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701 – 1

Language Arts 701
LightUnit Overview

Penmanship: Students will copy various verses from Proverbs.

Spelling:  Section 1 – words with per, pre, and pro root 
Section 2 – words with the ster root and -tion suffix 
Section 3 – two ways to spell the long u sound: oo or ou

Writing:  In addition to learning how to write a descriptive paragraph in Lesson 14, students will learn to keep a journal 
in Lesson 16.

Section 1

Lesson 1 Nouns; Capitalization Pages 1 – 3

Objectives
• Learn Study Word: noun

• Learn the distinction between common and proper nouns

• Learn to recognize compound nouns

• Learn several capitalization rules

Board Preparation
• New

1.  Dismayed at Paul’s effectiveness at spreading the Gospel, the Pharisees used many tactics to hinder or eliminate him.
2.  Paul availed himself of the Roman legal system on several occasions.
3.  The yellowstone river falls 317 feet in the grand canyon of the yellowstone.
4.  A canyon on mars, the valles marineris, is four times deeper than any canyon on earth.
5.  Private construction and development was forbidden in the grand canyon after president woodrow wilson made it a 

national park.
6.  After the transmission on our ford van went out, dad bought a chevy van.
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1

S tudy Word: noun

New

Nouns
Nouns are names. As 

common nouns, they name 
classes of people, places, things, 
or ideas; as proper nouns, they 
name specific people, places, or 
ideas.

Some nouns are compound, 
formed by combining two or 
more words. In some compound 
nouns, such as fire wall or garage 
sale, the combination seems 
to be an adjective modifying 
a noun instead of being a 
compound noun. However, 
the combination of words in 
a compound noun carries a 
different meaning than what 
each word alone would give. A 
fire wall is not a wall of fire. It is 
a wall designed to keep fire out. 
Likewise, a garage sale is not the 
sale of a garage, but a sale held 
in a garage. To be sure whether 
a word is a compound noun, 
check a dictionary.

Compound nouns should be 
marked and diagrammed as a 
single noun.

• Underline each noun.  
Tell if it is common (c) or 
proper (p).

1.  Dismayed at Paul’s effectiveness (c) at spreading the Gospel (p), the Pharisees (p) used many tactics (c) to hinder or 
eliminate him.

2.  Paul (p) availed himself of the Roman legal system (c) on several occasions (c).

Section 1

1 Nouns; Capitalization

noun: a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea

 

Nouns are one of the eight parts of speech. Nouns name people, places, things, or ideas.

architect city bridge happiness

Nouns can be common or proper. Common nouns name any person, place, thing, or idea. Proper 
nouns name specifi c people, places, or things. Proper nouns are always capitalized.

Common nouns: teacher building town plan

Proper nouns: Miss Rachel White House Craigsville Marshall Plan

Compound nouns and some proper nouns use more than one word to name one person, place, 
or thing. A compound noun is a common noun that uses two or more words to name something. 
Compound nouns may be open, with spaces between the words; closed; or hyphenated.

My father-in-law put his mailbox on a metal post.

Yvonne will enter high school soon.

Nouns

A  Underline twenty-three nouns in these paragraphs.

1. Only a year had passed since Herr Van Vos and Vrow Van Vos had sold their real estate in 
Holland, packed the household items, and left the family farmhouse.

2. Only a year ago Dirk had traveled to the harbor, boarded the Mercurius, and watched as the tall 
lighthouse of Weskapelle receded from view.

3. Hard times had followed since then. The stormy North Atlantic relentlessly tossed the vessel 
around. Passengers grew ill from the bad weather, stale food, and poor water. Nevertheless, the 
small ship resolutely sailed toward the New World.

B  Write a proper noun for each common noun.

4. ocean x: tlanti Oean

5. country x: Spain

1
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701 – 1

• Circle each letter that should be capitalized.

3.  The yellowstone river falls 317 feet in the grand canyon of the yellowstone.

4.  A canyon on mars, the valles marineris, is four times deeper than any canyon on earth.

5.  Private construction and development was forbidden in the grand canyon after president woodrow wilson made it a 

national park.

6.  After the transmission on our ford van went out, dad bought a chevy van.

2

New

Capitalization
Proper nouns are always 

capitalized. Students should 
be familiar with basic proper 
nouns by now. As such, they 
are not covered in this teaching 
box. This lesson instead lays 
out several scenarios in which 
common nouns are used as 
proper nouns.

When common nouns are 
part of a name or used as a 
noun of direct address, they are 
proper nouns, since they refer 
to a specific person. Names 
of specific school subjects or 
language subjects are always 
capitalized. Brand names are 
capitalized, too. However, 
common nouns following 
the brand names are never 
capitalized.

The words sun, moon, and 
earth are often used as common 
nouns. If they are used in an 
astronomical context, they are 
considered proper nouns and 
are capitalized.

You could also tell students 
to replace a name with my dad 
to know when to capitalize or 
not.

2

Lesson 1

C  Circle each letter that should be capitalized.

6. When dad was a boy, he lived on central avenue in idyllwood, new hampshire.

7. Two u.s. presidents signed the constitution of the united states.

8. Professor burke teaches three math classes: math 101, math 201, and the course 
fundamentals of geometry.

9. The landscaper that uncle roy works for purchased an exmark zero-turn mower.

10. The statue of liberty is one of the most recognizable landmarks in the east.

11. Mars has a volcano that is three times higher than any mountain on earth.

12. The president of our local college recently bought a lincoln vehicle.

Words that would usually be common nouns are proper nouns when they refer to a specifi c person or 
when they are part of a name. Th e word President, when it refers to the President of the United States, is 
always capitalized.

The senator voted… or …when Senator Smith arrived…

…my dad, who… or …when Dad saw…

Many people have run for the of  ce of President.

Th e names of languages or language courses are always capitalized. Names of school subjects are 
capitalized only if they are followed by a number or if they refer to a specifi c course.

math or Mathematics 201

a woodworking course or An Introduction to Millwork and Cabinetry

Brand names are capitalized, but common nouns following the brand name are not.

Chevrolet minivan not Chevrolet Minivan

Capitalize direction words only when they refer to a specifi c region.

…moved toward the west of the city… or People in the West are used to droughts.

Capitalize common nouns when they are part of a name. Conjunctions and prepositions with three 
or fewer letters should not be capitalized in names.

…water ran into the bay… or …the Bay of Fundy is…

…rolled down the street… or …turn left onto Ashton Street…

Capitalize the words sun, moon, and earth only when they are used in an astronomical context.

The weather balloon fell to earth sixty miles from where it was launched.

Earth’s gravity always keeps one face of the Moon turned toward Earth.

Capitalization
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3

Penmanship
Copy Proverbs 11:14.

3

Spelling
Read the list of spelling words together. Discuss unfamiliar words.

Spelling Words for Section 1
impromptu paralyze perish persevere preface
parable paraphrase permanent persuade prejudice
paradise parasite perpetual precipice presume
paradox parentheses persecute precipitation prior

3

Lesson 1

Penmanship

D  Using your best handwriting, copy the Bible verse.

Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 
 —Proverbs 11:14

Spelling – Patterns

These words come from the Proto-Indo-European (PIE) root per, which means “forward,” 
and by extension, “in front of, before, f rst, chief, toward, near, against, very” and so on. PIE 
was likely spoken around Abraham’s time. Both Greek and Latin have roots developed from 
PIE words.

E  Write the spelling word that fi ts each description. Circle each per root.

13. ersevere  to continue in spite of dif  culty

14. ersecute  to make one suf er repeatedly

15. ermanent  something intended to last for a long time

16. ersuade  to urge or move by argument

17. erpetual  something that is continuously repeated

18. erish  to be destroyed or die

F  Write the spelling word that fi ts each description.

19. presue  to guess to be true

20. paraox  a statement that seems to be contradictory

21. preciitation  water that falls on the earth

22. preudie  an opinion formed without suf  cient knowledge

G  Write the Section 1 spelling words in your notebook.

Spelling Words
impromptu

parable

paradise

paradox

paralyze

paraphrase

parasite

parentheses

perish

permanent

perpetual

persecute

persevere

persuade

precipice

precipitation

preface

prejudice

presume

prior
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Lesson 2 
Adjectives 
 Pages 4 – 6

Objectives
• Learn Study Word: adjective

• Learn how adjectives function

• Learn when possessive pro-
nouns function as adjectives

• Learn about proper adjectives

• Learn to capitalize proper 
adjectives

Board Preparation
• Review

1.  Marv thinks that uncle 
jerry’s ford car is the fastest 
car ever made.

2.  Natasha needs to finish 
english II and social studies 
1105 to earn her diploma.

3.  Unlike earth, jupiter is 
composed entirely of gases.

4.  Engineers had to go back 
to the drawing board to 
redesign a bridge over the 
tacoma narrows.

• New

5.  English developed from an 
early Germanic language.

6.  Three different languages 
played an important role in 
the development of English.

4

S tudy Word: adjective

New

Adjectives
Adjectives modify, or add extra information to, nouns and pronouns. Adjectives say 

which, whose, how many, or what kind. Adjectives that say whose can be formed from 
nouns—a car that belongs to John is John’s car, for example. Adjectives that are formed 
from proper nouns are proper adjectives. Proper adjectives are capitalized just like proper 
nouns.

Possessive pronouns function as adjectives and are considered as adjectives if they come 
immediately before a noun and modify it.

Adjectives2

adjective: a word that modif es a noun or pronoun and answers the questions which, 
whose, how many, or what kind

 

An adjective modifi es a noun or a pronoun. Adjectives answer the questions which, whose, how 
many, or what kind. Th e articles a, an, and the are always adjectives.

blue truck angry bees six balloons the ladder this morning

Possessive adjectives are nouns or pronouns that show possession and modify a noun.

dog’s kennel our neighbor his voice

Proper adjectives are formed from proper nouns, but they are often spelled diff erently. Proper 
adjectives, like proper nouns, should always be capitalized.

a prairie in Canada = a Canadian prairie

explorers from Spain = Spanish explorers

a centurion from Rome = a Roman centurion

Adjectives

A  Circle each adjective. Draw an arrow from each adjective to the word it modifi es.

1. An old, rickety ladder stretched from the dusty f oor to the musty hayloft of the barn.

2. The Chinese alphabet has about 50,000 characters.

3. The postmaster’s of  ce door opened, admitting three dirty rough little street urchins.

4. Tall grain elevators tower above Saskatchewan farmland.

B  Complete each sentence by writing a proper adjective formed from the underlined noun.

5. A car made in Germany is a Grman  car.

6. The language originating in England is the nlish  language.

7. A team of people from Sweden is a Sdish  team.

8. A group of people who worship Christ is the basis of a hristian  church.

4
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• Circle each adjective. Draw 
an arrow from each adjec-
tive to the word it modifies. 
Write P above each proper 
adjective.

5.  English developed from an 

early Germanic language.

6.  Three different languages 

played an important role 

in the development of 

English.

Review

• What do nouns name? (peo-
ple, places, things, or ideas)

• Underline each noun. Circle 
each letter that should be 
capitalized.

1.  Marv thinks that uncle 

jerry’s ford car is the 

fastest car ever made.

2.  Natasha needs to finish 

english II and social 

studies 1105 to earn her 

diploma.

3.  Unlike earth, jupiter is composed entirely of gases.

4.  Engineers had to go back to the drawing board to redesign a bridge over the tacoma narrows.

5

Penmanship
Copy Proverbs 10:26.

P

5

Lesson 2

Review

C  Underline each noun. Label it C for common or P for proper.
 P C P C C

9. The Indians along the shores of the Potomac River paddled their canoes up and down the river.
 C C C C C C

10. They traded beads for furs, bows for arrows, and corn for potatoes.
 P C P P

11. Philadelphia was the capital of the United States before Washington, D.C., existed.
 C P P

12. It took nearly a month for the Savannah to cross the Atlantic Ocean.
 P C P

13. Quakers introduced ice cream to the United States.

D  Write a common noun on the fi rst line. On the second line, write a proper noun for it.
One example is given for you.

14. person principal  r. Wener

15. person x: inister  x: Bother Ti

16. place x: store  x: abla’s

17. thing x: costellation  x: Orion

E  Circle each letter that should be capitalized.

18. Michelle couldn’t believe that both her mom and aunt marie knew what had happened.

19. Until 1942, ford trucks had the same design as ford cars.

20. Milo is enrolled in math 202, geology 305, and literature 103 this semester.

21. The terms “back east” and “out west” come from the time when the east was the center of 
civilization in the united states.

22. Jupiter’s moon io is the only satellite in the solar system that is denser than the moon.

23. The mississippi river f ows 2,340 miles (3,766 km) to the gulf of mexico.

Penmanship

F  Using your best handwriting, copy the Bible verse.

As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him. 
 —Proverbs 10:26
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