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Section 2

6. It Will Do Fine
Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish 

plucketh it down with her hands. Proverbs 14:1

    Vocabulary  beholden  dilapidated  domain

A Look up the vocabulary words in the glossary. Complete each defi nition.

1.   beholden: being under obligation  to someone
2.   dilapidated: fallen into ruin  as a result of neglect
3.   domain: an area of activity  or knowledge

 B Find the etymology of domain in the glossary. Complete each exercise.

4.   The English word domain comes from the Latin word dominus, meaning master  . 

The Latin word dominus came from domus, meaning house  .

5.   Complete each sentence with a word that contains the root domin.

domineering  dominion  nondominant

a. At Creation God gave man authority or dominion  over the earth.

b. A domineering  person acts as if he is master over others.

c. Using your nondominant  hand for tasks such as writing and eating is less 
comfortable than using your dominant hand.

Introducing the Story
Th e idiom make do means to manage to do something without having all the resources one 

would like to have. A person who cheerfully makes do with inconveniences is pleasant to be 
around and easy to get along with. In “It Will Do Fine” by Elizabeth Coatsworth, a family 
makes do with what they have rather than complaining about their hardships.

C Write a suggestion for a way to make do with each inconvenience.

6.   No chairs Example: Sit on overturned buckets.
7.   Worn carpet Example: Cover the spot with a piece of furniture.
8.   No table Example: Lay a board across two stools to create a table.
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5. Quiz 1; Extra Activity

To prepare for Quiz 1, study the following items:

 Allusion
 Authors of the selections from Section 1
 Vocabulary words from Section 1
 Memory verse: James 1:17

When you are ready, ask your teacher for Quiz 1.

Extra Activity: Word Study
A Complete the crossword puzzle by writing the word that each situation suggests. Notice the 

prefi x ex- in the words.

examine   exchange   excite   exert   exhibit   exit   expand   expel   extract   export   exude

Across

1.   Out of a pine tree comes a sticky substance.

2.   Two countries trade political prisoners.

4.   Can we add to the guest list?

5.   Rice is shipped out from India.

6.   Al will display his moth collection.

8.   That news will stir up everyone.

Down

1.   The investigator will question the prisoner.

3.   Put forth your strength to move the bricks.

4.   The dictator wants to drive out minority 
groups.

5.   These machines draw out oil from seeds.

7.   Signs mark the doors that let you go out of 
the building.

1
E X U D E
X

2
E X C H A N G E

M
3
E

I X
4
E X P A N D E
X E

5
E X P O R T

P X T
6
E X H I B I T

7
E

L R X
A I

8
E X C I T E

T
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Lesson 6

F Answer each question.

16.   Susan’s father told her not to fret, saying it was no good crying over spilled milk. How is this 

idiom an understatement about their situation? Example: Losing your house is
much more serious than spilling milk.

17.   Susan said John would read his eyes out of his head if she didn’t keep after him. What does this 

hyperbolic statement tell you about John? He loved to read.
18.   Coatsworth uses a simile to describe the hens. How were they like little old women?

They seemed to be chatting quietly. or Their feathers looked like gray
shawls and red bonnets.

Examining the Author’s Craft
An author uses diff erent types of characterization to reveal the personalities of characters. 

If characters are portrayed as convincing and true to life, readers more easily identify with 
them and understand the theme or lesson of the story.

Using direct characterization, an author simply tells what a character is like. For example:

Martha was shy and studious. She often sat by herself at lunchtime and read a book.

Using indirect characterization, the author presents actions, dialogue, and responses, allowing 
readers to infer the personality of the character. For example:

Martha hesitated and then slipped over to an empty table in the corner of the room. 
Opening her book, she began to read as she ate lunch, oblivious to her noisy classmates.

In “It Will Do Fine,” Coatsworth uses both types of characterization.

characterization: the way an author reveals the personality of a character

G Write the name of the character who matches each example of characterization. Then identify 
each example as D for direct characterization or I for indirect characterization.

19.    David (Dad)  D  small, weather-beaten, blue-eyed

20.    Susan  D  the image of her father, small, quick, bright-eyed

21.    David (Dad)  I  “If I take bad advice, I must abide the consequences.”

22.    David (Dad)  I   He lay sleepless overhead, blaming himself for having made them 
all beggars.

23.    John  I  “I think better when I rub my head,” he explained.

24.    Susan  I  “I declare I’ll bake a cake this afternoon,” she said, nodding.

25.    John  D   a good boy, smaller than most boys of his age but brown and hard 
as a little brown nut, and upstanding

18

Lesson 6

Th e title “It Will Do Fine” describes the attitude that the characters display in their 
response to diffi  culty. How does a person’s attitude aff ect the way he deals with confl ict?

Oral reading class: “It Will Do Fine” (pages 77-87)

Understanding the Content

D Read about the author on page 87 of the reader. Answer each question.

9.   For what group of people did Elizabeth Coatsworth mainly write? children
10.   Why was she able to write stories set in countries all over the world? She traveled widely

during her life.

E Answer each question by circling the letter or writing the answer.

11.   Is the story told from a first person or a third person point of view? third person
12.   Which statement is true about the effect the point of view has on the story?

a. Readers know only what John is thinking and feeling.
b. Readers experience the story mostly from Susan’s perspective. 
c. Readers know what every character is thinking and feeling at all times.
d. Readers see what is happening but do not know what feelings the characters are 

experiencing.

13.   According to page 77, in what way did the Little Littles stand out among all the families at the 

Harbor? They were the hardest-working and the thriftiest.
14.   What does the following sentence tell you about David Little’s habits? “The stuttering put-put-put 

of his motor through the darkness and fog an hour or two before dawn was the alarm clock by 
which many a man woke, yawning.”

a. David Little rose earlier for work than many of his neighbors.
b. David Little could not see through the fog in the early mornings.
c. The motor of David Little’s boat was louder than everyone else’s.
d. Men at the Harbor hired David Little to wake them each morning.

15.   Because the characters were static, what conclusion can you draw about them?
a. They were happy-go-lucky and accustomed to a life of ease and pleasure.
b. They were going through a diffi  cult experience they had never faced before.
c. They were hard-working and had already learned something about “making do.”
d. They needed to change their attitudes and behavior if they wanted to be successful.
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7. Farewell to the Giants
Let the fi eld be joyful, and all that is therein: then 
shall all the trees of the wood rejoice. Psalm 96:12

  Vocabulary  devastate  revel  reverie

A Look up the vocabulary words in the glossary. Write the defi nition of each word.

1.   devastate to destroy or completely ruin
2.   revel to feel intense pleasure or satisfaction
3.   reverie a state of pleasant and idle reflection

Introducing the Essay
David Kline wrote “Farewell to the Giants” as a tribute to a virgin forest that he loved. A 

virgin forest is one that has not been signifi cantly disturbed for many years. Th ese forests reveal 
the careful design and beauty of God’s creation. Sometimes people who want to preserve the 
forest for environmental purposes clash with those who see the fi nancial value of the timber.

B Write one or more sentences explaining how both the forest and timber are useful.

4.    Example: The forest is home to many animals, and trees release oxygen
into the environment. Timber is useful for building many products.

At the time of Creation, God gave Adam dominion over every living thing. Sometimes 
man, lacking wisdom, misuses nature’s gifts or disturbs its balance. What are the conse-
quences of being unconcerned with nature’s harmony?

Read “Farewell to the Giants” (pages 88-93).

After you read it, initial the line.  

Understanding the Content

C Read about the author on page 93 of the reader. Answer the question.

5.   How might David Kline’s lifestyle and setting have inspired his books of essays on nature?

Example: He lived on a farm and had opportunities to observe nature.

20

Lesson 6

Critical Thinking: Propositions
Th e lesson verse is a contrasting parallel, one of the techniques of Hebrew poetry. In it, the 

conjunction but connects two propositions. One of the propositions could describe a character 
in the story.

H Complete each exercise.

26.   Write two propositions the lesson verse makes.

“Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.”

a. Every wise woman builds her house.
b. A foolish woman plucks her house down with her hands.

27.   Write a proposition that states which woman Susan was like. Susan was like the wise
woman.

28.   Give evidence from the story to support the proposition about the kind of woman she was.

Example: Susan cleaned the house and worked hard to make it a
comfortable place for her family.

Refl ection and Response
In spite of losing nearly everything they had, David Little and his children quickly adjusted 

to their new circumstances. Th ey did so without complaining about what they had lost, being 
distressed at the lonely, dilapidated house they had moved into, or blaming others.

I Complete each exercise to answer the question about a truth illustrated in the story.

29.   How does a person’s attitude affect the way he deals with conflict?

a. State the question as a proposition.

 A person’s attitude affects the way he deals with conflict.

b. Provide evidence from the story to support the 
proposition.

  Example: In “It Will Do Fine,” Mr. 
Little and his children were cheerful 
and content. They responded cheer-
fully even when they lost their house 
and had to start over in a new place.

c. Explain what the evidence helps you 
understand about the proposition.

  Example: This example 
shows that a good attitude 
toward life will help you 
handle conflict better.
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Lesson 7

F Answer each question by circling the letter(s) or writing the answer.

14.   What is the subject of Kline’s essay? trees or the forest
15.   Which sentence best summarizes Kline’s view of his subject?

a. Trees should be cut for lumber only if they are already dead.
b. Trees should be cut for lumber to improve the appearance of a virgin forest.
c. Trees should not be cut for lumber because they contribute to nature’s harmony.
d. Trees are sometimes more valuable in the forest than they are when cut for lumber.

16.   What are three facts and opinions Kline uses to support this view?
a. Many industries need wooden pallets.
b. Many memories are associated with the forest.
c. Trees provide food and shelter for wild animals.
d. Lumber is a more valuable resource to man than trees.
e. A forest is beautiful and provides benefi ts for a community.

Critical Thinking: Propositions
Metaphors make language vivid and interesting and convey shades of meaning through 

comparisons. Rather than stating propositions in literal language, these comparisons describe 
an experience or create certain feelings. Th ey have a meaning far beyond the meanings of the 
literal words that make up the metaphor.

A poet could state several propositions literally: “We belong to God. God cares for us.” Or 
he could use a metaphor rich with meaning: “We are the sheep of God’s pasture.” Th is meta-
phor creates a delightful image, suggesting an experience and conveying meaning through the 
feelings it creates.

G Answer each question about the metaphoric statement.
In the fourth autumn I went back, not with the confi dence of someone on familiar ground, 

but more like a stranger in an alien land.

17.   To what does the narrator compare his visit to the woods? He compares it to being a
stranger in an alien land.

18.   How could he have described his experience with a proposition that uses literal language instead 

of metaphoric language? Example: The surroundings seemed unfamiliar and
strange.

19.   Imagine how a stranger in an alien land would feel. What does the comparison help you under-

stand about the narrator? Example: He felt unhappy and out of place in these
surroundings.
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Lesson 7

D Answer each question and complete each exercise.

6.   What was one reason Kline decided to take his son to see the woods?

He wanted his son to see what it had been like when the first settlers
came. or He wanted to say goodbye to a place he loved.

7.   Circle the letters of two things that doomed the woods, according to Kline.
a. The new owner found the farm in disrepair.
b. Most people are not too reverent about trees.
c. The new owner was young and inexperienced.
d. Modern technology recognizes few natural boundaries.

8.   List the birds or animals that lived in or at each of the following places in the woods.

a. the wooded hill great horned owl
b. the wood’s edge song sparrow, titmouse, nuthatch
c. a knothole near the top of a tall white oak fox squirrel
d. beech tree redheaded woodpecker, blue jays, squirrels

9.   How would cutting down the trees affect the creatures that lived in the woods?

Their homes would be destroyed.
10.   Underline the words that create a delightful mood for Kline’s visit to the woods with his son.

 beauty disrepair ghostly grand parklike shaded

11.   Underline the words that create a mournful mood for Kline’s visit four years later.
 brambles briars choked haven helter-skelter pleasant

E Based on context, circle the letter of the defi nition of each italicized word.

12.   I would often take a morning off on the pretext of hunting for squirrels to come here and revel in 
this grandeur.

a. a prior statement b. regret for a mistake c. a reason that hides the real intention

13.   The primeval forest, once home to the squirrel, raccoon, and pileated, had become an impene-
trable jungle.

a. tightly sealed b. stiff  and unyielding c. diffi  cult to get through

Examining the Author’s Craft
Essays may be written to persuade, inform, teach, or describe. A personal essay, such as 

“Farewell to the Giants,” is based on the writer’s own experiences and opinions. Using personal 
examples, the writer connects with readers while conveying a belief or viewpoint.

essay: a short piece of writing expressing a writer’s view on a subject
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8. Poetry: The Wild Horses; 
The Wolf Cry

Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou 
clothed his neck with thunder? Job 39:19

Introducing the Poem
Mary Gilmore, the poet who wrote “Th e Wild Horses,” lived in Australia much of her life. 

Australia is home to the largest wild horse population in the world. Managing these horses has 
become a controversial issue in parts of the continent. While over-killing leads to extinction, 
overprotecting may lead to environmental damage.

A Read about the poet on page 95 of the reader. Complete each exercise.

1.   Name two places where Gilmore lived. Australia, Paraguay
2.   List two of Gilmore’s occupations.  poet, schoolteacher

Read “The Wild Horses” (pages 94, 95). After you read it, initial the line.  

Interpreting the Meaning

B Answer each question by circling the letter or writing the answer.

3.   Using two similes, what does Gilmore compare the horses to in the first stanza?
a. surging water b. a thunderstorm c. a trickling stream

4.   By repeating the word never in the first stanza and showing that man has never controlled the 
horses, what quality of the horses does Gilmore point out?

a. beauty and grace b. daring and savagery c. wildness and freedom

5.   What technique did Gilmore use in describing the horses as “timid and daring”?
a. paradox: a statement that seems to contradict itself
b. hyperbole: an exaggeration used to emphasize a point
c. understatement: a statement that makes something seem less important than it is
d. imagery: the use of fi gures of speech that appeal to one or more of the fi ve senses

6.   In what way are wild horses both timid and daring? Example: They fear man and run
from him, but they are strong and daring in their freedom.

7.   In what way does Gilmore say the horses are like the wind? They are unconquered.
8.   In the poem, readers are told to take three actions: first to watch, then to mark, and finally to 

follow. What reason do the last three lines give for these actions? The horses will soon
be gone from the mountains.
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Lesson 7

Refl ection and Response
God designed nature so that everything works together in an orderly way. When man wastes 

or misuses any part of this gift, he disrupts the order.

H Complete each exercise.

20.   Name a consequence that came from the new owner’s lack of concern about nature’s harmony.

Examples: Wild animals and birds lost their homes, weeds and thorns
overtook the area, the shade was gone.

21.   Name something you enjoy in nature and describe how to care for and enjoy this gift.

Example: I enjoy taking nature hikes. Two ways to take care of this gift
are being careful not to litter and to look without touching.

Review

I Answer each question.

22.   Who is the author of “It Will Do Fine”? Elizabeth Coatsworth
23.   For what group of people did she write many of her books? children

J In the fi rst blank write the letter of each vocabulary word’s denotation. In the second blank 
write the letter of its connotation.

24.    b  beholden to someone f
25.    a  a dilapidated house e
26.    c  writing is her domain d

K Complete the memory verse.

27.   Every good gift  and every perfect gift  is from above, and cometh 

down from the Father  of lights, with whom  is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning  . James 1:17

Denotation Connotation
a. falling apart or ruined d. specialty; skill
b. being under obligation e. neglectful; lazy
c. a sphere of knowledge f . debt; bondage

or activity
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Section 1

1. Unit Overview

Introduction: Hold Fast Your Dreams

A Imagine that each example is a dream you have for the future. Write a choice you could make 
now that would help you to “hold fast your dreams.” Answers will vary.

1.   Foreign missionary Example: Learn another language.
2.   Medical career Example: Learn first aid and study anatomy and biology.
3.   Parent Example: Play with children and volunteer to babysit.

Poet’s Technique: Review

B Scan the meter of Lines 2-8 of the poem. Complete the rhyme scheme. In the chart, write a 
poetry term that matches each defi nition and provide an example from the poem. Refer to the 
poetic terms on page 58 if needed.

Nothing Gold Can Stay

4.   1Na ture’s / first green / is gold, a  5Then leaf / sub sides / to leaf. c
2Her har / dest hue / to hold. a  6So E / den sank / to grief, c
3Her ear / ly leaf’s / a fl ower; b  7So dawn / goes down / to day. d
4But on / ly so / an hour. b  8Noth ing / gold can / stay. d

Poetry Term Defi nition Example

5.   end rhyme
the rhyming of fi nal stressed 
syllables or fi nal words in lines 
of verse

Any two line numbers with this type of rhyme

Any: 1, 2; 3, 4; 5, 6; 7, 8

6.   perfect rhyme
a rhyme with the last stressed 
vowel and all sounds following 
it containing identical sounds

Word pair example
Any: gold, hold; fl ower,
hour; leaf, grief; today, stay

7.   iambic foot one unaccented syllable fol-
lowed by one accented syllable

The line numbers following this pattern
Lines 2-7

8.   trochaic foot one accented syllable followed 
by one unaccented syllable

The line number following this pattern
Line 8

 ′ ˘ ˘ ′ ˘ ′  ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′  ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′  ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′

“N
ot
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ng

 G
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d 
C
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 S
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y”

 b
y 

R
ob

er
t F

ro
st

.

 ˘ ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′  ′ ˘ ′ ˘ ′

Reading 804
Hold Fast Your Dreams

Th e word dream can refer to a series of thoughts, images, or emotions that happen during sleep. 
It can also refer to a cherished ambition or goal. Because this second type of dream provides hopes 
and ideals for life, the dreams you cherish should honor God.

As you read the selections for this LightUnit, you will meet characters who had the courage to 
dream big dreams. Observe the role these goals and ambitions played in changing the characters, 
enabling them to overcome obstacles or helping them to make a diff erence in the lives of others.

Th is LightUnit is used with pages 171-227
of Where Roads Diverge, the reader for Grade 8
of Christian Light Education’s Reading Series.

Memory Verse
Keep thy heart with all diligence;

for out of it are the issues of life. Proverbs 4:23
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Lesson 1

2. Appeal to emotion: trying to persuade others by causing them to feel certain emotions.

Example: “It’s no good defending Buck. Th is town is better off  without hoodlums, and I 
dread having another Torres grow up here. We’re not safe.”

a.   Premise 1: Th is town is better off  without hoodlums.

b.   Premise 2: Th is town is not safe with another Torres growing up here.

c.   Conclusion: Miss Christie should not bother defending Buck.

Th is appeal is an attempt to make Miss Christie feel loyal to the town and afraid for peo-
ple’s safety. But Miss Christie had heard this argument frequently in her forty-three years of 
teaching and pointed out that it was never true before.

3. Appeal to ignorance: claiming something is true because it has not been proved false.

Example: “Buck says he didn’t mean to start the fi re. Of course, he’d say something like 
that. He made the story up. He’s trying to shift the blame.”

a.   Premise 1: Buck says he didn’t mean to start the fi re.

b.   Premise 2: Buck cannot prove his story.

c.   Conclusion: Buck is guilty of arson.

Th is appeal is an attempt to prove Buck’s guilt by saying he could not prove his innocence. 
But a lack of evidence did not mean Buck was guilty of arson.

4. Appeal to majority: claiming something is true because many people believe it.

Example: “People don’t want their children in school with Buck, and they’re right. I’m 
relieved to get him out of school and sent to the reformatory.”

a.   Premise: People don’t want their children in school with Buck.

b.   Conclusion: Buck needs to leave school.

Th is appeal is an attempt to justify sending Buck away because many people wanted it to 
happen. But the majority of the people based their evaluation on Buck’s family and not on 
Buck’s own character.

D Write the letter of each fallacy beside its example.

a. appeal to authority  b. appeal to emotion  c. appeal to ignorance  d. appeal to majority

12.    d  “Buck is guilty. All the men on the school board think so.”

13.    a   “Buck needs to go to a reformatory. That’s what Ted Reynolds says, and he’s the town’s 
banker.”

14.    b  “I want to sleep tonight knowing the town is safe from that terrible Torres gang.”

15.    c  “Buck can’t prove his story. Clearly, he’s guilty.”

2

Lesson 1

Word Study

 

Study the chart. Learn the defi nitions of the prefi x mono- and the roots fect and nov.

Word Part Defi nition Example

fect to make, do A germ that makes its way into your body can infect you.

mono- alone, one A monopoly is complete ownership by one person or company.

nov new An innovative person comes up with new ways to do things.

Word Meanings: Roots and Prefi x

C Write the word created by combining the word parts. Then write a defi nition for the word, using 
the meanings of its word parts. Use a dictionary if needed.

9.   per- (completely) + fect (to make, do) = perfect
Defi nition Example: to make or do completely well

10.   mono- (alone, one) + logue (speech, word) = monologue
Defi nition Example: a speech by one person

11.   re- (again) + nov (new) + -ation (action or process) = renovation
Definition Example: the process of making something new again

Critical Thinking: Fallacies
A fallacy is an error in reasoning. It is an argument that sounds good until you examine it 

closely. In a fallacy, the premise does not actually support the conclusion although it appears to. 
Learning to recognize common types of fallacies will help you identify them in arguments and 
avoid them in your own thinking.

Fallacies include faulty appeals such as the following:

1. Appeal to authority: claiming something is true because an authority said it is true.

Example: “We believe that Buck Torres is the culprit because Mr. King told us that Buck 
boasted to his son Jimmy about setting the schoolhouse on fi re.”

a.   Premise 1: Mr. King says Buck boasted to Jimmy about setting the schoolhouse on fi re.

b.   Premise 2: Mr. King is a well-to-do, prominent man in the community.

c.   Conclusion: Mr. King’s testimony convinces us that Buck is the culprit.

Th is appeal is an attempt to prove Buck’s guilt by quoting the testimony of a prominent 
man in the community. But as you learn later in the story, Jimmy was trying to hide his own 
involvement in the fi re and used his father to promote the idea that Buck was guilty.
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Lesson 2

“Th e Iron Shells” includes two opposing characters. One character is patient, per-
sistent, and in desperate need of a job. Th e other character enjoys playing a cruel joke on 
anyone looking for a job at his shop. What traits help a person overcome obstacles?

Oral reading class: “The Iron Shells” (pages 172-179)

Understanding the Content

D Read about the author on page 179 of the reader. Answer each question.

12.   When did Henry K. Webster’s writing career begin? when he was young
13.   How do you know that Webster became a popular author? His later novels and short

stories were much sought after by publishers.

E Write the letter of each literary technique beside its example from the story.

a. foreshadowing  b. hyperbole  c. irony  d. metaphor  e. sarcasm  f . simile

14.    e  “Anything means nothing. Haven’t you found that out yet?”

15.    f  He banged away like a steam engine.

16.    b  He was mad enough to have staved in the side of a battleship.

17.    d  There the iron shells were, a shattered and defeated army.

18.    a  “It’s a bargain,” said Mr. White. There lurked something like a twinkle in his tired eye.

19.    c   McNichols thought Mr. White’s face spelled “business incompetence,” yet Mr. White was 
paid well in the end.

F Answer each question by circling the letter or writing the answer.

20.   Which word best matches Mr. White’s physical description in the first paragraph?
a. handsome b. frail c. gruff  d. strong

21.   Which character trait best describes the blacksmith, based on his response to Mr. White’s 
request for a sledgehammer?

a. cruel b. generous c. sarcastic d. sympathetic

22.   How did Mr. White demonstrate each problem-solving skill as he worked to break the shells?

a. persistence Example: He didn’t quit until he found a way to break them.
b. observation Example: He noticed the frozen water in the bucket.
c. understanding Example: He knew that water expands as it freezes.

4

2. The Iron Shells
If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy 

strength is small. Proverbs 24:10

    Vocabulary  aff ectation  discourse  fi delity  incompetence  transcend  unobtrusive

 A Write each vocabulary word beside its defi nition.

1.    transcend  to go beyond the limits of; exceed

2.    fidelity  the quality of being faithful

3.    incompetence  lack of ability or skills

4.    unobtrusive  without attracting attention

5.    discourse  to converse at length about a topic

6.    affectation   speech or behavior that is a deliberate pretense often designed 
to impress

B Find the etymology of aff ectation in the glossary. Complete each exercise.

7.   Explain what a person is making or doing by putting on an affectation.  Example: The
 person is trying to make an impression with pretend speech or behavior.

8.   The word affectation is sometimes confused with the more common word affection. Write the 
word that completes each sentence, showing that you understand the meanings.

a. “Hello, little brother,” Jax said with  affection  as he met his new family member.

b. No  affectation  marked Jax’s words; he was genuinely interested in the baby.

Introducing the Story
Just as characters in a story face confl ict, people in real life encounter obstacles. Th ree 

important problem-solving skills are observation, understanding, and persistence. A character 
in the short story “Th e Iron Shells” by Henry K. Webster demonstrates these skills.

C Write observation, understanding, or persistence to match the defi nition of each skill.

9.    persistence  continuing in the task before you

10.    observation  noticing details and seeing what goes on around you

11.    understanding  developing a good knowledge of the way things work

84

804 – 2

Copyrighted material. May not be reproduced without permission from the publisher.



7
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H Answer each question about the protagonist and antagonist of the “The Iron Shells.”

28.   Who is the protagonist, the central character of the story? Mr. White
29.   What significant obstacle did the protagonist face? He faced the difficult task of

breaking the shells.
30.   Who is the antagonist, the character who opposed the protagonist? Mr. McNichols
31.   How did he oppose the protagonist? He gave Mr. White a job he probably

couldn’t do and jeered at him.
32.   What strength did this opposition reveal in the protagonist? Example: It revealed

Mr. White’s determination and perseverance.

Refl ection and Response

I The skills of observation, understanding, and persistence can help you solve many problems. 
Answer the question about using these skills to help solve a specifi c problem.

33.   Imagine that a new student at school does not know much English and does not understand the 
rules of the games at recess time. How could you help solve this problem?

a. observation Example: Observe the student to see which parts of the
games he has most trouble understanding.

b. understanding Example: Find the clearest ways to communicate, whether
with signs, actions, or simple language.

c. persistence Example: Keep working on communicating until the student
understands and enjoys the games.

 Answers will vary.

Review

J Write the defi nition of each root and prefi x and a word that contains it.

34.   fect to make, do  Example word Answers will vary.
35.   mono- alone, one  Example word  
36.   nov new  Example word  

K Complete the memory verse.

37.   Keep thy heart  with all diligence  ; for out of it are the issues  of 

life  . Proverbs 4:23

6

Lesson 2

23.   What would have happened if Mr. White had been impatient or given up easily?

Example: He would never have found a way to break the iron shells.
24.   Based on Mr. White’s character traits and the resolution of the conflict, what is the theme of the 

story? Examples: Persistence helps a person overcome obstacles.
Patience and persistence help people succeed in their goals.

G Label each example of characterization of McNichols as speech, thoughts, or actions. Write one 
thing you can infer about McNichols from each example.
 Answers for last column may vary.
Method of 

Characterization Story Example What It Shows

25.   speech “Anything means nothing. Haven’t you 
found that out yet? What’s your name?”

Example: He was abrupt 
and spoke curtly.

26.   actions
“Quarter of an hour of it was all he could 
stand. Then he threw down the sledge and 
marched off  to the offi  ce without a word.”

Example: He gave up 
easily.

27.   thoughts
“Suspicion kindled again in McNichols’ 
mind, and with a heavy frown he eyed his 
employee all the way to the door.”

Example: He started to 
feel less confident.

Examining the Author’s Craft
Th e well-developed characters of Webster’s story include both a protagonist and his antag-

onist. One sets up obstacles and creates confl ict that the other must somehow overcome.

Protagonist: the central or leading character of a story

Antagonist: the primary opponent of the protagonist

Th e protagonist is the central character of a story who makes key decisions and faces the most sig-
nifi cant obstacles. An antagonist opposes the protagonist, creating obstacles and confl ict that reveal 
the strengths and weaknesses of the protagonist.

Study the Greek word parts and their meanings to better understand the terms:

prot- : fi rst    anti- : against   agon : a struggle, a contest

In “After Many Days,” Aaron Rempel faces signifi cant obstacles during the war: he is the 
protagonist. His antagonists are the communists, who oppose him and create confl ict.

Literary Element: Characters – Protagonist and Antagonist
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