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There is under our roof a small furry rodent whose name 
is Chippy Brown. And he belongeth to my daughter.

Now Chippy hath great zeal, but he hath not much 
understanding. And because of his abundant energy 
and vision must limitations be imposed upon him 
so that he follow not his own wisdom and discern-
ment into his big wide world and thus work havoc 
unawares. And one imposed limitation is a cage.

Now the manufacturers of the cage, knowing the 
nature of hamsters, have placed in the cage a wheel. 
And for Chippy, this wheel openeth the doors of the 
cage, as it were, for by it doth he travel far and wide, 
and by it doth he realize sundry and great accomplish-
ments. For when his aspirations and ambitions rise 
within him, then doth he mount the wheel 
and . . . go!

Then after a season, having 
considered himself to have 
traveled an acceptable 
distance, he disembarketh 
and inquireth of his new 
surroundings. But finding 
them surprisingly similar 
to those of his point of 
departure, he faithfully 
steppeth back onto his well 
trodden path yet again and 
raceth on into his future.

Thus is Chippy’s occupation 
during most of his waking 
hours, and it bringeth him 
great satisfaction and 
fulfillment in life, for by 

his frenzied activities doth he acquire a sense of indus-
try, accomplishment, and usefulness. 

And he putteth forth admirable diligence to run the 
race that is set before him, knowing not that this race 
leadeth nowhere. Neither doth he experience discour-
agement, for he hath great zeal. But alas, that zeal 
is not according to knowledge, for he knoweth not 
that without me he can go nowhere, nor accomplish 
anything useful.

And so he toileth on, knowing not that it is but an 
exercise in futility. And he is happy.

So the wheel became a parable unto me. And I said to 
my soul, “Behold now, is not thine understanding like 

unto the understanding of a rodent? Therefore, pause 
to ponder thy path, and perceive now that 

activity doth not equate utility.”

And when I had paused the 
treading of my wheel, and 

when my rodent mind 
had feebly reflected upon 
the frenzied activities of 
missionary life, then did 
I lift up my voice and 
squeak unto Brenda, my 
wife. And I said, “My love, 

consider now our wheels. 
Behold, what are they?”

And that is a question we 
continue to ponder.

–Selected from 
Parables From Peru. 

See page 5.

Parable of the Wheel
Harvey Mast



Goose bumps rise on Eli’s arms as 
he follows his friends into the ante-
room for instruction for baptism at 
the Amish church in Stuarts Draft, 
Virginia. At fifteen, he is still Little 
Eli, and he sincerely wants to be a 
child of God. But his struggles after 
becoming a church member take 
him by surprise. Where is the peace 
and confidence he longs for?

Experience with Eli the excitement 
of joining the youth group, turning 
a battered old buggy into his own 
transportation to Sunday evening 
singings, and serving at the many 
weddings that occur in the rapidly 
growing Amish community. 

Will Eli have enough courage to 
win the friendship of Ruthie, the 
demure, brown-eyed girl he so 
highly admires? When change 
ripples through the Amish com-
munity, creating unresolved differ-
ences among church members, how 
will Eli find God’s will for his life? 

In this fourth and final book in the 
Little Eli series, the author com-
pletes the story of her father’s life.

264471  $15.95  510 pages,  5¼ x 8¼

Judy Yoder’s father Eli grew up as an Amish 
farm boy, small and sensitive for his age, 
but with big dreams. A skillful storyteller, 
Judy captures Eli’s adventures and 
emotions at each stage of his life.
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You Are Too Small, Little Eli!  Book 1
It seemed no matter how long he waited, Little Eli could never grow 
big enough to do the things he wanted to do. He was just the errand 
boy—always pumping buckets of water from the well and gathering 
corncobs for Mom to light the stove. 

Still, many exciting adventures await a shy little Amish boy on the 
wide Oklahoma prairies during the dry years of 1939 to 1942—travel-
ing on a train, entertaining strangers during a blizzard, and watching 
cowboys near his family’s faded little farmhouse. When Grossdoddy 
dies, leaving the Amish people without a bishop, Eli is surprised by 
some dreadful news. Is he big enough to face a new challenge?

264467  $10.75  168 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

By the Fields of Fish Creek  Book 2
At their new home in eastern Kansas, Eli is more than just 
a water boy. He milks Hipbones every day, and Dad needs 
his help to rake the hay into windrows. Eli also gets his turn 
pushing the windrows into piles with the buckrake, but no 
matter which piece of hay machinery he operates, things 
seem to always go wrong. 

Eli is never happier than when he has time to explore Fish 
Creek, which meanders through their farm. Then Dad and 
Mom begin praying about another move, and Eli finds he 
must leave Fish Creek far behind. Will his dreams of becom-
ing a cowboy farmer on the prairie be lost forever?

264468  $11.75  312 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Harvest Boy of White Hill  Book 3
Fresh from the plains of Kansas, eleven-year-old Eli can’t wait to 
see the farm Dad bought at the foot of White Hill in Stuarts Draft, 
Virginia. Still small for his age, Eli dreads going to a new school and 
a new church. 

Electricity comes to the farm. Harvesting is done with tractors 
and newfangled equipment. Through it all Eli learns the weight of 
responsibility resting on a farmer’s shoulders. Will the family be 
able to keep up with farm payments? Will Eli find acceptance as a 
harvest boy? And will he find answers for his questions about God?

264469  $15.95  544 pages, 5¼ x 8¼



Miracle Boy  Daniel Allgyer
Mom’s fingers trembled as she dialed 911. “My two-year-old son Dale is 
missing. I’m afraid he fell into the creek. We need help to find him.” An 
ambulance rushed Dale to the emergency room. A helicopter rushed him to 
a second hospital. All the while, paramedics worked to help him stay alive. 
But there was no response. Dale had been underwater too long. This true 
story allows you to ride along with Dale, watch the medics and doctors, and 
listen as family and friends pray. Illustrated with action-packed drawings.

265600  $11.95  68 pages, hardcover, 6¾ x 8

How Beautiful the Dusty Road  Alison Stoltzfus
“I had come to this country to show the refugees Jesus’ love, even across language 
barriers, so that someday, maybe, they could trust Him as their Saviour. And so, for Jesus, 
I bandaged skinned knees and washed the hair on heads split open and bleeding.”

How Beautiful the Dusty Road is story of a volunteer nurse in the largest refugee camp 
in the world. Through the dust and disease, through patients rescued and lost, through 
relationships and trials, God gave her a greater  
understanding of what it means to love as He loved.

265890  $8.50  115 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

The Twila Stories
Johnny Ruhl
Twila sells fresh bread, cheese, and eggs in a mission 
setting in Bolivia. When Juan Montoya not only refuses 
to pay her but also laughs with his friends about cheating 
her, what should Twila do? How can Twila tell the “spider 
woman” in the marketplace about God when the spider 
woman believes that Twila is a daughter of the devil? 
This collection of teaching stories is from the author of 
Horse Stories from the Man Who Played With Sticks.

264495  $10.75  136 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Horse Stories From the Man  
Who Played With Sticks
Johnny Ruhl
As an experienced horse trainer, Johnny Ruhl often thought of the parallels between training 
horses and the lessons we need to learn to live a God-honoring life. This book contains 
fascinating stories for children, Biblical principles for adults, and instructions for making a 
gee haw whimmydiddle stick!

265200  $8.50  120 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

BACK IN

PRINT



Waddles  Lucinda R. Miller
Who knew a Canada goose could find comfort in a doll? Or that 
a goose can swallow a whole carrot at once? What would Waddles 
do when the Miller children tried to teach him to fly? How long 
would Waddles stay? The lively family who raised Waddles 
learned many lessons from their sometimes silly goose. Now you 
can enjoy Waddles too! This true children’s story is illustrated 
with pencil drawings.

265590  $7.95  87 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

The Lollipop Store  Rebecca Martin
Suddenly Jon thought of something. What if the lady forgot to 
give him a lollipop? From the lollipop store to Rufus the kingly 
cat, these twelve stories about four-year-old Jon and his sister Lucy 
will provide hours of enjoyment for children—and life lessons too. 
Each chapter is illustrated with a pencil drawing.

265560  $9.50  144 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Cornmeal Samaritan  Kathryn Mast
Snug and warm inside the cabin, Esther thought of 
the six old Indians who lived in a wigwam two miles 
away. Would they survive the snowstorm? Based on an 
actual happening in 1824 near Berlin, Ohio, Cornmeal 
Samaritan shows the blessing of befriending those who 
are different from us.

265555  $17.25  32 pages, 8 x 10

One in a Thousand  Lorene Martin
Lorene and Marvin looked forward to sharing their 
secret—twins were joining their family! But twenty 
minutes before birth, one baby lost her oxygen 
supply. Brittany survived but faced a multitude of 
medical issues after her birth. Doctors shook their 
heads, amazed at Brittany’s determination to live but 
sometimes baffled by her complex condition. She was 
one in a thousand!

265880  $11.95  313 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Parables From Peru  Harvey Mast
Missionary life brought great challenges to Harvey Mast and 
his family. But amid tribulation, God gave joy, peace, and 
spiritual growth. In these heartfelt stories, Harvey shares 
lessons God taught them through both the lighter moments 
and the soul-moving low points of their sojourn.

265030  $8.50  135 pages, 5 x 7
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Out of His Abundance
Rebecca Martin
As a stranger in Israel, Ruth was over-
whelmed by the undeserved kindness of 
Boaz. When we recognize our sinfulness 
and unworthiness, do not we like Ruth 
fall in humility and gratitude at the feet 
of our Redeemer? Out of His abundance, 
we are given far more than we deserve.

This book of 366 devotionals helps women 
from all walks of life glean truth from 
God’s Word. Each day includes a short 
Bible reading and a thoughtful meditation.

242405  $12.95  366 pages, 6 x 9


