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Whose problems should we pay attention to?

At one time, it was my job to do the banking for the 
organization I was working for. I would go to town 
and do business errands and make the bank deposits.

One winter day, I was walking to the bank. I had to 
cross the street downtown at a four-way stop sign. It 
was a busy Friday afternoon, and there were cars at 
all four stop signs. I waited for the right time to walk 
across the street.

There was a man right across from me, also waiting 
to cross the street. We both stepped off the curb 
at the same time, heading toward each other. The 
man coming toward me was intoxicated and pretty 
unsteady on his feet. He was staggering on the icy 
road as he came toward me.

I was worried that he was going to fall or that we 
were going to bump into each other. I kept my eye on 
him and tried to avoid him. All the people waiting in 
the cars at the intersection were also watching what 
was happening.

We passed each other fine. Then suddenly my feet went 
out from under me. I fell over backward and landed on 
the street flat on my back. My bank bag with the depos-
its, my mitts, and everything in my hands went flying.

Embarrassed, I scrambled to my feet and looked around 
for my things. One of my mitts was lying on the hood 

of a car waiting at the intersection. The lady driving the 
car was laughing so hard that she couldn’t drive when it 
was her turn to go through the intersection. I grabbed 
my mitt, gathered my other things, and finished cross-
ing the street. Meanwhile, the intoxicated man had 
made it across the street without falling.

I had been so focused on the intoxicated man that I 
hadn’t seen the danger to myself. If I had ignored him 
and paid attention to where my own feet were, I could 
have crossed the street as successfully as he did.

It is easy to see other’s faults. Sometimes we can 
almost enjoy seeing them because it makes us feel 
better about ourselves. Thinking, “I don’t do what 
that person does” distracts us from our own faults. It 
is more difficult to see our own defects and failures.

In Luke 18 Jesus told a story about a Pharisee and a tax 
collector who went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee 
thought only about the wrong things other people did 
and the good things he did. He didn’t recognize his 
own faults and failures. In contrast, the tax collector 
saw his own sins and repented of those sins, begging 
God for mercy and forgiveness.

Jesus told us that we should pay attention to our own 
lives and problems rather than the problems of others. 
“Why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s 
eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, 

I Need to Worry About Myself
Merle Burkholder



Surprised by Success  Merle Burkholder
Merle wasn’t a hunter, but when his friends invited him to go deer hunting, he went 
along for the camaraderie. When a buck walked into sight and stood within range, 
Merle knew he needed to try for it. He was stunned by the result! Surprised by Suc-
cess includes sixty-five stories of successes and failures from the author’s life. Each 
story begins with a question and concludes with a lesson or nugget of wisdom.

265640  $10.95  177 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

God’s Glory in the Church
John Coblentz
Ephesians contains the most extensive 
and sublime teaching on the church in the 
New Testament. The Father is making His 
people His sacred dwelling, shaping each 
believer according to His perfect blueprint 
and placing them alongside brothers 
and sisters in Jesus. This living, glowing, 
ever-expanding monument to the glory of 
God includes all saints of all time. And you 
and I have been invited to participate!

Although attention is given to grammati-
cal construction and nuances in the Greek 
language, this phrase-by-phrase commen-
tary on Ephesians is more devotional than 
exegetical. It uses the New King James text.

252335  $11.95  290 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

I Am a Teacher, and I Love It!  Deana Swanson
You teach, you grade, you explain, and you hand out report cards. You encourage 
and rebuke and, at times, throw up your hands in despair. Is it asking too much to 
expect that you both enjoy your job and help your students enjoy theirs?

Deana Swanson doesn’t think so. As a longtime teacher along with her husband 
Jeff, Deana shares inspiration and tools—and her love of teaching—with you. This 
resource contains stories, seasoned advice, and useful ideas for specific classes and 
hands-on projects to make learning enjoyable.

242305  $11.50  227 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou 
thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 
Thou hypocrite, cast out  first the beam out of thine own 
eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote 
that is in thy brother’s eye” (Luke 6:41, 42).

We don’t gain much by focusing on others’ problems, 
faults, and failures in life. We should do our best to pay 
attention to our own lives. 

Selected from Surprised by Success.



Kernels of Hope  Tina Fehr
“How will I take along the wheat?” Papa 
wondered. “We need every kernel.” Susan-
nah was worried too. “Please, Papa!” she 
begged. “Just like you want to take your 
wheat, I want to take my doll!” Kernels of 
Hope is set during the Russian Mennonite 
migration to Manitoba in the late 1880s. 
Join Susannah, her doll, and her family on 
a journey by wagon, train, and ship to a 
new home for their people and their faith. 
From the author of the Fehr Family Series.

265625  $14.75  34 pages, 6¾ x 8

Once Upon a Bedtime in a Faraway Land
Laura Rohrer Showalter
Oliver lies in bed and imagines traveling around the world. 
Who might he meet? What kind of bed would he sleep in? From 
a goat-hair tent to a snowy igloo, from a jungle hammock to a 
rooftop mat, take a bedtime trip around the world with Oliver 
and marvel at the places and people in God’s big world.

265620  $17.25  50 pages, 10 x 8

New Picture Books

Small Wonders  Janis Good
With an extraordinary sense of wonder, young 
children delight in the simple things of life: touching 
a puppy’s soft fur, sharing milk and cookies with a 
friend, or watching a bubble float into the sky. The 
joy of rolling pie dough with Grandma or riding on 
Daddy’s back creates special moments of closeness.

Small Wonders is a book to share with the little 
people in your life. The twenty-four tiny stories 
and colorful pictures capture moments of awe, 
love, or action that you can enjoy together.

265615  $14.75  54 pages, 6¾ x 8

The P hilippines
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I could sail the blue seas over coral reefs  

where fish and sea turtles hide, 

and lazily nap on a sandy mat  

to the lilt of the island tide.
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My Verse 
How great is thy goodness. – Psalm 31:19

My Prayer 
Thank You, God,

for all things You made.

You can view sample pages from every Christian Light book on our website before you buy. Click “See a sample.”



Church History I
The history of the church is a history of 
real people–popes and priests, monks 
and martyrs, and many ordinary folks 
like us. All claimed to follow Christ, but 
not all had the same understanding of 
what it meant to be Christian. This new 
half-credit high school elective is based 
on the book Church History: Resurrec-
tion to Reformation.

Horticulture
Is your high school student interested in 
landscaping, gardening, or crop farming? 
This one-credit course covers all aspects of 
horticulture, including plant taxonomy and 
biology, soils and media, and plant growth and 
reproduction. Students learn about greenhouse 
management, container planting, alternative 
growing methods, fruit and nut production, as 
well as landscaping and pest control.

Course Components
Textbook� $158.95
Student Material� $36.30
Teacher’s Material� $6.00

Homemaker’s 
Friend 2024 Daily 
Planner
Moms are busy people. With good planning 
and God’s help, you can fill your role success-
fully and take time for what matters most. This 
popular planner is a handy size and includes 
helpful features such as perforated shopping 
lists, perforated tear-off corners, two pockets 
in the back, as well as a magnetic bookmark.

846124  $17.50  5½x 8½

NEW ELECTIVE!

NEW ELECTIVE!

We Have a 2024 Calendar for You
Request your complimentary year-at-a-glance calendar from Christian 
Light. Choose from two sizes:
Large: 17" x 23"
Small: 8" x 14"

Call 1-800-776-0478 or email calendar2024@christianlight.org.
Limit two free calendars per household; additional calendars $1.25 each.

christianlight.org  P.O. Box 1212,  Harrisonburg, VA 22803  1-800-776-0478

Curriculum, Books, and Resources 
for Academic and Spiritual Growth

 

January
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

  1 2 3 4 5 6  
 7 8 9 10 1 1 12 13 
14 1 5 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31

April
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

  1 2 3 4 5 6  
 7 8 9 10 1 1 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20  
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30

July
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

  1  2 3 4 5 6 
7  8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31

October
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

   1 2 3 4 5  
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31

February
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

     1 2 3  
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
1 1 1 2 13 14 15 16 17 
18 1 9 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29

May
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

    1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 1 
12 13 1 4 15 16 17 18 
19 20 2 1 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31

August
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

     1 2 3  
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
1 1 12 1 3 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

November
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

      1 2  
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 1 1 1 2 13 14 15 16 
17 18 1 9 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

March
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

      1 2  
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 1 1 1 2 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

June
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

       1  
2  3 4 5 6 7 8  
9  10 1 1 12 13 14 15 
16 17 1 8 19 20 21 22 
23/30 24 25 26 27 28 29

September
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  
 8 9 10 1 1 12 13 14 
15 16 1 7 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30

December
 SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  
 8 9 10 1 1 12 13 14 
15 16 1 7 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31

Daylight Saving
 Time Begins

Spring Begins

Good FridayEaster

Mother's Day

Ascension Day

Pentecost

Father's Day Summer Begins Autumn Begins

Thanksgiving Day
[Canada]

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

Thanksgiving Day

Winter Begins

Christmas Day

New Year's 
 Day

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  
who gave himself for us.
Titus 2:13-14

20242024

Course Components
Textbook� $19.50
5 LightUnits� $21.00
1 Answer Key� $4.20



Select Books From Other Publishers
Where Is Lazarus?
Gary Miller
In America we can live an entire lifetime without seeing extreme poverty, real hunger, or dogs 
licking open wounds. With the needs out of sight, we forget the millions of Lazaruses in our 
world. It is easy to compare our lives to our affluent neighbors. But how would it affect our choices 
if extreme poverty were just outside our door? How close do we get to people with real needs?

265444  $13.95  220 pages, 6 x 9, TGS

The Insanity of Sacrifice
Nik Ripken
It is through offering ourselves as a sacrifice that we mirror both the nature 
of the Father who gave His Son, and the nature of the Son who gave His life. 
Using examples of persecuted believers, these ninety devotionals inspire us to 
become living sacrifices, ready to witness and suffer for Jesus’ sake. Scripture 
quotations from CSB and RSV.

242410  $19.95  291 pages, 5 x 7, B&H Publishing

The Serving Leader’s Guide to Effective Meetings
Merle Herr
Are you frustrated with inefficient or unnecessary meetings? This in-depth 
guide gives committee chairmen, business managers, and church leaders 
ideas for conducting profitable meetings so they can better fulfill 
their calling. This resource includes chapters on a Biblical perspective 
of meetings, meeting disciplines such as structure and facilitation, 
different meeting types, and more.

241110  $24.95  154 pages, 7 x 10, Serving Leader

Better Safe Than Sorry
Mike Atnip
Accidents happen so often that we almost get used to them. But could many of them have been 
prevented? What can we do to avoid being the next victim of an accident? A wealth of safety 
information, Better Safe Than Sorry presents real-life stories of accidents and what can be 
learned from them.

265685  $17.95  192 pages, 7½ x 9½, TGS

The Scriptures Preserved and Translated
Dale A. Burkholder
This well-researched account tells the story of the main translations 
into Latin, English, German, and Dutch, as well as the Apocrypha. 
It introduces the pioneers of Bible translation and print-
ing—Jerome, Bede, Wycliffe, Gutenberg, Erasmus, Tyndale, and 
others—and presents principles for God-honoring translations.

274110  $22.45  320 pages, 6 x 9, Grace Press
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New 
books 
inside!

Prairie Child  Ruth Ann Stelfox
Rilla loved her home in a small farming community on the 
windblown Alberta prairies. Surrounded by a passel of fun-loving 
cousins and siblings, she reveled in the joy of carefree moments 
and shivered through frightening ones: a night raider, an angry 
bull, a hailstorm and blizzard, and a runaway ’56 jalopy.

Rilla endured her share of growing pains, and the public school she 
attended tested not just the three Rs but her character too. Guided 
by watchful, loving parents, Rilla thrived despite her mistakes. 

Running through these rollicking stories from the author’s 
childhood are shining threads of love and laughter, warm 
family relationships, faith, gratitude, and God’s care. 
Prairie Child is a book the whole family will enjoy.

265665  $11.50  239 pages, 5¼ x 8¼


