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Lesson 1
Chapter 1
Introduction

Overview
This lesson is an introduc-
tion to the text Neighbors
in Latin America. It is an
opportunity to explain
class procedures and intro-
duce the workbook,
projects, etc.

Objectives
Students will be able to

Answer questions1.
about what they will be
studying this year using
the Contents pages.
Name some of the2.
“neighbors” (countries)
that will be included in
their study.
Demonstrate familiar-3.
ity with the materials
used in this study as
well as with the class-
room expectations.

Materials Needed 
A wall map of Latin1.
America would be
helpful.
Students’ textbooks and2.
workbooks.
(Optional) Information3.
about yearly projects.

Class Presentation
Show students on a1.
map what part of our world we will be exploring this
year. Notice that the title of our text includes the
word neighbors. Latin American countries are neigh-
bors to the United States and yet many people in the
United States know little about these neighbors. In
our exploring this year, we hope to change that for
our students. We want them to be knowledgeable
about these important countries: so knowledgeable
that they can serve as “guides” for others.
Have someone read the Unit 1 verse, James 2:8 on2.
page 16. Studying about our own country’s history is
important. But studying about our neighbors can also
be enjoyable and enriching. According to this verse, it
also helps us to fulfill the royal law. Ask the students
how studying about our neighbors can help us to love

them. (The more you get to know people and become a
part of them, the easier it is to understand them and love
them.) In a sense, this is what Jesus did in coming to
earth, becoming a man, and living among us. How
did He demonstrate His love for mankind? (He died
for them.)
Have the students turn to the Contents pages in the3.
text Neighbors in Latin America. Help them develop
the big picture of what they will be studying this year
by asking questions like the following. Use the map
to help clarify unit titles as you discuss them.

Into how many units is our study divided? (ten)
How many chapters are in each unit? (two or three)
Which two unit titles deal mostly with the history

ATLAS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

MAP INDEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

UNIT 1
NEIGHBORS IN LATIN AMERICA

Chapter 1
  . . . . . . . . 18

Chapter 2 . . . 26

UNIT 2
GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

 Chapter 3 . . 44

 Chapter 4 . . 58

UNIT 3
THE FIRST AMERICANS

 Chapter 5   . . . . . . . 78

Chapter 6
  . . . . . . . . . . 94

C O N T
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UNIT 4
THE CONQUEST OF LATIN AMERICA

Chapter 7 . . . . . . . . . . . 110

Chapter 8
  . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

UNIT 5
MEXICO, A RUGGED LAND

Chapter 9 . . . . . . . . . 144

Chapter 10
. . . . . . . 156

Chapter 11   . . . . . . . . 164

E N T S

of the area? (The First Americans; The Conquest of
Latin America)

What is the title of the unit that is about the largest
country in the area? (Brazil—Latin America’s Largest
Nation)

In which unit will we discuss the geography and
climate of the area? (Unit 2)

What section of Latin America is mostly islands?
(West Indies)

What is the name of the unit that would give us an
introduction to the people of Latin America? (Neigh-
bors in Latin America, Unit 1)

Add questions of your own.

Have the students turn4.
to the Atlas and the
Map Index that follow
the Contents pages.
The Atlas has physical
and political maps of
the world, Latin Amer-
ica, and the four
sections of Latin
America, as well as a
climate map of Latin
America. The Map
Index lists all the maps
in the textbook, includ-
ing those in the Atlas,
both alphabetically and
topically. Point out that
having the maps listed
both ways enables
them to find a specific
map quickly. Have
them find some maps
in the Index list and in
the Atlas and the text-
book. Teach the
students that using the
Map Index can save
them time when they
do their lessons. 
Point out the Pronunci-5.
ation Guide on page 15. 
Have them turn to the6.
start of Unit 1 on
pages 16 and 17 and
discuss the different
features on these
pages: a two-page pic-
ture related to the unit
content; a caption
explaining the picture; a
map that shows what
the unit covers; a rele-
vant Bible verse; the

titles of the unit’s chapters. If you have time, look at
these pages for other units. Teach the students to
use these pages to learn more about the content of
each unit they study. 
Have the students turn to the start of Chapter 1 on7.
pages 18 and 19. Point out the features they can
expect to find at the start of each chapter: a map
repeated from the unit page; Terms to Discover; Vocabu-
lary words if chapters have Vocabulary.
Show the students that each chapter is divided into8.
sections with accompanying Section Activities. There
are various ways to use the Section Activities: (1) have
the students find the answers prior to class time as a
lesson preview; (2) discuss them orally after reading
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the lesson; (3) use them
to review the material
in the following class;
(4) do something else
that fits your teaching
style. The Section Activ-
ities are a teaching tool
only; they do not cover
all the information stu-
dents need to master
for the quizzes and
tests.
Teach the students9.
how to use the Glossary
and the Index in the
back of the book.
Explain how these dif-
fer: the Glossary
contains the definitions
for the Terms to Dis-
cover (excluding
geographical names)
and Vocabulary words
listed at the start of
each chapter, with the
page number where
each word is intro-
duced in the text; the
Index lists the people,
places, and items stud-
ied in the text, with the
page numbers where
they are found. The
Index can be used to
find places where the
same item appears.
Have them find some
words in the Glossary
and the Index. Both
the Glossary and Index
are valuable tools for
students to use when
doing the worksheets
or studying for quizzes and tests. If they learn to use
these at the beginning of the course, they will need
less teacher assistance during the year. 
Show the students that each unit ends with a culture10.
lesson that will include enjoyable activities and sam-
pling of Latin American foods, which the students
will take turns preparing. Divide your class into ten
groups and assign each group a unit for which they
will be responsible to bring a Latin American food to
share with the class. There are some suggested recipes
on the Resource CD; students can use these or choose
their own from elsewhere. Encourage them to create
a Latin American atmosphere for this activity. 

(Optional) Introduce briefly any yearlong projects11.
that you plan to use. The “Vicarious Tours” in 
Lesson 2 and the “Latin American Atlas,” which
begins in Unit 5, Lesson 5, are the two yearlong proj-
ects included in the Resource CD material. You may
have ideas for other projects. 
Introduce the workbook and discuss how you want12.
the students to use it.

Assignment                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                           

UNIT 6
CENTRAL AMERICA—
CROSSROADS OF THE AMERICAS

Chapter 12
  . . . . . . 176

Chapter 13
  . . . . . . . . . . 188

UNIT 7
THE WEST INDIES AND GUIANA

Chapter 14 . . . . . 224

Chapter 15
  . . . . . . . . . . 232

 Chapter 16
  . . . . . 254

C O N T

CENTRAL AMERICA—
CROSSROADS OF THE AMERICAS
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UNIT 8
THE ANDEAN REPUBLICS

Chapter 17
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266

Chapter 18   . . . . . . . . . . . 288

UNIT 9
THE SOUTHERN CONE COUNTRIES

Chapter 19
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 314

Chapter 20
  . . . . . . . . . . . 328

Chapter 21
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338

UNIT 10
BRAZIL—LATIN AMERICA’S LARGEST NATION

Chapter 22   . . . 354

Chapter 23   . . . . 368

GLOSSARY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 384

INDEX  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390

E N T S

THE SOUTHERN CONE COUNTRIESTHE SOUTHERN CONE COUNTRIESTHE SOUTHERN CONE COUNTRIES

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Lesson 1  
Chapter 17
Section 17.1, pp. 266-270

Worksheet 67

Overview 
This lesson is an introduc-
tion to the continent of
South America. It covers
the three main land groups
and the three main people
groups of South America.

Objectives
Students will be able to

Compare South Amer-1.
ica’s ranking to the rest
of the continents.
Name the three main2.
land regions of South
America.
List the three groups of3.
people that make up
most of South Amer-
ica’s population.

Materials Needed
82A for each student
and B for the teacher.

Map Drill
South America
equator
Tropic of Capicorn
Andes Mountains
Central Plains
Eastern Highlands
Mount Aconcagua
Orinoco River
Amazon River
Río de la Plata river system
Amazon Rain Forest
Guiana Highlands
Brazilian Highlands

Class Presentation
Introduce the continent of South America to the stu-1.
dents. The ten remaining countries of South America
will be the focus of the rest of this book. Have the
students try ranking the seven continents from largest
to smallest both in land area and population, using
Resource 82. The answers from largest to smallest in
land area are: Asia, Africa, North America, South

America, Antarctica, Europe, Australia. The num-
bers should read 2, 5, 1, 7, 6, 3, 4 on the worksheet.
The answers from largest to smallest in population
are: Asia, Africa, Europe, North America, South
America, Australia, Antarctica. The numbers should
read 2, 7, 1, 6, 3, 4, 5 on the worksheet. (The answers
are also on Resource 82B.)
Discuss the three main land regions found in South2.
America. Have the students write the region names on
the handout as you discuss them. 

On the western side, the Andes Mountains stretcha.
from top to bottom. They are the second highest
mountain range of the world, second only to the
Himalayas. The Andes have fifty peaks that exceed
20,000 feet (6,096 m) in elevation (over 3½ miles

South America is the world’s fourth 
largest continent in land area and the � fth 
largest in population. It contains twelve 
percent of the world’s land and has six 
percent of its people. � e continent is 4,600 
miles (7,400 km) long at its longest point, 
and 3,120 miles (5,120 km) wide at its widest 
point. � e southern tip of South America lies 
only 600 miles (965 km) from Antarctica. 
� e southernmost city in the world, Ushuaia 
(ü swī′ ä), Argentina, is in South America. 

� e equator and the Tropic of Capricorn 
run through the South American continent. 
� ree-fourths of the continent lies within 

the tropics, so 
most areas have 
a warm climate. 
South America’s 
hottest weather 
occurs in the 
grassland regions 
near the edge of 
the tropics. In 
the vast tropical 
rain forests near 
the equator, the 
temperature is 
not quite as hot, 
because these 
areas have more rainfall and cloudy weather. 

� e continent can be divided into three 
main land regions: the Andes Mountains 
along the western edge of the continent, the 
Central Plains, and the Eastern Highlands. 

The Andes
� e Andes (an′ dēz) Mountains are the 

longest range of mountains in the world, 
stretching down the entire western side 
of South America. � e Spanish call them 
Cordillera de los Andes—“the rope of the 
Andes.” We do not know for sure where the 
word Andes comes from; it may have come 

High in the Andes are valleys and plateaus where 
farmers raise  potatoes, grains, and livestock.

Andes Mountains
Central Plains
Eastern Highlands
Costa
Sierra
Oriente
Llanos
Guiana Highlands
Selva
Maracaibo Basin
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from an Indian word meaning “copper” or 
from another Indian word meaning “high 
crest.” � e Andes do contain large amounts 
of copper and other valuable metals such as 
gold, silver, tin, lead, and iron; and the Andes 
de� nitely are high.

� e Andes are the second highest moun-
tain range in the world; only the Himalayan 
Mountains of Asia are higher. More than 
� fty Andean peaks reach over 20,000 feet 
(6,100 m) above sea level. � e highest 
mountain in the Andes is Mount Aconcagua 
(ä′ kȯng kä′ gwǝ) of western Argentina. It is 
22,834 feet (6,960 m) high. 

The Central Plains
� e Central Plains make up the largest 

region of South America, reaching from the 
eastern slopes of the Andes to the highlands 
along the Atlantic Ocean. 
� e Central Plains are 
drained by three great river 
systems: the Orinoco and the 
Amazon in the north and the 
Rio de La Plata in the south.

In the north, much of the 
Central Plains is covered 
with the Amazon Rain 
Forest, the largest tropical 
rain forest in the world. � e 
Amazon River drains the 
Amazon Rain Forest, which 
covers nearly a third of the 

South American continent. � e Amazon 
River carries almost one-� fth of the world’s 
freshwater—more than twelve times as much 
water as � ows through the Mississippi River 
in North America. North of the Amazon 
Rain Forest, the Central Plains area is 
drained by the Orinoco River system.

In the southern part of the continent, the 
Central Plains cover the area from the Andes 
to the Atlantic coast. Vast, grassy plains cover 
much of Paraguay, Uruguay, and Argentina. 
� e rivers of the Río de la Plata system drain 
the southern Central Plains.

The Eastern Highlands
� e Eastern Highlands is a large region 

of low mountains in eastern South America. 
� ese mountains are much lower than the 
Andes. � e highest of them are just over 

Grassy plains south of Brazil’s rain forest.

 baron:  Person who has much power in a region or over an activity.

 guerrillas:  Men who are not part of a regular army and strike with sudden attacks.

 service industries:  Jobs that provide services for other people.
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[5.6 km]). In contrast, the Rocky Mountains of
North America have only one peak over 20,000
feet (6,096 m): Mount McKinley in Alaska, which
has an elevation of 20,320 feet (6,193.5 m). Mount
Aconcagua, with an elevation of 22,834 feet
(6,959.8 m), is the highest peak in the Andes. Asia
has over one hundred peaks that exceed 20,000 feet
(6,096 m), most of them in the Himalaya and
Karakoram ranges. All of these are higher than
Mount Aconcagua or Mount McKinley. (Note that
the highest mountains are not always the tallest.
When we talk about height, we mean above sea
level. How tall a mountain is means from the base
to the peak.)
The Central Plains make up the largest region.b.
These plains are drained by three main river 

mostly on the Atlantic and Caribbean coasts.
European Americans, who are found in the south-3.
ern countries and in the large cities.

Despite the different backgrounds of South Ameri-
cans, they share three characteristics. Can the
students name them? (Most South Americans are
Roman Catholic; all the groups were largely affected by
European colonization; most of them have a deep sense of
family loyalty.)
Remind the students responsible for this unit’s cul-4.
tural food activity that they have three weeks to
prepare. See the suggested recipes on the Resource
CD. Make sure the recipe chosen is one from
South America. Encourage them to be creative in
making a Latin American atmosphere. They may

systems: the Orinoco,
the Amazon, and the
Río de la Plata. Find
these three river sys-
tems on the map on
page 268. While the
Nile River in Egypt
is longer than the
Amazon, the Ama-
zon River carries
much more water
than any other river
system in the world.
This is true because
it drains the largest
tropical rain forest in
the world.
The Eastern High-c.
lands are low
mountains in eastern
South America. The
Amazon River
divides the high-
lands into two
regions, the Guiana
Highlands to the
north and the
Brazilian Highlands
to the south.

There are three main3.
groups of people found
in South America.
Have the students
record the boldfaced
information.

Native Americans,1.
who are found
mostly in the
Andean valleys and
remote regions.
African Americans,2.
who are found
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want to center their
theme around an
Andean Republic.
Or you may want to
do the huatia experi-
ment on Resource
100 in Lesson 15 for
this unit’s cultural
food activity.
Assign Section Activities5.
as time allows.

Enrichment
From a mountain climber’s
point of view, Mount
Aconcagua is a relatively
easy mountain to climb.
Although it has only forty
percent of the air pressure
found at sea level, supple-
mental oxygen is not
required to climb it. How-
ever, most climbers still get
altitude sickness to some
degree. In 1897, Matthias
Zurbriggen completed the
first recorded ascent to the
top. The youngest person
to climb it was ten-year-
old Matthew Moniz from
Boulder, Colorado, who
reached its peak on
December 16, 2008. The
youngest climber prior to
that was an eleven-year-old
boy, also from the United
States, who had reached its
summit the year before on
December 30. Moun-
taineers have made a list
called the “Seven Sum-
mits,” which include the
highest peaks on each of
the seven continents. Nearly two hundred mountain
climbers have climbed all seven. The Seven Summits are
Mount Everest in Asia, Mount Aconcagua in South
America, Mount McKinley in North America, Mount
Kilimanjaro in Africa, Mount Elbrus in Europe, Vinson
Massif in Antarctica, and Kosciusko in Australia.

Assignment                                                                                                                     
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9,000 feet (2,700 m) tall. Most stand between 
1,000 and 4,000 feet (300-1,200 m) above 
sea level. �e Amazon River �ows through 
the Eastern Highlands to the Atlantic, 
dividing the highlands into two ranges. �e 
smaller range, to the north, is the Guiana 
Highlands. �e Brazilian Highlands lie south 
of the Amazon. �ey cover a much larger 
area than the Guiana Highlands do, making 
up most of south and southeastern Brazil.

The People of South America
Most people in South America live near 

the coasts. �e interior of the continent has 
few people. Over half of the continent has a 
population density of less than 5 people per 
square mile (2/km2). 

South America’s people can be roughly 
divided into three groups: Native Americans, 
African Americans, and European Americans. 
Although these groups have di�erent histor-
ical backgrounds, they have many things in  
common. For example, most South Americans 
are Roman Catholics. Also, European colo-
nization greatly a�ected all three groups. 
Another quality South Americans share is a 
deep loyalty to the family.

Although people from each of these 
three main groups live in all parts of South 
America, certain regions have greater 
numbers of one or another group. �e 

A Paraguayan working in his shop. Native American women wearing traditional clothing.

This Brazilian cowboy is leading a cattle drive.  
He uses the horn to call the cattle.
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