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How you experience life depends as much on your 
attitude as it does on the things that happen to you. 
Whether you see difficulties as challenges to be over-
come or as personal attacks makes a big difference in 
how you respond. 

Often what makes a difference in the way you expe-
rience treatment from someone else is how you feel 
in your heart toward the person. Think about it this 
way. You go to a friend’s house for lunch. Just as the 
friend comes to the table, she spills a bowl of hot 
tomato soup on you. How do you respond? 

Because the person is your friend, you are probably 
concerned about how she feels. So you minimize the 
event. You say things such as, “It didn’t burn. It wasn’t 
that hot. These are really old clothes and I didn’t like 
them that much anyway.” You do not imagine that 
your friend spilled hot soup on you on purpose. You 
extend grace and forgiveness to her because you like 
her and value your relationship. 

However, if you are having lunch at the house of 
someone you don’t like very much, just the way 
he holds his spoon can make you feel disgusted. 
Spilling soup on you is a much bigger offense, but 
it doesn’t bother you as much because of your posi-
tive attitude toward your friend. Many situations in 
life are like that. How you feel about them is deter-
mined more by your attitude than by the magnitude 
of what has happened.

The Bible tells the story of a young Israelite girl who 
was taken captive by the captain of the Syrian army. 
This girl had no choice in where she was made to 

live and what work was assigned to her each day. 
The army of Syria had invaded Israel and she had 
been forcibly seized. Naaman, the commander of the 
Syrian army, took her home and gave her to his wife 
as a servant.

The Bible doesn’t tell us the name of this girl, but it 
does tell us how she responded to her captivity. She 
had likely seen and experienced difficult things in 
her young life. She would have had every reason to 
be angry and desire revenge on Naaman and his fam-
ily. Yet the Bible tells us that she took a very different 
view of her situation.

Naaman was powerful and important. He had won 
many military victories, which made him popular 
with the king of Syria and the people. In spite of all 
the good things in Naaman’s life, he had one big 
problem. He had leprosy. Leprosy was a terrible dis-
ease that affected people over a long period of time. 
Because it was contagious, the person with leprosy 
was quarantined.

The Israelite girl could have decided that Naaman 
deserved to have leprosy. She could have been secretly 
happy that he and his family were suffering. She could 
have assumed that God was pun-
ishing Naaman for his cru-
elty to the people of Israel. 

If she had allowed a  
negative atti-
tude to control 
her thoughts, she 
might have been 
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uncooperative and unhelpful to Naaman’s wife. Such a 
negative attitude toward Naaman and his family would 
have been understandable.

However, this girl had a heart of compassion for the 
man who had taken her from her family. She showed a 
positive attitude even though she was in a difficult situa-
tion. When you forgive others and choose to have a posi-
tive, helpful attitude, you are able to bless other people. 

Every person has something to offer to others. The 
Israelite girl offered her knowledge of God and her faith 
to Naaman’s family. You also bring something special 

to your family. You have something valuable to offer 
them. It will be difficult, if not impossible, for you to 
be a blessing to your family if you hold onto bitterness, 
grudges, and a bad attitude. 

God brought you into the family where you are today. 
He has created you in a special way and has given you 
gifts. You can be a blessing to others. Don’t allow self-
pity or a bad attitude to keep you from being a blessing 
to your family. Your attitude does matter.

Selected and adapted from Part of the Family. See page 3 for 
more information.

God’s Will for My Body John Coblentz
Do you have children who are approaching adolescence? This ten-lesson 
workbook is a guide you can use to help your children understand their 
bodies and accept and appreciate the physical and emotional changes that 
come with growing up.

This updated edition includes two optional new lessons on gender 
confusion and dangers of technology.

241023 $5.95 41 pages, 8¼ x 11

Dewdrops in the Garden
Janis Good

Like our gardens and flowerbeds, hearts go through 
seasons of change too. These meditations are catego-
rized by season and can be enjoyed year-round. This 
unique devotional book also includes many gardening 
and flower-growing tips from an avid gardener.
242390 $11.95 392 pages, 6 x 9

Just Can It!
Beverly Zimmerman & Arvilla Friesen

Gardening season is almost here! This five-year “diary” enables gardeners to capture 
the results of their hard work on paper for future reference. In addition to canning 
charts, Just Can It! includes templates for recording the following information:

 ► canning and freezing records
 ► gardening records
 ► garden plot records

 ► flower bed records
 ► pictures
 ► recipes

For example, the Gardening section includes spaces for the following informa-
tion: Year, Date Planted, Date Harvested, Amount Planted, Variety Planted, Where 
Purchased, and Notes. 
270045 $16.95 256 pages, 6 x 9
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Books Related to Adoption and Foster Care
Tanisha Jewel Carter

The Hammond family looked forward to another foster child joining their family. 
The social worker warned that Tanisha would bring extra challenges due to trauma 
and neglect. But Tanisha arrived beautiful, charming, and eager to please.

Then things started to go wrong. Tanisha was antagonistic toward Mother and 
seemed to delight in hurting others. Exhausted and sometimes misunderstood, 
the family set out to find help. How will God bring healing not only to the small 
wounded newcomer, but also to the whole family?
265460 $9.95 304 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Part of the Family Merle Burkholder

God’s Foster and Adopted Children
The Bible tells stories of men, women, and children who did 

not grow up in their families of origin. Part of the Family is a 
short, practical study of these people and how God used their 
difficult circumstances to make something beautiful.
241560 $6.95 84 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

The Night the Angel Came 
Sharilyn Martin, illustrated by Diane Horst

This is the true story of how God reached down and touched the heart 
of a little adopted girl traumatized by grief and separation from her birth 
mother. The vivid oil paintings on each page capture the tears and the fear, 
the light and the peace that make this simply told story so powerful. Grown-
ups as well as children will treasure this beautiful story.
264645 $15.95 48 pages, 8¼ x 9¾

For This Child We Prayed
Thomas and Rhoda Bontrager

Thirty true adoption stories reflecting the 
disappointment of childlessness, the anticipation 
of adoption, and a wide range of emotions related 
to adopting. For This Child We Prayed encourages 
adoptive families and those considering adoption.
263970 $3.95 236 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Tied With Heartstrings
Compiled by Marian D. Reinford and Emily D. Martin

These writers, most of them adoptive mothers, know the realities of abandonment, 
early childhood trauma, biracial and international adoption, and the uncertainties of 
foster care. Other family members and adopted children, now adults, also share their 
viewpoints and experiences. This compilation of stories and articles portrays moments of 
desperation, laughter, encouragement, grief, and much more. Over 100 entries!
241615 $12.95 448 pages, 6 x 9



Bible School Curriculum
This curriculum is designed for use in a wide range of 
summer Bible school and outreach situations. It can also be 
used at home or other settings for Bible instruction.

Workbooks
Each book includes ten lessons plus 

craft activities in the lower levels. 
Grade level designations are only 
suggestions because the workbooks 
can be used for other grades as well. 
Kindergarten levels are the same level 
of difficulty and are interchangeable. 
Kindergarten 1-3 $4.50 each
Grade 1–High School $4.30 each

Teacher’s Guides
Each workbook has a corresponding 

teacher’s guide with answers along with 
instructions, discussion questions, and 
more. The teacher’s material for Kinder-
garten levels 1-3 and Grade 1 include a 
colorful poster for every lesson.
Kindergarten 1-Grade 1 $9.95 each
Grade 2–High School $4.30 each

You can see sample lessons 
by going to our website, 
typing “summer Bible 
school” into the search box, 
and then clicking “See a 
Sample” under each book. 

Kindergarten 1

Kindergarten 2
Kindergarten 3

Grade 4

Grade 1

Grade 5
Grade 6

Grade 7

High School
Grade 8

Grade 2
Grade 3



Selected Books From Other Publishers
Led by His Hand Romaine Stauffer

Merle and Edith Burkholder served in snowy northwestern Ontario and under the tropical sun 
in Haiti. God also led Merle to help begin and administer savings groups among the needy around 
the world. From Ontario to Haiti to Kenya and Thailand and Bhutan and India, these stories 
portray the experiences of a missionary—a mixture of success, failure, and everyday living. 
265480 $13.99 298 pages, 6 x 9

Captain Garrison
Katrina Hoover Lee

Nicholas’s parents had taught him right from wrong, 
but bitterness and the lure of a sailor’s life led him far 
from God. After years of braving storms and pirates on 
the high seas, Nicholas became desperately ill. As his 
wicked life stared him in the face, he remembered his 
Moravian friend Brother Josef and the verses his mother 
had taught him as a boy. This historical fiction story is 
based on the life of a real eighteenth-century sailor. 
265510 $14.99 382 pages, 6 x 9

Patrick of Ireland David Bercot with Shannon Latham
For centuries the life of Patrick was buried under a blanket of fables. Patrick was not a 

Roman Catholic, but a missionary who gave up his comfortable life in Roman Britain to live 
in poverty and danger in Ireland. He took the Gospel to the very people who had kidnapped 
him when he was a teen. While this book is a young reader’s edition suitable for elementary 
students, teens and adults will also enjoy it.
265500 $9.95 239 pages, 5 ¼ x 7 ¾

Tales of Sumarkand
Krie of D’Ages

This unique book is a compilation of stories about Christians in Muslim countries, 
simply called Sumarkand in this book. These “tales” must be considered fiction but are 
based on facts. Events and names of people and places have been changed to protect 
those persecuted today. This easy-to-read and engaging book of short stories will teach 
you about life in Muslim countries as well as God’s amazing work there. 
265485 $9.95 178 pages, 5 ½ x 8 ½

Creation and Salvation Lester E. Showalter
The study of science can be faith-strengthening or faith-threatening. 

On the one hand, the amazing wonders of the physical universe point 
to a Creator. On the other hand, some observations and theories raise 
troubling questions. Science can never meet the soul’s deep need for 
meaning and deliverance. This book is for those who are searching for 
God or who want to strengthen their faith in God. 
265490 $4.90 79 pages, 8¼ x 5 ¼
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Up to $44.50 $4.00
$44.51-$200.00 9%
$200.01-$500.00 8%
Over $500.00 6%

RUSH (Minimum $4.00) 22%
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Under a Silent Sky
Claudia Lehman

Under a Silent Sky is a historical fiction 
story set in Germany in the 1200s among 
the Waldensians. Defying the state church, 
Jurian has dedicated his life to “the Work”—
translating Scripture into the people’s dialect. 

Now the powerful and ruthless Konrad von 
Marburg is on the prowl for heretics, and 
Jurian’s time is running out. But where is God 
as Marburg closes in?

The riveting story of Jurian and his friends—
and his enemies—encourages us to be 
faithful even when God seems to be silent.

265455 $10.95 352 pages, 5¼ x 8¼
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