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Lesson 1    
Invention, 

Line and Movement

The Swiss Army Knife
Art History Focus:

Lesson Objective
Create a mixed media, imaginative tool in the 
style of the Swiss Army knife utilizing contour 
line, a monochromatic color harmony and im-
plied movement in design.

Lesson Overview
Three 40-50 minute class periods 

The students will create a two-dimensional 
work of art using drawing, painting and collage 
techniques.
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Supplies National Standards

 Vocabulary

Grade 7
Creating
VA:Cr2.1.7a Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various materials, 
methods, and approaches in creating works of art or design.
VA:Cr2.3.7a Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a work of 
art, design, or media that clearly communicates information or ideas. 
Responding
VA:Re8.1.7a Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the characteristics 
of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject matter, and use of 
media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.

Grade 8
Creating
VA:Cr2.1.8a Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to 
pursue ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of art-making or 
designing.
VA:Cr2.3.8a Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually clear 
and compelling presentations.

Responding
VA:Re8.1.8a Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, 
characteristics of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, and 
relevant contextual information contributes to understanding messages or ideas and 
mood conveyed.

Day 1
• Worksheet 1, page 203 (1 copy per 

student)
• 9”x12” heavy drawing paper            

(2 pieces per student)
• Pencils (1 per student)
• Ultra-fine tip, black, permanent 

marker (1 per student)
• Tools or pictures of tools used in 

specific occupations or hobbies

Day 2
• Watercolor pan sets (students can 

share)
• Small paint brushes (1 per student)
• Water cups (students can share)
• Paper towels (1 per student)
• Scissors (1 per student)

Day 3
• Collage materials relating to specific 

occupations or hobbies
• Scissors (1 per student)
• Glue sticks (1 per student)
• 9”x12” black construction paper     

(1 piece per student)
• Black oil pastel (students can share)

• Contour Line
• Mixed Media
• Monochromatic
• Collage
• Emphasis
• Implied Movement
• Stable lines
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Daily Lesson Sequence
Day 1
Preparation
• Gather supplies for Day 1. Copy Worksheet 1, page 203.
•  Several days ahead of time have students think of a job or hobby they are interested in. Have them make a list of the tools used 

for that job or hobby. Tell them to bring in 8-10 tools or pictures of the tools for class. Pictures from catalogs would work fine. 
Tell the students they will be drawing the tools. 

Sequence of Activity
1. Introduce the lesson using Lesson Introduction, page 11.
2. Hand out Worksheet 1 and go over the list of tools with the students. Have students make a list of tools they would like to 

include in their drawing and collect the reference images they will need. 
3. Hand out 9”x12” heavy, white drawing paper and pencils. Demonstrate for the students how to draw the body of the knife. 

Use the poster as a reference photo. Include lines in the side where the tools would “fold” into the body. Show the students 
the Swiss cross on the handle of the knife. Encourage them to draw a symbol on their handle that represents the occupation or 
hobby they have chosen. Allow students time to work. 

4. Hand out a second sheet of paper. Tell students to fill the paper with drawings of tools. Remind them to draw small but in basic 
proportion to each of the other tools and to the knife body they have drawn. Rotate throughout the room giving feedback. 

5. When students are finished have them trace over all of their lines with an ultra-fine tip, black, permanent marker. When ink is 
dry erase any stray pencil lines. Hand out markers and allow students time to work. 

Closure
• Have students clean up. Have students write their names on their pieces. Collect all work, worksheets and reference photos. If 

students brought actual tools they may take them home.  
• Tell students that next class they will be painting the tools and knife.
• Review with students using Review Questions, page 15. 

Day 2
Preparation
• Gather supplies for Day 2. Fill cups with water. 
Sequence of Activity
1. Review with students using Review Questions, page 15. 
2. Tell the students that today they will be painting their tools using watercolor paints and a monochromatic color scheme. 
3. Demonstrate how to paint the tools using a 

water color wash. Water down the paint so that 
it creates a fairly light value. Watered down 
black will look gray and be used for painting to 
look like metal. Remind students to use only 
one color besides black and white to create a 
monochromatic color scheme. Hand out paint, 
water, brushes, paper towels and drawings and 
allow students time to work. 

4. When students have the watercolor wash finished 
on all of their tools demonstrate for them how to 
add shading to their tools through use of value. 
(See example, right.)  Using a less watered down 
paint to create a darker value use paint along the 
sides of the tools to create a shaded effect. This 
will aid the contour lines in making the tools look 
more three-dimensional. Allow students time to work. 

5. When students are finished painting the tools and the knife body have them cut out the tools using a scissors. For really fine 
details it may be helpful to use a box cutter or art knife. Hand out scissors and allow students time to work. 

Closure
• Have students clean up. Have students store all small, cut out pieces in an envelope or folded piece of paper. Collect work. 
• Tell students that next class they will be using collage to create their final compositions.
• Tell students to bring in photographs, magazine clippings, labels, or any other paper memorabilia having to do with their chosen 

hobby or occupation. Tell them to bring the memorabilia several days before the next class so you can make black and white 
photocopies of the images to remove color.
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Day 3
Preparation
• Collect supplies for Day 3. As students bring in their photographs and memorabilia, make black and white copies for them to use 

in their collage.
Sequence of Activity
1. Review with students using Review Questions, page 15.
2. Tell students that today they will be finishing their mixed media compositions using collage techniques. 
3. Tell students that they will begin by making the background of the collage. They will use the black and white photocopies of 

the materials that they collected. By using black and white photocopies they will add interesting details without straying from 
their monochromatic color scheme. It will also help to add emphasis to the knife because the knife will be the only part of the 
composition that uses color. 

4. Demonstrate how to cut out shapes, pictures, words from their photocopies and glue onto a 9”x12” piece of heavy, white 
drawing paper. Show them how to fill in blank white spaces by tracing around the blank space with a black oil pastel and then 
smudge the black into the white area using your finger. Hand out papers, glue, scissors, photocopies and oil pastels. Allow 
students time to work. Tell them to fill the whole background as much as possible. Shapes running off the side of the paper can 
be trimmed off.

5. Demonstrate how to arrange their knives on the paper. They can cut slits along some of the lines they drew along the sides of 
the knife body to slip the ends of the handle of the tools into. Show them how to fan the tools out to create a feeling of implied 
movement. Allow students time to work, lay out their knife designs and glue them down.

6. Tell students that they will finish by adding a few stable lines to the composition to frame and point back to the knife design to 
create more emphasis. Demonstrate how to cut out lines from black construction paper and arrange to “frame” the knife. The 
lines should be both vertical and horizontal but should create a visual path that points back to the knife design. 

7. Hand out black construction paper. Rotate around the room giving guidance on arrangement of lines.
Closure
• Have students write their names on their pieces and clean up. 
• Display all of the artwork and hold a review/critique. Where did we use contour line? What two ways did we achieve a feeling of 

form in our tools? What is collage? What color scheme did we use in our pieces? What two ways did we bring emphasis to our 
knife designs? How did we use implied movement? What lines in our design are stable?
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Project  Steps
Day 1
• Draw tools with contour line
• Go over lines with ultra-fine tip, black, permanent marker

Day 2
• Add color with watercolor paints 
• Cut out tools

Day 3
• Collage background
• Arrange and glue on knife body and tools
• Add lines to create a visual flow for implied movement
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Review Questions

Grading Rubric

1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5 
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
Total:      /30

Grade:
Comments:

Swiss Army Knife

Use of Contour Line                       

Use of Color—monochromatic                                       

Use of Implied Movement             

Creativity—tool selection and arrangement                                                                 

Effort—took time and put forth effort in creating

Craftsmanship—project is neat and edges are clean

1. What man  first started manufacturing the knives for the Swiss Army? Karl Elsener
2. What tools did it include? A blade, a reamer, a screwdriver and a can opener 
3. What type of lines did we use to draw our tools? Contour line
4. What is mixed media art? Art that uses a variety of mediums in one piece
5. What color scheme uses only one color plus its tints and shades? Monochromatic
6. What French term refers to gluing pieces together on a surface to make a work of art? Collage
7. What are some ways to create emphasis in a work of art? Answers will vary
8. What  kind of lines create implied movement in a work of art? Diagonal lines
9. What kind of lines are Stable lines? Vertical and horizontal lines
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