
Spelling Flash Card Instructions
Some students struggle to spell new words. By combining pictures, 
story, color, and humor, these cards use visual aids to transfer word 
spellings into long-term memory. 

These cards supplement but do not replace the regular and 
systematic phonetic instruction. Students often know the phonetic 
sounds but need a tool to help the mechanics stick. The goal over 
time is for them to learn the correct spellings without needing to 
use these cards. 

Students who fail often begin to expect failure. Success helps to boost 
students’ hope and confidence, which in turn aids their learning.

While these cards are intended for students who have difficulty 
learning to spell correctly, they may also benefit “normal” learners 
and ESL students. Use them at your discretion. 

How to Use the Spelling Cards
• Before introducing a new word, give the student a few seconds 

to look at the card and share what he notices about it. Listen 
for observations like, “The card has just one word on this 
side.” or “There is a picture with the word.” Respond with 
encouragement like, “You’re really observant today.” or “You 
noticed a lot of detail!” 

• Ask the student if he knows what the word says. If he doesn’t, 
ask if the picture gives him a clue. (Some words name the 
picture and others suggest the concept.) 



• Engage with the student as you read the sentence on the back 
of the card, embellishing it to aid understanding if necessary. 
Review the spelling of the word, focusing on silent letters or 
difficult letter combinations. Optional: It may help to spell the 
word backward too. 

• You may use this method with individuals or with a class. 
Students who have extra time may enjoy studying the cards on 
their own. 

• Review the cards every day for a week, or longer if needed. You 
may also want to review them in subsequent weeks to ensure that 
students are retaining the spellings. As the stack gets larger, you 
may split it into smaller review groups for shorter sessions. Once 
the spelling is mastered, you may file the card.

• As you continue to add new words, you may want to split words 
into smaller review groups.  Several short (3-5 minute) review 
sessions are more effective than a single long session. 

• Learning to visualize words will aid a student in learning and 
memorizing them. 


