Bean
With 52 meditations, Keepsakes challenges courting couples to the highest 
of Christian ideals. This full-color, hardcover book also recognizes that 
courtship is a special time of making memories—some of which can slip away 
over time unless they are duly recorded. 

With space for recording those memories, Keepsakes is not only a source of 
inspiration and instruction, but also a personalized diary of cherished memories.

241535 $24.75 232 pages, 6¼ x 9¼

Before You Say Your Vows John Coblentz
This workbook helps couples look honestly at issues fundamental to marriage. No marriage 

will be stronger than the partners who make the marriage. Before You Say Your Vows helps 
partners face who they are and guides them toward what God wants them to be. It teaches 
the Biblical principles that govern closeness, communication, and lifelong commitment. It’s 
designed for each partner to fill out his or her personal copy, so you will need two copies.

Six lessons:
 1. Personal Background
 2. Roles in Marriage
 3. Communication in Marriage

 4. Values and Beliefs
 5. Principles for Finances
 6. Principles for Intimacy

241320 $3.50 58 pages, 5½ x 8¼

Courtship That Glorifies God
John Coblentz

Dating can form a solid foundation for what may become a 
lifelong relationship, or it can be a time of poor decision-making 
and distraction from God’s will. As an easy-to-read, Biblical 
approach to dating, this booklet offers practical suggestions 
for evaluating whether you are ready to date, creating a healthy 
relationship, avoiding temptations, and more. An excellent 
resource for parents, young people, pastors, and youth leaders.
241021 $2.95 46 pages, 5½ x 8¼

A word fitly spoken is 

like apples of gold in 

pictures of silver. 

Proverbs 25:11

32
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 Communication  
 Problems

 T ranslating from one language to another tends to bring  
 some misunderstandings. Some of these misunderstandings  
  generate problems; others bring smiles. Consider some exam-

ples of awkward or amusing English constructions from around the globe.
An airline ticket office in Denmark informed travelers, “We take 

your bags and send them in all directions.” An English sign in a hotel in 
Athens said, “Visitors are expected to complain at the office between the 
hours of 9 and 11 a.m. daily.”

If you are driving in Kyushi, Japan, you could be perplexed by this 
sign: “Stop. Drive sideways.” (The sign indicated a detour.) If you are 
looking for a tailor, you may wish to avoid the tailor shop that posted 
this sign: “Order your summer suit. Because in big rush we will execute 
customers in strict order.” An East African newspaper reported, “A new 
swimming pool is rapidly taking shape since the contractors have thrown 
in the bulk of their workers.” And a sign in a doctor’s office in Rome says, 
“Specialist in women and other disorders.”

There are more serious barriers to good communication than unfamil-
iarity with the language.

Sarcasm
Ridicule and harmful humor run counter to Ephesians 4:32: “Be ye 

kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another.” Test yourself. 
“How would I feel if this were said to me?” A wise person is known by the 
things he doesn’t say.
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Scripture
Readto
James
3:1-13

Silence
A very damaging way of relating to another person is the “silent treat-

ment.” Refusing to speak is an attempt to control and punish the other 
person. The poet had it right:

Sticks and stones are hard on bones.
Armed with angry art,
Words can sting like anything,
But silence breaks the heart.

Silence also hurts yourself. An old story illustrates this. An old man 
was plowing with his mule, but a friend who had come to visit noticed 
things weren’t going too well as the farmer pulled on the lines. “You know 
you could save yourself a lot of work by saying ‘Gee’ and ‘Haw’ instead of 
just yanking on the lines.”

The old farmer wiped the sweat from his face. “Yep. You’re right. But this 
here mule kicked me six years ago, and I ain’t said a word to him since.”

Avoidance
Being so busy that there doesn’t seem to be a good opportunity to talk 

is a barrier to communication. Tiredness may be used as an excuse to 
avoid meaningful dialogue.

Dishonesty
Of course, outright fibs are a barrier to good communication. But so 

are techniques such as flattery. Verbal manipulation is offensive when a 
person realizes he is being used.

Nagging
To scold, carp, complain, and repeatedly urge does not help a couple to 

communicate in a godly way.

Anger
An angry person is seldom reasonable; a reasonable person is seldom 

angry. James 1:19, 20 tells us to “be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
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wrath: for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” Anger 
interferes with a person’s listening skills. Anger tends to cause us to overstate 
the case. Anger makes a person punctuate his remarks by slamming a door 
or banging his fist on the table. Anger causes a person to exaggerate the 
fault. A person should keep the corners of his mouth up and his voice down.

t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  i t

 • Have any of these communication barriers been a problem for you?

 • How can too much time with work or hobbies affect communication?

 • What strengths do you notice in your parents’ communication?  
What weaknesses?

Our Time Together
Date & Place 

Special Memories 

Prayer Requests 
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Bridal Planner 
Beverly Zimmerman

Weddings are highly anticipated—and a 
logistical challenge. This planner helps the 
bride-to-be stay organized and prepare 
for her wedding so that it can be a relaxed 
and worshipful time.

Sections include:

 � Where do I start?
 � Invitations
 � Helpers
 � Reception
 � Program
 � Ceremony

270010 $29.99 176 pages, 8½ x 11

 � Wedding menu
 � The last week
 � Setup day
 � Directions for 

those in charge



The Pilgrim’s Progress
John Bunyan

To keep his mind busy while in jail, 
John Bunyan began writing. This book 
is the result.

The Pilgrim’s Progress is not easy 
reading, but it is a powerful Christian 
classic that is worth the time and effort.
265465 $9.95 304 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

A study guide and answer key for a 
half-credit high school elective is also 
available.
391116 $5.00 Study Guide

391118 $3.00 Answer Key

New

New

Senior Moments With God
Have you had a senior moment lately? Join the circle as seniors share encour-

agement and wisdom with each other. This compilation of 101 devotionals brings 
a blessing for every believer facing the realities of aging. 

One senior ordered an additional copy to solve a dilemma facing him and his 
wife. He said that they weren’t about to get out of their recliners to pass one book 
back and forth, so he wanted a book for each of them.
242385 $9.95 272 pages, 6 x 9

Dewdrops in the Garden Janis Good
Are you eager for spring to come so you can get your 

hands dirty in the garden or flower bed? From the heart 
of an avid gardener, these meditations are written to 
stimulate blossom and fruit in your heart. This unique 
devotional book also includes a generous sprinkling 
of gardening and flower tips. You are sure to learn 
something you can use.
242390 $11.95 392 pages, 6 x 9

Sristi Jyoti Nepal
Sristi lived in a bamboo hut in a refugee camp. She went to 

school, played games with her friends, and traipsed around 
after her little brother. Every morning Sristi’s mother offered 
incense to a Hindu goddess and rang a worship bell.

One day Sristi opened the Bible someone had given her. 
There, in the very first sentence, she found a special surprise. 
Sristi and her mother began learning about the true God. 
Was He truly better than their Hindu gods and goddesses?
265470 $8.95 165 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Devotionals for Youth
Howard Bean

Bolster your spiritual health with a daily 
devotional. These two books are packed 
with educational, interesting, and humorous 
facts and stories. Each has 365 devotionals 
suitable for both youth and adults. 

In your time alone with God, these books 
will help you think about Biblical truth 
and how to apply it to your life. Each page 
has space to write notes under these two 
headings: “About God” and “To Do.”

Daily Truth for Godly Youth
241445 $11.95 396 pages, 6 x 9

Daily Strength for Growing Youth
241446 $11.95 404 pages, 6 x 9



Christian Light Publications, Inc is a nonprofit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) ministry. Founded in 1969, Christian Light is 
dedicated to proclaiming God’s truth through a wide range of Christian literature including books, tracts, Sunday school 
material, school and homeschool curriculum, and more. This Newsletter is published bimonthly for friends, supporters, and 
people interested in Christian Light’s products and ministry.

Board:  Leon Yoder, Chairman (VA), Elmer Glick (WV), Stephen Good (VA), Amos Kauffman (PA), Allen Martin (PA), 
David Martin (PA), Ira Mast (PA), Eugene Schlabach (VA), Andrew Zimmerman (PA)

1-800-776-0478  |  orders@christianlight.org  |  www.christianlight.org

P.O. Box 1212
1051 Mt. Clinton Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22803-1212

S H I P P I N G  R AT E S

USA

Up to $44.50 $4.00
$44.51-$200.00 9%
$200.01-$500.00 8%
Over $500.00 6%

RUSH (Minimum $4.00) 22%

CANADIAN

Up to $30.80 $4.00
$30.81-$200.00 13%
$200.01-$500.00 12%
Over $500.00 10%

RUSH (Minimum $4.00) 26%

INTERNATIONAL 20%

Thirteen-year-old Twila Hammond looked forward to 
another foster child joining their family. She knew what they 
were getting into. After all, she had two adopted siblings, and 
their family had fostered children before. 

The social worker warned that Tanisha would bring extra 
challenges due to the trauma and neglect she had experienced. 
But when Tanisha arrived, beautiful, charming, and eager to 
please, Twila’s fears vanished.

Then things started to go wrong. No one could explain Tani-
sha’s uncooperative moods, her antagonism toward Mother, and 
her seeming delight in causing trouble and hurting others. 

Exhausted and sometimes misunderstood, Twila and her 
family set out to find help. How will God bring healing not only 
to the small wounded newcomer, but also to the whole family?

265460 $9.95 304 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

A dead ant?
See page 1.


